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- ELECTORAL BILL 1981

2 ARRANGEMENT OF CrLAuses
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PART I—REGISTRATION OF VOTERS

1. Persons eligible to yote at elections, _

2. Ordinary residence.

3. Qualifying date,

4. Control of registration and elec-

tions by the Commission, etc.

5. The Executive Secretary and other
‘employees of the Commission,
pensions of employees, etc,

. Electoral registration officers and

. New register of voters,
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» Registration agent,
10, Nﬂ:ice of display of preliminary
o e

11. Claims and objections.

12. Revising officer for hearing of

claims, etc.
- 13. Power to make rules and hearing
of claims, etc.
14. Completion of preliminary Iist,
15. Publication of preliminary list,
16. Inspection of register of voters,
17. Correction of register of voters:
18. Use of the Tegister,
. Part II—ProcEDURE AT ErgcTions
. 19. Election dates.
20. Issue of writ, =
21. Control of election by electoral
officers, : ,
22, Retuzm'ng officer and assistants,
‘23. Poll clerks. _ '
24. Supervision of returning ‘officer
~ and others, ' :
25, Clerks at polling station.
26. Facilities at polling station:
27. Notice of election,
28. Delivery of names of candidates
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29. Nominations,
30. Nomination pa;
31. Deposit. =
32. Validity of nominations,

33. Publication of list of nominationg, .

34. De_ath.of Sponsored candidate,
35, When poll required.

L

assistant registration officers,

- Revision of the register of voters,

36. Uricontested elections.

37. Failure of nomination.

38. Ballot where election is held,
39. Establishment of polling stations.
40." Ballot boxes,

41. Ballot papers, _

42. Polling agents,

43. Notice of ballot,

44. Hours of polling, ' &
45. Preparation of ballot boxes,
46. Questions to be Rut to voters,
47. Issue of ballot papers.

48. Manner of voting. -

49. Plural voting prohibited,

50. Beallot paper not to be marked by
voter for identification,

-51. Accidental destruction or marking
- of ballot pa . '

52. Blind and incapacitated voters,
53. Personal attendance, '

54. Voting at appropriate polling
) stations.

55. Use of certified extract of register

in special cases,
56. Personation in polling station.
57. Tendered ballot papers,

58. Power to exclude unauthorised
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59. Misconduct, etc,afpoﬂingstﬂtion.
- 60. Interruption of election, o
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64. Counting of votes,

65. Method of counting,

66. Statement of rejected papers,

- 67, Dealing'_with ballot Papers hy

returning officer,
* 68. Recount.
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70. Declaration of results, - '
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"72. Safe custody of results,
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74. Interpretation.
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76. Restriction on formation of
political part:es

77. Programme - and objecuves “of
political parties.

78. Application for regwtratzon as a
political party.

79. Registration of political party.

80. Renewal.

81, Withdrawal of certificate of re<

gistration.
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93. Offences in respect of nommatwn,
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95. Offence and penalty,
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97. Improper use of vehicles.
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101. Undue influence,
102. Bribery.
103. Disqualification for certaincorrupt
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107. Disorderly conduct at elections.
108, Offences on election day, -
109, Federal Electoral Commission to
be notified of certain convictions.

-110. Limitation on political broad-

casting and campaign by
political parties.

111, Limitation on political broad-
casting and campaigning by
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112, Broadcast from outside Nigeria,
etc.

Part V—LEGAL PROCEEDINGS TO
QUESTION THE VALIDITY OF AN
ELEcTION

113, Proceedings to question an election.

114, Right to present a petition.

115, Grounds for petition. -

116. Substantial compliance with

electoral provisions.

117. Decisions as to vacancy for Court.

118, Contents of the petition. ~

119. Further particulars,

‘120. Security. _

121. Address for Service.

122. Proceedings, etc. and time for
completion. '

123. A asofnghtfmmal-hgh

124. Appeals as of right from the
Federal Court of Appeal.
125. Proceedings on appeal, etc. and
time-for completion
126. Practice and procedure for appeals.

127, Service of notice, etc. of election

petition.
128. Reply. '
129. Amendment of election petition.
130. List of objections to votes. .
131. List of objections to elections,
132. Time and place of hearing petition. . .
133. Withdrawal and'disposal of petition.
134. Withdrawal of opposition. '
135. Fees.
136. Allocation of costs.

. 137. Calling of witnesses.

138. Return of security.

139, Service of sumumons, etc.

140. Miscellaneous.

141. Proceedings, etc. of.the Court.
142, Effect of judgement.

14-3 Reference to the Attorney-General

Part VI—MISCELLANEOUS

144, Persons disqualified from acting as
election officers.

145. Loss of registration card. .

146. Election publication to show prin-
ter’s name and address, etc.

147, Special power to postpone election,

148. Remuneration and expenses.

149, Use of pnblxc bum;s by a.
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150, _Secrecy of ballot.

151. Corrupt withdrawal of election

petition
152, Prosecuuon of offences dxscloaed
in petition. =
153. Time limit for certain prosecutions,
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156. Regulations,
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EvLectioNs ; ELECTIONS TO THE NATIONAL AsseMBLY AND Houses oF
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATES IN THE FEDERATION AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES
CONNECTED THEREWITH.

. oy} J S L
BE IT ENACTED by the National Asscmbly of the Federal
Repubhc of ngerla and by authonty of same as follows :—
PART I—REGISTRATION OF VOTERS-
| 1.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the persons entitled

to vote at any election in any constituency within the meaning of that

-expression as used in the Constitution shall be those ordinarily resident

there on the qualifying date and who, on that date and onthe date of the
poll, are citizens of Nigeria, of the age of 18 years or upwards and are

not sﬁbjéct_tcr anjr legal incapacity to vote :

Provided that a persoﬁ shall not be entitled to vote in any consti- ‘

fuency unless registered therein the-register of vdtera to be used at the

.election.

13

(2) No person shall vote at any 6ne election in more than one
constituéncy or ﬁlore than once in tﬁe samé constituency.
(3) In this section, “legal incépacitj” in its application to voters
includes— '
(@) the a;lmowledg(*;meni of a]legi&nce, obedience or adherence

by the pérsonal act of a voter to any foreign power or State ;

C 87

Commence-
ment,

Persons eligi-
ble to vote at
elections.
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1 () the imposition of sentence of death or, iri_ respect of an offence
2  involving dishonesty, of imprisonment (by whatever name called)
3  for a term exceeding six months or such other punishmeﬁt as may
4  lawfully be substituted therefor,-and the voter has not at the date of
—5 th; election suffered the pumslunent or. i’eceit:f a free paﬁon.;
F 6 (¢) disqualification undm:thls Act in res;iect of corrupt éractioes_
7  and other electoral offences at elections. :
8 (4) The following persons are not qualified to vote at an election,
. 9 tﬁatistosay-
10 (2) the Chairman and other _niemhers of th{;,‘ Commis;;ion ; .
11 () the Chief Federal Electoral Officer and Assistant Chief Federal
i2 Electoral Officers ; -
13 (c) electoral officers and assistant eiectc‘)ral officers ;
14 (d) the returning officer and the assistant returning officer
) 15 for each constituency ;
16 (¢) the presiding offcer.
?e;dém 17 2—(1) A pe;sbn shall be deemed to be ordinaﬁly r_esiden': in
18 a place for the purposes of thls Act if, whether or not he has his meals
- 19 there or is employed elsewhere—
20 (2) it is the place where he ﬁsua]]y lives or sleeps ; o
. 21 h (8) he has or usually has. his home in that place ; o‘r
— 22 ~ (¢) he intends to return thereto when away from it.
- 23 (2) Where for the ﬁurpc_:se of registration or objection to registra-
2 tion, residence or age is 4 matter for doubt, a revisiﬁg officer shall
= 25 decide it on the evidence before him but any person affected by that
— 26 decision may appeal to the Commission,
B .27 (3) A person shall have one of the foregomg places of ord.maxv
28

residence ; ; and the place nominated by him shall be h.ls place of ordmary
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residence for the purpo;zes of this section, and it shall not be lost to him—
(@) if at_'an'y time when absent for a period of less thauﬁ months
he has the intention to re’mm to that place of residence ; or

*(b) until he replaces it by another.

3. The expression “qualifying date” as used in this Act shall
' be the date on which the final regmter of voters as compiled under this

Act is published by the Commission,
" 4. The registration of voters and the conduct of elections shall

be subject to the direction and supervision of the Commission.

5.'—-—(1) There shall be appointed by the President an Executive

Secretary to the Commission who shall have such qualifications and
expenence as are appropriate fcr a person requlred to perform the
functions of his office under this Act. _
(2) Subject to the general direction. of the Commission and, subject
thereto, of the C&m.tman, the Executive Secretary—
(@) shall be fesponsible for keepizig proper rceords of the proceed-
ings of the Commission ; and | -
(b) shall be the head of the Commission’s secrctanat and be respon-

sible for the administration theteof and, subject as aforementioned, be

responsible for the dajr to day direction and control of all other

employees of the Commsssmn
-(3) The Executive Secretary shall be the accounting officer of the
Commission. _
(4) There shall be an Aﬂminisu'aﬁve Secretary responsible for.the
adrmmstrat:on of ‘each State Branch Office of the Commlssxon to be
appointed by the Comm:.ssmn who shaﬂ hmre such qualifications and expe-

rience as may be considered appropnane fora person required to perform

&

" Qualifying

date,

Control of
registration
and elections

" . bythe
- Commission,

etc,
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such dutles and, subject as mentmncd w:th respect to the Execufive

Secretary, shall be under the general direction of the Resident Federal
Electotal Commissioner, ; _ |

(5) Th_é- Commission shall have: power to appoint either directly
or on transfer or on secoxidment from:'any public service in the ?edera-
tion, after consultatmn mth the appropriate Civil Service Commission
or such othcr similar body, such number of employees as may, in the
oplmon of the Commission, be requn'ed to assist the Commission in the
discharge of any of its functions Lmder this Act and sha]l have power -
to pay persons so employed such remunerations (mcludmg allowances)
as the Comnussmn may from time to tinge deternnne |

(6) It is hereby declared that service in the Com:ﬁissidﬁ shall be

public service for the purposes of the Pensions Act 1979 and, accordingly,

_officers and other persons ér:gployed in the Commission shall in respect

of their service in the Commission be entitled to pensions, gratuities
and other retirement benefits as are proacnbed thereunder.

(7) Nothing in the foregomg prows:ons of tlus sectxon shall prevent
the appointment of a person to any oﬂice in the Commission on tempo-
rary or seasonal basis or on such other terms which preclude the grant
ofa pensmn or gratuity in respect of service in that office.

6.—(1) Subject to this _sectlon, the: Comrmssxon-_sha]l appoint a
fit person (hereinaftgrl referred to 33 an “electoral regis&ation officer”) - ’
for such areas of the Federation as the Commission may from time to
time determine. .-

{2) The Commxssmn may appomt assistant electoral ‘registration

oﬂicers In respect of. any rcglstrauqn area, and the assistant electoral
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registration officers so-appointed shall be subject to the authority.and
control of the electoral registration officers for the area or part of the
area in respect of which they are ﬁppointed, and.su'bject ‘thereto any

assistant electoral registration officer appointed in respect of an area

shall haye and may escerclse the powers and duties of the electoral

- regm:rauon officer in that area.

(3) The Admlmstrauve Sec;eta.ry of each State Branch Office of the

Commission shall be the Chief Federal Electoral Registration Officer for

_ the State and shall, subject to the control and dlrectmn of the Commission -

and the prowsmns of this Act, supervise all the registrat:ton officers for

the reg1strataon areas within tﬁe State.

(4) The Executive Secretary of the Commission shall be the Chief

Federal Electoral Registration Officer of the Federation and shall perform

such functions in relation to the registration of voters under this Act

as the Commission may direct,
7—(1) A new register of voters shall be compiled by the Commis-
sion for each__ constituency after the téking of every census. -

(2) The new régister of voters shall be compile;i from a prelinﬁnﬁ'ry
list obtained from the regzstranon of all ehglble voters at reg:stratxon
centres and in such other manner as the’ Comnnsswn may think fit,

" (3) A . registration’ officer or supemsory assistant regwtratmn
officer or an assistant regmtratmn officer andj any person authorised
by him may, for any purpose conniected with the registration of voters,
be present at the registration centre between the hours of 7 o’clock in
the morning and  o’clock in the evéning and rﬁay make such enquiries

as may be deemed necessary for the per_forman.cé‘of his duties.

New
register of
voters.
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(4) Any of the persons referred to in subsectxon (3) above engaged
in the registration of voters shall wear and prominently display a badge
provided by the Commission as evidence of his authority to register the

names of the voters .residing in the reglstratxon area,

(5) Every person engaged in the reglstratlon of voters shall in

~respect of his’ area—-

(2) exercise the utmost care in preparing the list of voters and
(b) take all necessary precautions. to ensure that the list when
- completed- contains the principal names by whicha voter is usually or
may be known and his address and that the list does not contain the
name of any person who -1s.not a voter. i
(6) Every preliminary list under this Act shall be displayed iri the
constituency to which it refers in such a manner and in such places as

the Comm:sslon may direct and no tegister of voters shall be printed or

used for the purpose of any election until all claims and objectlons have =

been dealt with in. the prescnbed manner.

(7) The rchster shall contain in respect of every person the particu-
lars required in Form EC, 1A in the Schedule to this Act including the
principal name and such one or more further names by which a person
is usually or may be known and his address, which for the purposesof -
this subsectnon may be the name of a vﬂlage or in the case of a town, the
name of the street, if the Commlssxon thinks fit, but no person shall be
registered under a principal name alone being a single name or without
his address. |

(8) When the claims and objections to a prelimi.nary list have. béén
dealt with as required by this Act, it shall be printed in such number
of volumes which shall be bound and paged, with the pages numbered
consecutively, as directed by thé Commission and be published as the

register of voters,



Ekctordd 1981 No.

co "

w

0 =~ o wn

10
1

12
13

14
15

16
17
18
19

20

21 -

22
23
24

26

. 27

28

8-—(1) The register of .vote..rs in every constituency shall be

such a revision nec&esaty : ]
Provided that nothing contained in this subsection shall prevent the

existing register of votets-. f;ohl Being revised for the first set of by-

elections intothe National and State Assemblies and further, if suitably

adapted for such use, at Local Government Council elections to be held
immediately after the coming into force of this Act.
(2) The Commission shall in any area in which.a revision is to be

made and in such a manner as it thinks fit invite applications for in-

~

Revision of
the register

- 2‘ voters.
revzsed before a national election or whenever the Commission considers °

clusion in the reguster of voters from persons claiming to be entitled

3

because of age, change of r&sxdence or other sufficient reason. Anapplica-

tion within the time prescnbed in this Act shall bein Fofm EC.1 in the

Schedule to this Act and shall be made in person by the apphm and

if’ he is illiterate any person who i is literate may assist Ium
(3) The registrat.ton officer shal] include the names in the list to be

known as the supplemsntary hst and the supplementary list shall with

the exzstmg reglstgr of voters comprise a new preliminary hst and the
prowsmns of this Act as to prehmmary list shall apply and have effect
accordingly.

