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Théfollowing Bill, which will in‘due course be presented to the
Houseof Representatives for enactment, is published for. general
information,

FIREARMS ORDINANCE, 1957

ARRANGEMENT oF SECTIONS

Parr 1—INrRropucrory

Section

-1, Short title, commencementand application.

2. Interpretation.

Part II—Licensine

4, Prohibited firesims, 7 =
4, Personalfitearms.

- 5, Muzzle-foxding firearms may.be prohibited except underlicence.
6, Muzzle-loading firearms prohibited in Lagos except underlicence.
7, Licences andpermits not granted aa ofright.
8, Safe custody offirearms.
9, Ammunition.

Part II—Sane AND TRANSFER —

"40. Prohibition dealingin armsor ammunition except by registered dealer.
11. Registered dealers’ atmouries.
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Pant IV-—Pupiie Armouries \

14, Establishment of public:armouries, t
15. Deposit in andwithdrawat from public armoury. * , ~
16, Disposal in certain cases of deposited arms or ammunition.
17, Damage orloas, : :
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Part V—Imporr anp Export

_ 18..Import andexport through prescribed ports, oe
_ 19, Importand exportof prohibited firearms and ammunition,
20. Restriction on import of personal firearms and ammunition.
21. Import by post prohibited. i
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- 23, Manufacture prohibited.
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26, Dealer may repair. “

27, Shorteningof smooth-bore firearms prohibited,

Pant VIT—ENFORCEMENT oF ORDINANCE
28, Penalties, a
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38, Exemption from necessity for firearms Hoence.
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_ 40. Repeal,
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A BILL
. : FOR .

AN ORDINANCE 10 MAKE PROVISION FOR REGULATING THE PossEssION OF AND
DEALING IN Eyagarnms AND AMMUNITION INCLUDING Muzziz-LoapiInG
FImeanms, AND FOR MATTERS ANCILLARYTHERETO.

[By Notice—see Section q:

eatoae IT ENACTEDby the Legislature of the Federation of Nigeria as
ollows s— a

_ Parr I~Inrropucrory

‘A(1) This Ordinance may bo cited as the Firearms Ordinance, 1958,.
_ and ahall come into operation upon a date to be appointed by the Governor--
General by notification in the Gaxette. =

(2) ‘This Ordinance shall have effect throughout the Federation, and in
respect ofany reference to a Region or a Regional authority shall except where
thecontext otherwise requires apply to and in respect of Lagos and the

. Southern Cameroonsas though they were Regions,

.
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2. In this Ordinance, except where the context otherwise requires—

“ammunition” means ammunition for any firearm and any component
part of any such ammunition, but does notinclude gun:powder or trade
powder not intended or used assuch a componentpart ;

- “firearm’’ means any lethal barrelled weapon of any description from
which anyshot, bullet or other missile can be discharged, and includes s
prohibited firearm, a personal firearm and a muzzle-loading firearm of any
‘of the categories referred to in Parts I, Il and III respectively of the
Schedule hereto, and any component part of any such firearm ;

“public armoury” means a place or building established or recognised as
a public armoury in accordance with section 14.

Parr [I—LicEnsinG

3. No personshall havein his possession or underhiscontrol anyfirearm
of one ofthe categories specified in Part I of the Schedule hereto (hereinafter
referred to as a prohibited firearm) except in accordance with a licence granted
by the Governor-General acting in his discretion.

4, Noperson shall have inhis possession or under his.control any firearm
of one of the categories specified in Part II of the Schedule (hercinafter
referred to a8 2 personal firearm) except in accordance with alicence granted
in respect thereof by the Inspector-Gerieral of Police, which licences shall be
granted or refused in accordance with principles decided upon by the
Governor-General in Council.

5, (1) This section shall nothave effect in respect of the Federal Terri-
tory of Lagos,

(2) The Commissioner of Police of a Region, with the consent of the
Governor ofthe Region in respect of the Region or any part thereof, and the
Inspector-Generalof Police with the consent of the Commissioner of the
Cameroons in respectof the Southern Cameroons or any part thereof, may by
order prohibit the possession or control of any firearm of the categories
specified in Part Ill of the Schedule (hereinafter referred to as a muzzie-
‘loading firearm) without the licence of anauthority to be specified in such
order,

3) ‘Upon the making of an order under subsection (2) no person shall
withae specified in such order have in his (2)24 o¢ under his
control a muzzle-loading firearm without a licence granted in respect thereof
by the appropriate authority in accordance with regulations made under
section 33, Lo

(4) An authority specified in an order made under subsection (2) shall
render such.periodical returns as may be required by regulations.

