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TRADE (GENERALISED SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES) DECREE 1973

 

Decree No. 8

. [15th February 1973]

foll THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENThereby decrees as
‘ollows:— —.

1, The Board of Customs and Excise (hereinafter referred to as “the
Board’’) is hereby appointed as the certifying authority in Nigeria for the
purposes of certification of goods exported from Nigeria under the
Generalised System of Preferences of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development.

2. The Board shall on application therefor on the prescribed form by
an exporter, andif satisfied after inspection and valuation of the goods in
respect of which the application is made as to the correctness of the matters
stated in the application, issue a certificate in the prescribed form—

(a) stating the value of the goods, and

(6) certifying that the goods satisfy the rules of origin requirements
specified by the country to which the goods are to beexported.

3. The Board may for the purposes of section 2 of this Decree require
any exporter to furnish to the Board either orally or in such form as the
Board may require, such information as in the opinion of the Board are
nec for the purposes ofcertification under this Decree, and to produce
any book of account or other document of whatever naturerelating to the
sale by the exporter of the goods concerned.

4.—({1) The Commissioner may make such regulations as may be
required from time to time for carrying into effect the object of this Decree
and, without. prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, he may by regula-
tions prescribe—

(a) the form in which applications are to be made under this Decree
and the documents to accompany such applications ;

(6) the form of the certificate to be issued under this Decree; —

(c) the fees to be paid for the issue ofcertificates.

(2) The Commissioner may byorder published in the Gazetie delegate
to the Board the power to make regulations with respect to any of the matters
mentioned in subsection (1) of this section but nothingin such order shall be
construed as precluding the Commissioner from making regulations. with
respect to any such matters.

5.—(1) If any person—
(a) makes or signs or causes to be made or signed or delivers or causes

to be delivered to the Board any declaration or document pursuant to any
provision of this Decree, or
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(6) makes or gives any information or statement to the Board: pursuant
to section 3 of this Decree,

which he knows to be false or untrue in any material particular, he shall be
guilty of an offenceand liable upon conviction to a fine of $400 or imprison-
ment for two years, or in the case of a second or subsequentoffenceto a fine
of $1,000 or imprisonmentfor five years.

- (2) If any person—
(a) alters any document after it has been issued under or pursuant to

this Decree, or
iD

(6) counterfeits any seal of the Board orsignature, initials or other mark
ofany official ofthe Department of Customs and Exciseforthe certification
of such a document,

he shall be guilty of an offence andliable on conviction to a fine of $1,000
or imprisonmentforfive years.

(3) Where an offence under this Decree committed by a body corporate
is proved to have been committed with the consent. or connivance of, or
attributable to any neglect on the part of any director, manager, secretary or
other official of the bodycorporate, or any person purporting to act in any
such capacity, he as well as the body corporate shall be deemed to be guilty
of that offence and shail be liable to be proceeded against and punished
accordingly,

6. In this Decree, unless the context otherwise requires—

“the Board” means the Board of Customs and Excise established under
section 3 of the Customs and Excise Management Act 1958;

“the Commissioner” means the Federal Commissioner for Trade.

7. This Decree may be cited as the Trade (Generalised System of
Preferences) Decree 1973. x ——

Maps at Lagos this 15th day of. February 1973.

GrngraL Y. Gowon,
Head of the FederaiMilitary Government,
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces,

Federal Republic of Nigeria

EXPLANATORY NoTE

(This note does notform part of the above Decree but is intended
to explain its purpose)

The Decree appoints the Board of Customs and Excise as the certifying
authority in Nigeria for the purposes of certification of goods exported from
Nigeria intended to benefit under the Generalised System of Preferences of
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development.

 

PoBLISHED BY AUTHORITY oF THE FepERAL MUuLTTARY GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA
AND PRINTED BY THE Ministry or InforMaTION, Prentinc Division, Lacos



NATURAL SCIENCES RESEARCH COUNCIL OF NIGERIA
DECREE 1973 oe

 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

Section

1. Establishment of the Natural ‘9, Compulsory acquisition of land.
Sciences Research Council of |. 10. Power to accept gifts.