(4) The Commission n rnay authorise the issue of new reglsn‘atxon

_cards in Form EC.1G i in the Schedule to this Act to persons included

in the preliminary list compﬂed as prescribed and each such reglstrauon

card shall be numbered bear the stamp of the registration officer and any

other relevant part[culars as may be rcqmred by the Commission.

(5) The Commission shall de.v.1gn the registration card from time to
time aszt _thinks fit and such new regxstratlon cards shall be the only
valld authority for votmg
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-(6) Any person notxssuedmth the currentreglstrat:on card shall not
be entitled to vote at  any elecnon conducted pursuant to this
Act. -

9. Every political party may, by notice in wﬁﬁng signed by an
officer of the party a.nd addressed to the reglstranon officer in the area,
-appomt a person_in this Act referred to as a ‘Registrat.ion Agcnt”
~ toattend at each registration centre in the consntuency where regzstratmn
of voters is takmg place ; and the notwe shall set out the name and
address of the Registration Agent and be given by the officer of the . \
political party or his Tepresentative to the reg;lstranon oﬂicer not later.

than 10 days before the date ﬁxed for the regxstranon Such a Reg:stratmn
Agent shall be a person ordmanly resident in the State constituency in |
respect of which he is appomted |
10-—(1) Where it is necessary to display any preliminary list under
this Act, the registration officer shall prepare copies of the whole ‘or any
part of the list necessary for the purpose, and shall dlsplay the list in
each regastratlon centre and S‘uch other places within a constituency as
the Commission thinks fit and each list shall bear the date ofits chsplay
(2) The registration oﬁicer shall on each of the lists attach a notice |
stating — |
() that within 15 days of the d.tsplay thereof clau:ns in respect of
~ omissions or -for correction of any item in the list may be made ; ; and
(b) that within the same penod objections may be made under
this Act to the inclusion of any name in the lxsts ; and
E . (¢) that claims in the. Form EC.2 or objections in the Form EC.3

 respectively in the Schedule to this Act may be obtained at Local
i e _
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Govemment Council offices, orlocal electoral offices and such other public
places th.roughout the constltuency as shall be stated in the notwe

(3) C‘op:es of the hst or part thereof as dxsplayed shall be available

. for inspection free of charge by members of the public at such Local
‘ Govemment Counal oﬂices or local electoral offices and such other
: pubhc places throughout_ the constituency as the Commissiqn may direct,

7 and copies_majr be inspected at such places during nofmal office hours

for not Iess than 15 days after the display of the preliminary list.

i1 —(1) Any person quahﬁed to be reg:stered may, if his name is
ormtted or is moorrectly stated in the prehmmary list, claim mthm 15

_ days of the pubhe&tlon of the preliminary hst by notice in Wntmg to the

registration officer i in Form EC2 i in the Schedule to this Act to have

his name and address inserted or to have any such entry amended,

(2) Any person quahﬁed to vote whose name appears m the
hmmary list may Wlthm 15 days of the publication of the prellmmary
list by nonce in Wntmg to the regLstratmn oﬁcer n the Form EC, 3
in the Schedule to this Act object to the mclumon of any other name
appearmg therein, as being.the name of a person not entitled to inclusion
in thét list. . ‘ ‘
12.—(1) The Commission may appoint as .'a ‘revising officer any fit

person to hear and determine claims and objectmns to an entry in or

other persons as it thlnks necessary to assist the rev:smg officer,

(2) Any person appomted asa rewsmg officer shall have the powers

of a registration oﬂicer and may for the purposes of his duties under this

Act admmxster any oath necessary ata hearmg

-

Claims and
objections.

Revisin;
officer for
hearing of

. claims, etc,
unussmn from the prehmmary hst and may appeint suc:h number of -
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Power to— 1 13.—(1) The Cmmﬁsdon may make rules prescribing the time
z?gﬁm 2 for hearing aﬁy claim or objection ahd the procedure at the hearing.
| | 3‘- (2) Where a claiii % made under this Part f this Act, the revising
o= 4 officer after hearing the apphmnt and any evidence in support- ‘shall,
5 ifheis sat:sﬁed that the claim has been estabhshed enter the name and
6 address of the applicant in the prehmmary list or make such other
7 - corrections as may be necessary. ; _ |
8 (3) Where objectioq is made under this Part of this Act, the revising
-9 &Ecer shall give notice of the objection in sﬁch manner as he thinks fit ; -
10 - and if after hearing the parties concerned and any - relevant eﬁc_lence the
11 revising officer is satisfied that the objection.is sustained, he shall amend

12  the entry.

Co::pll!mon 13 14.—(1) The registration .officer ~shall amend the preliminary
0 Ie, = . i )

<Pyl 14 list— ' —
15 (@) to nge eﬁect toa decision on any claim or objection ; or
16 (8) to delete any duphcated entry ; or

17 °  (c) to delete the names of persons who are dead or disqualified ;
18 (@) to c.lelete the names of persons:who do not oomi:ly wi-th'_ the
19 provxsmns of section 8 of this Act.

-— 20 (2) Wherea prehmmarv list is amended to give effect to a decmon

21 qo include the name of a voter, the reglstrauon officer sha]l at the same

22 t%me issue to the person whose name is included in'that lista registration ..

&

23 card in the prescribed . Form

—— 24 (3) If the registmtion officer or the , Commission has ‘reasonable

25 cause to believe that a person is registered in more than one place either

26 in the same constituency or in different constltuencles, the registration

27 officer or the Comnusswn as the case may be, shall make such aIteranons -
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to the proposed correction and, if necessary, for any hearil_lg in respoct

thereof,

4) Every notice underc this section shall be in writing, and may -

be served upon the person aﬂ'ected by delivering it at or posting it to

his address as shown in the preliminary Tist, or such notice may bt " e

exhibited at such Tocal Govermnent Council offices or local electoral

~ offices or other pubho pIace in the vicinity of the ordinary residence _ B
11

12

of the person as showu in the preliminary list,

—(1) Th I d Publi
(1) The registration officer shaII not later -than 60 days from P poat:on_

the date when the preliminary list was first exhibited or mthm such ~Rary list.

extended penod as the Comm:smon may allow, make such corrections
in the prellmmm'y list as may be necessary, and shall number the names ~

in'the prehmmary list in such manner as the Commxss:on may dxrect
and after endorsing and signing a - certificate of verification on the
prehrmnary List, he shall forward such list to the Comrmss:on. _

- (2) The prehnunary list shall be printed and pubhshed by the

_Commxss]on on such date as t.he Comm;sslon after cona:denng any

alteranons or amendmonts recommended by the appropriate reg:stratlon
officer may deem fit, '

(3) For the purposes ofthis section, the preﬁlm'narjr list. shall be _
deemed to be printed 1f it is produced ina visible form by lxthography
or photography or auy other means which the Commissjon oons;ders '

exped:eot in the cxrcumstances _ _ |
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g?sia_got:r 1 16.—(1) The preliminary ist in respect of each constituency when
atvatee, 2 printed and published by the Commission shall be the register of voters
- 3 for that cnnstituency ; and a copy of the register of voters when published
-4 * may be inspected free of charge by members of the public during normal
o 5 office hours at such place d_;g the cqnstitueﬂcy as‘the Commission in
6 writing shall appoint, ) | )
7@ Copies of register of vetfifs}shall be rhade a{raﬂr_ahle by the
8 Commission throughou’;c the Federétion for sale to the public at sﬁch |
9 price as it thinks reasonable i _ _
Correction 19 17.—(1) ‘Subject to the prowsmns of thls Act, where the Come
gtt: ﬁ?tsetti 11 mission is satisfied that there is a mistake in the register of voters the
12 ICommission she;ll not later than 1 5 clear days before the daté ‘appointed
-13._ for an electmn give notlce in such manner as it thmks fit of its intention
‘ 14 to correct the mistake ; and the amendment may be made accordmgly
15 ' (2) Nothing in this section as to limitation of time or the gwmg of
16 ;notice shall apply where the Commission is satisfied that it is in the |
17 ‘i_::ublic interest to make tﬁe amendment without waiting for any time ofr
15 #iving any notice. _ a __
Use of the - 19 o 18.—(1) The register'df voters .shall be used for the purpose of
—-Jegister. |

20 ﬁetermmmg the persons eatitled to vote at every election to the oﬂice of
21. the President and Vme-Presxdent of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, the
22 Governor and Deputy Governor of a Staté and to any'of the Legislative .
23 Houses frovided for in the Constitution and, when su_fitébly adapted and
24 revised fa_r that purpose, to any Local Governn;;nt' Council.

25 - (2) A registered voter who at any time before the elections is resident

26 in a constituency other than that in' which he is registered may ap_ply to

27 -the Chief Federal Electoral Officer of the State where he is resident for

28 his name to be entered on the transferred voter’s ist for the constituency.
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(3) An apphcauon under the provmons of the precedmg sub-
sectmn shall be accompamed by the apphcant’s reg15trat10n card as in
Form EC 1G in the’ Sehedule to this Act and Be made—

(@) not less than 90 days before nommatlon day in the constatuency

where the apphcant 1s resident ; and"

(b) not less than 90 days before nommatlon day in the eonstltuency '

where the apphcant is regxstered

(4) The Chief Federal Electoral Officer to whom an application is
made under the provisions of thls section shall cause to be entered the -
apphcant’s name in the transferred voters’ list for the Electoral Officer’s
consntuency if he is satisfied that the applicant is resxdent in a polh.ng

area " in his constltuency and is reg:lstered in some other ‘constituency,
(5) Whenever an electoral oﬂicer on the chrectxon of the Ch.tef
Federal Electoral Oﬂicer enters the name of any person on the trans-
ferred voters’ list-for his constlmency he shall— - |
(a) assign that person to a polling station. or a polling area in his
constltuency and indicate in the list the poI]mg area or pollmg station

to which that person is so assxgned and

(b) send a copy of the entry to the electh officer of the consti-

tuency where the person whose name has been so entered was ongmally

reglstered and upon receipt of this entry, he' shall delete the voter’s

name from his voters’ list,

(6) Every person whose name is entered on the transferred voter’s

list for a constxmency shall be entitled to vote at an election in the

polling statxou ora pollmg area to which he is asmgned In the list as

if it were the polling area Where he was registered,
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PA'R';‘ II—Procepure AT ELECTIONS
19.—(1) Elections —

-

(@) to the office of the Presxdent and Vice-President or the Governur
and Deputy Governor of a State ;

(5) into any of the Leglslatwe Houses prowded for in" the

i

Constltunon,
shall be held on a d:itel o, b ‘appointed by the Commission.

(2) An electlon to the office of President or the Govemor of a
State shall be held on a date%o% earlier than 60 days and not Iate.r than
30 days before the expzratlon of the term of office of the last holder of
that office, )

(3) The date menrioﬁed in subsection (1) of this section shall not
be earlier than 60 days before and not later than the date on which the
House stands d:ssolved or where the election is to fill a vacancy occurring
more than three months before such date not later than one month after
the vacancy occurred.

(4) The Commission shall riot later than 21 days before the dates
appomted in subsections (1) and (2) of this section publish in the Gazettg
a notice of the dates so appointed. " |

(S) The Commission r;:lay in its discretion appoint different dates
for each of the elections to which thlS Act applies and may appoint the
same date for more ‘than one sueh elect:ons

(6) The Commission, if it thinks jt expedient, may, in reépect of

any area appoint a substituted date for the holding of any eIectzon to

 which this Act applies. '

(7) Where the Commission appoints a substltuted date in accord-

ance with subsectmn (6) -of this section there shall be no return for

the election until polling has taken place in the area affected. -
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(8) Notwithétanding the prcm'sions of subsection (7) of this

section, the Commission may, if satisfied that the result of the election

will not be affected by voting in the area in respect of which a substrtuted :

date has been appointed, direct that a return of the e]ectxon be made

(9) Whenever it is necessary to hold a by-election to a Leglslanve

House, the President bf the Senate or the Speaker of that House shall

forthwith certify the fact to the Commission and the Com_mission shall

within 7 days of its receiving su'ch'notice publish not less than 21 clear

{days notice of the date appointed for the b}r-electxon in the Gazette =

Provided that nothmg in thiis subsection shall be construed to require

the holding of a by-electlon to a Legislative House where less than 3 .

months remain before the dissolution of the Legislative Ho'use.

20.—(1) Writs. for elections into the Legislative Houses shall

‘be sea]ed and shall be issued by or on befialf of the President or Speaker,

as the case may be, of the Legislative House concerned and be returnable

to the Clerk of that Legislative House.

(2) Each writ shall be in the Form in the Table to this section and

shall be directed to the Commission and be conveyed to the Commission
by such means as may be.convenient in the circumstances.

| . Tiiits
To the cheral Electoral Commission,

You are hereby commanded that, due notice being first given,

you do cause electlon to be made aceordmg to law of a member to serve in

for the constituency/Senatorial District of.

*(in the place of... . ) and that you do cause the

‘name of such member when so elected, whether he be present or absent

to be cemﬁed to me in my office without delay.

|

.

Issue of writ,



|
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o ' As witness my hand and the public seal at

. the - ; day of..... 19

- #hy ,
(on behalf of the President of the Senate,
Speaker of the House of Representatives or -

_ . State Assembly, as the case may be)
Endorsement | i

RS

Received the writ on the @Y OF, , 19

Executive Secretary to the Federal
Electoral Commission

L

—  CERTIFICATE ENDORSED ON WRIT

I hereby certify that the member elected for the Senatorial Dis-

trict/Constituency of.. <o il pursuance of the within written
writ is . i B v
(here state the name of the member)
of. ) i
_~  (here state the full address of the member)

Dated.......... . _ w19
Executive Secretary to the Federal
Electoral Commission '

_ “Delete where not applicable. 5
ggf:l‘;‘g 1;’;- 1 21.—(1) Subject to this section, the Commission shall whenever

electoral o - )

oéi?rs. . 2 occasion may so require appoint a fit person (in this Act referred to as

3 “Assjstant Chief Federal Electbrzt Officer”) for each senatorial district

4 or constituency as the case may be.

57 (2) The Commission may likewise appoint from time to time

6 assistant electoral officers for the .purposes of the election and'in respect
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1 of any constifuency or senatorial district it thinks fit. An assistant
2 eléctorai officer appointed under this subsection shall be subject to
3 the authority and control of the electoral officer for the sen;i-tdﬁal district
4 or constituency, aﬁd subjéct thereto and to the directfo_n of the Com-~
5 mission, an assistant electoral oi'flqér shall have and may exercise the

powers and duties of an electoral officer ; and where it becomes necessary

~ senatorial district or constituency, the electoral officer shall exercise

6
7  for an electoral officer to exercise those powers and duties in any part ofa
8
9

supérvisory functions in respect of the whole senatorial district ot
.10 constituency. !
1 (3) For the purpose of directing and superﬁsing an election to the _
12 office of President and Vice-President, Governor and Depi_lty Governor
i3 . and into any of th;-, Legislative Houses provided for in the Conéﬁtu&on,
14 the Executive Secretary of .th-e Coxﬁrnission shaﬂ_be the Chief Fedt;ral
15 Ele_t_:toral Officer of the Federation éﬁbject,to the control of the Com-
16 mission. - ' _ _ _

17 (4) Subject to the control and direction of the_‘Comnﬁssion and the
18 .provisions of this Act, an Administrative Secretéry shall perfor;n. the

© 19 'fusctions of Chief Federal Electoral Officer in a State and supervise all

20 the electoral officers for the Senatotial Districtsand other constituencies

21 within the State and election to the office of Governor and Deputy

22 Governo. S |

23 22.—(1) ;The C_omt.nission may appoint for an election a fit pers;m '
24- to be a returning officer for éach constituency or .if it thinks fit may

25 appoint_ a retuming oﬂicer. to function in more than one constituency.