(5) The grant of a licence in respect of a muzzle-loading firearm in
respect of which application has been duly made shall not be refused except
for one of the reasons specified in subsection (2) of section 7.

| 6. No person shall within the Federalterritory of Lagos have in his
possession or under his control a muzzile-loading firearm without a licence
rom the Inspector-General of Police.
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7. (1) Subject to the provisions of aubscction 5.of section 5, no person
shall, a¢ of right, be entitled to the grant of any licence orpermit under thia
Ordinance, and the authority having the function of grantingsuch licetice or
permit may without beirig bound to assign any reason therefor refuse the

. grant of suchlicence or permit or, subject to the provisionsof any regulations
made under section 33, mayimiposesuch terms or conditions as hemay think
fit, andimayrevoke such licence or petmit forsuch cause as hemay consider
appropriate,; Provided that any person aggrieved hy anysuch decision, other
than x decision by the Governor-General, may appeal in. writing to: the
Governoe-Gengral acting in his discretion whose decision thereon shall be
nal. .

(@ Notwithstanding the provisions. of subsection (1), no licence or
permit under the provisionsof this Ordinance shall be granted. if there is
reason to believe that the applicant or holder of the licenco—

(a)is under the age of seventeen ; “
(b) is of unsound mind; ~

d tc} ia not fit to have posecasion of the firearm in question on account of
c .ective cyesight; =.
(2) is x personof intemperate habits: a
(¢) has during the. previous five years been convicted of an offence

involving violence or the threat of violence... .
_8. (4) The ownerofafirearm in respect ofwhicha licence or permit has

beengranted in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance shall be
reaponible for the safe custody ofthefirearm to which the licence or permit
relates. .

(2) The ownerofsuch firearm,in the case ofloss, theft or destruction of
such firearm, shall notify such loss, theft or destruction andthe circumstances
thereof within fourteen days of being aware thereof to the authority who

- dseued thelicence or permit, andshall at the sametime surrender the licence
or permit for such actionas‘such authority may consider necessary. 7.

*

 _

@) Upon the death of the holder ofa licence or permit a personlawfull
in possedsion of the chattels of the deceased or a personto whomra firearm or
ammunition therefor has been bequeathed may notwithstanding any other
‘provision of this Ordinance lawfully have in his. possession # firearm or

ition inreepect of which the deceased person held 2 licence or permit
for » periodof fourteen days after such death : Provided thatthe Inspector-
Generalof Police may if he thinks fit seize such firearm ot ammunition and
retain or deposit the asme in a publicarmoury until a licence or permit shall
have been grantedin reapectthereof. ,
9 (1) No personshall have in. his’possession: ot under his control any

ammunition in reapectof any firearm referred to in the Schedule except in
accordancewith the terma of a
in respect of euch firearm,
-., (2) This section. shall apply in respect of all ammunition as definedin,

- section2, except— ;
(a) ammunition for 2muzzle-loadingfirearm in the possession or under

_ the control of2personoutsideLagos andin any area notfor the time being- .
the subject of an orderin.accordance with section 5;

~ (8) Toadshot for use only as a weightor weights ;
{¢} blank cartridges(other than those for humanekillers) not exceeding

one inch in diameter, ae
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vot «Pant IE-SareannTranerss

‘10. t) Noperson shall bywayoftrade of butinesabiy-orsell ovtranafer
or expose for sale ortransfer or have inhis possession for sale or transfer any
firearm unless,he is registeredas a firearms dealer,
(2) Nopersonshallbyway oftradeor business buyorvellor transferor

expose for sale or transfer or have in his possession for sale or transfer any
ammunition, other than the ammunition specified in paragraphs (a)to(¢) of

_ subsection (2)of section 9, unless heis regutered as « fircar
. (3) For the purpose of this section the Inspector-General ofPolice shall

cause to be kept a register or registers offirearms dealers and shall upon due
application entertherein thenameofanypersonapplyingtoberegisteredand
each placewhere-such person.carries.on business as such dealer: Provided
that no registration shall take place, ands registration which has taken place
shall be cancelled— .