Nigeria. _. 11, Power to borrow.
2. Membership of the Council. 12. Financial provisions.

3. Tenure ofoffice, etc. 13. Expenditure of the Council.
4, Functions of the Council. 14. Annual report.

5. Power of Commissioner to give 15. Regulations.
8 directions to the Council, 16. Interpretation.
6. Secretary and other members of 17. Citation,

staff of the Council. —

ication of Pensions Act,etc S a7. Application of Pensions Act, etc. Supplementary Provisions relating
to the Council, 8. Offices and premises.

SS

Decree No. 9 .

” [15th February 1973]

- THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby decrées as
ollows :-— .

1.—(1) There is hereby established a body to be known as the Natural
Sciences Research Council of Nigeria which shall have the functions assigned .
to it bythis Decree and which shall be a Research Council for the purposes of
the Nigerian-Council for Science and Technology Decree 1970.

(2) ‘The Council shall be a bodycorporate with perpetual succession and
a commonseal,

(3) The supplementary provisions contained in the Schedule to this
Decree shall have effect in relation to the Council.

-2.—(1) Subject to this Decree, the council shall consist of twelve
members to be appointed by the: Commissioner after consultation with the
Nigerian Council of Science and Technology and shall comprise—

. (@).a Chairman who shall be a person of distinction in the field of
natural sciences ;
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(5) two persons with qualifications approved by the Commissioner.in
the following disciplines— -

(2) physics ;
(#) chemistry ;

(tit) biosciences group ;

(iv) geosciences group ;
(<) one person with qualifications approved by the Commissioner in _

mathematics ;

(2) two persons appointed on account of their technical knowledge
and close association with the developmentof natural sciences. me

(2) The Commissioner shall ensure that out of the total membership of
the council as provided for in subsection (1) above at least two shall be
persons appointed from any two of the followinginstitutes, that is—

(a) the universities and university research institutes ;
(6) research institutes for which the Federal Military Government and

the States have overall responsibility; _-
(c) such institutes, industries and bodies other than those to which the

foregoing paragraphs (a) and (b) above relate andnot being of a public
character. .

(3) Subject tothe provisions of section 3 of this Decree, theCommis-
sioner may appoint a person to act in the place of the Chairman during a
long absenceorduring thetemporary incapacityfromillness ofthe Chairman ;
and that person while so acting shall exerciseall the functions of the Chairman
under this Decree. | - ,

(4) Subject to the provisions of section 3 of this Decree, the Commis-
sioner may appoint any person to be a temporary member during a long
absence or during the temporary incapacity from iliness of any member ; and
that person, while the.appointment subsists, may exerciseall the functions of
a member underthis Decree.-

_(5) The Federal Executive Council may by Order published in the
Gazette’increase or reduce the membership of the Council.

Tenure of ' ~3.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Decree, a member of the
office, etc. council shail hold office for a period of 3 years from the date ofhis appoint-

ment and shall be eligible for reappointment for one further period of
3 years ; thereafter he shall no longer beeligible for reappointment :

Provided that nothing in this subsection shall be construed as entitling
any person whohas held office as Chairman for a term and whois being re-
appointed under this section to be appointedagainas Chairman. = tC

_ (2) Any member mayresign his appointmentbyaletter addressedto the
Commissioner and thatmember’s resignation shall have effect from the date of
the letter.

(3) The Commissioner mayat any time by notice in writing remove any
memberfrom his office for reasons stated in such notice. oO

(4). The foregoing provisionsofthis section shall he without prejudice to
1964.No. 1.° section 11 of the Interpretation Act 1964 relating to appointments.

Functions of 4.—(1) The functions of the Council shallbe— |
the Council (a) to encourage, promote and co-ordinate all forms. of reseatch con-

cerned with the natural sciences throughout Nigeria, -
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(8) to advise the Nigerian Council for Science and Technology and
through it the Federal Military Government and the Government of the

_ States on national policy on research concerned with the natural sciences
_ and on the financial and other requirements for the implementation of the

said policy, and.
(c) to ensure the application and developmentofthe results of research

in the natural sciences throughout Nigeria and in consonance with national
“economic, sccial and scientific policies. ,

(2) For the purposeofcarrying out the general functions imposed on the
Council under subsection (1) above,it shall be the duty of the Council as far
as its resources permit— .