"2  (2) There may likgwise be appointed for an election such number 31'

27 assistant returning officers as are necessary and, sabject to the direction

Returning
officer and

" assistants.
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1 of the Commission, an assistant returning officer shall have the power
5 .
2 and may perform the duties of a returning officer but shall be subject
3 to the authority and control of the returmng ofﬁcer appomted in respect
- 4 of the same election. -
Poll clerks. 5 23, The Cumrmssxon ‘may appoint for any ele ‘tionina constltuency
6 or senatorlal district such number of poll clerks as appear to it to be
 § 7 necessary to assist an electoral officer.
fig:{:ﬁ%l‘; 8 '24. The returning officer and poll clerks shall in the cOmti@ency.
n _ .
___g_thgf;.a 9 to which they are appointed be subject to the control of the electoral -
10 officer who may, unless othermse reqmred by the Commrssxon, give
—= 11 such directions as he thmks necessary for the perfonnauce of their dut:es
glﬁliﬁs at 12 25.—(1) There shall be appointed for each polling station such °
olling g i . .
station. 13 number of poll clerks as may be necessary to assist in the taking of the
14 poll. S |
15 (2) The electoral officer shall nominate one of such poll clerks to be
16 . in charge of the polling station and where a poll clerk is in charge he shall
17 _be known as the presiding officer.
T 18 (3) The presiding officer mefy"fiuthorise a poll clerk to do any act
- 19 which the presiding officer is required or authorised to do at the pollmg
) 20 station, including an order for the search of c or arrest of any person, or
21 the exclusion or removal of a person from the polhng stat:un and in
22 every case the presiding officer shall keep a record of any such
. 23 order statmg the reasons for same for submtss:on to the Conumssxon
Facilities 24 26. The C‘ommzssxon shall— -
at polling
. -Etation, 25 (a) prov:de in each polling station such number of oompartments-
26 as it may consider necqasar} in which voters ma_», make thelr marks

7

28

. ob:

on ballot papers screened from observation ; _
(8) supply to cach presiding officer a ballot box, for use in the

polling station ;

—
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patticulars of all the candidates the party propuses to sponsor for

Electoral 1981 No. C 105
1 (¢) provide such number of ballot papers under sealed covers as
2 'may be necessary ;‘ _- % |
3 (d) provide a statement showing the number of ballot papers so
_4 | supplied ‘with the serial nu@bers i
5 (@ pfovide each p'olling station with ins't'mments.for the making of
6 an oﬁclal mark on the ballot papers and with pads zmpregnated with
- 7 . indelible ink of dlstmcuve colnur :
I8 (f) provide sufﬁclent copies of prmted direcﬁdns for the guidance |
| 9 of ‘voters " '
10 (g) provide each polling- station with copies as certified by the
11 electoral officer of the register of voters for the constitutency or with
12 .the part of the reg13ter which contains the names of the voters allotted
13 to vote at the polling station ;
14. | (h) provide for the use of voters in marking on' the ballot papers, )
“"15  a table or desk with a h.ard_land smooth surface ;
16 () give such instructions as may be necessary for the proper .
17 cﬁnstruction of the -\?oting comparnﬁent ; and
18 (J') do such other acts and things as it may prescribe for conducnng
| the election as required by this Act. )
ZO 27. Not less than 98 days before the date appomted for the electlon, | gg‘i?:n of
21 the electoral officer in each ounstltutency sha!l in the name of the '
22 Commission pubhsh a notice stating the date of' the election,
'23; 28.—(1) Every registered political party shall, not later than .90 _ E:nli"e:f{; ¢ of
days (or sucl.j.‘later day as may be directed by the Commission) before ‘t’._,““éi.iﬁ;ﬂi?s-
25 the date appointed for any general elections to be conducted pursuant to o
26 this Act, deliver the )eompieté list of the names and other relevant
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elective offices in respect of all the elections (or such number thereof _

as the party mtends to contest) to the Commxssmm

(2) An mdependent candidate shall subm1t to the Comrmsswn

relevant parncuiars about himself within the penod stlpulated above :

Provided that, subject to  the other provisions of this Part of this
Act, nothmg in th;s subsectmn as to limitation of time- mthm Wh.lCh
to deliver such list shall apply In any case where, after the rejection by
the Commission of the candidature of any person or persons, such a party
delivers asupplemmt%ry list thereto or, as the case may require, a substi-
tute list containing the particulars aforesaid of other proposed candidates.

(3) The _{;og:n;rﬁssion shall, not later thaﬁ 21 days after delivery of. .
tilé list aforesaid, deliver to the .political- party a list containing the names |
of candida_tes who the Commission considers quéliﬁhi for election and,
where appropriate, a separate list of those rejected by the Commission
and in the case of those so rejected, the Commission shall—

(@) state in writing the grounds for such rejectlon and

(b) aﬁ"ord the political party conQemed an opportunity, subject to’

the other provisfons of this' ‘Part of this Act, of substituting another
candldate for each one so rejected and

(r:) in the case of an independent candidate, the Commission shall

‘not later than 21 days after delivery of relevant particulars about
himself, inform him whether or not the Commission cunsnders ‘him

- qualified for electlon s ¢ o
29.—(1)_Every candidate for an election under this Act shall bé
ﬁoxmnated by ten persons whose names appear-on the- reg:ster of voters

for the constituency or senatonal district in respect of wluch the nomina-

tion is made
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(2) No person shall sign as a nominator more than one nomination
paﬁer for use at an election to the same Législaﬁve House and if he
does so his 51gnature shall be i moperatlve on any second or subsequent

nommatlon paper which he 31gns as a nominator, but nothing in this

subsection shall applv In respect of any nomination by the nominator -

of a candidate who has died or whose nornmatlon has not been accepted
as vahd before the dehvery of the second nomination paper

(3) If a nomination paper when signed by a candidate and the

persons nominating him is.Iodged in-mo.re than one constituency or -

senatorial -district, as the case ‘may be, in the case of elections fo a

Legislative House th candndamre shall be void in each constltuency or

senatorial dlStI'lCt “which the nomination paper is lodged.
(4) Not less thau 66 days before the date of the - election, - the
electoral officer in each constituency shall in the name of the Commission

publish a notice stating that not later than '60 days before the date of

the election nommahon papers are to be dehvered to him at any time |

dunng normal oﬁice hours or at such other times as may be prescribed
by the Commission at such place or places so appointed by the electoral
c;ﬁicef _ _ | _

(8) The nommatzon papers in respect of the uommatmn of candxdates
for the office of the President of the Federation or Governor of a State
shall be lodgecl atany time during office hours at such place or places
as may be appointed by the Chief Federal Electoral Officer of
the Federatmn or the Chief Federal Electoral Ofﬁcer of a State,

as the case may be

-—(I) The nomination paper shall be. in the Forms EC.4a, - Nm“‘m_

4.B 4c, 413 or 4E in the Schedule to this Act as may be appmprmte for
the elecnon and shall be signed by the candidate and by the persons

papers.
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nominating him and the nomination papérs shall contain the following
particulars, that is— '

(3%

3 (a) the names, addresses. and occupations of the band.idates;

B

(6) the names, addresses and occupations and registration details
\ _5 of thel nominators of tﬁe cand.idate o |
j 6 () a statement by thé 'candida_te that he is willing and qualified to
‘ 7  stand for election .; | |
= 8  (d) a statement by the candidate as to_ his symbol for the: éurpqse
| 9  of any contested election ; |

- 10 (¢) a statement by the candidate, unless he is an independent

11 candidate, as to the name of the political party which sponsq:;rs his
12 candidature.
l. ' il .

- 13 (2) The electoral officer shall, on payment by the candidate of
14 such fees as the Commission may prescribe, provide and supply to the
15 candidate such number of nomination papers as the candidate may
16 require ; and the electoral officer shall if a candidate so requests and
17 the nominators of the candidate are present, complete any such nomi-

18 nation papers on behalf of the candidate.

19 (3) A candidate or one of 1.:he. persons nominating him shall not |

20 later than the date and time preslcribed, personally préseut the
21 nomination paper to the electoral officer at the place appointed by the
22 electoral officer : | |
23 Provided that m the event ﬁf absence or pfoved irregularity on the
2% part of n electoral officer, the Resident Federal Electoral Commissione,

25 the Chief Federal Electoral Officer of the State or of the Federation, as
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48 hours to the closmg date of ‘nominations.

the case may be, may accept the nomination paper of a candxdate within -

T

(4) A candidate for, any election who so'-desires may deliver along

‘with the nommatwn paper such number of posters containing his phot:o-

graph and the symbol of the political party sponsoring him or his. own
symbol in the case of an independent candidate for that election. o ’
31.—(1) Every candldate shall. before hxs nomination paper 1; Deposit. |
dehvercd to the appropriate electoral oﬁicar pay into the Consohdated
Reévenue Fund of the Federation by way of deposit the sum of—
(a) ﬁl 000 each in respect of an election to the office of Presndent

and Vice-President ;-

(b) 24500 each in respect. of an election to the office of Govemor
" and Deputy Governor
_(c) 3300 in respect of an election to the Senate-;
@) NZOﬁ in respect of an electio;;, to the Hou_se of Representatives ;
and | . | Z c '
(e) ¥100 in respect of an electzon to a State House of Assembly '
(2) A candidate shall at the time of the. delwery of his nomination
paper produce and hand over to the appropnate electoral officer the offi-

cial receipt for the sum pafd and nonomination paper shall be valid with- .

‘out production of the receipt to the electoral officer.

(3) The deposit shall be remrned to the candldate or his personal
representatwes if ~
(@) the nommailori of the candidate is invalid for an} reason other -
than that a nommatlon form was delivered by him or on his behalf in
morc than one conét:tuency s _ . _
(l_:) the candidate dies before the date of the election ;
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(c) there is no contested éleqtion -
(2) a contested election is declared void ; or

(e) in any contésted_ election the candidate is successful or obtains

_ not less than one-half of__-the total number of votes cast for the winning
candidate, ‘ . . o
(4) A deposit shall not be returned if the candidature of a person
nominzlted in more than one constituency is void in each constituency
under this Act, | |
(5) .AH deposits which are not returnable shall be retained in the

Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation,

32.—-(1) If after delivery to him of a nonﬁnation Iiaper' an electoral

oﬂicer is satisfied that the preScnbed depos1t has been pmd and that

.other requirgments of this Act have been complied with, the acceptance

within the time required by this Act, of the nomihation paper on the

form prescnbed in subsectxen‘(g) of " this section sha.ll be przma facze

evxdence of the vahd:ty of the nomination.

(2) If after such delivery and proof of payment-of the deposit the

_electoral officer is not satisfied, the rejection within the time required

by this section of the nomination paper on any of the.'following grounds,
that is to say — - |
() that the partictﬂ-a;sof the candidate or his _nominatars are not
as required by law ; | _
(6) that the nomination is by ;virtué of any provision of this Act
invalid ;- |
(c) that the nomination paper is not éigned as required by law ,
(d) that the eandidate has been nominated in more than one

constituency;
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(¢) that the nominators of - the candidate or any of them are not

persons whose names appear on the register of voters in respect of

_the constituency to which the nomination relates

 shall be prima facie ewdence that the nommatmn was properly rejected

as mvahd

(3) The electoral oﬂicer shall _within 24 hours of the delivery to
him of a nomination paper notify his dcmsxon to the candidate or any
of his nonunatorsm the Form EC. 5-in the Schedule to'this Act ; and 1{

a.nomination- papems rejected, the candidate may deliver to the electoral

oﬂicer a fresh nomination paper nommatmghxm asa candldate within the

time prescribed for the dehvery of nomination papers,

Al

(4) A" person nominated as a ~candidate in accordance with the

provxsmns of this Act may, at any time before the begmnmg of the period

of 30 days ending thh the date of the elecnon withdraw his candldature .

by dehvenngm person to the electoral oﬁicer a declaration i In writing to
that effect sxgned by him and duly attested by the signatures of any two
voters who are qualified to vote in the consntuency in which he was
oﬂicmlly nomnated.

(5) An eIectoral officer to whom a declaratlon Is delivered in pur-
suance of the foregoing subsection shall forthmth cause a copy of the
declaration to be displayed, until the date of the election, at each place

at which nommauon papers may be dehvered in oonnectxon with the

electxon :

(6) Where a 'person’s candidature 1s withdrawn pursuant to

subsecﬁon (4) of this section or by-reason of his death, then—

* (@) in the case of -withdrawal pursuant to the said subsection, one -

. haIf of the depos:t psud by such person shall be returned to him ; and

l
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(b) in the case of the death of such person, the full deposit paid by
him shall be returned to his personal representatives.
33. The electdral officer shall in the nafne of the Commission

prepare 2 statement setting out the full names of all persons standing

_nominated and of the persdns nominating them and their respective

addresses and. occupations ; the statement shall be dis?lgyeé at least 40
days before the date appointed f(l)r the election at the place or places
appointed for the dehvery of nomination papers. '
34.—(1) If a nominated candidate who is sponsored hy a pohtlcal
party is reported dead after expiry of thc ume for delivery of nomination
paéers but before the commencement of the poll; and satisfactory
evidence of the death of the can?lfd#te is produced to the electoré.l officer,

the electoral officer shall countermand the poll ; and the Cornmlssmn

or the Chairman. of the Comrms:uon if no quorum is available at the

time shall, when notified by the electoral officer, appoint some other -
convenient date for the election. . b

(2) Notice of the new date- fixed for the election of a 6andiciate in
the circumstance envisaged in subsection (1) of this section shall be
given not more than 30 days from the death. of the candid#te whose
death is the cause of fixing the new date or not less than 15 days from
the date of the new election. '

(3) In respect of the nomination of a candidate in replacement of
the dead candidate, the provisions of sections 28 to 32 of this Act shall
have effect but within such periods of time as may be specified by the
Comnussmn _

(4) The list of voters to be' used at a postponed election shall be
the official register of voters which was to be used if.the' election i-nad

not been postponed.

=
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1.7 . 35. A poll shall take'place in accordance.vﬁth the provisions of = When poll

: .- required.
2 this Act with respect to the following, that is— -
¥3 (@) in the case of an élecﬁon to the office of President_or Govem;r '
of a. State, whether or not oh]y one person is validly nominated in’
‘respect of 'each' such office ;
(8) in the case of an election in respect of any other office, if after
the expiry of ‘the time for the dehvery of nomination papers there

is more. than one person standing nominated. ' B

A =R - - B S S = N T

. 36.—(1) If after the expiry of the time for delzvery of nomination , Uncontested  _

elections.

