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“FORFEITURE OF PROPERTY |
_ (8OKOTIE-EBOH STREET, SOUTH-WEST IKOYI)
4 DECREE 1976

 

Decree No. 18 —

[See section 5(2)}

on te FEDERALMILITARY.GOVERNMENThereby decrees as
‘OLOWS :— 7

1.—(1) The immovable property known as No. 8 Okotie-Eboh Street,
South-West Ikoyi in the Lagos State, and registered as No. LO 5128 at the
Land Registry at Lagos is hereby forfeited to the Federal. Military
Government. ,

(2) Accordingly, thesaid property (andall rightsandinterests pertaining
thereto), togetherwith all fixtures and furniture contained in any building

_ or structure erected on the said property or left or lying elsewhere’ on the
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property, shall, as from the commencement of this Decree and: without
further..assurance apart from this Decree, vest in the Federal Military
Governmentabsolutely and free from all encumberances. 4

2.—(1) Any person in possession of the property to which thisDecree
applies, or any portion of such property, shall within 14 days of themaking
‘of this Decree, deliver up vacant possession of such Property to the Chief
Federal Lands Officer or any person authorised in that behalf by. theChief
Federal Lands Officer to take possession of the said property.

(2) Any person whocontravenes or fails to comply with the provisions
of subsection (1) of this section shall be guilty of an offence and Hable on
conviction— . oo

(a) in the case of an individual, to
the option of a fine ; and

4
_ @)inthecaseofa body corporate, to a fine of notless than $55,100.00 ;
and in the case ofa continuing offence by a body corporate, to a fine of not
less than 500.00 for each day on which the offence continues to be

"- committed,

3. The Registrar of Titles in the Land Registry at Lagos shall, on the
production to him of this Decree, and without the payment of any fee,
register thetitle to the said property in the name of the Federal Military
Government, and ensure that the registration is effected free of all encum-
berances as provided in this Decree. _ : .
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4.—(1) Nocivil proceeding shall lie or be instituted in any court for
or on accountof or in respect of any act, matter or thing done or purported
to be done by any person for and on behalf of the Federal Military Govern-
ment under this Decree ; and if any such proceeding has been oris instituted
before or after the commencement of this Decree, the proceeding shall abate,
be discharged and made void.

(2) Chapter ITI ofthe Constitution ofthe Federation is herebysuspended
for the purposes of this Decree and the question whether any provision
thereof has been or is being or would be contravened by anything done or
purported to be donein pursuance of this Decree shall not be inquired into
in any ‘court of law.

5.—(1) This Decree may becited as the Forfeiture of Property (No. 8
Okotie-Eboh Street, South-West Ikoyi) Decree 1976.

(2) This Decree shall be deemed to have come into force on 29th
September, 1975. °

Maneat Lagos this 3rd day of May 1976.

Lrt.-Gznerat O. Opasanjo,
Head of the Federal Military Government,
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces,

FederalRepublic ofNigeria

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note does notformpart of the above Decree but is intended
to explain its effect)

The Decree provides for the forfeiture of the property known as No. 8
Okotie-Eboh Street, South-West. Ikoyi and for punjshment against any
person adjudged guilty of an offence under the Decree.

“
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| NEWS AGENCY OF NIGERIA DECREE 1976
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7. Delegation by the Board. _ lity by members of the Board.
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9. Membership of the Council. 20. Interpretation.
10. Inquiries by the Council. 21. Citation.
11. Financial provisions. ‘ =

SCHEDULES
. + 7 *

Decree No.19

[10zh May 1976] _ Commences
. ment.

‘ol THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENThereby decrees as
OuOWS -— .

1.—(1) There is hereby established a body tobe known asthe News, Establish.
Agency ofNigeria (hereafter inthis Decreereferred toas “the Agency”). mentzency

. (2) The Agency shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession of Nigeria.
and 2 common seal, and may sue and be sued in its corporatename.. -—.

2.—(1) The objects ofthe Agency shall be— Objects, etc.