(a) If the officer in charge of the register is aatiafied that the gpplicant
cannotbe permitted to carry on business as = firearnis dealer without
danger to the public safety or the peace, or.

b) in respect ofany premiseswhichdonotcomply withthe requirements
prrbes by vegulabons made under section 33. ma

(4) The Governor-General in Council may without being bound to
assign, any. reason therefordirect that registration in accordance with this
sectionshallnottake placeinrespect ofanypéraon orpersons,or in respectof
any place or ares, ahd may in like manner direct that any auch registration
shall be cancelled. ,

“41. (1) A registered firearms dealer shall construct in accordance with
the requirementsprescribed hy regulations under section 33 andmainteinin
proper repair-an armoury at ¢ach place in respect of which he carries on
UsINess, o : . .

(2) A registered firearms dealer shall keep up to date ateachplace where
he carries on business. such records and shall make such returns in. respect
thereofas maybeprescribed. |
(3) Arregistered firearma dealer, in thecase ofloss, theft ordestructionof
afirearm in hispossession, shall notify suchloss, theft or destruction #63000
aspossibleandin any case withinsevendaysthereoftotheInspector-General

lice. uF . 3
(4) A registered firearms dealer shall permit inepection of esch place -

where he carries on business and the recordsmaintained thereat by 2 police>

officer upon production by such officer of the written authority of the
| ‘Inspectpr-Generalof Police... : _

Sale only to 12. No person, whethera registered firearms dealer or not, shall sellor
transfer any firearm or ammunition to any person otherthan to another
registered firearms dealer (and then only after prior notification by both.
dealers tothe Inspector-General ofPolice) without the productionofalicence
of permit bysuchperson authorising the possession of such firearm or
ammunition : Provided that regulations madem accordance with section 33

"may permit the sale or transfer of « firearm or ammunition by a registered
firearms dealer to a person not the holdet ofa licence or permit intending to
obtain’such licenceor permit in another part of Nigeria, upon. conditions to
be prescribed in such regulations, —_. :
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13.,(1) Noperson whether #registered fircarma dealer or not, shall sell
of transfer any firearm unless there shall have been stamped. permanently
thereow the maker's name and number or suchother particulars a9 may be- seid. =

preacribed, and unless auch name ornumber;is specified in any licence or
permit produced in accordance with action 12,"

(2) Noperson, whether a registered firearmna dealer or not, shall alter or
renderillegible the maker’s namie or number or other prescribed particulars:
stamped upona firearm without the previous corisent in writing of the
Inspector-General ofPolice. - - ,

gf

Pant 1V-—Pusric ARMOUEIES —
14, ‘The Governor-General may by notice in the Gazette establish or

recognise public armouries for the deposit of firearms. and ammunition and;
presctibe the officers to be in charge thereof,

15. Figearmaand ammunition may be deposited in a public armoury in
accordancewith regulations madeunder section33 and shall not be withdrawn

. therefrom gave in accordance with such regulations,

16, (1) No firearm or ammunition shall remain deposited in, apublic
armouty for « period in excess of sighteen months. =. ok

(2) No ditearm or ammunition shall remain depositedin public armoury
Aor « period exceeding two monthsafter an application for a licence inrespect
thereat, beenrefused,orafter a licence in respect of the same has been
reva: * : , :

(3). Notwithstanding the provisionsofsubsections @)and (2), the officer

see

Establish-
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- public >
armouries,.