' (a) to keep under review activities of all kinds pertaining to such
research and for that purpose—

(i) to survey and maintain an up-to-date recordofall existingfacilities

and personnel connected in any way with such research in Nigeria,
'  (#) to prepare and maintain a register of research projects relevant to

Nigerian problems, completed or being carried on,in or outside Nigeria ;

(b) to assess the value of such research programmes in terms oftheir

significance to the national economy and to advise the Nigerian Council

for Science and Technology and through it the Federal Military Govern-
ment or any State thereon;

_ _ (c) to advise the Nigerian Council for Science and Technology and

through it the Federal Military Government and the Governments of the
States on financial and other requirements of research (whether on a short
term basis or not) sponsored by the Federal Military Government or the

"Governments of the States and undertaken by research institutes,

’ universities or similar autonomous bodies in or outside Nigeria or directly |

undertaken by any department of the Federal Military Government or

the Governments of the States ; -

~ (d) to. advise the Nigerian Council for Science and Technology and
through it the Federal Military Government and the Governments of the
States on such organisational changes, including the establishment of

institutes, as are required to implement.or further the efficiency of such

research, and to bring under the control and management of the Council

such institutes as may from time to time be agreed upon by the Federal

Military Government or the Governmentofa State; “-

(e) to encourage general education relative to the research and to
sponsor the training of post-graduate students for research work and to

advise the Nigerian Council for Science and Technology on the manpower
and educational requirements in the field of natural sciences research; _

(f) topublish or sponsor the publication of the results connected. with

the research particularly in relation to Nigerian problems andto popularise

such results therefrom where their general recognitionis, in the Council’s
-opinion, of national importance ; -

" “(g) to co-ordinate all - activities relative to its functions throughout

Nigeria and to co-operate with foreign and international organisations
- connected with such research ; and

(k) to carry out such other activities as may, in the opinion of the
Council, further the advancement of natural sciences research and the

application of the results.

_. 5. Subject to this Decree the Commissioner may give the Council Power of

directions of a general character or relating generally to particular matters Commis we
(but not'to any individual person or case) with regard to the exercise by the wirectionete

Council of its functions, and it shall be the duty of the Council to comply the Council.

with such directions.
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'6.—(1) ‘The Council shall appoint-a Secretaryto. managethe affairs of
the Council underits direction.” a :

(2) The Council may appoint such other persons to be officers and
“servants of theCouncil as the Council may determine to assist the Secretary
in the exercise of his functions. a . .

(3) The remuneration and tenure of office and conditions of service of
the Secretary andotherofficers and servants ofthe Council shall be determined .
by the Council after consultation with the Federal Commissioner fo
Establishments. : . ,

7—(1) The Federal Commissioner for Establishments may by order
published in the Gazette declare theoffice of the Secretary or of any person
employed by the Council to be a pensionable office for the purposes of the
Pensions Act. — a

(2) Subject to subsections (3) and (4) below, the PensionsAct shall in its
application by virtue of the foregoing subsection (1) to any office have effect
asifthe office were in the public serviceof the Federationwithin the meaning
of the Constitution of the Federation.

(3) For purposes of the applicationof the provisions of the Pensions
Act in accordancewith subsection (2)above—-

(a) paragraph (1) of section 7 of that Act (which confers on the Commis-
sioner power to waive the requirement to give notice of desire to retire at
the ageof forty-five) shall have effect as if for the references to- the
Commissioner there were substituted references to the Council, and

(5) the power under section 9 (1) of the Act to require an officer to
retire at any time after attaining the age of forty-five,subject to his being
given six months’ notice in writing, shall be exercisable by the Council and

* not by any other authority.