(a) to. seek, obtain and otherwise receive through subscription, pay- Soey,
ment, exchange or other means, international, regional, local and other
news, news material and newsfeatures.;
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(6) to distribute such news, news material and news features‘ to sub-_
scribers against payment either in the form of fees or news exchange
or on such other terms as may be agreed;

(c) to present complete, objective and impartial information, news or
news material or features on any matter of public or national interest
within and outside the Federation ; and

(d) to report truthfully and fairly, without prejudice to public and-
national interest, the views of all sections of the population of the Federa-
tion.

(2) Without prejudice to subsection (1) of this section, the Agency
shall have the monopoly of collecting news in Nigeria for sale to foreign
news agencies. , :

3.—{1) Subject to the provisions of this Decree,the management of
the Agencyand responsibility for carrying out the objects of the Agency —
shall bevested in a Board ofDirectors (hereinafter referred to as “the Board”)
consisting of—

(a) a chairman whoshall be appointed by the Federal Executive Council :
on the recommendation of the Commissioner ;

(6) seven persons to be appointed by the Commissioner of whom at
least three but not more than four shall be persons employed by the .
Ministry underhis control, one shall be a person employed by the Ministry
of Communications andthe others shall beappointed by the Commissioner
from amongst otherinterests in the field ofjournalism and public relations
which in the opinion of the Commissioner ought to be adequately repre-
sented ; :

(c) one representative of the broadcasting organizations in Nigeria ; and
(2) the person appointed General Manager under section 5 (1) of this

(2) The provisions of Schedule 1 to this Decree shall haye effect with |
respect to the qualifications and tenure of office of members of the Board,
powers and procedureof the Board and the other matters mentioned in that
Schedule. BO

4.—(1) The Commissioner may give to the Board directions ofa general
character or relating to particular matters (butnot to any individual person
or case) with regard to the exercise by the Board of its functions;and it
shall be the duty of the Board to comply with the directions. :

(2) Beforegiving a direction under subsection (1) of this section, the
Commissioner serve a copy of the proposed direction on the Board
and shall afford the Board an opportunity of making representations to
him with respect to the direction: ; and after consideringany representations
made to him inpursuance of this subsection, the Commissioner may give
the direction either without modification, or with such modifications as
appear to him to be appropriate having régard to the representations.

5.—(1) There shall be aGeneral Managerwhoshallbeappointed by the
Federal Executive Council on the recommendation of the Commissioner
and shall be the chief executive officer and responsible forthe execution of
the Board’s policiesandthe administrationofits dayto day business.
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.__ (2) The General Manager shall hold and vacate office in accordance
with the terms ofthe instrument by whichheisappointed andshall— «

(a) receive such remuneration and allowances, and

° () beeligible to receive such pension, gratuity or other retiring allow-
ances (if any),

as maybe determined by the Board with the approval ofthe Commissioner.

* 6—(1) The Board shall appoint a Secretary, who shall be an officer
butnot a member of the Board and who shall keep the Board’s records,

_ conduct its correspondence and perform such other duties of a clerical and
secretarial nature as the Board or the General Manager may from timé to
time direct and require. 2

(2) The Board may appoint such other employees and agents as it
thinks fit, -  - , o

(3) ‘The terms and conditionsof service (including terms and conditions
as to remuneration, allowances and retiring and medical benefits) of the
Secretary and other employees and agents of the Board shall be such as may
be determined by the Board with the approval of the Commissioner.

__7—(1) The Board may by aninstrumentin writing under its common
seal delegate to any person or body. such ofits duties as may be necessary to
be performedin or outside the Federation :

‘Provided that any such personor body shall have no control over the
money of the Agency and shall act in all respects in accordance with the
direction of the Board.

Ns . : .
(2) The Board may, from time to time, form committees to consider

special questions as may be referred to them by the Board ; and any such
committee shall perform its functions according to directionsgiven to it .
by the Board. |

8. There shall be established 2 Council of Trustees (hereinafter referred
to as “the Council”) whose duties shall be—

| (@) to ensure that the Board carries out its functions in accordance
with the provisions ofthis Decree ; a

| (8) to consider any complaint from any subscriber to the Agency or
any user of services provided by the Agency ; and .
"©toconsider any matter referred to itby the Board orby the Commis-
stoner.

