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Decree No. 37

[See section 20 (2)]

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby decrees

as follows :—

Veterinary Council of Nigeria

1.—(1) For the purposes of this Decree there shall continue to be a

council called the Veterinary Council of Nigeria (hereafter in this Decree

referred to as “the council”) which shall be a body corporate with perpetual

succession and a commonseal and shall be constituted in accordance with
the provisions of this Decree.

(2) The council shall be charged with the general duty of—

(a) determining what standards of knowledge and skill are to be attained

by persons seeking to be registered underthis Decree as veterinary surgeons
and of raising those standards from time to time as circumstances may
permit;

(6) securing in accordance with the provisions of this Decree the

establishment and maintenance of a register of persons registered under

this Decree as veterinary surgeons and the publication from time to time
oflists of those persons ; and ,

(c) performing the other functions conferred on the council by this

Decree.

2.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Decree, the council shall consist
of the following members, that is to say,—

(a) the person from time to time holding office as the Director of
Veterinary Research in the public service of the Federation (hereafter
in this Decreereferred to as “‘the Director”;

(b) for each university in Nigeria which provides an approved course

leading to an approved qualification, the Head of the Department or

Faculty of Veterinary Medicinein that university ;

(c) four persons, (hereafter in this Decree referred to as “elected
members of the council’’) elected, in the manner prescribed in Schedule 1

below,by registered veterinary surgeons from among themselves ; and

(d) four persons appointed by the Federal Executive Council, one of
whom shall be a person other than a registered veterinary surgeon ; and
in so far as it is practicable the other three persons so appointed shall be
representative of interests of registered veterinary surgeons throughout

the Federation.
(2) The Director shall be the President of the council.

(3) Schedule 1 to this Decree shall have effect with respect to the tenure

of office, election and appointment of the members of the council, and with

respect to the powers and procedure of the council and the other matters

there mentioned..

3.(1) The council shall prepare and submit to the Federal Executive

Council notlater than the thirty-first day of Decemberof the year in which
this subsection comes into force and of each subsequent year, an estimate
of its expenditure and income during the next succeeding financial year.
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(2) The council shall keep proper accounts and proper records in
relation thereto, and shall prepare in respect of each financial year statements
of accounts in such form as the Commissioner maydirect, being a form which
shall conform with the best commercial standards.

(3) The accounts of the council shall be audited by the Director of
Audit of the Federation.

(4) The Commissioner may out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of
the Federation make to the council, either by way of grant or by way of loan,
payments of such amounts as the Federal Executive Council may from time
to time determine. ,

4._({1) The Commissioner may give to the council directions of a
general character or relating generally. to particular matters (but not to any
individual person or case) with regard to the exercise by the council ofits
functions, andit shall be the duty of the council to comply with the directions.

(2) Before giving a direction under the foregoing subsection the Commis-
sioner shall serve a copy of the proposed direction on the council and shall
afford the council an opportunity of making representations to him with
respect to the direction ; and after considering any representations made to
him in pursuance of this subsection the Commissioner may give the direction
either without modification or with such modifications as appear to him to be
appropriate having regard to the representations.

The Registrar

5.—(1) The council shall appoint a fit person to be the registrar for the
purposes of this Decree, and such other persons as the council may from
time to time think necessary ; and the remuneration, tenure of office and
condition of service of the registrar and of any other officer or servant
appointed under this subsection shall be determined by the council.

(2) The person who immediately before the appointed day was appointed
Registrar of Veterinary Surgeons undersection 8 of the Veterinary Surgeons
Act shall on that day be deemed to be appointed the registrar under sub-
section (1) above; and in this Decree “the registrar’’ shall be construed
accordingly.

(3) The registrar shall prepare and maintain, iri accordance with the
rules madeby the council under this section, a register of the names, addresses
and approved qualifications, and of such otherparticulars as may bespecified,
of all persons who are entitled under the provisions of this Decree to be
registered therein.

(4) Subject to the following provisions of this section, the council
shall make rules with respect to the form and keeping of the register and the
makingofentries therein, and in particular—

(a) regulating the making of applications for registration and providing
for the evidence to be produced in support of applications;

(5) providing for the notification to the registrar, by the person to
whom any registered particulars relate, of any change in those particulars ;

(c) authorising a registered person to have any._qualification which is,
either an approved qualification or an accepted’ qualification for the
purposes of section 8 (2) of this Decree, registered in relation to his name
in addition to or, as he may elect, in substitution for any other qualifications
so registered; . ,

¢
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(@) specifying the fees to be paid to the council in respect of the entry
of names on the register and authorising the registrar to refuse to enter a
nameontheregister until any fee specified for the entry has been paid ;

(e) prescribing the fees to be charged in respect of the retention in the
register of the name of a person in any year subsequent to the year in
which he was first registered ;

(f) specifying anything falling to be specified under the foregoing
provisions of this section ;

but rules made for the purposes of paragraphs (d) and (e) of this subsection
shall not come into force until they are confirmed by order of the Federal
Executive Council.