10

=

papers there is only one person whose name is validly nommated in 3

11 reapect of an electuon, other than to the office’ of Premdent or Governor,

12 that person shall be declared elected )

13 (2) Where a person is declared elected under the provisions of P

| 14 subsection (I) of this section, the writ shall be endorsed and returned

15 and the resu]t of the election shall be published as prescnbed by this Act.

16 . . 37—(1) Where at the close of nomination there is no candidate Failure of
nomination.

17 va.hdly nominated, the Commission shall as soon after the date of the -

18 election as may be convenient fix a date for another electnon

19 (2) The Comnnssmn or the Chairman as the case may be shall

20 inform the Clerk of the Leg:slatwe House concerned before any actton

21 - is taken under this section.

22 - $8. In any election to the office of President or Governor (whether _eBlﬁoi:’;vh?;e
- 23 or not oontestec[) and in any contested. eIectlon to any other elective held.

2% office, the votes shall be given by ballgt and the results shall be

25 ascertained by countmg the votes given to each candidate, and subject

26 to the provisions of sections 125, 126 and 164 of the Constntutton :

27 _ the ‘candidates to whom the majority of votes has been given shall be )
28 declared elected.
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39.—(1) If an election is to take place, the Commissi'or'l. shall in
its discretion, establish a sufficient number of-pol-ling stations m the
constituency and shall allot voters in l:hel constituen(;y ;tmong su_ch
pdlling stations. | |

“(2) Not more than 500 voters shall be ré_guired to vote at any one
polling statio.n unless the Comnﬁs;ion or thie Chairman of the Commission
where no quorum is available at fhé time is satisfied that it is unnecessary

or impracticable, as the case may be, to provide other polling stations.

- -

—

The name of any voter on the official list of voters for the constituency

- shall ﬁppear on one and one oﬁly, of the part of the list of voters alloted

to various polling stations established in the constituency.
40.—(1) Bach ballot box shall be made of some durablé material

with a sht or narrow opemng at the top so constructed that, while the

poll is open, ballot papers may be mtrocluced t.herem but cannot be

withdrawn therefrom unless the ballot box is unsealed and opened. .
(2) Thé' ballot box shall be provided with a sealing plate, per-

——

manently attached, to affix the special metal seals prescribed by the

Commission for the use of returning officers and assistant returning

officers.

41.—(1) Every ballot paper shall be a printed paper on which the

symbol adopted by the candidate and duly reglstered as p’:jéscribad in

section 83 shall be cle.arlyr set out and there shall be a blank space
at the left side of the said symbol on which a thumb impression can
conveniently be made and each such ballot':p'aper shall have a serial number
printed or stamped on the-back and shall be attached to a counterfoil

bearing the same senal number as’ pnnted or stamped on the back of the -

ballot paper
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(2) The ballot papers shall be bound or attached in books containing

twenty, fifty or one hundred ballot papers, as may be most suitable for

supplying to polling' stations according to the number of voters in each.

—(1) Every candidate may by notice in writing signed by “him

and addressed to the electoral officer appoint two persons (in this Act

referred to as po]lmg agents") to attend at each polling station in the

constltuency for wlnch he is a caudldate and the notice shall set out

the names and addresses of the polling agents and be given by candidates

to the electoral officer not later than seven days before the date fixed

for election.

-(2) Notwithstanding the requirement of subsection (1) of this

section— '

(a) an electoé'a:iroﬂicer, if satisﬂed, ‘may permit not mo;e than two

polling agenfs claimning to be représgntativ&s of 4 candidate to attend

- a polling station in tﬁe interest of the candidate ; and

(®) a candidate shall not be precluded from doing é.ny act ﬁr thing
which he has Iappuintcd a ;;olling agent to do on his behalf under this
Act, | | -
- (3) Polling agents shall ‘have such power .as the Commission may

allow for the purposes of this Act Such polling agents shall be

persons whose names appear on the register of voters for. the Senatorial

.sttnct or consntuency, as the case may be, m respect of thch. they

are appointed.

143 The Commission shall, not later than the sixth day before the

day nf the élection cause to be pu}:ilished in such manner as it may think

-

fit, a notice spe(nfymg the follomng matters, that is to say —

(a) the day and hours ﬁxed for the poll :

Polling
agents,

Notice of

ballot.

-
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C1i6 .
1 (b) the full names _m:ranged in alphabetical ordér of surnames or
- 2  last names and places of msidenée and occupations of the candidates
3 remaining nominated, together with the symbols allotted ‘to each |
4  candidate ; | i
W ) 5 (¢) by way of indication, thelparspns entitled to vote ;
6 (@) ﬁe location of the polling station or polling stations,
fbﬁm’?&."f 7 4. The.polling stations shall bt-a open to voters at 7 o'clock m the
8 forenoon of the day fixed for the poll, and unless interrupted under the
9 provisions of thiFiAct, sﬁa]l close not later than 6 o’clock in the evening
10 of thatday, - ) = : o
ffregﬁggﬂn 1 45 —(1) At the hour fixed for opening the ] poll, the presiding ofﬁcer .
boxes. 12 shall, in full view of the candidates or their agents or the voters repre-
13 senting the candidates as are present, open the ballot box and ascertain
ens: 14 that there are no ballot papers or other papers ot material enclosed therein
15 after which the ballot box shall— |
16 (@) belocked and sealed with one of the special metal seals prescribed
17 by the Commission for the use of the presiding officer ; -
18 . (b) then be placed on a table in full view of all prémt; and be
. _- 19 maintained so placed until the close of poll.
~ 20 (a) There shall be only one balot box for all the candidates at any
21 polling station, _ BT
. &ue;ﬁ:pawm 22 46. A poll clerk may, and if req@ed by a candidate or a polling_
votess. ' 23 ageat shall, at the time of his application for a vote but not afterwards,
. 24 put to the voter the following questions— |
25 (2) “What -is your name and where do you live
26 (6) “Have you already voted at the present election at this or any
- -27  other po]]m.g station T
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- A different finger should be ma_:ked for each election.

c117
; : 4 i i= Issu of
1 {I?. Every person intending to_vote shall present himself to a preel i .
2 ding officer at the polling station. in the constituency in which his name '
3 is registered as being entitled to vote. The presiding officer after satisfying
4 himself that the name of the person intending to vote appears onthe E
" 5 register of voters, and that such a person has not already voted shall— -
6 (@) if the voter produces his voter’s registratxon card, mark the card
7 " insuch a way as to indicate that it has been presented and used at the
8 ) eleﬂlon ® ks ' *
9 Provided that a person who satisfies the presiding officer that his
10 registration card has been destroyed or lost or otherwise misplaced may,
11  at the discretion of the presiding officer, be allowed to vote ; ¥
12 (6) issue the voter with a ballot paper and an envelope ; E
13 (¢) stamp the ballot paper with the official mark of the polling sta-
) tion. ;
15  (d) sign his name on the ba.ck of the envelope.
16 48 —«(1) A voter on’ receiving a ballot paper— Manzer of
17 (@) proceeds forthwith to the. voting compartment and there with
18  ink provided in a pad and indelible to leave mark for a period of
19 approximately. ten Houss, makes his thumb impression on the blank
20  ‘space on the ballot paper at ‘the Teft of the symbol of the candidate
21 for whom he intends to vote '
22 (6) inserts the ballot paper in the eavelope and seals the emrelope -
23. (¢)- comes out from the compartment, have his thumb inspected by
24 the presiding officer to satisfy the presxd.mg officer that he has made
25 - his mark on the paper and in the full view of the presiding officer and
26 all others _present—
27 (¥) deposits the envelope containing his vote in the ballot box ;
.28 (#) have the space between a finger nail and the ﬂesh of the ﬁnger ;
~marked wzth indelible ink. ’
30
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(2) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions .of this section or
of ény other section of this Part of this Act relating to the manner of
voting, the Commission may, by regulations made in that. behalf,

make arrangements—in respect of any election for the recording of

-votes by mechanical, electrical, electronic or by any other means

other than by the issue of ballot papers to voters, and the provisions of _
this Act relating to the manner of voting shall apply with such modifica-

tions as may be necessaryfo bring them into conformity with the intend-

ment of this subsection.

49. No voter shall vote for more candidates than one or record more
than one vote in favour of any candidate at any one election. |

50. A voter shall not place on the ballot, paper any writing or
mark by which he may be identified so however that any print resulting -
from the staining' of the thumb of the voter in fhe voting compai‘tment

shall not be or be deemed to be a mark of identification under this
section. |

51. A voter who by accident deals with his ballot paper in such
a manner that it may not be conveniently used as’a ballot paper, may
deliver it to the presiding officer and if the presiding officer is sntisﬁe_d that

the ballot paper was spoilt by accident he may issue another ballot
- o= = é‘

_paper to the vaterﬁi'ﬁ;place of the ballot paper delivered up, and the spoilt

ballot paper shall be immediatély marked as ca_ncelle& by the preéiding

officer. - . _

52. A voter who is blind or is_ofhenvise unable to _distinguisl.l.
symbols or who suffers any other physical disability may be accompanied
into the polling station hy'.n friend or relative chosen by him and the friend
or relative shall, after informing the presiding officer of the disability

be permitted to accompany the voter into the voting compartment and
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assist the voter to make his left thumb mark on the left side of the syiﬁbol

hominated by the vbter to insert the ballot paper in the envelopeand to
seal the envelope. A voter who has lost his left thumb may be allowed __

to use his nght thumb ﬁnger or any other hmh to make a mark on the

left side of the bd.“ot paper.

53. No voter shall record his vote otherwise than by personi‘tlly

.attending at the pollin_g station and recording his vote in the manner

prescribed by this Act.

54.: Except as permitted under this Act, no-person shall be per---

mitted to vote at any polling station other than the one to which he is

allotted | _

55.—(1) Whete election officers and’ pu!icel officers are appo-inted
for duty elsewhere than at tﬁe-statiqn at which ﬁey are entitled to vote
and it is not pm_ésible to release such officers to vote during the day for

the polling, and polling stations are within the same constituency, the

presiding officer at the polling station where an election officer or police

‘officer is o duty shall issue a certificate of polling duties in the Form

“EC. 6 in the Schedule to this Act.zf)n presentation of the Form to the

-presidiné officer -in-charge of the polling station where the officer is

registered as being entitled to vote, the last mentioned presiding officer

nray issue in exchange a certified extract in the Form EC.7 in the

Schedule to this Act of the regiéte_r of voters or the part thereof in his
custody.

(2) If a presiding officer issues a certified extract of the register of

voters he shall mark the register of voters or the part thereof in his

custody with some appropriate mark and proceed as though the officer *

Personal
attendance.

Voting at
ap ropnate
po!

stations.

Use of certi-
fied extract
of register in

* special cases,
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concerned had cast his ‘Vote ; and the presiding officer shall retain the

* certificato of polling duties delivered to him and deal with it in the

manner prescribed in this Part of thns Act for dealing with electlon
papers at close of poll. :

(3) If a presiding officer receives a certified extract of the register of
voters from another polling station, he shall treat the particulars in the
certified extract as an addition to éhe register of voters o part thereof ‘
iﬁ his custody ; and the procedure prescribed for the day of election by
this Part of this Act shall have eﬂ'cct 80 as to e#aable any officer on dutjr in
the polling station’ who is néme_i;l in the.-certiﬁed extract, to vote at that
polling station. The presiding -officer shall retain.the oert;ﬁed extract
énd deal with it in-the manner prescribed by this Part of this Act for
dealing with election paperé. at the close of poll.

56.—(1) If at the time a person applies for a ballot. pépar, and after
hé has applied and before he leaves the po]liﬁg- station, a polling al_gtant-
informs the presiding officer that he has @ongble cause to believe that
the applicant for tﬁe ballot paper is not the persoﬁ named in the registerl
of voters, and the I;ol]ing_ agent undertakes to substantiate a charge of
personation in a court of Iaw, the presiding-' officer @y in writing under
his hand order a police officer to arrest such person ; and. the order of the
presiding officer shall be sufficient for the- arrest,

(2) Any applicant for a ballot paper affected by subsection (1) of
i:b_is section shall not Be prevented from voting if he denies the charge or
.is not informed of it ; but the presiding oﬂi'ce‘r shall cause the wordsl !

“protested against for personation” to be placed against the name of the
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applicant in the marked copy of the register of voters and record this ‘

on the counterfoil of the ballot paper. If any such éemon admits to the
presiding officer that he is not the person he holds himself out to be, he
shall not be permitted to vote ; and if he has already voted, the-pre&ding

officer shall note the number of the Ba]lot paper delivered to such person,”

and upon count being taken that ballot paper shall be invalid.

(3) Any person arrested under this section shall be deemed to be a'

person taken into custody by a police officer for an oﬁ'ence in respect of

‘which he may be arrested without a warrant

57.—(1) If a person claiming to be entitled to vote applies for a

ballot “paper after some other person has voted in the name given by the

- ‘claimant he shall, upon satisfactory answers given to any questions put
to him by a poll clerk be entitled to receive a ballot paper in the same

manner as any other voter ; but the ballot paper (in tlns Act referred to

as “the tendered ballot paper”) shall be of a colour dlﬁ'erent from the °

ordmary ballot papers. The premdmg officer shall require the voter to

deliver the tendered ballot paper to him instead of allowing it to be put
in the ballot box, and the presiding officer shall endorse on it the name

of the voter and his number in the registef of voters. The ballot paper
shall on -d-elivery to the preéiding officer and in view- of all present be set

aside by the premdmg officer in a packet intended for tendered votes. No
tendered ballot paper shall be counted by the returning officer.

%

(2) The presiding officer shall, when he tenders a ballot paper under

this section, enter the name of the voter and his number in the register of

voters on the lise to be called ‘tendered vote hst ; and the tendered vote =

* list shall be produced in any legal proceedings ansmg ‘out of the election.
58.—(1) The premdmg officer shall regulate the admission of voters to

the polling station and shall exclude all persons other than the candidates,

polling agents, poll clerks and persons lawfully entitled to be admitted,

k3

W

Tendered:

- ballot papers.

Power

exclade
unsuthorised
persons, etc,
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and the pres;dmg officer shall keep order and comply with the require-

ments of this Act at the polling statlon _
(2) In the exercise of his powers unde;i;;l;is section the presiding
officer may utilise the servic;es of a police officer or officers available.
| 59.—(1) If a person nusconducts himself at a pollmg station, or fails
to obey any lawful order of the presiding officer, the presiding officer may
order the removal from t}le,polhng station of the person so miscohductihg :
himself or failiﬁg to obey a lawful order ; and Such person may be dealt -
with as for;an offence for which he may be arfested without warrant and
.may be removed accordingly. | | _ |
(2) No person so removed shall without the permission of the
presiding officer again Ier;ter the po.lling station during the day of fh§
eleétion_; but nothing in this section shall be construed so as to prohibit
a voter from recording his vote.