_ 9—{1) The members of the Council shall be appointed by the Federal
Executive Council on the recommendation of the Commissioner and shall.
consist of—

(a) the Chief Trustee and Chairman ;
 @®a representative each of the following,that is to say—

' @) the Nigerian Bar Association,
(ii) the Newspaper Proprietors Association,

and other
> gtaff.
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(i) the Nigerian Union of Journalists, -
(iv) the Nigerian Guild of Editors ; and

(c) three other persons,
(2) Theprovisions ofSchedule 2 ofthis Decree shall apply in respect of

the tenure of office of members of the Council and the other matters therein
contained. :

.10.—{1) The Council shall inquire into any complaint received by it
undersection 8 (b) of this Decree, or into any matter referred to it by the
Board or the Commissioner.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1) of this section, the Council may
receive oral or written evidence and may require any person to give such
information as mayin its opinion be necessary for the purposeofthe inquiry.

_ (3) As soon as maybeafter the conclusion of an inquiry, the Council
shall in writing deliver its findings and make such recommendations thereon
as it may deem fit to the Board or, as the case may be, the Commissioner,
whoshall take such action thereon as may be deemed appropriate.

(4) Thefindingsandrecommendations ofthe Council shall ifso directed
by the Commissioner be published in full by the Board.

11.—(1) The Agency shall establish and maintain a fund (in this
section referred to as “the fund”) from which shall be defrayed all ex-
penditure incurred by the Agency. :

(2) There shall be paid and credited: to_the fund—

(2) such moneys as may from time to time be granted to the Agency
by the Federal Military Governmentsand,

(8) all other moneys which may from timeto time accrue to the Agency.

(3) The fund shall be applied towards the promotion of the objects of
the Agency under this Decree and the payment of remuneration (including

' provision for pension, gratuity, superannuation or other retirement benefits)
to or in‘respect of any employee or agent of the Agency.

(4). The Board may,with the approval ofthe Federal Executive Council,
borrow money in connection with the operations of the Agency, and invest
part of thefund in such securities as the Commissioner may from time to
time approve.

12.—{1) The Board shall prepare and submit to the Commissioner not
later than 3ist December each year an estimate ofits expenditure and income
during the next succeeding financial yéar.

(2) The Board shall keep proper accounts in respect of each financial
year, and proper records in relation to those accounts and shall cause the
accounts to be audited as soon as may beafter the endof the financial year to
which the accounts relate by a firm of auditors approved as respects that year
by the Commissioner.

_ (3) The Board shall prepare and submit to the Commissioner not later
than 30th Junein each financial year a reportin such form as theCommissioner
may direct on the activities of the Agency during the last financial year, and

‘shall include in the report a copy of the audited accounts of the Agency
for that last financial year and of the auditor’s report on those accounts.



: (4) The Commi sioner shall cause a copy of each report made to him
_ under this section to he laid before the Federal Executive Council.

13. ‘The Agency shall havepower— Power to
. ee land,(a) to acquire and hold property whethermovable or immovable ; and hold ten

(5) to enter into contracts.

14. Theseal of the Agency may from timeto time be broken changed, Seal of the
altered or madeanewasseemsfit: : * Agency.
_ Provided that until a seal is provided under this section a stamp bearing
the inscription “News Agency ofNigeria” may beusedas the commonseal.

15. ‘The Agency shall have a principal office in the Federation and may Offices of the
establish such otheroffice or offices at such place or places in or outside the gency.
Federation as the Board with the approval of the Commissioner may from
time to time determine. 7 oe :

_ 16.—(1) Notwithstanding any arrangements which the Agency may Guarantee of
enter into or make for the reception and distribution of international news, _fulll service. _
-subscribers to the Agency may, on request and on terms in regard to payment
to be decided by the Board, receive through the Agency the full service
supplied to theAgencyby anyinternational newsagency.

(2) Arrangements for news collection and distribution made by th
Agency shall be without prejudice to the right of Nigerian newspaper and
radio subscribers to make their own independent arrangements for news
coverage by their own correspondents.

(3) ‘The term “correspondents” in subsection (2) of this section, shall_.
includethe editorial staff ofanewspaper or anypersonwho writes or supplies
news forafee either as apart-time or whole-time occupation.