6.—{1) The registrar shall—

(a) correct, in accordance with the council’s directions, any entry in
the register which the council directs him to correct as being in the council’s
opinion an entry which was incorrectly made;

(5) make from time to time any necessary alterations in the registered
particulars of registered persons ;

(c) remove from theregister the name ofevery deceased person.
(2) Ifa registered veterinary surgéon has ceasedto practise, the registrar

mayat his request or withhis consent remove his namefrom theregister.

(3) If the registrar—

(a) sends by: post to any registered person a registered letter addressed
to him at his address on the register enquiring whether the registered
particulars relating to him are correct or whether he has ceased to practise
and receives no reply to the letter within the period of six months from the
date of posting of the letter ; and

(5) upon the expiration of that period sends in like mannerto the person
in question a second similar letter and receives no reply to that letter
within three months from the date ofpostingit,

the registrar may remove the nameandthe otherparticulars relating to the
person in question from theregister.

(4) Where a person’s name has been removed from the register under
subsection (2) or (3) above, the council may on the application of that person,
direct the registrar to restore the nameor other particulars removed there-
from unless the original entry of his name orother particulars was incorrectly
or fraudulently made.

7.—({1) It shall be the duty of the registrar—
(a) to cause the register to be printed, published and put on sale t

members of the public not later than two years from the beginning of the
year in which this subsection comes into force ; and ,

(5) in each year after that in which a register is first published under
paragraph(a) above, to cause to be printed, published and put on sale as

- aforesaid either a corrected edition of the register or a list of alterations.
madeto the register since it was last printed ; and

(c) to cause aPrint of each edition of the register and of each list of
correctionsto be deposited at the principal office of the council.

. (2) The council shall cause the register to be printed and published in
the Gazette as often as it thinks fit.

(3) A document purporting to be a print of an edition of a register
published underthis section by authority of the registrar in the current year,.
or documents purporting to be prints of an edition ofa register so published
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in a previousyear andofa list of correctionsto that edition so published in the
current year, or any publication of the register made in the Gazette in the
current year shall (without prejudice to any other mode of proof) be admis-

_ sible in any proceedings as evidence that any person specified in thedocument,
or the documents read togéther or, as the case may be, in that Gazette, as
being registered as a veterinary surgeon is so registered, and that any person
not so specified is not registered.

Qualification for Registration, etc.

8.—({1) Subject to rules made under section 5 (4) of this Decree, a
personshall be entitled to be registered as a veterinary surgeon if—

(a) he lias attended a course of training approved by the council under
section 9 of this Decree; and

(8) the course was conducted at an institution approved by the council

or partly at one such institution and partly at another or others ; and

(c) he holds a qualification approved by the council.

(2) Subject as aforesaid, a person shall be entitled to be registered as a
veterinary surgeonifhe satisfies the council—

(a) that he is of good character ; and 8

(b) that he holds a qualification granted outside Nigeria and for the time
- being accepted by the council for the purposes of this subsection ; and _

(c) that he is by law entitled to practise (for ali purposes) as a veterinary
surgeon in the country inwhich the qualification was granted ; and

(d) if the council so requires, that he has had sufficient practical
experience as a veterinary surgeon;

and the council shall from time to time publish in the Gazette particulars of
. the qualifications for the time being accepted as aforesaid.

(3) Where any application for registration is received by the council
from any person whois notentitled to registration under subsection (1) or (2)
above, the council may refer the application to the Board of Examiners for
investigation under section 11 of this Decree. ;

9.—(1) Subject to subsection (2) of this section, the Council may approve

for the purposes of section 8 above—

(a) any course of training which is intended for persons who are seeking
to become, or are already, veterinary surgeons. and which the council
considers is designed to confer on persong completing it sufficient know-
ledge andskill for efficient practice of veterinary surgery ;

(b) any institution which ‘the council considers is properly organised
and equipped for conducting the whole or any part of a course of training
approved by the council underthis section ;

(c) any qualification which, as a.result of an examination taken in
conjunction with a course of training approved by the council under this
section, is granted to candidates reaching a standard at the examination
indicating, in the opinion of the council, that they have sufficient knowledge

and skill for efficient practice ofveterinary surgery.
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(2) The council shall not, in pursuance of subsection (1) above, approve
‘a qualification granted by an institution in Nigeria unless the qualification
Dearsoneofthe following designations, thatis to say—

(a) bachelor of veterinary medicine;
(6) bachelor of veterinary medicine and surgery ;
(c) bachelor of veterinary science ;
(d) master of veterinary science;

(e) doctor of veterinary medicine.
(3) The council may,if it thiriks fit, withdraw any approval given under

this section in respect of any course, qualification or institution ; but before
withdrawingsuch an approval the council shall—_

(a) give notice that it proposes to do so toeach person in Nigeria appear-
ing to the council to be a person by whom thecourseis conducted or the
qualification is granted or theinstitution is controlled, as the case may be;
and

(4) afford each such person an opportunity of making to the council
representations with regard to the proposal ; and -

(c) take into consideration any representations made as respects the
proposal in pursuanceofthe last foregoingparagraph.