Deposit in
"and with~
drawal front
public

. armoury. -

Disposal in
certain cases
of deposited
arma or
ammunition,

in charge of a public armoury mayin hisdiscretion in cither such case permit -
deposit for a furtherperiod not exceeding twelve months if in hisopinion the
ownerhasthe intention of removing or disposing of such firearm or ammuni-.. at
tion lawfully andis likely to have an opportunity to do 80;

(4) After giving two monthsnotice inthe Gazette of his intention to do. ,.
to, the officer in charge of a public armoury may, in such manner as may be
‘directed bythe Inspector-General of Police, dispose of any firearm or
ammunition - :

(a) which is deposited in contravention of aubsections(1) or (2), 039
modified by subsection (3); or

(8) upon which the fees for euch’ deposit have been unpaid for three

months j of
(¢} of which the owner is unknownor within four weeks does not reply

to an enquiry posted to his last known address.

17. (1) The InspectorsGeneral of Police and the officer in. charge of a
" public armoury shall not be responsible for any deterioration or damage
caused to any firearm or ammunition deposited in a public armoury, butin
manner to be prescribed by regulations shall permit the owner and any
person authorisedbythe owner to have acces:if he so requires forthe purpose
ofinspection, cleaning ormaintenance of a firearm or of ammunition therefor.

(2) No compensation shall be made to the owner of any fireatms or
arimunition deposited in a public armoury by reason of any damage
occasioned thereto by any natural or accidental cause, —_

£

j
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+
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Part V—~Impoar AND Exrort

Import and 18, No person shell import any firearms or ammunition into Nigeria by
export sea or air or export the same therefrom by sea or by air except through a

roug port which is a port for the pu .of the customs laws or an airport duly
prescribed designated under Article 60 of the Colonial Air Navigation Order, 1955, nor

- LN. 108 of import or export the same byland except through 2 prescribed town adjacent
1955. to the land frontier or by the shortest route from the nearest part of the .

frontier to such 2 prescribed town. :

Import and 19. No person shall import or cause to be imported or exportor cause to

export of =e exported anyfirearms referred toin Part I ofthe Schedule or ammunition
prohibited therefor except in accordance with a licence duly granted by the Governoc-
ammunition. General -who may grant or refuse the same in his discretion and 3

such termsand conditions xs he may think fit.

Restriction 20, No person shall import or cause to be imported any firearms or

onimport of ammunition referred to in Part If or Part IIL of the Schedule unless he
ieearms and ¢ declares the sameto a customs officer or other prescribed officer atthe time of
ammunition. importation and— —

(a) unless he produces to such customs officer or other prescribed officer
a licence to possess such firearms or ammunition ; or

(6) he imports the same as part of hia personal effects and completes a
prescribed form of declaration that his destination is within Nigeria butis
in excess of twenty miles from the place of importation and that he will
surrender such firearm or ammunition to a specified authority or at =
public armoury at or near his destination in accordance with such declara-

t tion and with the terms of a permit for temporary ion thereofto be
. issued by the Inspector-General of Police : Provided that the Inspector- _

General ofPolicemayin hisdiscretionrequirethe surrenderofeuchfirearm
or ammunition for the purpose of transmiesion by official channels to such
specified authority or public armoury ; or

(c) he imports the sameas part of his personal effects and is in transit to
some countryoutsideNigeriaandeithersurrenders thesametothecustoms

or police authority while he is in Nigeria or obtainsa permit for temporary

possession duringsuch period of transit ; or

(d) he is a registered firearms dealer, or @ person referred to in paragraph
. (c}, (d) or(@) of subsection (2) of section 38, end imports the seme in

- accordance with an import licence duly granted by the Inspector-General
| of Police who may prant or refuse the same in his diseretion, subject to a

| like appeal as that provided for in section 7, and who may impose auch
terms and conditions as he may think fit; or

(e) he gives an undertaking in-writing that he will fortwitls apply for a
licerice in accordance with section 4 and surrenders such or
ammunition for deposit in a public armoury pending 4 decision uponsuch
application, 7

Inport by 21, No person shall imiport or cause to be imported any firearms or

Poshibited,  #mmMunition by post.
fo. Restrictions~ 22, No person. shall rt or cause ta be i) rted: any firearms or

on export of  ammuriition referred to in Part II or Part III of the Schedule unless he
firearms and ‘ *
tmmnunition, oeclates the same toa customs officer or other prescribed officer at the time
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of export and producesthe licence of permit held in respect thereof for
trender_or endorsement, or otherwise satisfies such customs or other

breacribed officer that heis lawfully inpossession thereof, 3

_ _, Parr Vi—Manuracture AND;RepareoFARMS

23, Subject. to the provisions of sections 24 to 26 no person shall
ufactute, aaecmble or repait any firearms or ammunition except at a

ublicarmoury or at arsenals catablished forthe purposes ofthe armed forces
of the Crownwith the consent of the Governor-General, acting’ in his
discretion, to, . FP