417. The Agency shall be exempt from all stamp duties payable under Exemption
any law for the time being in force in Nigeria, from stamp

18. No member of the Board shall incurany personal liability for any Protection
loss or damage caused byany act or omission in the management or conduct against
ofthe affairs of the Agency unless suchloss or damage was occasioned by Betasby ;

_an intentionally wrongful act or omission on his part. _ os members of

 

_ 19. Upon the commencement of this Decree,’ all moneys or other Vesting of
assets, if any, in the custody, or control of any personby virtue of any certain
authority whatsoever given to or received by such person for or on behalf 8S¢ts 7
of the Agency in anticipation, of the commencementof this Dectee together — Board.
withinterest, if any, accruing thereon shall be deemed to form part -of
the income of the Agency and shall betransferred to and‘be vested in the
Board. , ° ——

20. In this Decree, unless the context otherwise requires— ‘ Inter-
“the Agency” means the News Agency of Nigeria established under P40"

section 1 (1) ofthis Decree; __ . oo

“the Board” means the Board of Directors referred to in section 3 (1)
-of this Decree{ . oe

_. “the Commissioner’. means the Federal Commissioner charged with  -
responsibility for Information ;; oe. ; a eo

- “principal office” means anyoffice ofthe Agency‘in Nigeria so designated
by the Agency. ; .
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Citation,

_ the Board.

1976 No. 19 News Agency ofNigeria .

ie" This Decree may becited as the News Agency of Nigeria Decree

_ SCHEDULES |

SCHEDULE 1 Section 3
_ SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE. BOARD

_ 1.—(1) A personshall not beappointed a memberofthe Board unless—
| (a) heis a citizen of Nigeria ; Se
_ (has not been convicted of any offence involving dishonesty or
fraud ; and i :

(c) if he has, he has in each case been granted apardon.

_ (2) Subject to the provisions of this patagraph, a member shall hold
office for a period not exceeding three years beginning with thedate of his
appointment: ; ot

Provided that a membershall not hold office, for a term ofless than two.
years unless the. Commissioner after consultation with the Board otherwise
irects. oes a

(3) Any member may, by notice to the Board, resignhis office. |

(4) A person whohas ceased to be a member of the Board shall be
eligible for re-appointmentfor notmore than one further term ofthree years.

(5) Sub-paragraphs(2) to(4)of this paragr:raph shall not apply in respect
of a member of the Board who is holderof anoffice in thepublic service of
the Federation. of po

2.—(1) Subject to the following sub-paragraph and to any direction
_ of the Commissioner under this Decree, the Board shall have power to do
anything which in its opinion is calculated to facilitate the promotion ofthe
objects of the Agency. - "|

(2) Members of the Board whoare notpublic officers shall bepaid out.
of the fund of the Agency such travelling and subsistence allowances in.
respect ofany period spentonthe business oftheAgency asthe Commissioner
may determine, but no other remuneration shall be paid to any memberof.

Proceedings of the Board
3. Subject to the provisions of this Decree and of section 26 ofthe

Interpretation Act 1964 (which provides for decisions of a body to betaken
by a majority of the members of the body and for the chairman to have a
second or casting vote) the Board may make standing ordérs regulating the
proceedingsof the Board or of any committee thereof. _

4, The quorum ofthe Board shall be fiveand the quorum of any com-
mittee of the Board shall be determined by the Board.

|
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-. 5.—(1) The Commissioner shall: appoint one of the members of the
Board to be the Deputy ‘Chairman of the Board for such period: as the

. Commissioner may determine, so however that a Deputy Chairman who
- ceases to be a‘membershall also cease to be Deputy Chairman.

(2) At any time while the office of the Chairman is vacant "or the |
hairman is, in the opinion ofthe Board, permanentlyor temporarily unable

to perform the functions of his office, the Deputy Chairman shall perform
those functions, ‘and references in this Schedule to theChairman ‘shall be
construed accordingly.

6.—{1) Subject to the provision of any standing orders of the Board,
. the Board shall meet whenever it is summoned by the Chairman ; and if
the Chairman is required so to do by notice given to him by notless than
‘six other members he shall summon a meeting of the Boardto beheld within
:seven days from the date on which thenoticeis given.

1. (2) At any meeting of the Board, the Chairman or in his absence the
‘Deputy Chairman shall preside, but if both are absent, the members present
at the meeting shall appoint one of their numberto preside at that meeting.