(4) As respects any period during which the approval of the council
under this section for a course, qualification or institution is withdrawn,
the course, qualification or institution shall not be treated as approved under _
this section ; but the withdrawal of such an approval shall not prejudice
the registration oreligibility for registration of any person who by virtue
of the approval was registered oreligible for registration immediately before
the approval was withdrawn..- _

(5) The giving or withdrawal of an approvat under this section shall
have effect from such date, either before or after the executionof the instru-
ment signifying the giving or withdrawal of the approval, as the council
mayspecify in that instrument; and the council shall—

(2) as-soon as may be publish a copy of every such instrument in the
Gazette ; and F

(5) not later than seven days before its publication as aforesaid, send a .
. copy of the instrument to the Commissioner.

10.—{1) It shall be the duty of the council to keep itself informed of—
(2) the instruction given at any approved institution to persons

attending approvedcourseoftraining ; and. :
_ (8) the examinations a8 a result of which approved qualifications are
granted,

and for the purpose of performing that duty, the council may appointeither
ftom among its own membersor otherwise personsto visit approvedinstitu- -
tions or to attend such examinations.

(2) It shall be the duty of a visitor appointed under this section to
report to the council on— .

(2) the courses of study, staffing, accommodation and equipment
available for training in veterinary surgery and theother arrangements
andfacilities for such training in anyinstitutions visited byhim ;

(6) the. sufficiency of the instruction given to the persons attending ©
approvedcourses at institutions visited by him ;
* (c) the standard of the examinations attended by him ; and
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(2) any other matter relating to the institutions or examinations on
which the council may, either generally or in a particular case, request
himto report, : ,

but no visitor shall interfere with the giving of any instruction or the hélding
of any examination. oy oo oe

(3) On receiving a report made in- pursuance ofthis section, the council
shall as soon as maybe send a copy ofthe report to the person appearingto the
council to be in chargeof the institution or responsible for the examinations
to which the report relates requesting that person to make observations on the

. report to the council within such period as may be specified in the requests,
notbeingless than onemonth beginning with the date ofthe request.

". 11.—(1) There shall continue to be established a Board of Examiners
(hereafter in this section referred to as “the Board”) which shall consist of
two or moreregistered veterinary surgeons appointed by the council.

(2) The persons who immediately before the appointed day. were
members of the Board shall on that date be deemedto constitute the Board
until new appointments are madein pursuanceofsubsection (1) above.

(3) The Board shall investigate any application referred to it by the -
council under section 8(3) of this Decree and shall—

(a) where it is satisfied that the qualifications of the applicant afford
sufficient assurance of his suitability for registration, recommend him to.

- the council for registration ; or
(6) where it considers that further assurance is required -as to the

suitability of the applicant, examine the applicant in any mannerit deems
appropriate and thereafter make such recommendation to the council
as the Board deemsfit.

(4) Where any recommendation for registration of an applicant is made
to the council pursuant to subsection (3) of this section, the council may,
if it thinks fit, authorise and require the registrar to insert the name of such
applicant in the register, on payment to the council by the applicant of such
fee asmay be prescribed or without the paymentofany fee.

 

Professional Discipline ;

12.—(1) There shall be a tribunal, to be known as the Veterinary
Surgeons Disciplinary Tribunal (hereafter in this Decree referred to as
“the tribunal”), which shall be charged with the duty of considering and
determining any case referred to it by the panel established by the following
provisions of this section and any other case of which thetribunal has
cognisanceunder the following provisions ofthis Decree. -

(2) Subject to theprovisions of paragraph 7 (2) of Schedule 2 to this
Decree, the tribunal shall consist of the President of the council and. four
other members of the council appointed by the council of whom atleast one
shall be an elected memberofthe council.

(3) There shall be a body, to be. known as the Veterinary Surgeons
Investigating Panel (hereafter in this Decree referred to as “the panel”),
which,shall be charged with the duty of— ~

(a) conducting a preliminary investigation into any case whereit is ©
alleged that a registered person has misbehaved in his capacity as aveteri-
nary surgeon, or should for any other reason be the subject of proceedings
before the tribunal ; and Do

(6) deciding whetherthecase should be referred to the tribunal.
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(4) The panel shall be ‘appointed by the council andshall consist of . |

four members of the council, ofwhom at least oneshall be an elected member
of the council. . .

