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ScHEDULE 
s

Decree No.1

[15th Fanuary 1974]

followene FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby decrees as

National Universities Commission

_ 1—{1) There is hereby established a body to be known as the NationalUniversities Commission which under that name ghall be a body corporatewith perpetual succession and a common seal, and may sue and be suedin its corporate name.

(2) The supplementary provisions contained in the Schedule to:thisDecree shall have effect with respect to the proceedings of the Commissionand the other matters mentioned therein.
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‘Membership 2.—(1) The Commission shall consist of a Chairman and the following
of the. other members, that is— :
orrimission. . te . . .

. (a) seven members from the universities in Nigeria chosen in-such a
way that— "

(i) each of the following disciplines is represented, that is to say— -
Agriculture, Forestry and Veterinary Sciences; Basic Sciences ;
Engineering Sciences and Technology ; Social Sciences ; the Humanities;
Medical Sciences ; and other disciplines not otherwise so named, and

(a). the members represent the highest possible numberofuniversities;

(5) the Permanent Secretaries of thefollowing Federal Ministries,
that is— : .

(i) Education,

(#) Finance, Lo
(tit) Economic Development and Reconstruction, and

__- () Health ; a :

(c) six membesappointed on individual merit and a nation-wide basis
to represent commercial, industrial and professional interests and such
other nationalinterests as are not otherwise represented ; and

(d) the Executive Secretary who shall be an ex officio memberof the
Commission butshall not have the right to vote at meetings of the Com-
mission. _ :

(2) The Chairman and the other members of the Commission shall be
_appointed by the Head of the Federal Military Government.

Tenure of 3.—(1) Subject to-the provisions of this Decree, a person appointed to
office. be a member of the Commission, not being a public officer, shall hold office

for a period of three years from the date of his appointment or for such
other period as may bespecified in his instrument of appointment. |

(2) Any member, not being a public officer, may resign his appointment
‘ by a letter addressed to the Head of the Federal Military Government. —

(3) Members of the Commission, not being public officers, shall be
paid such remuneration and allowances as the Federal Executive Council
may determine. ,

Functions .  4-—(1) The furictions of the Commission shall be—

Ofthecioa (a) to advise the Head of the Federal Military Government, through -
- the Commissioner, on the creation of new universities and other degree-

_ granting institutions in Nigeria ;
(0) to prepare, after consultation with all the State Governments, the

universities, the National Manpower Board and such other bodies as it -
considers appropriate, periodic master plans for the balanced and co-

_ ordinated development of universities in Nigeria and such plans shall
include— : -

(2) thegeneral programmes to be pursued by the universities inorder
to ensure that they are fully adequate tonational needs and objectives, |

(ii) recommendations for the establishment and location of new
universities as and when considered necessary, and

(iii) recommendations for the establishment of new faculties~ or
post-graduate institutions in existing universities or the approval or
disapproval of proposalsto establish such faculties or institutions;
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(c) to make such other investigations relating to higher education that
the Commission may consider necessary in the national interest; |

(d) to make such other recommendations to the Federal Military
Government and State Governments or to the universities relating to
higher education as the Commission may consider to be in the national
interest ; 7 ;

(e) to inquire into and advise the Federal Military Government on the
financial needs, both recurrent and capital, of university education’in

Nigeria and, in particular, to investigate and study the financial needs of
university research and to ensure that adequate provision is made for this

in the universities ;

(f) to receive block grants from the Federal Military Government and
allocate them to universities in accordance with such formula as may be
laid down by theFederal Executive Council ;

| (g) to take into account, in advising the Federal Military Government

__ on university finances, such grants as may be made to the universities by
‘State Governments and by persons andinstitutions in and outside Nigeria ; --

(h) to collate, analyse. and publish information relating to university
education in’ Nigeria and from other sources where such information is
relevant to the discharge of its functions under this Decree ;

(i) to undertake periodic reviews of the terms and conditions of service
of personnel engaged in the universities and to make recommendations
thereon to the Federal Military Government where appropriate;

(j) to. recommendtothe visitor of a university that a visitation be made

_ to such university as andwhen it considers it necessary; =~

(2) to act as the agency for channellingall externalaid to the universities

in Nigeria ; and ,

(J) to carry out such other activities as are conducive to the discharge
of its functions under this Decree.