60.—(1) If the proceedings at any polling station are interrupted or
“nbstructed by;'i‘ot or open violence, tﬁe presiding officer may adjourn the
‘proceedings until later in the day or. until the following day ; and, after

taking such precautions as are necessary to safeguar& the ballot box and
ballot papers and other eleétion- requisites,' shall thereupon‘ notify the
electoral officer of the fact and the electoral officer shall inform the

Commission. _ _
(2) When the poll is adjourned at any polling statien, the hours of

polling on the day to which it is adjouméd shall be the same ‘as the

nngmal day ; and any referencq in this Part of this Act to the closmg '

of the poll shall be construed accordingly.
61.—(1) When it is time for the closing of the poll the premdmg

officer shall not allow into the polling station any person other than those
already inside and those in the immediate vicinity waiting to enter and

vote.
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'~ (a) the number of ballot papers entrusted to him ;
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1 (2) No.voter having thereafter recorded his vote shall be permitted
" 2 toremainin the polling station unless otherwise auth-qrised.under this
©3 Act. . - S | ; v .
<. 4 62.—(1) Immediatély after the close.- of tile poﬂ the presiding f:g;tapg::
5 officer in the presence of the poll clerk and such candidates or their ©°%® °f P o.ll.
. 6 agents as are present shall make up into separate packets to be sealed
7 w1th his own seal and marked for identification—
8 - +a) the baﬂot_ box in use at the polling station unopened and sealed
9 S prevent the introduction of additional ballot papers ; >
10 () ti]e_ marked cl:bliies of the register of voters together with s:ny
| 11 -c:ertiﬁed extracts of the. registe‘r Whicﬂ he has reéeivgd from any other
12 -gresiding officers under this Part of this Act ;
13 - (c) the countel_-fo'ilé of used ballot papefs; 3
14 - (d) the tendered ballot papers ; |
15  (¢) the tendered vote list : _ .
16 (f) theunused and spoilt ballot papers placed together ;
17 (g) the statement-of the ballot papers which were noted as invalid ;
18 | (k) any certificates of polling officers’ dufi_es he has received from
1 19 N other presiding officers under tlns Part of this Act,
20 and when so‘made up and sealed the p;esiding officer shall deliver
. 21 : the ﬁackéts to the returning of_ﬁcer. ) | | |
22 .(2) Any ballot papers which are left in the voting compartment and
23 not inserted in a ballot b.o;: shall be cancelled by the presiding officer and ~
24 shall be sealed up separately and be delivered by him fo the returning -
25 officer.
26 (3) The presiding officer shall at the same time prcpase.a statement
27 (in this secnun called “the ballot papers account") to acoompany the
| 28 packets sfatmg— .
.29
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(b) the number of spoilt ballot papers ;

(¢) the number of unused ballot papers ;

(d) the, number of tendered ballot papers E _

(¢) the number of plersons marked ox_; .the' register of voters
(including any additions deemed to be made thereto in accordance with
_ this Part of this Act) as having been 1ssued thh ballot papers.

. (4) A candidate or his polling agent may at any tinme after the makmg-'
up of the ballot papers account and before seal:ug for delivery verify |

\o.oosqmm,}pwzot-

the ballot papers account ; and if he verifies that account, the candidate
10 orhis po]]mg agent, as the case may be, sha]l sign his name on the ballot
11 papers account.
Counhng S 12 63.—(1) Each candidate may appoint such number of .'persons
- - 13 (in this Act called “countiﬁg agents”) as the returning oﬁicerlﬁnay .
14 approve ; andso far as practicable the number of couﬁting agents approved
15 shall be sufficient to allow each candldate to be represented by a countmg
16 agent at any place and time at which any part of the countmg of votes
17 is takmg place. Such counting agents shall be'pemons whose names
18. appear on the register of voters for the Senatorial District_oi' Consti- |
- 19 ““tuency, as the case may be, in respect of thch they are appomted
20 (2) Notlce in writing of the appointment stating the names and
21 addresses of the counting agents shall be gwen by the candidate to the
22 returning officers not later than one day before the election ; and if the
| 23 notice has not been éiven, the returning officer may refuse to admit to
24 the place where votes are counted any person claznung to be a count-—
25 mg agent. -
26 - (3)Ifa counting ageni dies, or becomes incapable of acting as a
27 counting ' agent, a candidate may appoint another riounting agent in his
28 place, and the candidate shll immediately give notice in writing to the

-
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returning officer of the name and address of the eountmg agent so

appointed.

LY

64.—(1) The returning officer sha]l make arrangements for counting  Counting of

the votes at such plaee as the Commission-may direct, and the counting

shall as soon as practicable after the termination of the voting take place

in the presence of any candidates or oountmg agents who wish to be

- present ; and when commenced the counting of the votes shall prooeed

contmuously unﬂl it is completed, but subject to the allowance of a
reasonable time for refreehment.

@ The returning officer may if he thmks fit authorise any of his
assistants to supervise the counting of the votes and certify the same ;
but nothing in this subsection shall authorise the appointment of any

candidate or counting agent as supervisor.

(3) The returning officer shall have sole charge of the counting and.

no pe:soﬁ other than "the 'Federai Electoral Commissioners, electoral

-officers, the returning officer, his assistants, the candidates and their

oountmg agents may, without the conse:nt of the returmng officer, be

present at the counting of the votes.

(4) In the case of an election to the office of the President and Vlee-

Pr&ndent or the Governor and Deputy Governor of a State——-

(a) the rights conferred ona cand.ldate under this section shall be
_ exercisable by the canchdate for the oﬂice of the President or of the

Governor as the case may be;

votes,

(5) the counting shall take place in such places as the Commxssmu o

shall appomt

) the Commission shall appomt such number of persons as it may -

consider necessary as deputy retummg officers to supemse the

_ countmg in such places ; and
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1 ((I;)F subject to the direction and supervision of thf ;retilming officer,
— ‘2 a deputy returning officer _shall have all the pois;_ers, functions and
3 duties vested in or imposed upon al retﬁrning officer under this -
‘4 . Actotherthan the power cfin_ferred ona returning' officer by section 69,
Method of =~ § - 65.-~(1) The returning officer shall in the presence of any candidate
counting. : ‘ ; !
6 or counting agents who are there, open the ballot Box brought from
7I each polling btatmn in" the constituency, thereatter, he shall npen the
8 emelopes contained in the box one by one and count the mtes cast for |
9 each candidate according to the left thumb mark made on the left snde of
10 his symbol on each of the ballot papers. The batlot papers shall be kept
== 11 face upwards whlle being cuunted and when boxes from all the polling
‘12 stations in the constituency haye been opened and’ counting completed
13- the rctlu'i;ing officer shall record on Form EC. 8 in the Schedule to this
14 Act the total votes cast in?aﬁour of each c#ndida’te. |
15 (2) -In counting the votes the returﬁing_ officer shall reject any
16 envelope which on being opened contains more than one ballot paper
B 17. and shall reject any ballot paper — -
) 18 () found in an unsig;ed “e*nvelope ;
i I19. (6) which does not bear the mark of the polling station or which is |
20 marked so as to 1dent1fy the voter ;
2 (¢) which has not béen thumb-marked for any candidate ;
22 (d) wluch has been thumb-marfd for more than one candidate.
) 23 The returning officer shall endurse his rejection on such ballot papers
- 24 If a counting agent objects to the rejectxon, the returnmg officer shall
25 add the words ‘rejection objected to” on the ballot paper, but the
26 count by the retummg officer shall proceed as 1f ohjectmn had not been
27 taken by the countmg agent, _
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(3) Nothing in this Act shall invalidate a ballot paper which is

thumb-marked directly on the symbol of ‘a candidate instead of the

space provided for thumb marks so long as it is clear for which candidate

the vote wés cast,

(4-) The decision of the returmng officer on, any question ansmg in

respect of a ballot paper shall be subject to review only in procecdmgs |

before a court of law by way of election petition instituted in accordance
with the provisions of this Act, L

: 66.. The returning offficer .shall' when counting is completed pre-
pare a statement showing the number of bailof papers rejected, and shall

on request allow any counting agent to copy the statement, but no can-

didate or counting agent shall interrupt the count so as to record the )

number of any ballot paper whether rejected or not which he sees during

“the counting.

67. The sealed pﬁcket of tendered hallot p:;pers, the sealed packet
containing the marked cﬁpy_ of the register of voters and the second
f)acket containing the counterfoils of used ballot papers, shall not at any
time be opened bI}; the returning ofticer ; and when the counting of the
votes is compl.eted he slh_all seal up in 'séparate packets the counted and
rejected ballot papers, In the presence of any counting agents who wish

to be present, the retunﬁﬁg. officer shall then verify the ballot paper

account glven him by the premdmg oﬁicer by companng it with the total

number of ballot papers dehvered to lum When venﬁed the returning

officer shall prepare a-statement of the result and after allowing any

cuunting agent wishing to do so to copy the statement, the returning

ofﬁcer shall sealthe packets containing the unused, spoilt and invalid

ballot papers and shall pack and seal those papers which he has rsjected

-

Statement
of rejected
papers,

Dealing with
ballot papers
by returning’
officer,

s
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* 68. A candidate or his counting agent may, if present when counting
is completed, requiée the returning officer to make a recount, and if the

returning officer considers the request to be reasonable, he shall make the

- recount ; but no further count shall thereafter be made except at the .

1

direction of a court of law on an election petition under this Act.

59. When an e:cluality of votes is found to exist between any can-
didates so that the addition of a vote would entntle any one of the can-
dldates to be declared elected, the retummg officer shall forthmth
dec:lde between those eandidates by lot, and shall proceed as if the can-

didate on whom the -Igt falls had received one additional vote; and the
returning officer shall thereupon declare such candidate tobe the person
elected. ' - _

70. After countmg the votes and ascertmmng the result of the polls

the returmng officer shall — ' *
- (@) complete the certificate Of return in Form EC. 8 in the Schedule

to this Act;
() declare the result of the poll by readmg the completed certificate

of return aloud in the place of counting ; and - _
(¢) cause to be delwered to the Commlssxon the ongmal of the

certificate of return. ) |

7, “Thé Costimisston ‘abull publish in sk phace ws it-thiuks Bt s |
notice of the resq!t of the election ; and shall cause the name of the

successful candidate to be endorsed on the writ and shall return the writ

to the Clerk of the National Assembly or the Clerk of the State

Asse:;l-aly or—appropriate authonty, as the case may be, who shall
tbereupon publish the result in the Federal or State Gazette

72~—(1) The retummg officer shall deliver all documents relaung_
to the conduct of the election to the Commission who sI}a]l be r&sppnsxble _

for their safe custody.
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-1 e (2) The Comrmss:on shall retain for a period of six months all
_ 2. " the documents relating to an election forwarded to it as reqnn'ed under
~ 3 subsection (1) of this section ; and unless otherwise ordered bya court
4 of law or notified of legal proceed:ings in respect of such election, it
5 shall at the end of that period cause the docu;ments to be destroyed. ‘
6. (3) Documents in the custody of the Commission shall not be .
7 available. for any purpose except as required under an order for inspec-
8 tion made by a court of law on an election petition.
9 (4) In this section “documents” include any complewd form pre-
10 scribed under this Act. |
11 7. The Commission shall . | Report a'é‘f-’ax
12 - (0) immediately after each general election, cause to be printed a | &mm
13 report giving, by constituencies, the number of votes polled for each B
14 éandidate, the number of rejected ballot papers and the number of
15  names on the list of voters “together with any other information that
16 it may deem fit to include ; and
17 | (b) at the end of each year, cause to be printed a sm:ular report on
the by-elections held during the year.
19 Part 1m1—PoLrTicAL PARTIES aKD INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES
20 74, In this Part of this Act, unless the context otherwise requires— inot;rpreta-
21 “association” meatis any body of persons (corporate or unincor-
22 porate). who agree to act together for an}r common purpose and . -
23" includes an association formed for any ethnic, social, éultural,
24- occupational or religioue: purpose ; .- | _ %
25 “mdepe.udent candeate” means any citizen of ngena qualified to
- 26 - stand for and aeek.mg e1ectlon to the office of the Presldcnt or Vice-
27
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1‘ Legislative House and who is not sponsored by a pr;;]itical'party for
2 eIectioﬁ into any of the. aforementionet_:l offices ; '
3 “political party” includes any aséociatioﬁ of perédns whose _aétiviﬁes
4 . include canva;ssing for votes in support of a candidate forelection to the
B 5  office of President or Vice-President, Governor or Deputy Governor
6  or membership of a Legislative: House or of a Local ' Government
o 7  Council. -
Prohibition 8 75.
_ of political
g;t’;;‘:’oﬁa_ 9 for votes for any canchdate at an election or contribute to the funcls of
o 10 any political party or thc election expenses of any candidate at an
11 election. This is without prejudice to the right of an independent candi-
| 12 date to canvass for votes on his mlm behalf for election to a_nf of the
13 offices mentioned in the Constitution,
14 (z) Any association which contravencs the pmvisi.on:‘- uf this
15 sectinﬁ shall be guilty of an oﬂ'cﬂ'ce'é-nd the lead’érs shall be severally
16 lipble on conviction to a fing 'of Xs,000.
| 1;?. (3) The reference in~ subsection (2} of this section to the leaders
- 18 of an association isa fefercnce to (-f\?;:&f'y pe\rzm holding an official position
_ 19 in that association including in .pa_rt.iculgr_: .any president, - chairman,
20 sécrétary or treasurer theréof and every thember of its committee of _
- 21 manaéerﬁent however déacrihéd. . | '
Efmgdn' 22 76.—(1) No association by whatever name called shall function as
;Eu;l;ucal . 23 a political party unless it is registered as a pohtlcal party by the
24 Commission and—
25 (@) the names and addresses of its Rational officers are registered
26  with the Commission ;
s - 27 (b) its membership is open to every Nigerian citizen i 1rrespectwe of
28  his place of origin, ethnic group or sex ;
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and an association which is desirous of being registered as a political

party by the Commission shall only be considered as being open to

- every Nigerian citizen as provided in Péragrsiph (b) of subsection (1) of

this section if — | |
(§) the Comanission Is satisfied that it hes & properly established
bx_*ancﬁ_ in each of at .leést two-thirds of the States inthe Federation
“and that oﬁi'cefs have been dulg;' elected or, as the case may be, duly

appointed to run the affairs of each such branch office ; and

(#) its organization in the Local Government Council areas inthose

States are such that it will, in the opinion of the Commission, be
able to present its programme effectively to the electorate ;
~ (d) a copy of its constitution is registered in the principal office of the

Commission in such form as may be.preécribed by' the Commission ;

(¢) any alteration in its registered constitution is also registered in -

the principal office of the Commission within thirty days of the making
of such alteration ; '

- (f) its-name, emblem, or motto has no ethnic or réligious connota-

tion and does not give the appearance that the association’s activities -

are confined to a part only of the geographical area of Nigeria ;
(g)-its headquarters is situated in the' Federal Capita,l__.r
.. (2) Any -association Wh;bh ‘through the submission of false or
misleading in.foﬁnationl pursuant to the provisions of this section
procures a certificate of registration shall have such certificate can-
celled by'._the Commission. - -
77.—(1) The programme as well as the alms and objec& of a
political party shall conform with the relevant ’provisions.of Chapter II

of the Constitution.