(5) The provisions of Schedule 2 to this Decree shall, so far as applicable
to the tribunal and the panel respectively, have effect with respect. to. those
bodies.. OO ., , ;

| 113.—(1) Where—
. (a) a registered personisjudged by the tribunal to be guilty of infamous ,
conductin any professional respect; or

having power to award imprisonment, of an offence’(whethér ‘or not an
offence punishable with imprisonment) which in the opinion of the tribunal .
is incompatible with the status of a veterinary surgeon ;or .

(c) the tribunal is satisfied that the nameof any person has been fraudu-
lently registered, . .

the tribunal, may,if it thinks fit, give a direction reprimanding that person
or orderingthe registrar to strike his nameoff theregister.

(2)hetribunal may, if it thinksfit, defer or furtherdefer its‘decision
as to the giving of adirection under the foregoing subsection until a‘sub-
sequent meeting ofthe tribunal ;but— — ote

(a) no decision shall be deferred under this subsection for periods
exceeding twoyears in the aggregate ; and a Be

(6) no person shall be a. memberof the tribunal for the. purposes of
reaching a decision which has been deferred or further deferred. unless
he was present as a memberofthe tribunal when the decision wasdeferred.

(3) For the purposes of subsection (1) of this séction a person shall not
be treated as convicted as mentioned in paragraph (6) of that subsection
unless the conviction stands at a time when no appeal or further appeal is

' pending or may (without extension of time) be brought in connection with
the conviction.

(4) When the tribunal gives a direction under subsection(i) of this
section, the tribunal shall cause notice of the direction to, beservedonthe
person to whomit relates. De

- _(5) The person to whom such a direction relates may, at any time within
twenty-eight days from the date of service on- him ofthe notice of the
direction, appeal against the direction to the Supreme Court; and. the
tribunal may appear as respondentto the appeal and, for the purpose of
enablingdirections to be givenas to the costs of the appealand ofproceedings
before the tribunal, shall be deemed to:beaparty thereto whetheror not it
appears on the hearing ofthe appeal. . oo

- (6) A direction of the tribunal under subsection (1) of this section’shall

“ (a) where'no appeal underthis section is brought againstthedirection
. wits the time titted for the appeal,‘on the expiration of thatae*
'

_

(6) where such an appeal is brought and is withdrawn or struck out
’ for wantof prosecution, on thewithdrawal ofstrikingout ofthe appéal;__

 

.

' - (8) aregistered person is convicted, byanycourt in Nigeria or elsewhere.
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(c) where such an appeal is brought and is not withdrawnor struck out
as aforesaid, if and when the appeal is dismissed ;

and shall not take effect except in accordance with the foregoing provisions
of this subsection.

(7) A person whose name is removed from theregister in pursuance of
a direction of the tribunal under this section shall not be entitled to be
registered in the register again except in pursuance of a direction in that
behalf given by, the tribunal,on the.application of that person ; and a direction
underthis section for the removal of aperson’s name from the register may
prohibit an application under this subsection by that person until the expira-
tion of such period from the date of the direction (and where he has duly
made such an application,. from the date of his last application) as may be
specified in the direction.

Miscellaneous and General

14.—(1) If any person whois not a registered veterinary surgeon—
(2) practises or holds himself out to practise as aveterinary surgeon ; or

(5) takes or usesthetitle of veterinary surgeon’; or

(c) without reasonable excuse takes.or uses any name,title, addition or
description implying that he is authorised by law to practise as a veterinary

' surgeon,

he shall be guilty ofan offence.

(2) If any person, for the purpose of procuring the registration of any
name, qualification or other matter under this Decree— co

'  (@) makes a statement which he believes to be false in a material
particular ; or

(5) recklessly makes a statement which is false in a material particular,
he shall beguilty ofan offence.

(3) If the registrar or any other person employed by the council wilfully .
makes any falsification in any matterrelating to the register he shall be guilty
ofanoffence.

(4) A person guilty of an offence under this section shall be liable on.
conviction to a fine not exceeding five hundred pounds or to imprisonment
for a tern not exceeding twoyears, or to both.

(5) Where an offence under this section which has been committed by
a body corporate is proved to have been committed with the consent or
connivance of, or to be attributable to any neglect on the part of, any director,
manager, secretary or other similar officer of the body corporate, or any
person purporting to act in any suchcapacity, he, as well as the body corporate
shall be deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall be liable to be proceeded
against anc punished accordingly:

15.—({1) Where any office in the public service of the Federation or of
a state therein, or in the arnfed forces of the Federation or in a university

. therein, requires a veterinary qualification, a person shall not be appointed
to thatoffice, or hold or remain in thatoffice unless heis a registered veterinary
surgeon.

(2) A registered veterinary surgeon shall be entitled to practise as a
veterinary surgeon throughout the Federation.