(2) The Commissioner may give the Commission directives of a general ©

character or relating generally to particular matters with regard to the
exercise by the Commission of.its functions under this Decree, and it shall
be the duty of the Commission‘totomply with such directives.

. a .

- Staff of the Commission

5.—{1) Thereshall be appointed by the Head of the Federal Military
Government an Executive Secretary to the Commission who shall have
appropriate qualifications. —

(2) The Executive Secretary shall be the chief executive officer of the

Commission and shall be responsible for the execution of the policy of the

Commission and the day to day running ofthe affairs of the Commission.

__ (3) The Executive Secretary shall hold office in the first instance for a

period offive years and shall be eligible for re-appointmentfor such further

terms of five years as the Head of the Federal Military Government may
determine, = : .7t

(4) Subject to this section, the Executive Secretary shall hold office on-

~ such terms as to emoluments and otherwise as may bespecified in his instru-
ment of appointment. -

Executive
Secretary
‘of the
Commission,



A4 1974 No. 1- National Universities Commission
 

- Staff of the ,
Commission.

Application
of Pensions
Act.
Cap. 147.

1963 No.20.-
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No.33 of
1958.
L.N. 49of
1959,

6.—(1) The Commission may appoint-a Deputy Executive Secretary -
and suchotherpersonsto be officers and servantsof theCommissiontoassist

- the Executive Secretary in the exerciseofhis functions. ©

(2) The remuneration and tenure .of office of the Deputy Executive
Secretary and the other officers and servants of theCommission shall be
determined by the Commission after consultation with the Federal Com-
missioner for Establishments.

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) above, the
Deputy Executive Secretary or any of the otherofficers and servants of the
Commission may be appointed by the Commission by way of transfer
or secondment from any ofthe public services in the Federation.

7.—(1) The Federal Commissioner for Establishments may by order
- published in the Gazette declare the office of any person employed by the’ -
Commission-to be a pensionable officefor the purposes of the Pensions Act.

(2) Subject to subsections (3) and (4) below, the Pensions Act shall in
its application by virtue of the foregoing subsection to any office have effect
as if the office were in the public service of the Federation within the meaning
ofthe Constitution of the Federation. -

(3) For the purposeof the application of the Pensions Act in accordance
with subsection (2) above—

(a) paragraph (1) of section 7 of that Act (which confers on the Com-
missioner power to waivethe requirementto give notice of desire to retire

~. at the age of forty-five) shall have effect as if for the references to_the
Commissioner there were substitutedreferences to the Commission, and

(5) the power under section 9 (1) of the Act to require an officer to -
retire at any timeafter attaining the age of forty-five, subject to his being
given six months’ notice in writing, shall be exercisable by the Commission

. and notby anyother authority.

(4) Nothing in the foregoing provisions shall prevent the appointment by
- the Commission of a person to anyoffice on terms which preclude the grant:
of a pensionor gratuity in respect of service in thatoffice.

National Universities Commission Fund, etc.

8.—({1) There shall be established by the Commission a fund to be
knownas the National Universities Commission Fund.

(2) There shall be paid into the fund established in pursuance of
subsection (1) above—

(2) such sums as may be made available to the Commission for the
purpose of making grants to the universities in pursuance of paragraphs(f)
and (g) of section 4 (1) of this Decree; and -

(b) such sums as may from timeto time be credited to the fund by way
of payment ofthe principal andinterest on and other charges in respect of
_any loan.made out of the fund, andalso any interest from investments made.
from the fund.