(4) Nothing in theforegoing provisions shall prevent the appointment
of a person to any office on terms which preclude the grant of a pension or
gratuity inrespect of service in that office. oo, oe,

8.—{1) For the purpose of providing offices and premises necessary for
the performanceofits functions the Council may— ate

(a2) purchase or take on lease any land, and wee
(6) build, equip and maintain offices and premises.
(2) The Council may sell or lease any land,offices or premises held by

it and no longer required for the performanceofits functions.
9.—{1) For the purposes of the Public Lands Acquisition Act the

purposes of the Council shall be public purposes of the Federation within
the meaning of that Act. oo

(2) ‘The Chief Federal Lands Officer may, by an instrumentunder his
hand andseal, vest in the Council any property acquired pursuant to sub-
section (1) above ; and the Council shall pay into the Consolidated Revenue
Fund ofthe Federation a sum equal to the aggregate amount of any expenses
(including compensation) incurred on behalf of the FederalMilitary Govern-
ment by virtue of that subsection in respect of any property vested in the
Council by such an instrument. a

10, The Council may accept gifts of land, money or other property upon
such trusts and conditions, if any, as may be specified by the personmaking
such gift ; but the Council shall not accept any gift if the conditions attached
by the person making the gift to the acceptance thereof are inconsistent
with the functionsof the Council. ee

—
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+ 11. The Council may with the consent of the Commissioner‘borrow on
such terms or conditions such sums of money as the Council may require in
the exercise of the functions conferred on it under this Decree or any other
written law. ,

12.—(1) The Council shall establish and maintain a fund from which
there shall be defrayed all expenditure incurred by the Council.

(2) There shall be paid and credited to the fundestablished in pursuance
of subsection (1) above— a

(a) such moneys as may from time to time be lent or granted to the
council by the Federal Military Government or the Government of a
tate ;
(4) all moneys raised for the purposes of the Council by way of gift,

loan, grant-in-aid, testamentary disposition or otherwise; .
(c) all subscriptions or fees and charges for services rendered by the

Council ;

‘ @) all interest’ received in respect of moneys invested by the Council ;
an

(e) all other monies from time to time accruing to the Council.
(3) The fund shall be managed in accordance with rules made by the

Commissioner ; and without prejudice to the generality of the power to make
rules under. this subsection, the rules shall in particular contain provisions—

(2) specifying the manner in which the fund shall be held and regulating
the making of payments into and out of the fund;

(8) requiring the keeping of proper accounts and records in such form
as may be specified in the tules ;

_ (c) for securing that the accounts are audited periodically by an auditor
‘appointed from a panel approved by the Commissioner; and

(d) requiring copies of the accounts and of the auditor’s report thereon
to be furnished to the Federal Executive Council through the Commis-
sioner as soon as may be after the end of the period to which the accounts
relate.

13.—{1) The Council may from timeto time apply the funds at its
disposal—

:
(a) to the cost of the administration of the Council and of any research

institute under its administration ;
_(8) to the provision of scholarships and other awards for the training

of personsin the field of natural sciences ;

(c) for re-imbursing members or members of any committee set up by
_ the Council for such expenses as may be expressly authorised by the
Commissioner; 7 .

(@) to the payment ofthe salaries, fees or other remuneration or allow-
ances, pensions, superannuation allowances and gratuities payable to
the officers(including the Secretary) and servants of the Council or any
research institute underits administration, so however that no payment of
any kind under this paragraph(except such as may be expressly authorised
by the Commissioner) shall be made to any person whois in receiptof
emoluments from the Federal Military Government or from the Govern-
ment of a State; oo 7 sO
‘{¢) for the maintenance of any property vested in the Council or any
research institute under its administration; and os
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(f) for andin connection with all or any of the functions of the Council
under this Decree or any other written law. ae

~ (2) Exceptas provided forin subsection (1) above, no other remuneration
shall be paid to any memberofthe Council or any member of any committee
thereunder.

14, The Council shall as soon as possible after the end of each year
submit to the Federal’ Executive Council and to the Nigerian Council for
Science and Technology a report on theactivities of the Council and any
research institute under its administration during the last preceding year.

15.—(1) The Council may make regulations generally for its purposes |
under this Decree and, without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing,
regulations may provide for— oo

(a) the functions and responsibilities of the Secretary, and

(b) the disciplinary control of all officers and servants of the Council.