24, TheInspector-Generalof Police mayinhis discretion granta permit
to any person to catty on the business of repairing firearms referred to in
Part Il ofthe Schedule, and shall maintain a register ofsuch permits inforce,

r

25. TheInspector-General may, with the consent ofthe Governorofthe .
‘Region, andwiththe consent of the Commissioner of the Cameroons incase
of the Southern Camercons, in his discretion grant a permitto-anyperson ta
catry on the business of manufacture and repair ofthefirearms referred to-in
Part IIL ofthe Schedule, and shall maintain a register of such permits in force—__

_ 26. A registeredfirearms dealer shall be deemedto be the holder of a
‘permit for the repair of the weapons referred to inParta If and III of the
Schedule subject to any conditions prescribed by regulations,

: 27. No person shall shorten the barrel of a smooth-bore firearm 3
length of lesa than twenty inches from the muzzle to thepoint at which the
charge is exploded on firing, and no person shall have in his sion or
urider hia control any smooth-bore firearm whichhas beengo shortened, or
mnenofacture amooth-bore firearm having sucha barrel of less than:twenty
imchea, : ; a

- Parit VIT—Enrorcement Of ORDINANCE - ~
28. Apersonwho contravenes anyof theprovisionsofsections 3, 4, 5 (3),

6, 8 (2), 9; 10.(1), 11 to13, 18 to 22, 23 or 27 shall be guilty ofanoffenceand
uponconviction be liable to a fine of two hundred pounds or imprisonment

- for twelve monthsor to both such fine and imprisonment, andin addition the
court may order the forfeiture of any firearm or ammunition to which the
offence relates unless suchfirearm or ammunition appears to be the property
of& pereonnotprivy to the offence, and any such forfeited firearm or ammuni-
tion
Genetal ofPolice, . ,

29, The Governor-Generalin his disctetion may award toany person
who ahall have contributed to the conyiction of any offender against this
Ordinance ortheregulations by givinginformation or otherwise such sum,not
exceeding one-half
imprisonmentisimposed as an alternative or in default of paymentof such a
fine the Governor-General may in hisdiscretion award-such payment to.be
made from the general revenue ofthe Federation. me

30, Theholder of any licence or permit granted in accordance with the
provisions of this Ordinance shall produce the same, andif sorequired afty

of 1958

shall be disposed of in accordancewith the instructions of the Inspector-

ca
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“8k
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firearna or ammunition to which such licence or permitrelates, upon the
request of a police officer, and in default shall be liable upon conviction toa
fine of fifty pounds or imprisonment for six months. a
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Ordinance‘may open and necessary
premises the subjectof the warrant for the purpose of ascertaining whether

. any fireatm or ammunitionis contained therein, and the officer in charge of&
public armoury shall have similar power for a similar purpose in respect of
any-container in a public armoury. : .

31, Anofficer executing a search warrant under the Criminal Procedure
i break open any container upon the

32, The prescribed authorities and officers in charge ofpublic armouries
Nigeria are hereby authorised andempowered to take ali such neccesary

action and to do all such things as theefficient execution ofany ofthe provi-
sions of this Ordinance may reasonably require, and no action, suit or civil
proceedings ofany kind whatseover shall, without the written consentof the
Attorney-General of the Federation, be brought against any person in any
court for damages or compensation in respect of any measures or acts which

maybe taken or done in the execution or intended executionof the duties of
any such prescribed authority orofficer.