€
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.. (3) Where any document is required by any law for the time being in
force in the Federation or any part thereof to be issued or signed by a veteri-
nary surgeon it shall, if issued or signed after this subsection comes into
force, be invalid unless it is issued or signed by a veterinary surgeon registered
under this Decree.

_(4) Without prejudice to the rule of law whereby @ contract may be
void if it is inconsistent with the provisions of an enactment, no person
other than a registered veterinary surgeon shall be entitled to bring any

- proceedings in any court of law for thepurpose of recovering any fee or
other consideration whatsoever payable in respect of services rendered or
facilities or things supplied by him when purporting to act as a veterinary
surgeon.

(5) It shall be the duty ofthe person in charge ofeach veterinary school,
university or similar institution in the Federation at which there is held a
course of training intended for persons whoare seeking to becomeveterinary
surgeons, to furnish to theregistrar, notlater than. the thirty-first day of .
Marchin every year, a list of the names, and of such otherparticulars as the
council may by order specify, of all persons who attended any such course
at the institution in question at any time during the preceding year.

16.—(1) Any powerto make regulations, rules or orders conferred by
this Decree shall include power— _

(2) to make provision for such incidental and supplementary -matters
as the authority making the instrument considers expedient for the pur-
poses of the instrument; and

_ (b) to make different provision for differentcircumstances.
(2) The Commissioner shall lay a copycopyof all regulations before the

Federal Exectitive Council as soon as may beafter the regulations are made,
andthe regulations shall not comeinto force until approved by that Council.

(3) Nothing in this Decree shall be construed as indicating a contrary
intention for the purposes of section 12 (1) of the Interpretation Act 1964
(which contains additional provisions with respect to powers to make subor-
dinate legislation).

17,—({1) Without prejudice to section 16 of this Decree, the Veterinary
Council (Elections) Rules 1953 shall, until replaced by rules made under
paragraph 8 of Schedule 1 to this Decree, remain in force as though made
under the provisions of that paragraph and shall have effect subject to the
amendment specified in subsection (2) of this section.

(2) In rule 2 of the said Rules of 1953, for all wordsfrom the beginning
tothe words“Registrar shall”, there shall be substituted the following—

“2. Subject to the provisions of Schedule1to the Veterinary Surgeon
Decree 1969, whenever a vacancy occurs among the elected members of
the council, and that vacancy is required under that Decree to befilled by
a fresh election, the registrar shall’. .

18.—(1) Subject to section 13 of this Decree and to subsection (2) ofthis
section, a personshall be entitled to be registered-as a veterinary surgeon
if he has at any time been registered in the register maintained under section
8 of the Veterinary Surgeons Act; and the registrar shall accordingly,
without any application in that behalf make the necessary entries in the
appropriatelist in the register maintained under this Decree. .
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(2) A-person whose nameis not on the register maintained under the
Cap. 210. Veterinary Surgeons Act by reasonofits having been erased.or removed.in

consequence ofan inquiryinto his conduct held under section 20 of that:Act,
by the council established under that Act shall be deemed for the purposes’
of this Decree to have had his name removed, from the register maintained
under this Decree, in pursuance of a direction of the tribunal which togk

effect.on thedate when this subsection comes into force ; andthe provisions
‘of séction 13(7) ofthis Decree shall haveeffect accordingly’as if the direction
Senneprohibited ‘applications under that subsection forthe petiod ofsix
mont :

@G) Where—
(a) there is in any state in Nigeria an institution which was established

-before the. 1st January, 1968 and which grants a qualification to persons
, ‘Who have.completed a courseof yeterinary surgery |or‘veterinary teflicine

" . conducted at.theinstitution ;and.
++(6) the ‘institution,- course and qualificationaare recognised. by’:the
council.‘for the purposes of this-subsection, ~~~.

‘any such qualification‘grantedbeforethat day to such a‘person as aforesaid,
or after that day'to a pefson who on that day was engaged insuch a course

ea, ze at the institution with a view to obtaining such a qualification, shall be
ig. deemed to be a qualification approvedby the council under section 9of this
nt Decree ; and subject to the provisions of section 13 and of rules made ‘under

section 5 ofthis Decree, -a person shall, be entitled to be registered by
reference ‘to a qualification which is an approved qualification by. yirtue of
this subsection. ae

(4) For the purpose of enabling persons to qualify for membershipof the
councilatany.time during: the periodof two. years, beginning with the date
whensection 2 of this Decree comes intoferce, a person entitled by virtue
of subsection (1) of this section to beregisteredshall be deemed to be so
registered notwithstanding that the register has not been established or that

ceigses his name-is-not registered in it:

(5) Anyproceedings under Part Vv of the Veterinary Surgeons. Act
(which relates to discipline) which, immediately before the datewhenthe
provisions of that Act relating to such proceedings are repealed, were pending

s&s: before the council established by that Act or intheSupreme Court may be
8 "2 continued, and anyright of appeal under that Act which was exercisable
“"" “~ immediately-before that datemay be exercised}as if thisDecree had not been

passed ; and forthe purposesofthe foregoiiig provisions of this section‘and
-: Of enabling effect to be given to any ordermade or judgement given in con-

‘'.3 nection with any such proceedingsor appeal, but not for.any other purposes,
’ the’ registermaintainedunderthat-Act-shall be deemed notto beabolished.

