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TheBill, which will in due course be presented to National Assembly for

enactment, is published for general information. . :

ABILL

AN ACT TO MAKE PROVISION FOR THE DISSOLUTION OF THE NATIONAL ScrENCcE

10

15.

20

25

- establishedor deemed to haye beén.established under orpursuanttothe.

AND TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY AND THE TRANSFER OF [ITS

Functions, STAFF, ASSETS AND LIABILITIES TO THE MINISTER OF ScIENCE

AND TECHNOLOGY AND FOR PURPOSES CONNECTED THEREWITH.

f ]

BE IT ENACTEDbythe National Assembly of the Federation of
Nigeria and by authority of the same as follows :—

i.—(1) The Minister ray, with the approval of the President, by
order published in the Gazette, establish research institutes and the

provisions of Schedule 1 to this Act shall applyin relation to'anyinstitute
so established.

(2) An order establishing a research institute under this Act may |

contain supplementary or incidental provisions, including: provisions

for—
; oe

(a) the designation of the institute 3

(b) the matter or matters on which theinstitute is to conductre-
search,including training where appropriate ;

“ft
4

(c) the transferto the institute of any existing Federal and,where a
State Governmentso desires, any existing State research establish-

. ments ;

(d) the establishment, constitution and proceedings of a governing .

board to manage theaffairsof the institute;

(e) asuitable association or other form ofrelationship:of the institute
with any university or other institution of higher learning in Nigeria.

2.—(1) The bodyknownas the National Scienceand Technology
Development Agency established by the National Scienceand Technol-

ogy Development Agency Decree 1977 is hereby dissolyed and the said
‘Decree is hereby repealed aid-the National Science and ‘Technology

' Development Agency(Amendment) Dectee 1978 is hereby consequen- ° é
ht , os _ liabilities,tially repealed. 7

(2). Notwithstanding subsection (1) above, the research institutes

"said Decree shall be deemed to have beenestablished under this Act. .

30
(3) Notwithstanding subsection (1) above, the transitional and

savings provisions in Schedule 2to this Act shall have effect in’telation
tothe employees,assets anid liabilities ofthe dissolved Agency and the
other matters therein mentioned. -° v ee
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Interpreta-
tion.

Citation.

3. In this Act, unless the contextotherwise requires—

“the dissolved Agency” means the National Science and Technology
Development Agency dissolved by this Act ; me

“the Minister” means the Federat Minister charged with responsi-
bility for science and technology.. " 5

: 4, This Act may becited as the National Science and Technology
Act 1979.

._ SCHEDULES ©

SCHEDULE1 = = ——— Section 1

ESTABLISHMENT OF RESEARCH Insrrrores

1, Any research institute establishedunder thisAct shallhave a govern-
‘ing board andshall be a body corporate with perpetual succession and a-: .
commonseal and may sue and be sued in its corporate nameandit shall have
power— -

| (a) to prepare a progr: me ofresearch; within the fieldfor which the
institute is responsible, for such periods, not less than three years,as the

_ board, with the approval of the Minister, may determine, together with. —

detailed estimates of the expenditure which willbe required for carrying
outthe programme; Pit nt, ce a Coty

(5) to review, andif necéssatytevise, each year theprograinme approved
under sub-paragraph (a) aboye for thefollowingyear, together with the

estimated budget for that. year ; mo Co

-(c) to carryout the programmeof research approved by theMinister ;
and a - SE 7 —

(d) to make suitable arrangementsfor the application of the results
of the work of the institute by Fedéral andStates’ Ministries and their .
-agencies to development activities. oo an

2. ‘The members‘of the governing: board. ofeath institute. shall be .appointed by the Minister with the approvalof the President.- -

* 3., Subject to. the provisionsof this.Act,-each institute ‘shall ‘havepawer
_ to do ‘anythingand toenter into anytransaction which in its opinion ought .
to be done in the proper discharge of its functions. mo

4, Each institute shall, in particular, ‘and without prejudice to the
 generality. of the foregoingpower, have power to acquire and holdproperty

and-~any interest in land.

 -§, The board of each institute. may appoint such number of standing ~
and ad-hoc committees as it thinks fit to consider and. report.on.any matter
with which the board is concerned.
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6, There shall be a Director for:each institute,e, appointed by the Minister

on the advice of the board of the institute concerned, who shall be aperson

with wide experience of the matters with which the relevant institute is.

concerned5 and theDirector shall—

(a) be charged withthe day to day. management of the affairs of the.

institute in accordance withsuchinstructions as ‘may from:time to time be

given to him by the boardof theinstitute ;and |

(5) be appointedin accordance with theregulations and conditionsoof

service approvedboy the Minister. . . :

7, The‘board.of each’ institute mayappoint“such other employees'aés
aredeemed necessary for theproper dischargeofthefunctions oftheinstitute

under this Act andpay such employees.such. remuneration and allowances

as are ‘payable to persons of equivalent grades inthe civil service of the

_ Federation. - po tee tg

8, The board of eachinstituteshall prepareand submitta the Minister
an anpual report oni the aactivities.oftheinstitute’. °

| FinanciaI Provisions
Pon

“9, Each institute2 shall establish and maintainaafundfrom vihichstill
bedefrayed all expenditure incurred bythe institute. ot

