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General Notice

COMMUNICATIONS REGULATORY AUTHORITY OF NAMIBIA
No. 322 2011

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO MAKE REGULATIONS REGARDING
THE FREQUENCY BAND PLAN

The Board of the Communications Regulatory Authority of Namibia (CRAN), in terms of the
Regulations Regarding Rule-Making Procedures: Communications Act, 2009 published as General
Notice 334, in Government Gazette 4630 dated 17 December 2010, hereby gives notice, in terms of
section 100(5) of the Communications Act, 2009, of its intention to prepare a Frequency Band Plan.
This notice contains the following:

1. A concise Statement of Purpose of the Proposed Regulations;

2. A draft of the proposed Regulations Regarding the Frequency Band Plan.

Written comments may be submitted in accordance with the Regulations Regarding Rule-Making
Procedures, within sixty (60) days from the date of publication of this Notice.

Written reply comments may be submitted in accordance with the Regulations Regarding Rule-
Making Procedures, within thirty (30) days from the date that written comments are due.
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In terms of section 100(5) of the Communications Act and the Regulations Regarding Rule-Making
Procedures, the Authority will hold a hearing at a time to be announced after the receipt of reply
comments. Persons that have submitted written comments and reply comments will be invited to
make oral submissions at the hearing.

Statement of Purpose of the Proposed Regulations regarding the Frequency Band Plan

Section 99 of the Communications Act, 2009 provides that CRAN is vested with the control, planning,
administration, management, and licensing of the radio spectrum. Section 99 also requires CRAN to
comply with applicable standards and requirements of the International Telecommunication Union
and its Radio Regulations.

Section 100 of the Communications Act, 2009, deals specifically with the prescription of a frequency
band plan. It provides that CRAN must prescribe the frequency band plan from time to time. The
frequency band plan sets out how radio spectrum may be used, to ensure utilisation in an orderly,
efficient and effective manner, to reduce congestion and interference, to allow for the introduction
of new technologies and services, and to permit as many users and services as is practically feasible.

In preparing the frequency band plan, CRAN must follow the procedures set out in section 100.
These procedures have been supplemented by the Regulations regarding Rule-Making Procedures.
In addition, CRAN must have due regard to experts’ reports and internationally accepted methods
for preparing frequency band plans. CRAN must also take into account existing uses and frequency
band plans of other countries.

At the international level, the planning of spectrum is the responsibility of the ITU, in particular
the ITU’s Radiocommunication Bureau (ITU-R). The mission of the ITU-R is to ensure rational,
equitable, efficient and economical use of the radio frequency spectrum and to adopt recommendations
for member states. The recommendations for the allocations of radio frequency bands for Namibia
are those for ITU Region 1, which covers Africa and Europe.

At the regional level, in May 2010, the Southern African Development Community developed a
Frequency Allocation Plan for the region, taking account the recommendations of the ITU set out in
the Radio Regulations (edition 2008).

Although Namibia does not currently have a national frequency band plan, it has been following a
combination of the ITU-R recommendations for Region 1 as well as best practices in the Republic of
South Africa. In 2007, the then Namibian Communications Commission (NCC) commissioned the
development of a spectrum management strategy. As a result, in 2009, a report was submitted to the
NCC setting out a draft band plan. The consultants responsible for the report also reported that they
held workshops and provided the opportunity for the submission of comments from the industry,
both before the workshop and after. A final report, setting out a draft band plan, was submitted to the
NCC in September 2009. This final report serves as the basis of the Proposed Regulations regarding
the Frequency Band Plan.

L.N.JACOBS
CHAIRPERSON OF THE BOARD
COMMUNICATIONS REGULATORY AUTHORITY OF NAMIBIA
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PROPOSED REGULATIONS REGARDING THE FREQUENCY BAND PLAN
Definitions

1. In these regulations, any word or expression to which a meaning is assigned in the Act, shall
have the same meaning and —

“Act” means the Communications Act, 2009 (Act No. 8 of 2009).

Purpose

2. These regulations set out the frequency band plan in terms of section 100 of the Act.

Table of Frequency Allocations

3. The table of frequency allocations sets out planned allocations for the radio frequency
spectrum in Namibia in bands ranging from 9 kHz and 105 GHz. The table is similar to the

table set out the ITU in its Radio Regulations and the SADC Frequency Allocation Plan
dated May 2010.
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