Programme
and objec-
tives of
political

. parties.
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(2} Nething in the provisions of this section shall be construed as

‘probibiting a politica party fromadvamnngor canvassing foran altera-
tion in the gmvisi as of any part of the Constitution including Chapter
II thereof.

78. z zha-%r\arpdsgs of this Act, an application by an associa-

ton for regisution 2s a political party shall be in Form PP, 1 in the .

s Act and be accompanied by the following documents,

(<} tea printed copies or such number as the Commission may
require of the current Constitution in force relative to the association ;
Y} ten printed cople es or such number as the Commission may
cssociation’s progmmme and its aims and objects; and
pavment of a registfation fee of 3%'1 030

olication shall be addressed to the Execume Secretan

“

prinzipal office of the Commission. '

L4
by
*
’
i
FJJ

" e -
A S ven e bR
e e AL Jal SR wekwm

D1 Whare the Commission is satishied that an association has
i 2 theorndidons s ?-\. aridad by this .-\ct, the Comnnmon_
shall vagistes suth ssodadm s 2 oolitical party Enr 133.1!113 it with a
certifsnre of :eg_-i:::.::::“- asin Form PP, 2 in the Schedule to this Act and

Gazeite andin such

wals

other manger as ths Commissiya m

{2} If the Lo'z*mm:m 3ol the opinon that ‘on assaciation hasgot

fuiitied all the conditions as sforementioned. it shall refuse to register

ociation a8 o political party snd shall state in

groundsforsuch and notify the assecty

. s
onin writing aecondingly.

(3 .\‘n‘ political party which after h. aving ‘:m‘n duly registered upon

!“!\ ¥

- P » . . . x -
SYREIRLS2e * - - aha e gk 3 v
LW Lommiasion that i crnsttulian ang pes ane 4]
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accordance with section 203 of the Constitution subsequently contravenes

the pfoﬁsions of that section shall have its registration certificate can-
celled by the Commxssxon and shali thereupon cease to functaon as a
political party.

(4) Every political party registered under this Act shall be a body

corporate and shall have perpetual succession and e and be sued

in its corporate name. %
80. Every pohtlcal party shall apply every year to the Commission
for a renewal of its certificate of registration on payment of 3100,
Every political party which fads to apply for renewal on or before 31st
December each year may have its certificate of registratlon withdrawn
by the Commission. _ '
81.—(1) Every political party which contravenes any provision of

thxs Act shall be liable to have its ceruﬁcate withdrawn by the Commns-

sion.

(2) Where a political party has its certificate of registration with-

drawn under subsection (1) of this section, no person shall—

(@) summon a meeting of members or officers of the political partv,

) attend or cause any person to attend any meeting in the capacity -

of a member or officer of the political party ;

~ (¢) publish any notice or advertisement relating to any such meenng,

(dJ mv:te persons to support the political party ; ;

(e) make any contribution or loan to funds held or to be held by or
for the benefit of the political party or acoept any such contribution
or loan; or give ﬁny guarantee in respect.of such funds as. aforesaid.

' (3) Any person who contravenes the provxs:on of subsection (2)

of this section shall be liable on conviction to a fine of }¥1,000 or six

months imprisonment or to both such fine and imprisonment,

. René"wal:

- -

Withdrawal
of certifi-
cate of regi-
stration. ’
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Symbols. 82.—(1) There shall be a register of symbols kept by the Com:ma

- ‘sion for use at elections.

(2) The leader of a political party or an mdependent candidate

may apply to the Commission for. entry m the register of symbols

1
2
3
4
- 5 of a symbol to be used by his political party or, as the case may be,
6 of such independent ban-d:idaté at the eléctions. :
7 (3) The Commission shall register the symbol of a political party
8 wupon payment of the prescribed fee if it is satisfied— a
9 (dj that no other-ssrmbol of the same design is registered ;
10 (b) that the symbol is distinctive from any other symbol already
- 11 registered ; and ) '
12 (c) that its use will not be offensive or otheﬁyise objectibnable
13 howsoever. | : : | _
14 (#) The Commission shall without the refund of any fee remove a -

4

15 symbol from the register of. symbols or withdraw a svmbol from an

16 mdependent candidate if—

17 (@) a political party in whose name it is registered requests the

18 removal ; or - _ . :

19 (6) the Commission is of the opinion that the political party in
o 20 whose name the symbol is reg:stered has ceased to exist or to use the

21 symbol ; or )

22 (c) in the case of an independent candidate, the Commission is
23 of the opinion that he no longer requu'es 1t orat the end of the election
24  inrespectof whzch it was issued to him. _ _

25 (5) The fee for registration of a symbol shall be 5@ and the
26 fee shall be paid into fhe éonsolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation.
27 (6) Nothing in this section shall authonse the allotment or reglstra-

28 tion for use at any electmn of a symbol or material part of a symbol, if
29 it portrays —
30 (a) the Coat of Arms of the Federation ; _

i i F —



statément -of its ‘assets and liabilities as at the date of its registration.

| Electoral 1981 No. C135
1 . (5) the Coat of Arms of any other country ; -
C 2. (¢) any device or emblem which in the opinion of the Commission .
3 isnormally associated with —
4 (#) the official acts of Guvermncnt, or
5 (i%) any of the armed forces of the Federation or - the ngerla Police
-6 Force or othér uniformed service ; or
7 (i5) the regalia of a chief; or
8 ~ (#@) any tribe or ethnic group ; or
9 () any religion or cult ;
10 (d) any representation of a person living or dead ; _
n (¢) any symbol or part of a symbol which under the provisions
12 of this section continues to be registered by another political party -
13 oranindependent candidate, ' |
14 (7) Subject to the foregoing provisions of this scction, the symhol
15 allotted to a political party and in use immediately before the coming
16 . into force of this Part of this Act shall continue. to be available to and .
17 -be'used by that political party withaut payment of the fee mentione‘c'l
18 in subsection (2) of this section.-
19 83.—(1) Where a symbol is registered by a polltlcal party in Allocation
of sym_bois.
20 accordance with this Act, the Coxmmsmon shall allot the symbol to any
21 candidate: 3ponsored by the political party.
22 ‘(2) Where there is doubt as to whether a candidate is sponsored |
23 bya polmcai party the Commission shall resolve same by consu_[tmg
24 theleader of the political party concerned. -
‘25 (3) If no quorum of the Commission is available at the time,
26 the power conferred by subsection (2) of this section may be exercised
27 by the Chairman. ’
28 84.—-—(1) Every reg:stered political party shall, not later than 30. Finances
; of political
29 davs from the date of its registration, submit to the Commission g Parties.
30
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(2) Every such statement shaﬂ be signed by both the party leader
and treasurer and shall be accompamed by an aﬁidavxt as to whether
or not the party holds or possessas any funds or assets ou’csxde ngerza |

(3) No alien and no company, firm or bumness cnterpnse not wholly

' owned by citizens of Nigeria shall d.lrectly or indirectly make any
_tonmbutlon or loan (whether in cash or klnd) to funds held or to be

" held by or for the benefit of any pohtlcal party and no- pohtlcal party

or pEI'SOI;l whatsoever shall demand, obtain or _z.tccgpt any such contribu- :
tion or loan from any alien or from any conipany; firm or business
enterprise not wholly owned by c1tlzens of ngena %
(4) Every political party shall submit to the Comxmsalon a detailed

annual statement and analysis of its sources of funds and other assets
.toge’l:her with a similar statement of its expendl re in such form as
the Commission may requn-e

(5) No pohtzcal party shall hold or possess any funds or other
assets outside Nigeria nor shall it be entitled to retain any funds or

- assets remitted or sent to it from outside Nigeria, and any such funds or

other assets remittea or sent to 2 political party from outs:de Nzgena

shall be paid over or transferred to the Comm:ssmn within 21 days of its
receipt with such information as the Commission may require.

(6) The Commission shall have power to give d1rect10ns 1;0 pc:ﬂ:mal
parties regarding the books or records of financial transactions which

they shall keep and to examine all such books and records.
(7) The ‘powers confcrred on the Commissxon— under subsection
: (4-) of tlus section may be exercised by it through any member of its

staff or any person who is an auditor by professmn, and who is not a

- member of a political party.
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1 85. The statement referred to in section 84 of this Act shall be in - iﬁizg ;’-{}?3
2 respect of the period 1st January to 31st December in each year, so how- sa:;nmém
3 evé:r that in the year in which this Act comes into the operation, it shail sﬂegteuired . .
4 befor the period beginning with the registration or renewal of registration
-5 of such pasty and ending on the followiing 31st December. °
6 86.—(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Part of this Staterment a
7  Act, the statement relating to the election expenses of 2 political party as ;.;eg:;;m
8 prescribed in section 91 of thxs Act shall be submitted to the Commis.
9 sion in a separate audited account as in Form PP.3 } in the Schedule to
10 this Act not later than 90 days from the date of the election. »
u (2) For the purpose of determining election expenses referred to in
12 section 91 of this Act, but without prejudice to its generalﬂy, the
13 following shall be taken into consideration, that is to say— ~
14 (@) all amounts expended by the party for each and every candidate ‘
15 sponsored by it ; ‘
6 (b) alltheamounts paid out by the party for any services whatseever
17 connected witfr or peitaining to the eleciion ;
18 (¢) all lizbilities incurred and not paid for by the party in connection
19 with o pertaining to the election ;
20 {d) the open market value of all goods donated and services render-
21 ed, other than volunteer labour by registered nﬁembers of the party; )
22 (¢) hiring expenses of halls and other meetings venues .;
23 (f) the cosf of advertisements of all types in connéction with or -
24 pertaining to the election including advertisements by means of radio
25  and television broadca#ting, cinematograph, newspaper, handbills and )
26 pbsters and in any other form whatsoever.
27 87. Every statement of assets and liabilities required to be i’fu?éi::;iggt
28 published by a political party pursuant to section 84 of this Act shali be gnzﬁgﬁ_
29
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report on
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.. Federation.

Gazette and in at least three newspapers having wide circulation in the

-

: 88.—(1) No person who is below th;e age ())f.~18 years shall be a
member of any political party. - | . F |

| (2) No political party sha_]l enrol or .have ..o; its membership roil, :
either directly or by the estab]ish-ment ofa youth v;ring, any person under
the age of 18 years. ] . .

(3) No alien shall be ehglble to hold office in, or be a foundmg,
ordinary or other member of a political party

(4) The relevant provisions of sgptions 84 to 88 of this Act:shall
apply mutatis mutandis to an independent candidate as if references to
a political party were references to an mdependen :caﬁd.idaté and zefer-
ences to date of registration of a Poﬁticél party shall'be construed to mean
the date that the application of an independent candidate to stand for
an election was approved by the Commission.

( 5) An independent candidate who contravenes_any of the relcvant
prowsmns of sections 84 to 88-of this Act shall be guilty of an offence and
liable on conviction to a fine of N1 ,000 or to unpnsonment for a term
of six months or to both such fine and imprisonment. : :

(6) Any political party which contravenes the provisions of sub- |
section (2) of this section shall be guilty of‘an offence and liable on con-
iricii‘fmn to a-fine of 5,000 for the first offence and 'to‘a;a' fine of
ﬁﬁ.ﬁﬁﬂ for a second or any subsequent oﬂ'enoe LF

89.—(1) The Commission shall in every year prepare ‘and sub-
mit tothe National Assembly a report on éﬁh&@&ounts and balance
sheet of every political party > ..

(2) It shall be the duty of the-Commission in preparing its report

under this section to carry out such investigations as will enable it to
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form an opinion as to whether proper books of accounts and proper
records have been kept by any poliﬁcal party; and if the Commission
is of the opinion that proper books of accounts have not been'_ kept by

a political party, the Commission shall so repoit

(3) Every member of the Comimssmn or any person duly authorised :

by thc Commission shall have a right of access at- all times to the books

aqd accounts and vouchers of all political parties and shall be entitled

' to require from the officers of the party such information and explana-

tions as he thinks necessary for the performance of his duties under this
Act ; and if the Commission or any member thereof fails to obtain all the
informaion ‘and explanations which, to the best of its orhis knowledge
and belief, ‘are necessary for the purpose of any such lnvestlgatlon, the

‘Commission or member concemed shall state that fact i in the report and

in addition the COII]HIISSIOD may withhold payment of the annual

grant and any other moneys due to any such pohtlcal party until it

complies.

90.—(1) The Commission may approve a grant fqr disbursement
to political parties that will contest any general elections and the total
block grant to be made available by the Commission for this purpose
shall be the sum arrived at by -multlplymg ten kobo by the total number

of names appeanng in the final list of voters in- aH the Federal con- -

sntueneles in the Federatlon
(2 The Commission shall dzsburse the block grant to the registered
political parties as follows —

(a) fifty per cent of the block grant shall be shared equally among

all the poht[cal parties that have candidates for elections in not less

~ than 20 per cent of the constituencies for the particular election at the

commencement of campaigns for votes :

Grantz; to

y poln‘jcaj
_parties.
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1 (b) the remaining ﬁ.&y per cent of the block grant shaH be shared

2 among the political parties, after the results of the election have been
2 - 3  knownin the proportion of the number of seats won by each party in
4 . the Senate and the House of Representatwes that is tosay, a polltlca]
5 party which secures ten per cent, ﬁfty-ﬁve per cent or elghty per cent

m »

of the seats draws ten per cent, fifty-five per cent or elghty per cent

7 of the remaining grant, as the case may be. 3

°8 (3) The Gamm:ss;on shall in each financial year approve a grant

9 for dlsbursement to poht(ca] parties, not bezng less than one-half of the

10 sum amvecl at m accordauce with calculat:ons made pursnant to sub-

11 sectmn (1) of th13 sectton _ '

12 5 Provided that no such grant sha.ll be made in any year where a

13 grant is payable to polmcal part[cs pursuant to subsectxon (1 of this -

14 .sf;:ctlon ‘ ko S S,

15 4 The Commlssxon shail dlsburse the block grant mentioned in
- 16  subsection (3) of this section as follows—

17 (a) to_existing polztmai parties, after makmg allowance (zf c1rcum- |

18 stances so require) for the sums mentioned in paragraph (&) below in

19 proportmn to the number of seats won by each party and still held by -
20 it 1mmechately before the beginning of the financial year concemed

— - 21  in the Senate and the House of Representanves as 1llu§trated m

22 paragraph (6) of subsection (2) of this section ; and R
23 () to each and every political party registered m—between electmns’“

| 24 one-half of the least sum recewable by an exlstxng political party under

25 paragraph (@) above, so however that where such a party wins seats

26 © in the National Assembly folIowmg by-electmns the Comnussmn
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may choose which of either, but not both, forrhulae .should be appli-

-

' to such party. - -
- 91.—(1) For the purposes of an Iéiection, “election expenses”
means expenses incurred by a political party within the'period from the
date notice is given by the qunmiésioxi to conduct an election up to
and including the poliing day in respect of the _particular election.