Parr VITI--REGULATIONS AND OTHER Powzrs

33. (1) The Governor-General, after consultation with the Council of
Ministers, may by regulations provide for—~

(a) the method of application for and the terms and conditions which
be attached to any licence or permitgranted, and to any registration

effected, under this Ordinance, and the renewal and revocation ofanysuch

licence, permit or registration ; .
(b) the records which shall be keptand returns to be made hya registered

-
"firearms dealer ;

(6) the records which shall be kept and returns to be made by authorities
granting licences in respect-of muzzie-loading firearms ;

(d) requirements asto thebuildings inwhich a registered firearms dealer
shall carry on his business, and as to the structural and safety and security
requirements ofan armoury maintained bya dealer;

‘(e) the procedutepon sale or transfer by2 registered firearms dealer of
firearms of amtounition which will be subject to licensing procedure in
anothés’ part of Nigeria ; : ‘

(f) the stamping or markingoffirearms and the method thereof;
(g) the conditions or circumstances in which deposit must be made or

may be made in » public armoury and the conditions ofand method for
withdrawal therefrom ; \

(A) the conditions underwhich the provisions ofthis Ordinance may be
modified in respect ofrifle clubs in accordance withsection 38 ;

(i) the total or partial exemption from the provisions of this Ordinance
of any type ofair-gun, air-rifle or air-pistol (and ammunition therefor) the
use or posession of which is considered to involve no danger orlittle
danger, and any conditions to be attached to such exemption ;

(j) prescribing anything which by this Ordinance has to be prescribed ;
(k) prescribing forms ;

subject to subsections (2) and (3), prescribing fees or minimum fees ;

 

and generally for the better carrying out of the purposes of this Ordinance,
(2) The Governor in’ Council of 4 Region, and the Governor-General

acting ih his discretion in respect of the Southern Cameroons, may by
regulations provide for the fees to be paid in respect of the licensing of
personal firearmsin the Region and in the Southern Cameroons respectively.

fre
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- (3) Theproceeds ofany fes in respectof thelicensing of muzzle-loading
. firearma in accordance with section shall be retained by the authority
Collecting such fees in augnicntation ofthe funds ofsuch authority. =

34. The Governor-General, after consultation with the Council, of
Minjatera, may by order amend any part of the Schedule.

38. The Inspector-General may by noti¢e in the Gazette delegate all or
anyofthepowers or duties conferred upon him by this Ordinance, other than
this rofdelegation, to anypolice officer or police officera, subject to such
conditions, exceptionia and qualifications and in respect ofsuchparts ofthe

Federation as may therein bebrezeribed, and during the period of such as
“delegation a reference in this Ordinance to the Inspector-General ofPolice

shall. be deemed to include a reference to anypolice officer orpolice officers to’
whom therelevantpower or dutyhas been delegated.

- 36. (1) The Governor-Ganoral if he thinks fit may at any timeby
proclamation prohibitthe sion ofor dealing in any firearms or aromuni-
tion, either hout the Federation or in any part thereof, and cither
absolutely or except subject to auch restrictions or conditions as may be

| (2) A proclamation. under subsection (1) may requirethe sutrender of |
firearms and ammunition within a apecified time and to-a specified authority,
and any person neglecting to make such surrender, or being in posseseion of
or inanyfircarm: orammunitionduringtheperiod thatsuchproclama-
tion is in force, shall be guilty of an offenceand shall beliable toaPenalty of
fivehundred poundsor imprisonment for two years, or to both suc
imprisonment.

\3% A police officer may selze any fircarmor ammunition of which the
owiter is unknown or cansotbe traced, atid shall int suchcase deposit the
same ina public armoury, ,

. Pake TX-~Savinos AND Repeat
38. (1) The provisions of this section shall have effect notwithstanding

the provisions of Part ITofthis Ordinance.
(2) A person epecified in any of the following paragraphs,subject fo an

 

  limitation specified in such paragraph, may acquire or have inhis possession .
Jere orwithout having a firearms licence, whilst-& firearm and ammunition

such firearm or ammunition is not used for other than the specified purpose
or other than its proper purpose— "4

(a) a registered firearins denler, or person employed by him,in respect
ofa firsarm. or amoiunition therefor acquired in his~possession in the
ordinary course of business ;

(8) the holder of « permit for the manufacture or repair of firearms,
subjecttothetermsofsuch permit, andinrespectofafire-arm or ammuni-.
tion therefor acquired or in his possession in the ordinary course of |
business; 4:

_ (¢) a person requiring to use a riveting gun, ot mechanical tool of some
other nature which may come within the definition of a firearm in respect
ofauch gun orother tool; -

" (d) & person on board ashipor aircraft, or at.a port or aerodrome, in
respect of signalling apparatus necessary for such ship or aircraft, or
necessary at such portor aerodrome;

fine and .