- (6) The Veterinary Surgeons Actis hereby repealed ; and, subject to the
provisions,ofsubsection (5) of this section, the register:maintained under
that Actis hereby abolished.’ oo ,

Interpretae 19.—(1) In this Decree, unless ‘the context otherwise’requires, the
tion, etc... following expressions have the meaningshereby assigned tothem respectively,
eae Lh that4is to say—.

at De“approved” means3 for the timebeing approved under section 9of this
erees,

“approvedqualification” means a2 qualification whichisapproved under
section 9 of this: Decree; -: -

.

ow
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“Board of examiners” means the Board of Examiners established under
section 11 of this Decree ; ;

“the council” means the Veterinary Council of Nigeria established
underthis Decree; a co

- “the-Commissioner” meansthe Commissioner of the governmentof the
Federation responsible for matters relating to veterinary surgery ;

~ “the Director” has the meaningassigned thereto by section 2 (1) (a) of
this Decree ; .

“elected member of the council” has the meaning assigned thereto by
section 2(1)(c) of this Decree ;

_ “the Gazette” means the Official Gazetteof thie Federation ; ”
“the panel”? has the meaning assigned thereto by section 12 of this

Decree ; i

“prescribed” means prescribed by regulations ; -
“register” means a register maintained under this Decree, and “register-

ed” shall be construed accordingly ;

“the registrar” means the registrar appointed in pursuance ofsection 5
of this Decree ;

 

“regulations” means regulations made by the Commissioner; ’
“state” means a state created under the States (Creation and Transitional

Provisions) Decree 1967 ; ,

“the tribunal” has the meaning assigned thereto by section ‘12 of this
Decree ; ;

“the Supreme Court” means the Supreme Court of Nigeria;

- “veterinary surgery” means the art and science of veterinary surgery
and medicine and, without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing,
shall be takento include— __ ‘

(a) the diagnosis of diseases in, and injuries to, animals includingtests
performed on animals for diagnostic purposes ;

(b) thegiving of advice based upon such diagnosis ;
(c) the medical or surgical treatment of animals ; and
(a) the performance of surgical operations on animals.

_ (2) Anything required by this Decree to be donebyor to the registrar
may be donebyor to any assistant registrar appointed by the council.

.-(3) Any approval, consent, direction, notice, observation, report,
representation or request authorised or required to be given or made by or

_aundér this Decree shall be in writing and may, withoutprejudice to any other
-_methodof service but subject to the provisions of rules made under Schedule
2 to this Decree, be served by post.

* 20.(1) This Decree maybe cited as the Veterinary Surgeons Decree
1969, and shall apply throughout the Federation.

_(2) Theprovisions of this Decree shall come into operation on such date
as the Commissioner’ may by order appoint, and different dates may be

appointed for the purposes of different provisions and any referencein this

Decree to the commencementof any provision thereof shall be construed as a
reference to the day appointed under this subsection for the coming into
operation of that provision.

1967 No. 14,

Cnation,

extent and
commence=
ment.
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‘a registered veterinary surgeon.

SCHEDULES
% SCHEDULE 1,

SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE COUNCIL

Tenure of office of members and of President

1.—(1) Subject to the provisions of section 2 (1) (d) of this Decree and
of this Schedule, a person shall not be a memberof the council unless heis

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Schedule, the term of office of any
person, who is a memberof the council otherwise than. by virtue of section
2 (1) (a) or (8) of this Decree, shall be, as near as maybe,five years and the
day on which a member of the council ordinarily retires shall be the day
immediately before the annual general meeting of the council.

2. A memberofthe council other than an ex-officio member may at
any time by notice in writing addressed to the registrar, resign his office
as a member.

3, An elected member of the council shall cease to hold officeif he
ceases ‘to be a registered veterinary surgeon.

4, If any university ceases to be an approvedinstitution for the purposes
of this Decree, any member representing that university on the council ~
shall thereupon cease to hold office. .

Elections, appointments and casual vacancies

5. Elections or appointments to fill any vacancy occurringunder para-
graph 1 of this Schedule shall be held or made before the annual general
meeting of the councilat which the vacancy occurs.