10. There shallbe. paid into ‘the fund such sums as may be.made
available to theinstitute by. the Government of the Federationand such, _
other assets a3 may accrile to theinstitute from timeto time, =

11. The fundshall be managediin accordancewith rules‘made by the
; Federal Minister of Finance ; and without prejudice to the generality of |

the powertomake rules conferred“d by this section, the rulesshall,in particular,
_ includeprovisions—

(a) specifying the manner ‘in which thie assets and thefund ;are to be

held and regulating the making of payments toand from thefund ;

ofrequiringthekeeping of proper accounts and recordsfor the pur ose
. of the fund in such form as maybe specified by therules ; Pe

(e):for securing.that the accounts areaudited annually by «an suitor
approved by theMinister ;Boot.

(d) requiring copies ofthe accountsand oftheauditreport on them:to:o'be
forwarded to the Minister notlater than three months following the end of

_ the period to which the accounts relate.

12. -Eachinstitutemay borrowor lendmoney enlywith the approval of
the Minister,

13. Each iinstituteshall prepare andsubmitits:programmerandestimated
"budgetand any annual revision, for approval by. the Minister.=.

C3
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Federation on the appointed day,

‘SCHEDULE2:

Section2°

TRANSFER OF Starr, Assets AND LIABILITIES OF DissouvepAcENcy

Disposition of Employees —

1. Subject as hereinafter provided, anyperson who immediately before
' the appointed day held office under the dissolved Agency shall, on. the
appointed day, be deemed to have been transferred to the civil service of the
-Federation within the meaning of the Constitution of the Federal Republic.
of Nigeria 1979 on terms and conditions as to emoluments as are not less
favourablethan those obtaining immediately before the appointed day:

2. In pursuance of paragraph 1 of this Schedule, the Federal Civil
ServiceCommissionshall, not later than 45 days after the appointed day, by
notice in writing offer every person'to which that paragraph relates, employ-
-mentin thecivil service of the Federation uponSuch terms and conditions as
to emoluments as are not less favourable thanthose enjoyed by that person

_ immediately before the appointed day.

3.—(1) Any person to whom an offer of employment is made pursuant
to paragraph 2 of this Schedule arid whofails within 30 days thereafter (or

‘such other date as maybe specified by the Federal Civil Service Commission)
togive the Commission an acceptance in writing of the offer shall be deemed
to have refused the offer.

(2) If a person refuses an offer of employmentmadeto him pursuantto
. the said paragraph 1 (either as provided in sub-paragraph (1) above or
otherwise howsoever), the obligation imposed on the Commission to. employ
that person shall thereupon determine.

4, When a person acceptsan’offer of employment made pursuant to.
. paragraph 1 of this Schedule, .such-a person shall be deemed to havebeer:
transferred to thecivil service oftheFederationwith effect fromthe appointed

day andhis service under the dissolved Agency shall be deemed to be service
in the civil service for pensions purposes. :

5. For the purposes of the foregoing provisions of this Schedule, the
terms and conditions as to emoluments comprised in ‘any offer shall not be

construed as being less favourable merely because they are notin all respects -

identical with or superior to theterms and conditions enjoyed by the person

concerned immediately before the appointed day,if the first-mentioned terms
and. conditions taken .as awhole offer substantially equivalentor greater

benefits to the latter. - lt to .

, _ Assets and Liabilities . — ; .

- 6. By-virtue of thisAct, there shall be vestedin the Governmentof the|
without further assurahee but subject as

hereinafter provided, all assets, funds, resources and other movable or

immovable property which immediately before the appointed day.were

vested in the dissolved Agency by the Decree. . ee
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: (2) As from the appointed day—

‘(a) the ‘rights, interests, obligations and liabilities of the dissolved
Agency existing immediately before theappointed day under any contract — |
or instrument, or at law or in equity apart from any contract or instrument,
shall by virtue of this Act be assigned to and vested inthe Government of
the Federation; _

(6) any such contract or instrument as ismentioned in sub-paragraph
(a) aboveshall be of the same force and effect against or in favour of the

- Government of the Federation and. shall be enforceable as fully and _
effectively as if instead of the dissolved Agencythat Government had
been named therein or had beena party thereto ; and.

(c) the Government of the Federation shall be subjectto all the obli-
gations andliabilities to which thedissolved Agency was subject imme-
diately before the appointed day and all other persons shall, as from the

- appointed day, have the same rights, powers and remedies against that
Government as they had against the dissolved Agency immediately before
the appointed day.

(3) Anyproceeding or cause of action pending orexisting immediately
before the appointed day by or against the dissolved Agency in respect of any —
right, interest, obligation or liability of the dissolved Agency may be con-
tinued or, as the case may be, commenced and any determination of a court
of law, tribunal or other authority or person may be enforced, by or against
the Government ofthe Federation to the same extent that any such procee-.
ding, cause of action or determination might have been continued, —
‘commenced or enforced by or against the dissolved Agency if this Act had not
beenmade. ‘

Supplementary ;

7. In this Schedule,“the appointed day” means the day oft coming into
force of this Act.

cs