Cui

Governors
General may
prohibit .
possession
‘or dealing. : .
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amemberofa rifle club a) ravedby theInepector-General ofPolice,
woecacatesehhenengsgod2esucha memaberin
drill ortarget practice or instructionin respect of any firearm or
amintmition necessaryforsuch driltor practice;

(f) a person takingpart intheproductionofatheatricalor¢3
performance ‘in respect of afirearm or ammunition necessery for such
purpose ;

a réonhaving a firearm or ammunition for the purposeof
orarrae
or purpose ;

- (A) & person havinga firearm or ammunition therefor designed for the
capture offishby a diver underwater in respect ofsuch firearmorsnmuni-
tion.

39. ‘Theprovisions ofthis Ordinance shall not apply to any member of
thearmedforces ofthe United Kingdom orofthe Federation, orto member
ofthe police force, in relation to any firearm or smmimmition isued tohim for
officialpurports,andand2nofficerofsacharmedforcesorofthepolice force shall,
if the Inspector-General is sutiefied that he ie required to purchase or acquire
2 firearm or ammunition therefor for his own use in hie capacity 2s such
officer,he entitled withoutpayment of any fee to the grant of # Hoence

AS, The Arms Ordinance (Chapter 14 of the Reviaed Edition of the
‘Laws, 1948), theArms Ordinance, 1942, and the Explosives(Import, Control
and Sale) Ordinance, 1947, are repealed.

41, AnylicenceorpermitgrantedinaccordancewiththeArmsOrdinance
or the Explosives (Import,vort,Control and Sale) Ordinance, 1949, shall for 2
periodof twelve months after the date that this Ordinanceconeinte

ration. or for the peridd for which such licence or permit wee
Cokichever sail sooner expire) shall be as valid and effechal aa though
granted in accordance withflthis Ordinance,

SCHEDULE
{Sections 2, 3-3, 9, 24-26, 34)
Parr I—~Paoursiren Firgarns

eavy artillery of all kinds.
z Apecatusfortedieghargeofanyexploriveorges diffusingprojectile,

4. Bombs and
7 Mileyieandmachine-pistole,
6, Military rifles, pansely theeofcalles—7.62 mem, sd 303inches,
7, Revolvers and pistols whether rifled or unrifled (including fint-lock

pistols and cap pistols).
8, Anyother firearm not specifiedin Part ILor Part IIT of thie Schedule.

Parr If—PERSONAL FrReakMs

5- Shotguns
Sporting rifles, namely rifles of calibres other than those specified in
rem6of PartI.

3. Air-guns, air-rifles or air-pistols.
4. Humanereanekillers of the captive bolt type.

Parr TE-~lMuzz.e-LOADING FIREARMS

1, Dane-guns
2. Flint-lock guns All being unrifled and muzzie-loading.
3. Cap guns



- learns | No. of 1988 C13 :
 

. : Objects and Reasons oS ee

: This ia. Bill to repeul and replace the Arma Ordinance whict is at present In force (Chapter14
* of the Revised Edition), which was enacted in 1922 and which is not appropriateto present condi. x

tions, nor convenient toadminister, : tne

2, The Bill hasamongst ite objects provistonfor the licensing of dane guns andsimilar muzzle-
loading weapons in any Region or in part thereofwhere the Governmentof theRegion considerit
"appropriate, ‘The Ordinance now in force did not apply to flint-lock guns with unrified barrels

” whichwere lawfully in Nigeria when the Ordinance wasenacted, but; as disproofof auch existence
‘was rarely practicable, the main provisions of the Oidinance havenot in recent years been treated as
applicabie to muzzle-loading weapons. te

~ Se Clauss 2 of the Bill defines « firearm usmeaning any lethalbarrelled weapon capable of
discharging « missile, (which. will includeair guns, ait rifles and air pistols, although there will be
pawerb regulations to relax piovisions as to. licensing in respect ofadangerous types ofthese