E (2) Election eﬁ:penses incurred by a political party for the manage-
ment 01:_. the conduct of an election shall not exceed in the aggregate the
sum’ determined By multiplying twenty kobo by the number of names
appeanng in the ﬁnal voters’ hst for each constltuency where there is a

candidate sponsored by the political- party
* (3) In the case of an independent candidate, the election expenses

incurred by him for the manageme.nt and conduct of an election shall
not exceed in the aggregate the sum determined by multiplying five

kobo by the number of names appeanng in the findl voters list for his
constmxency

(4) Election expenses ofa imliticél party shall be su_bmitted to the

Commxss:on in a separate audited retum mthm three months after -

polhng day. The- return shall be signed by the party’s auditor and

counter-signed by the party leader and shall be supported by a sworn

affidavit as to the correctness of its contents. The Commission may
cause the return so submitted to be published..' _ _

(5) The return referred to in subsection (4) of this section shall
show the amount of money expended by or on behalf of the party on

election expenses, the items of expenditure and commercial value of

goods and services received for election purposes.
(6) Any political party which incurs election expenses beyond the

limit stipulated is guilty of an offence and shall be Liable on conviction

cable in the case of the pafty concerned, whichever is more favourable

- Election

expenses of

_ pblm.cal

parties.
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to a ﬁne of ¥10,000 payable jointly by the party leader and the party

treasurer.

(7) Any political party which fails to submit to the Commission the

audlted return of election expensesas reqmred in subsecnon (4) of this

S

C

L |

122

1]

ectlon or contravenes any provision of that subsectmn shall be guilty

ayable jointly by the party leader and the party treasurer,

(8) Thé provisions of subsectiom; (4), (5), (6) and (7) of this section
hall apply mutatis mutandis to an independeﬁt candidate but for refer-
nces to a ‘fine of 310,000 insubsections (6) and (%) there shall be sub-
tituted the sum of N3, 000

ParT IV—ELECTORAL OFFENCES

92, Any person who——-

(@) without. proper authority, ‘jdéstroys, mutilates, defaces or

~ removes.or makes any alteration in any noticé or document required

for the purpose of registration under this Act; or
(b) knowingly gives false information or mggés ':;1 false statement
with reference to any application for registration of hié name or with
reference to any ob;ectmn to the retention of the name of a person
on the register of voters; or ' 7
(¢) procures himself to belor does any a-ct whereby hé is by-wl‘lét

Rame or description so ever, included in the register of voters for more

than one mnsnTu-;ncy or more than once in the register of voters for
" constituency in which he is entitled to be registered; or

(@) pubhshes any statement, rumour or report which he knows to
be false or does not believe to be true 80 as to prevent persons who are

#

qualified to register from registering as.voters; or

LN

f an offence and shall be hable on convxct;on to a ﬁne of ﬁIO 000
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(e) makes in any record, register or document which he is reqmred

to prepae, publish or keep for the purpose of regzstratxon any entry

_or statement which he knows to be fa]se or does not believe to be

true y Or
(f) impedes or obstructs a reg-xstratlon officer or a revising officer in
the performance of his duties ; or

(¢) without proper authority, wears the badge of a registration or

assistant reg:stratmn oﬁcer or wears any other badge purporting to be

the badge ofa registration officer or assistant registration officer ; or

(A) forges a registration card ;

shall be guilty of an offence and liable gn conviction to a fine of N500

or to six months imprisonmént or to both,

93.—(1) Every person commits an oﬁence who does any of the

followmg, that is to say— |

(@) forges any norninatioh ;;:éper;
- (6) wilfully defaces or destroys any 'nomination paper ;

(c) delivers to an electoral oﬂicer any nomination paperknomng it
to be forged

*(d) signs a nomination paper as a candldate in more than one
constxmency H :

(¢) forges any ballot paper. or official -mark on any ballot paper ot any
certificate or return " ;

(f) wilfully destroys any ballot paper or oﬂ'icnal mark on any ballot

paper or any certificate or return ;

(g) without proper authority suppl:es a ballot paper to any person ;

(R) wﬂfully plaoes in any ballot box any unauthorised paper ;.

@) wﬂfully removes from a polling station any ballot paper whether

~or not the ba]lot paper was 1ssued to him in that pol]lllg stat:lon -

Offences in
respect of
nﬂmmatwn,
etc,
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(j) without proper authority destroys or m any other manner
interferes with a ballot box or its contents or any packet of ballot

papers then in use for the purpose of the elecnon H
(%) signs a nomination paper consenting to be a c:mdxdate atan

election knowing that he is mehgzhle to be a candidate at the election ;
() without proper authority prints a ballot paper or what purports
to be or is capable of being used as a ballot paper at an election ; ;

- (m) being authorised by the Commission to i pnnt ballot papers prints
more than the number or quantxty the Commission authonscd

() manufactures constructs, 1mports m.to Nigeria, has in his
possession, supphgs to any election officer or 1_.1§es for the purpose of an
-election, .or causes to be manufactured, constructed or imported into
Nigeria, supplied to any election officer or used for the purpose of any

: electmn, any ballot box mclu@ng ﬁ.’ny compartment, appliance,
device or ‘mechanism on or by Wh‘;gx a ballot paper may or could be

sec:etly placed or stored in, or havmg been deposgted durmg pollmg
- may be secretly d:werted msplaced or mampulated

and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of %%1000 or to mensonment
for twelve months or to.poth,

(2) An attempt to commit any offence under this section Shi:lll be
pm;ishable in the same manner as thé offence itself. r

(3) W’héreiany person is convicted of an offence ugder this section

“he shall in addition to any p?,nélty imposed. on conviction be deemed to

be guilty of a corrupt practice under sections 98 and 103 of this Act
and those sections shall have effect accordingly.

(4) In any prosecutxon for an oﬁ'ence under this section it shall,
where appropriate, be sufficient ewdence of ownershxp if the property in

the papers; boxes and mstruments is s‘tated to be in the Comrmssxon

until the contrary is proved
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200 or to mpnsonment for three months or to both.
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1 o4, -Any ofﬁcer appomted for the purposes of this Act, who w1th-_ gere:xigggj
2 out Iawful excuse is guilty of any act or o:mss:on in breach of his ‘_mty'

3 | official duty conimits an offence against the Act and shall be liable on _

4 con:fiction to a fine of 21,000 or to 1rnpnsonment for twelve months, | -

5. _' 95, —(1) Any person who, ata polmcal meeting held in any con- st:n:li:;lry
6 stztuency after the date when an election has been an.nounoed—— i 'gzei?:il:g;?l

7 (@) acts or incites another to act in a disorderly manner for the

8. purpose of preventmg the transaction of the business for which the >
9 meeting was canvened ; or ' , :
10 () has in his Ppossession an oﬂ'elmve Weapon or mlssdes
11 shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine of _
12 21,000 or mensonment for twelve months or to both. ;
13 (2) In this section, “offensive weapon or missiles” means any .

I14- _cannon, gun, rifle, carbme, machine gun, .cap-gun, flint-lock gun, )
15 revolver, pistol, air gun, air pistol, or other firearms (whether whole or
16 in detached pxeces), bow and arrow, spear cutlass, matchet, knife, .

dagger, cudgel, horse-wth or- any plece of vmod metal bottle, o
18 stone capable of being used asa mxssﬂe or oﬂ’enswe weapon,

19 9, Any person who— | | Improper use
20 (a) being entitled to a registration card hands it when recewed by ?iin rm-
21 h.lm to some person other than an officer appointed and acting in the
22 courseofhis dutyunderthis Act;

23 - ) not bemg an oﬂicer and actmg in the course of his duty under |
24 this Act, receives any registration card in the name of some other
person ;or -
(c) has i in his possession more than one reglstratmn card,
shall be guilty of an offence and hable on conviction to a ﬁne of
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97.—(1) No person sﬁall proviiie for t.h'e purpose of any person
10 a registration office or to a polhng station any Government vehicle or
boat, or any vehicle or boat belongmg to a publlc corporation except in ’
respect of 3 person who is ordinarily enntled’to use such vehicle or
boat, : |
(2) N’étwithstﬁnding the provisions of subséction (1) of this section
the Commission may by notice in the Gageite fésti‘iét of limit the use of
vehicles of any partxcular description or any water transport at an
election. )

" (3) Any person who contravenes the provisions of ﬂ'JJS section shall -

_ be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction toa ﬁne of ¥100 or

to imprisonment for one month or to both.

- 98.—(1) Ifat an election, a_candidate commits or is deemed under
this Act to have commxtted any offence whereby he is guilty of any
corruptpractice, a.ndthat candidate is elected, his election shall be invalid,

(2) For the purposes of this sectim_l, acandidate shall be deemedto
have committed a corrupt practice, if it was committed with hisknowledge
and consent, or with the knoﬁledge and consent of any person acting )
under the genera.l or 3pecxal authorlty of the mndadate with referenice
to the eIectwn

3) Every corrupt practice shall be an offence under this Ac‘t

99 —(1) Any person who—— _ -7

(@) applies under this Actto be inclﬁded_ in any list of voter_;a in 1 ﬂie. '

name of some other person, whether such Ji_uame"' is that of 4 person .

. living or-dead or of 2 fictitious persoxi 2 = : _
(b) having once to his knowledge been Iiropeley included in a list -
of voters under this Act as avoter entitled to voteat a pending eléction g

apf:ﬁes, except as authorised by this Act, to be included in any other
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list of voters prepared for any constituency as a voter at the same
election ; : : T T

-(¢) applies for a ballot péper in the name of some other persbn,

whether such name is that of a person‘living or dead or of a fictitious |

person; s ow s = s
(d) having voted once at an election applies at the same election for

~ another ballot paper ; '
~(e) votes or attempts to vote atan electlon knowing that he is not

qualified to vote at the election ; or

)] induces or procures any other person to vote at an election .

knowing that such other person is not qualified to vote at the election,

_shall be guilty of personation.

: (2) Any person who commits the offence of personation or who

aids, abets, counsels or procures the commission of that offence shall

be liable on comnct:on to afine of ﬁSDU or imprisonment for six months

«

-or to both.’ -

(3) No person charged with the offence of - personatlon shall be
convicted except on the evidence of at least two w:tnwses

- 100. Every person shall be guilty of corrupt practice and commits

the offence of treating who— _
(@) corruptly by bmzself or by any other person at any ttme after
t.he date of an election has ‘been announced, directly or indirectly:
- gives or _prbvid&; or péys, wholly or in part the expense of giving
orI;rowdmg any food, drink, entertainment or provision to or for
any” p'er;on for the.purpose of cdrruptly influencing that person or
‘any other person to vote or refrain from voting at such election,
or on account ‘of such person or.any other pérson having voted or

refrained from voting at such election ; or

Treating.
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(b) being a voter, corruptly accepts or takes any such Tood, drink ;
entertainment or provision during any such P?fidd!

Y =
and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of 31,000 or to i:ﬁpriso_nﬁlent

for twelve months or to both. ) .v o

101, A.ﬁ'y'person who directly or i;lﬂcrlirectly, by hims;allf or by any.
other _p-erson‘ 6;1 his behalf, makes use of or threatem‘s to make use of,
any force, violence, or restraint, or who inflicts or th?éatené tolinﬂict’

by himself or by any other perso‘n, any temporal or spiritual injury,

damage, harm or loss Upon or against any person, in order to mduci:%
or compel anyone to refrain from standing as a candidate or fo Vote ;
refrain from voting, at any election, or who by abduction, duress, or
any fraudulent device or conu‘ivance meedcs or prevents the free use of
the vote by any voter or thereby compels, induces or prevails upon a{ﬁfz
voter either to give or refram from gmng his vote at any election orTo .
compel a candidate to stop canvassing for votes for hlmse!f shall be
guilty of a corrupt practice, and commits the offence of undue ‘influence,
and shall be liable on oonvrcﬁon to.a fine of 31,000 or imprisonment
for twelve months or to both. _
102.—(1) Any person .shall be guilty of corrupt practice and
commits the offence of bribery who— |
(@) directly or indirectly by himself or by any other person on
his behalf, corruptly gives, lends or agrees to give or lend, or offers,
.promisés, or promises to prbcure or to endeavour to procure, any
money or valuable conéi_deration to or for any voter, or to or for any
person on behalf of any v;:)ter, or to or for any other person, in order
to induce any voter to vote or refram from x?oting, or corruptly does
- any such act as aforesaid on account ‘of such voter having voted or -

refrained from voting, at any election ;or
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(5) dlregtly or 1nd1rcct1y, by hlrnaelf or by any other pemon on his

behalf, corruptly gives Or procures, or agrees to give or procure, or

_oﬂers, promises to procure or to endeavour to procure, any ofﬁc.e,_
place or employment to or for any voter or to or for any person on

“behalf of any vote::, or to or for any other person,_in order to induce

any voter to vote or refrain from voting, or corruptly does any such

‘actas aforesald on account of any voter having voted or reframoci from

~

votmg at agy election ; or

-

(¢) directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other pcrson on his

. behalf; corruptly makes any glf!: 1oan offer, promise, procurement or

agreement ‘as aforesaid to or for any person, in order to induce such

' person to procure or to endeavour to procure the return of any person

as a member of a Legislative House or to an elective office or the vote
of any voter at any eIectmn or

(d) upon or in consequence of any pgift; loan, offer, proxﬁise,

procurement or agreement as aforesaid, corruptly procures, or engages’

or promises or endeavours to procure, the return of any person as a
miember of a Legislative House or to an elective ofﬁce or the vote of any
voter at any electmn or

(e) advanees or pays or causes to be paid any money to or for the use

of any other person, with the intent that such money ‘or any part thereof -

shall be expended in bnbery at any election, or who knowingly pays or

. causcs to be paid, any money to any person in d13charge or repayment

: of any money wholly or in part expended in bribery at any electmm or

(f) after " any  election directly, or indirectly, by Iumse]f

cor by any other person on his behalf receives any maney

or valuable cons:deratxon on account of any peraon _having

voted or reframed from votmg, or havmg mduced aay other person to
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Disqualifi-
cation for
certain
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practices,

Requirement
of secrecy,

1.: Voteor refrain from voting or havmg induced any candidate to refram
2 from canvassing for votes for himself at any such election. -

3 (=) A voter shall be gmlty of a corrupt practice and comrmts an
4 offence of bnbery who before or during an election directly or indirectly
5 himself or by any other person on his behalf, receives, agrees or contracts
6 for any money, gift, loan, or valuable consideration,l office, 'place' or
7 employx-nent,‘ for himself, or i"or any other person, for voting or a;greeing .

8 to vote or for refraining or agreemg to refrain from votmg at any such
9 election.