(2) Regulations made under subsection (1) above shall not have effect
until they are approved by the Commissioner, and when so approved they
shall be published in the Gazette.

_ 16.In this Decree, unless the context otherwise requires—

“the Commissioner” means the Federal Commissioner for Education

“the Council” means the Natural Sciences Research Councilof Nigeria
established by section 1 (1) of this Decree;

* “member” means a member of the Council;

“the Secretary” means the person appointed undersection 6 (1) of this
Decree ; -

: “State” means any State created under the provisions of theStates
(Creation and Transitional Provisions) Decree 1967.

_ 17, This Decree maybe cited as the Natural Sciences Research Coun ci
of Nigeria Decree 1973.

SCHEDULE ‘Section1 (3)
SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE Councn.

Proceedings of the Council

1, Subject to this Decree andto section 26 of the Interpretation Act 1964 .
(which provides for decisions of a statutory body to be taken by a majority
of its members and for the chairman to have a second or casting vote), the
Council may makestanding orders regulating the proceedings of the Council

"or any committee thereof.

2. The quorum of the Council shall be six andthe quorum of any
committee of the Council shall be determined by the Council. ~

3. At any meeting of the Council the Chairman or any person appointed
to act in that behalf shall preside, but if neither is present the members
presentat the meetingshall elect one of their numberto presideat the meeting.
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SCHEDULE—continued

-4, The following persons, that is to say— os
(a) the Permanent Secretaries of such Federal Ministries as may be

specified by the Commissioner, or their representatives, oan
(5) the Directors of such research institutes as may come under the

control and management of the Council in pursuanceofsection 4 (2) (d)
of this Decree,

(c) any two members of the Nigerian Council for Science and
Technology,

may attend any meeting of the Council and maytake part in its deliberations
_but shall not be entitled to vote and shall not count towards a quorum.

5. The Council shall meet not less than twice in each year and on such
other occasions as may be necessary,

Committees

6.—(1) The Council:may, where appropriate, appoint a management
committee to administer any research institute under the control and
management of the Council pursuant to section 4 (2) (d) aforesaid.

(2) Subject to its standing orders, the Council may appoint such other
standing and ad hoc committees as the Council thinks fit to consider and
report on any matter with which the Council is concerned.

(3) Every committee appointed under the foregoing provisions of this
paragraph shall be presided over by a member of the Council and shallbe
made upofsuch numberofpersons, not necessarily members of the Council,
as the Council: may determine in each case.

Miscellaneous

7. ‘Thefixing of the seal of the Council shall be authenticated by the »
signature of the Chairman of the Council or by that: of the Secretary if
authorised in that behalf by the Council.

8. Any contract or instrument which, if made or executed by a person
not being a body corporate, would not be required to be under seal may be
madeor executed on behalf of the Council by any personspecially or generally
authorised to act for that purpose by the Council.

9. Any document purporting to be a document duly executed under
the seal of the Council shall be received in evidence and shall, unless the
contrary is proved, be presumed to be so executed.

. 10. The validity of any proceedings of the Council or of its committees
shall not be affected—

(a) by any vacancy in the membership of the Council or any such
committee, or
'(®byany defect in the appointment of any such member.
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SCHEDULE—continued

11, Any member of the Council or any committee thereof who has a
personal interest in any contract or arrangemententered into or proposed
to be considered by the Council or any committee thereof shall forthwith
disclose his interest to the Council and shall not vote on anyquestion relating
to the contract or arrangement. _

Maneat Lagos this 15th day of February 1973.

GENERAL Y. Gowon, —
Head ofthe Federal Military Government,
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces,

Federal Republic of Nigeria

ExpLaNATOoRY Note

(This note does notform part of the above Decree but is intended
to explain its purport)

The Decree establishes the Natural Sciences Research Council of
Nigeria and empowers it to encourage, promote and co-ordinate all forms of
research concerned with the natural sciences throughout the Federation.
The Council is to be one of the Research Councils under the surveillance of
the Nigerian Council for Science and Technology.
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