4. The Bill provides (Clauses 3.to 5) forthe division of firearminto three categories, ‘The =
categories ace set out in tho Schedule tothe Dill und the nomenclature allocated is—= :

(a) prohibitedfirearms stheac comprisa weapons of war, rifles of mnilieneytype and revolvers and ‘|
pistals¢enerpotacesion is not completely prohibited but the Heenes of the Governor-General

iy

(6) personalfirearms + these comprise shot guns and other hunting and sporting weapons, and
air guns and air rifles ; the possession of firearms of this category will need a licence from or given
on Rehalt of the Inupector-General of Police ; (there is power by regulation. to exempt air-guns,
ttc, ofatype considered to be harmless) ¢ - . : ;

(6) muzsle-loadingfirearms : this categoryincludes all unrified guns such as dane guns, flint-lock
guns and cap guns; no-control will take place unless the Governorof the Region agrees thatit is
appropriate, and in the order thore may be specified the authority who will isaue licences. The
authority iain appropriate cascs likely to be the Native Authority concerned, Apart from certain
reatrictions relating to apecified disabili¢ica such aa defective eyesight (Clause 7), however, licences
will be granted as-of right. ‘Tho virtuo of the provision lies in the fact that records, which are not
available now, will bo available as to the number and location of muzzle-loading weapons,and
sontrol will he possible if everit should be required. Within. Lages a muzzle-loading weapan |
will be treated in thesania manner aa a personal fircarm and the grantofa licence will be discre- -
tionary (Cleuse'6), Clause 7provides for appeal to the Governor-General in the event ofrefusal
of a licence, ‘There are-provisions for thesafe custody of a licensed firearm (Clause 8), end —

~ Glause 9 applica the provisions of this Part to ammunition.

’§, Part HY of the Bill provides for aale aridtransfer by providing a systern of registration of
dealers on the same lines as the system in the existingOrdinance. What has in the past been known
as.aprivate arms watchousemaintained by a desler will beknown asan armoury. PartIVprovides:
‘for public armouries,until now known as public wareliouses.

6, Part Vo regulates import and export, and continues (Clause 20) a procedure whereby a
person entering Nigeria at a port in transit to another part of Nigeria maybe permitted to retain’a
rearm in his possession aubjectto safeguards designed to ensure that applicationfor a licence shall

bo miade inthe district of hisdestination. vo

7. Part VIprovides for registration ofrepairers offirearms and ofthe places wherethey operate,
Ye has provislon for licensing the making of dane guns and similar guns (Clause 25) which is new. |
The shortening of shot guns to a barrel Jengthof less than twenty inches and themanufacture of the
wand ip prohibited (Clause 27),

x

8, Clause 28 provides penalties forbreach ofapecific sections ofthe proposedOrdinance,and for
forfeiture of weapons the subject of an offence. Provisions in this Part (Part 17IT) as to rewards,
production of licences and protection of public officers. do not differ from the existing law, but
Clause31, permitting the breaking open ofcontainers when the existence ofillegal arms is suspected,

> jdenew,
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9, ‘There is provision in Clause 33for theinakingofregulatio manyadministrative matters,
including the levying offees, and provision thatwhora foasare to beepaidinteinn t ofinuxsle-Loading
firearmstheymaybereained by the muthority vinhate (it 16 sationpeted thet loval gorenninent
bodies and native authorities will effet the licensing). Clause a6sat the existing prowslon
whereby possession ofarms may be prohibittedby proclamation. iLause 35 vets out » power for the

: Inspector-General of Police to delegate, and Clause 37 provides for deposit ofseized arms in «public
armoury.

10. Clause 38 liste 2 number of exentptions whioh are to provide for such
sangpsot Cla3entbeoeatpait

The existingArms Ordinance (Cha;aptes 14) is wpealed(Cle(Clause 40},£0), togettior with the Arms
Ordinance, 1942 (amabortive replacement fo: unsatisfactory and
not broaghtinto operation), nd togetherwith the Explostves Goveroutset and Sale) Ordinance,
1947, which was enacted toprovide an interim ceessrue of coatrol.CisClause 41prosorves the valkticy
of existing licences during the period for which they have been issued.

“> O12 468)