6.—{1) Where a casual vacancy occurs among the elected members
of the council, the vacancy shall be filled—

(a) by the unsuccessful candidate at the previous ordinary election of
such members whoat that election received the greatest number of votes
and has not since become a member, or

(6) if two-or more such candidates received an equal numberof votes,
by the candidate who has been registered longest on the register or, if
two or more such candidates have been registered longer than any other
but for the same period as each other, by one of them chosen bylot, or

(c) if there were no unsuccessful candidates at that election by a person
elected from among themselves by registered veterinary surgeons at a
special election: Provided that no such election need ‘be held if an
ordinary election of elected member will take place within twelve months
after the casual vacancy occurred.

(2) Where a casual vacancy occurs among ‘members of the council
appointed by the Federal Executive Council the vacancy shall be filled by _
the Federal Executive Council. * ’

(3) A person filling a casual vacancy among the elected members of
_ the council shall hold office until the date on which the person whose
_ ‘vacancy hefills would have regularly retired.

7. A person ceasing to be a member of the council shall be eligible
to he re-elected or re-appointed.

Cc
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8. Elections of elected members’ of the council shall be conducted in
accordance with rules made by the council and approved by the Federal
Executive Council. — tee : . :

- 9. When in the opinion of thecouncil the President is temporarily
unable to perform the functions ofhis office, a person elected by thecouncil
shall perform those functions.

Powersof the council

10.—(1) Subject to the following sub-paragraph and to any directions —
of the Commissioner under this Decree, the council shall have power to do
anything which in its opinion is calculated to facilitate the carrying on of
its activities, ,

__‘ (2) The council shall not have power to borrow moneyor to dispose
of any property except with the prior consent of the Federal Executive
Council, and shall not have power to pay: remuneration (including pensions),

““gllowancesor expenses to any member, officer or servant of,the council or
to any other person except in accordance with scales approved by the Federal
Executive Council.

- Proceedings of thecouncil

11.—(1) The council shall hold an annual general meeting in January
in each year, and may hold such other meetings as the President of the
council may determine. 7

(2) Subject to sub-paragraph (1) above, the meetings of the council
-shall be held on such days and at such place and time as the President may
determine : Provided that if the President is required so to do by notice in
writing given to him.by not less than four other members of the council,
he shali summon a meeting of the council to be held within thirty days from
the date on which the notice is given.

(3) Every member of the council’ shall be entitled to vote on any
question comingor arising before the council, and all such questions shall
be determined by a majority of the members present and voting thereon. —_

(4) The President of the council shall be the chairman at all meetings
of the council when heis present ; and when he is.not present such other

member of the council present at the meeting as the council may appoint
for that meeting, shall be the chairman at that mecting. _

(5) At any meeting of the council, the President of the council and four
other membersof the council, of whom atleast two shall be elected members, *
shall form a. quorum. : :

(6) Where the council desires to obtain the advice of any person upon
any particular matter, the council may co-opt that person to be a member for
any meeting or meetings of the council, and that person while so co-opted
shall have all the powers of a member, save that he shall not be entitled to
vote on any question andhis presence at any meeting shall not count towards
the constitution of a quorum.

(7) Subject to the foregoing provisions of this Schedule and to section

: 26 ofthe Interpretation Act 1964 (whichprovides for decisions of a body to 1964 No.1.
be taken by a majority of the members of the body and for the chairman to

- have a secondor casting vote), the council may make standing orders regulat-
ing the proceedings of the council or anyof its committee.
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corifirmed by the council.

Committees

: 12.—(1) The council may appoint one or more committees to carry out,
on behalf of the council, such ofits functions as the council may determine.
~ + (2) A committee appointed under this paragraph shall consist of the
number of persons determined by the council, and: not more than one-third
of those persons may be persons who’are not members of the council janda
person other than a memberofthe council shall hold office on the committee _ -
in accordance with the terms of the instrument by which he is appointed.

- (3) A decision of a committee of the council shall be of noeffect until it is

Supplementary oy

. 13.—(1). Thefixing of the seal of the council shall be authenticated by
the signature of the President or of some other memberauthorised generally
or speciallyby the council to act for that purpose. So
- (2) Any contract or instrument which,if made or executed by a person
not being a.body corporate, would not be required to be under seal may be
madeor executed on behalf of the council by any person generally or spécially
authorised to act for that purpose bythe council.

(3) Any document purporting to be a document duly executed under the
seal of the council shall be received in evidence andshall, unless the contrary
is proved, be deemed to be so executed.

14, The powers of the council and of any ofits committee may be
exercised notwithstanding any vacancy, and no proceedings of the council or
any of its committee shall be invalidated by any defect in the election or
appointment ofa member or by reason that a person not entitled to do so
took part in the proceedings.

15. The additional elected member of the council required to bring the
numberof such members up to four shall be elected before, and shall come
into office at, the annual general meeting of the council in January 1969.
16. A person shall not, byreason only of his membership ofthe council,

betreated as holding an office of emolument under the Federal Military Go-
vernment or the governmentof

a

state.