- (3) Disbursements from the fund shall be madeinaccordance with rules
made undersection 23 of the Finance (Control and Management) Act 1958 -
and, without prejudice to the foregoing, rule (26) of the Public Funds of the

_ Federation (Disbursement) Rules 1959 shall continuein force and haveeffect
as if made under this subsection.
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9, The First Schedule of the Finance (Contfol and Management) Act
1958 is hereby amended by the insertion immediately after item (17) in
Part IT thereof of the following new item, thatis—

“(18) National Universities Commission Fund: The fund established
by section 8 (1) of the National Universities Commission Decree 1974.”

_ 10.1) The Commission shall establish and maintain a separate fund
fromwhichthere shall be defrayed all expenditure incurred bythe Commission
except such expenditure as may be incurred byit pursuanttosection 8 above.

(2) There shall be paid andcredited to the fund established in pursuance
of subsection (1) above such payments as may be madeto it by the Federal
Military Government for the running expenses of the Commission and‘all —
other assets from time to time accruing to the Commission otherwise than in _-
pursuance of section 8 above.

11. The Commission may from time to time apply the proceeds of the
fund established’ in pursuance ofsection 10 (1) above—

(a) to the cost-of administration of the Commission; ~
_ (b) for reimbursing members or members of any cdmmittee set upby
the Commission for such expenses as may. be expressly authorised by the

- Commission in accordance with the rates. approved by the Federal
Executive Council; _ , .

(c) to the payment of the salaries, fees or other remuneration orallow-
ances and pensions, superannuation allowances and gratuities payable to’
the officers and servants of the Commission, so however that no payment
of any kind under this paragraph (except such as may be expressly
authorised as aforesaid) shall be made to any person whois in receipt of.
emoluments from the Government of the Federation or the Government’

’ of aState; ;

(d) for the maintenance of anyproperty vested in the Commission ; and
(e) for and in connection with all or any of its functions under this Decree.

12,—(1) The Commission shall submit to the Commissioner not later
than -31st December in each financial year an estimate of its expenditure
and income(including payments to the National Universities Commission

‘. Fund) during the next succeeding financial year.

' (2) The .Commission shall keep proper accounts in respect of each
. financial year (and proper records in relation thereto) and shall cause its
accounts to be audited as soon as may beafter the endof each financial year
by the Auditor-General of the Federation.

oo ‘Miscellaneousand Supplementary sO

13. The Commission shall prepare and submit to the Federal
Executive Council, through the Commissioner; not later than 30th June in
each financial year a report in such form as he may direct on the activities of
the Commission during the immediately preceding financial year, and shall
include in such report a copy of the audited accounts of the Commission for .
that year and the Auditor-General’s report thereon.

14.{1) Forthe purpose of carrying out the functionsconferred on the
Commission under this Decree, the Executive Secretary or any other officer
of the Commission authorised in that behalf—- ;

(a) shall have a right of access to all the records of any institution to
which this Decree applies ; -
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Regulations.

Interpreta-
tion.

Citation.

1964 No.1.

(6) may by notice in writing served on any person in charge of any such
institution require that person to furnish information on such matters as -
maybespecified in the notice. ae

(2) It shall be the duty of any person required to furnish information
pursuantto subsection (1) above to comply with the notice within a reasonable
period of time. » - yO

(3) In this section the reference to an institution is areference to a
_ university or any other degree-granting institution in Nigeria recognised
for that purpose by the Commission.

15. The Federal Executive Council may by regulations published in the
Gazette prescribe anythingfalling to be prescribed generally for the purposes
of this Decree. . oO

16. In this Decrée, unless the context otherwise requires—
“the Chairman” means the Chairman of the National Universities

Commission; = .
“the Commission” means. the National Universities Commission

established undersection 1 ofthis Decree;

“the Commissioner’? means the Federal Commissioner charged with
responsibility for higher education ; oe

“the Executive Secretary” means the person appointed as the Executive
Secretary to the Commission in pursuance of section 5 (1) of this Decree;
“member” means a member of the Commission dnd includes the

Chairman. . :

17. This Decree may. be cited as the National Universities Commission
Decree 1974. a

¥

SCHEDULE Section 1 (2)

SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE’ COMMISSION,ETC.