 

(3) Where the Board desires to obtain the advice of any person on a
particular matter, the Board may co-opt him as a memberfor such period
as it thinks fit ; but a person whois a memberbyvirtue of this sub-paragraph
shall notbeentitled to vote at any meeting of the Board and shall not count
towards a quorum. : ; Lo ; \

(4) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this para-
graph, the first meeting ofthe Board shallbesummonedbythe Commissioner
who may give such directions as he thinks fit as to the member whoshall
preside and as to the procedure which shall be followed at themeeting.

Committees

-7.—(1) The Board may appoint one or more committees to carry out,
_on behalf of the Board, such of its functions as the Board may determine.

(2) Acommittee appointed under this paragraph shall consist of the
number ofpersons determined by the Board, and not more than one-third
of those petsons may be persons who are not members of the Board ; and a
personother than a memberof the Board shall hold office on the committee

_ in accordance with the terms of the instrument by which he is appointed.

_ (3) A decision of a committee of the Boardshall be of no effect until
it is confirmed by the Board. ho.

. . ; Supplemental oo .

-8.—(1) The fixingof the seal of the Board shall be authenticated by
_ the signature of the Chairman or of some other memberauthorised generally
or specially to act for that purpose by the Board. .

(2) Anycontract or instrument which,if made or executed by a person |
not being.a body corporate, would not be required to be under seal may be
madeor executed én behalf of the Board byany person generally or specially
authorised to act for that purpose by the Board.

. . L g ° -
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 (3) Any documentpurporting to be a document duly executed underthe seal of the Board shallbereceived in evidence and shall, unless thecontrary is proved, be deemed to be so executed.

9. The validity of any proceedings of the Board or of a committeethereof shall not be affected by any vacancy in the membership of the Boardor committee, or by any defect in the appointment of 2 memberof theBoard or ofa person to serve on the committee, or by a reason that a person
not entitled to do so took part in the proceedings.

10. Any memberof the Board, and any) person holding office on a
committee of the Board, who has’ a personalinterest in any contract~or
arrangement entered into or proposed; to be considered by the Board or a
committee thereof shall forthwith disclose his interest to the Boatd and
shall not vote on any question relating to the contract or arrangement.

11. A person shall not, by reason only of his membership of the Board,
be treated as holding an office in the public setvice of the Federation or ofany State thereaf. . Po

SCHEDULE2 —~——e Section 9
. | .

SUPPLEMENTARY Provisions RELATING TO THE
|

Councii oF TRUSTEES

1. The term ofoffice of members of the Council (including the Chief
Trustee and Chairman)shall be four years and members shall be eligible —
for re-appointment,

__ 2. The term ofoffice of a new memberappointed £o fill a vacancy shall
be the remainder of the term ofoffice ofthe other members.

3. Three members shall constitute a quorum for a meeting of the
Council. |

4, The Council shall meet within one month of its appointment and
shall appoint a Secretary. i:

' 5, All expenses of the Couniil shall be met out of the funds of the
Agency.

6. A meeting of the Council shall be convened. within one month of
any matter being formally referred to it by the Board or on receipt of any
complaintfroma newspaper,radio ortelevision subscriber to the Agency,

7. Theoffice ofa member ofthe Council other than a memberappointed
by virtue of office shall be vacated— i:

(a)if he dies ; .

(6) if he ceases to be qualified ; _-
(c) if he becomes bankrupt, lunatic or of unsound mind;
(2) if he absents himself from three consedutive meetingswithout leave

ofthe Council; and the Council passes a resolution declaring his office
vacant ; 3
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(e) in' the event ofhis resignation being accepted by the Commissioner;
or ,

. (f) onthe occasion of his seventieth birthday.

Maneat Lagosthis 10th day of May 1976.
x . |

x

Lr.-GENERAL QO. OBASANJO,
Head of the Federal Military Government,
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces,

_ FederalRepublicofNigeria

5

EXPLANATORY Note

% (This note does notformpart ofthe above Decree
but #s intended to explain itspurpose)

The Decree establishes the News Agency of Nigeria and charges it,
amongother things, with responsibility for obtaining news from all sources, ©
both within and outside Nigeria, and supplying at a fee the news obtained to
the Agency’s subscribers. The affairs of the Agency are to be managed by a
Board of Directors the composition ofwhichis set out in the Decree.
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