SCHEDULE2 - Section 12
SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE DISCIPLINAR

‘TRIBUNAL AND. INVESTIGATING PANEL. :

The Tribunal
_. 1. The quorum ofthetribunal shall be four of whom at least two shall

be elected members-of the council. oe

.~ .2——(1) The Chief Justice of Nigeria shall makerules as to the selection
ofmembers of the tribunalfor the purposes ofany proceedings andas to the
procedureto be followed and the rules of evidence to be observed in proceed-
ings before. the tribunal, os

(2) The rules shall in particular provide—
‘+ _@)for securing that notice of the proceedings shall ‘be given, at such
time and in such-manner as may:be specified by the rules, to the person
whois the subject of the proceedings;

eames
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(6) for determining who, in addition to the person aforesaid, shall be a
party to the proceedings ; _ .

*  (e) fo£ securing that any party to the proceedings shall, ifhe so requires,
beentitledto be heard by the tribunal : BS  ,

(d@) for enabling ‘any party to the proceedings to be. represented: by-a
'* legalpractitioner; cot es

(e) subject to the provisions of section 13 (5) of this Decree, as to the
costs ofproceedings before the tribunal ; - oa

(f) for requiring, in a case where it is alleged that the person whois the
subject ofthie proceedings is guilty of infamous conduct in any professional
respect, that where the tribunal adjudges that the ullegation has not been
provedit shall record a finding that the person is not guilty of such con-
duct in respect of the matters to which theallegationrelates .

(g) for publishing in the Gazette notice of any direction of the tribunal .
which has taken effect providing that a person’s nameshall be struck off a
‘register. . mete

3. For the purposes of any proceedings before the tribunal, any. member
of the tribunal may administer oaths andany party to the proceedings may
sue out of the registry of the Supreme Court writs of subpoena adtestifican-
dum and duces tecum ; but no person appearing before the tribunal shall be
compelled— cos

: (a) to make any statement before the tribunal tending to incriminate
himself ; or = Te

(b) to produce any document ander such a writ whichhe could not be
compelled to produceat thetrial of an action.

4.—(1) Forghe purpose of advising the tribunal on questions-of law
arising in proceedings before it, there shall in all such proceedings: be. an
assessor to the tribunal who shall be appointed by the council on the nomina-
tion of the Chief Justice of Nigeria and shall be a legal practitioner of not
lessthan seven years standing. :

(2) The Chief Justice of Nigeria shall make rulesas to the functions of
assessors appointed under this paragraph, and in particular such rules shall
contain provisions for securing—

(a) that where an assessor advises the tribunal on any question of law
as to evidence, procedure or any other matters specified -by the rules, he
shall do so in the presence of every party or person representing a party
to the proceedings who appears thereat or, if the advice is tendered while
the tribunal is deliberating in private, thatevery such party or person as

. aforesaid shall be informed what advice the assessor has tendered ;

(6) that every such party or person as aforesaid shall be informed ifin
any case the tribunal does not accept the advice of the assessor on such a
question as aforesaid.

(3) An assessor ‘may be appointed under this paragraph either generally
or for any particular proceedings or class of proceedings, and shall hold and
vacate office in’ accordance with the terms ofthe instrument by which he is

. appointed, — oe Lo

¥215
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The Panel

5. Any three members of the panel, of whom one shall be an elected
member ofthe council shall constitute the quorum. rte

6.—(1) The pariel may, at anymeeting of the panel attended by not
less than six members of the panel including not less than two who are

members of the elected members, make standing orders with respect to the
panel.

(2) Subject to the provisions of any such standing orders, the. panel
may regulate its own procedure. ; a

Miscellaneous

TAperson ceasing to be a member of the tribunal or the panel
shall be eligible for reappointment as a memberof that body

(2) A person may,ifotherwise eligible, be a member of both the tribunal
andthe panel; but no person who acted as a member of the panel with
respect to any case shall act as a memberof the tribunal with respect to that
case. . .

8. The tribunal or the panel may act notwithstanding any vacancy in
its membership ; and the proceedings of either body shall not be invalidated
by any irregularity in the appointment of a memberofthat body, or (subject
to paragraph 7 (2) above) by reason of the fact that any person who was not
entitled to do so took part in the proceedings of that body.

9. The tribunal andthe panel mayeachsit in two or moredivisions.

10. Any document authorised or required by virtue of this Decree to
be served on the tribunal or the panel shall be served on the registrar.

11, Any expenses of the tribunal or the panel shall be defrayed by the
council. :

12, A person shall not, by reason orily of his appointment as a legal
assessor to the tribunal or as a member of the panel,’be treated as holding
an office of emolument under the Federal Military Government or the
governmentofa state. “

Mapsat Lagosthis 12th day of September 1969.

Mayjor-GeneraL Y. Gowon,
Head of the Federal Military Government,
Commander-in-Chiefof the Armed Forces,

Federal Republic of Nigeria
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