' Proceedings

1. Subject to this Decreeand section 26 of the Interpretation Act 1964
(which provides for decisions of astatutory body to be taken by a majority
of its members and for the chairman to have a second or casting vote), the
Commission may make standing orders regulating the proceedings of the
Commission or any committee thereof.

2. Every meeting of the Commission shall be presided. over bythe
Chairman or, if the Chairman is unable to attend a particular meeting, the
members present at the meeting shall elect one of their number to preside
_atthemeeting.

3. The quorum at a meeting of the Commission shall consist ofthe
Chairman (or, in an appropriate case, the person presiding at the meeting
pursuant to paragraph 2 above) and five other members of whom at least two
shall be members appointed pursuant to paragraphs (a) and (c) of section 2 (1)
of this Decree. . - .

4, Where upon any special occasion the Commission desires to obtain
the advice ofany person on anyparticular matter, the Commission may co-opt
that person to.be a member for as many meetingsas may be necessary, and
that person while so co-opted shall have all therights and privileges of a
member except that he shall not be entitled to vote.
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Committees oo

5.—(1) Subjectto its standing orders, the Commission'may appoint such
numberof standing and ad hoc committees as it thinks fit to consider and
report on. any matter with which the Commission is concerned. ,

(2) Every committee appointed under the foregoing provisions of this
paragraph shall be presided over by a memberofthe Commission andshall be
made up of such numberof persons, not necessarily members of the Com-
mission, as the Commission may determine in each case. _

(3) The quorumof any committee set up by the Commission shall be as
may be determined by the Commission.

6. Where standing orders made pursuant to paragraph1 above provide
for a committee of the Commission to consist of or co-opt persons who are

- not members of the Commission, the committee may advise the Commission
on any matter referred to it by the Commission.

Miscellaneous

- 7, The fixing of the seal of the Commission shall beauthenticated- by
the signature of the Chairman or of the Executive Secretary of the Com-
mission. mo .

8. Any contract or instrument which, if made by a person not being a
body corporate, would not be required to be under seal may be made or
executed on behalf-of the Commission by the Executive Secretary or by any
other person generally or specially authorisedto act for that purpose bythe
Commission. — .

9, Any document purporting to be a contract, instrument or other
documentduly signed or sealed on behalf of the Commission shall be received
in évidence and, unless the contrary is proved, be presumed without further
proofto have been sosignedorsealed. . .

10. The validity of any proceedings of the Commission or a committee
thercof shall not be affected—

(a) byany vacancy in the membership of the Commission, or:

(b) by any defect in the appointment of a member of the Commission or
committee.

11. Any member of the Commission or a committee thereof who has a
personalinterest in any contract or arrangement entered into or proposed to
be considered by the Commission or committee shall forthwithdisclose his
interest to the Commission or committee-and shall not vote on any question
relating to the contract or arrangement.

Mabeat Lagos this 15th day of January 1974.

GeEngRAL Y. Gowon,
Head of the Federal Military Government,
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces,

Federal Republic of Nigeria
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| - "Exptanatory Note

(This note does not form part of the above Decree
but is intended to explain the purport)

©

| The Decree sets up the National Universities Commission as a body
corporate charged with the responsibility of advising the Federal Government
on all aspects of university education and the general development of
universities in Nigeria. In furtherance of the discharge of its duties, the

- Commission would draw up periodic master plans touching on, amongst
other things, the expansion of existing universities and the establishment of
new ones. It is also to act as the central agency for channelling financial
contributions to the universities whether emanating from the Governments
or other bodies in the Federation or from foreigndonors.
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