) 10 (3) Nothing in this section shall extend or apply to money paid or

11 agreed to be paid for or omr account of any lawful expenses bona ﬁde
12 incurred at or concerning any election,
13 (4) Any person who commits the offence of bnbery shall be liable

14" on convnctlonto afine of ﬁz,ooo or Impnsonment for twoyearsorto botb
15 103. Any person guilty ofﬂmrrupt practice who is convicted of the
16 offence of personation, treatmg, undue mﬂuence, or bnbery or is
7. conwcted ofaiding, abettmg, counsellmg or procunng the commission

18 of theoffence of personation or, bemg convicted of any other oﬁ'ence

~ 19 under this Part of this Act is deemed for the e purposes of this sectmn to be

20 guilty ofa corrupt practice and shall in addmon to any other penalty, be
21- disqualified duringa penod of four years'fmm the date of his conviction—
22 (@) from bemg reg:stered as a voter or voting at any electlon, or
23 (b) from being elected uncler this Act or if elected before hls convic-
24 tion, from retaining the oﬂice to which he was elected, ‘

25 104.'—(1) Every person in attendance at a polling station including

26 every officer charged with the conduct of an electlon and his assmtants and

27 ﬂvery polling agent counting agent and candidate i in attendance at a

28 polhng station or at the counting of votes, as the case may be, shall

29 mamtam and aid in mamtaxmng the secrecy of the voting.
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shall, except for some’ purpose authorised by law, the proof whereof

shall lie upon him, communicate before the poll is closed to any person

-information as to the name or number on the register of any voter who

has or has not voted at the place of voting.
“u{3) No person sha_ll——_-

* (a) interfere with a voter casting his vote, or by any other means

obtain or attempt to obtain in a polling station information as to the

candidate for whom a voter in that place is about to vote or has voted; or

- () communicateatany timetoany other personinformation obtained -

~ ina polling station as to the candidate for whom a voter in that place
* is about to vote _-orhhas' voted.’ :

(4) Any person acting contrary to the provisions of this section

cnrﬁmits an offence and shall be liable upon conviction to a fine of 3200

ortoimprisonment for three months ; and shallin addition tothe penalty

meosed on conviction be deemed to be gullty ofa corrupt practice for

the purposes of sections 98 and 103 of this Act and those sections shall

have effect accordingly, .
- 105. Any person who—

- (@) votes at an election or induces or procures any person to vote
at an election, knowing that he or such person is prohibited. from
vgting thereat ; , or ' |

(5) before or during an election, pubhshes any statement of the
thhdrawal of a candidate at such election knowing it to be false or
reckles.sly as to its truth or falsity, and the statement is likely to pro-
“mote or procure the election of another,_candidate ; or -

(c) before or during an electlon publishes any statement as to the
personal character or conduct of a cand}date calculatzd to pre_}udme_

(2) Noperson in attendance at a polling booth.under this section

the chance of election of the candidate or to promote or procure the

Wrongful
voting and
false state-
ments.
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election of another candldate and such statement 18 fa]se and was
pubhshed without reasonable grounds for belief by the person
publishing it that the statement was true,
shall be guilty of an illeéal practice and liable on -cohviction- to a fine of
%%1,096: or imprisonment fora te@ of twelve months or to both, and’
shall in addition to any penalty iniposed on confiction, be d;eemed to
be guilty of a corrupt practxce for the purposes of sections 98 and 103 of

this Act and those sections shall have effect accordingly.

166.—(1) Any person who knoWingly votes or attempts to vote

~ in a constituency in respect of which his name is not on the register of

voters shall be guilty of ar-offence and liable on conviction toa fine of
200 or to imprisonment for three months or to bOtil - |
(2) Any person who atan electlon brmgs into apolling station a ballot
paper issued to another person shall be guilty of an offence and liable on
convictiontoa ﬁne of ﬁﬁﬂﬁ or to imprisonment for six months or to both.

(3) Where, any person is convicted of an oﬁ"ence under this section

he shall, in additiofi to any penalty imposed on conviction, be deemed

to be guilty of a corrupt practice for the purposes of sections 98 and 103 °

lof this Acf, and those sections shall have effect accordingly.

_ -107. Any person who at-an election acts or incites others to act in
a d:sorderl}r manner for the purpose of preventing or obstructing the
conduct of such election shall be guilty of an o&'ence and be liable o ._
conviction to a fine of 31,000 or imprisonment for a term of twelve |

months or to both.

108 —(1)-’N o person shall on the date on which election is held
do any of the followmg acts or things in a polling station or within-a

d:qtruu,e of three hundred metres of a polling statmn, that is to say,

(a) canvass for votes : 3
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25 ¥200o0r lmpnsonment for three months for every such oﬁ'ence
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1 . (b) solicitthe vote of any voter ;
2 (9 persuede any voter not to vote for any particular candidate ;
3 (d) persuade any votef not to vote at the election ;
4 (¢) shoutslogans concerning the election ;
5 (f) be in possession of any offensive weapon or wear any dress or

"6 have any facial or other decoration which in any event is calculated

7 to intimidat_e voters ;
.8 (2) exlublt, wear or tender any notice, symbol; photograph or
9 party card referrmg to the elecnon 5 ‘
0 - (%) use any vehicle bearing the colour or s.\;‘rmbol of a pohtlcal
11 party by any means whatsoever - ¥
12 (?) display by any means on a vehlcle the name or photograph of
13 the candidate ;

14 () loiter without lawful excuse efter voting or being refused to vote.
15 (2) No p.erson-shall ina constituency on the ciay on which an election
16 is held— | ' |
17 (@) convene, hold or ottend any public meeting ; or
18 - (b) unless appomted under this Act to make oﬁcaal announcements,

19 Operate any megaphone, amplifier or pubhc address: apparatus for *

20  thepurpose of making announcements concerned with the election - or

21 (c) wear or carryany badge ‘poster, banner, flag or symbol relating

22 toa political party or to the election,

23 (3) Any person acting contrafy to any of the provisjons of this

" 24 scction shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine of

K

26 109, Where any person is convicted of an offence under this Part
27 of this Act, the effect of which is to dlsqualify such person from being

28 registered as a voter, or from bemg elected to any of the Legislative

Federal
Elecr.or_al )

on
to be notified
of certain
convictions,

A
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Houses, or eIéctive offices, the court by which he is convicted shall
notify the Commission of the conviction’; and in the event of an appeal
the court hearing the appeai shall gwe notice of the result of such appeal
to the Commission, ) i

110.—(1) Every reglstered pohtxcal party that through any person
acting on its behalf—— e \
(@) during two days before polling day Iadvertisesl on the facilifies
of any broadcasting undertaking ; or
(6) procures for publication or acquiesces- in the publication,
during the period &escribed in pa_lfal.graph (@) of ana;lverﬁsement in

a newspaper, for the i)urpose of promoting or opposing a particular

political party or the election of a pamcular candldate, - ;

is gmlty of an oﬂ'ence agaunst this Act and upon conviction shall be liable
to a fine of ¥5,000. |

(;) For the purposes of subsection (1) of this section, a notice of

a function, meeting or othér event that the leader of a political party

intends to attend or a notice of invitation to meet the leader of a p’cEiticéI

party at a specified placé shall be de_émed not to -bc an advertisement flor.

the purpose of promoting or opposmg a particular political party ‘or

the election of a parucular candidate, ' |
(3) A prosecution for an offence under this section may be brought

against a political party and in the name of that party and, for the purposé

of any such prosecution only, the political party sﬁall be deemed to

be a persnn and any act or thmg done or omitted by an officer of 4- _
pohtlcal party mthln the scope of his authonty to act on behalf of the

political party shall be deemed to be an act or thing. done or omitted
' by that party.
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111. Every candjdate who dlrectly or through any person actmg
on h!s behalf—

o

(@) during two days immediately preceding polling day, or on
polling day advertises on the facilities of any broadcasting under-
taking ; or -

(%) procures for publication or acquiesces in the publication during
the period described in paragraph (&) of an advert;sement in a news-
: paper, for the purpose of promoting or opposing a partltmlar registered

© W N o A W

party or the election of a particular candidate : ;
10 is guilty of an n offence against this Act and on conviction shall be liable
1

[y

toafine of -Hsoo orto mpnsonment forsix months.
12 112.—(1) Every person who with intent to influence persons to

13 give or refra.m from giving their votes at : an election, uses, aids, abets,

14 counsels or procures the use of any broadcasting of matter having

15 reference to an election is guilty of an illegal pfactice and an offence
16 agamst this Act and shall on conviction bé liable to a fine of %%500 or to
-1‘7 unpnsonment for six months. | |

18 (2) Where a candidate or any person acting on behalf of the candi-
19 date, with the candidate’s actual kndwledgc -aﬁd consent, broadcasts
20 outside of Niggria a spg.;ch or any entertainment or advertising pro-
21 gramme during an electioﬁ, in favour of or on behalf of any political
22 parfy. or any ganididite o an election, the candidate is guilty of an illegal
23 pract;ce and an o&'ence against th:s Act and on conmct.lon shall be
24 liabletoa- ﬁne of ﬁgoo or to unpnson.ment for six months.

25 - (3) Every candidate who dxrectly or through any other person or
- 26 assoclatmn acting on his behalf, engages in ca.mpmgmng or broadcasting
27 based on religious, tribal, or sectional bias for the purpose of promotu’;g

28 or opposing a particular political party or the eléctiqn of particular

Limitation
on political
broadcasting
and cam-

'paigning by

candidate,

Broadcast
from outmde

Nigeria, etc.,
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candidate, is guilty of an offence against this Act and on conviction shall

be liable to a fine of 31,000 or imprisonment for one year or to both.

' . kA
PART V—LEGAL PROCEEDINGS TO QUESTION THE VALIDITY OF AN
ELecTION

113-—(1) No election- and no return to the Senate, the House of

Representatives or any State Assembly or to any elective office shall

‘be questioned in any other manrier except by a petition complarning -

about the election or the return-and presented to the competent High
Court in accordance with the provisions of this Aet. .

(2) In this section “competent High Court” means—

“(@) in any case involving the office of President or Vice-President,
the Federal High Court and on the coming into force of section 262 of
the Constitution, the High Court of the Federal Capital Territor;

~ established pursuant to.section 253 of the Constitution i :
(b) in any case involving any other office, the High Court of the
State as respects which such office is estabﬁsﬁed under the Cons-
titution ; and |
(c) in any case involving the membership of or the seat of a person

in a Legislative House, the High Court of the State where the Sena-

—

member or person is located.

this Act upon the F ederal High Court or the High Court of a State, in

any case involving the*olfice of President, Vice-President, Govemor

pr Deputy Governnr the Chze.f Judge of the Federal High Court or

the High (.ourt of a State as the case may be, shall determme the number

of judges that shall constitute the Court .

torial district, Federal constituency or State constituency °of that

(3) For the purpose of exercising any jurisdietion conferred by |

i
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(4) A petition to question an election or return shall be presented

2  to the competent High Court not later than 3 days from the date that the

3 result of the election is declared and shall be commenced—

o

10
11
12
13
14

15

16

‘1.
18.

Sy
20

21
22
23

24

25
26

27

© 28

29

[

“

(a)l in the case of the election of President or '.Vice'-President, in
the.Fe.'deral_ High Court established in the place where the clapital of
the Federal _Republic- of Nigeriaissituated ; - |

(b) in the case of the election .qf Go-vernor or Deputjr Governor of

a State, in the High Court estéblfshed in the place where the capital

* of the State is situated ; and

(¢) in all other cascs, the High Court of the State established for

or having jurisdiction in the Senatorial district, Federal constituency

or State constituency for which the candidate was elected.

114.- (1) A person shall not be entitled to present an election

petition under this Act unless—

() he is a person é_laiming to have had a right to be returned at

_ the election ; or

(®)-heisa person alleging himself to have been a candidate at the
election ; or ; -

(o) his name is on the register of voters for that constituency.

(2) In ahy petition, the respondent to such petition shall be—

=

() the successful candidate ; and .
(6) the Chief Federal Electoral Officer of the Federation where the

petition relates to the election of the President or Vice-President ; or

(c) the Chief Federal Electoral Officer-of the State where the elcc-

tion relates to the election of the Governor or Deputy Governor of

that State ; or | : | -
(d) the Federal Electoral Officer for a,Senatbrial district, a Federal

constituency or State const-ituency where the election relates to the

election of a senator, a member of the House of Representatives or a

Right to
present a
petition.
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11!
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25
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28

member of a State Assembly, as the case Iﬁay be ; ]
and where a petition complains of the conduct of a returniﬁ'g officer,
he shall for all purposes be deemed to be a re3pondent

115 —(1) An election may be questioned on any of the following |

grounds, that is to say— - °
() ‘that a person whose election is questioned was, at the time of

the-election, not qi.laliﬁe;i to be elected ;

(b) that the election was invalid by reason of corrupt practices or
nbn—-compliance with the ‘provisions of Part 11 of this Act ;

(c) that the respondent was, at the time of the eIect:on not duly
elected by majority of lawful votes at the electlon

(d) that the petitioner was validly nominatcd‘ but was unlawfully
c-xclucled from the election.

(2) An act or OIIIISSIOI'I wh:ch is contrary to an instruction or
direction of the Comm1ssxon or any officer appointed for the purpose of
the election, but which is not contrary to Part II of this Act shall not of
itself be a ground upon. which an election may be questioned.

116.—(1) An election shall not be invalidated by reason of non-
compliance thh Part II of this Act if it appears to the Court having
cognisance of the quest:on that the elec'tion was conducted substantially .

in accordance with the provisions of the said Part IT and that the non-

f compliance dxd not affect the result of the elect:mn

(2) An election shall not be questioned by reason of a defect in the

title or want of title of the person conductmg the election if that person
i
wasthen in actual possession of, or acting in, the oﬁice giving the nght to-

conduct an elecnon
117 ~—(1) Any question as to whether the seat of any member of a

Legislative House has become vacant shall be referred to and dec1ded by
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; ’the Court in accordance with the procedure prescribed forthe adjudica-
_tion of a petition. ‘ ‘
(2) Proceedmgs under this section in relatlon to a quest:on as to

whether the seatof a member has become vacant may be instituted by any

=

member represents,

L]

(3) The Court shall certify its decision in writinig to the Commission.

118.—(1) The petition shall state the facts and grounds on which the Contents of

1
2
3
4
5 person who is qualified as a voter in the const:tuency which the elected
6
7
; . the petition,
9

petitioner relies for mvahdahng the elect:lon and shall also state the name
10 and address of any other person or persons affected by the petition and
11 the petition shall be i in the Form EC. 10 in the Schedule to this Act and
12 shall mclude brief statements— _
13 (a) of the nght of the petitioner to present the | pentxon and ;
14 (b) of the holding and result of the election and of the facts and *
15 grounds relied upon to sustain the prayer of the petition
16 = (2) The peutmn shall be divided into paragraphs each of which, as
17 nearly as may be shall be confined to a distinct pomon of the subject
18 and all the paragraphs shall be numbered consecu'avely
) 19 (3) The petition shall conelude wzth a prayer that the.person _
20 specified therem may | be declared duly returned, or that the election may
21 ‘be declared void as the case may be, and the petztlon shall be s:gned by o
22 the pentloner or if he has a legal practltlone: by his legal practitioner »
23 named at the foot of the petition. _ |
24 - (4) At the end of the petition there shall be stated an address for

25 eemce, at which address the documents mtended for the petitioner may
26 - be left,

27 119, The Court may order further particulars to be included in Further
) particulars,
- Y 28 the petltlon S0 as to prevent surpnse and unneeessary expense and to

]

+29 ensure a faxr and effectual hearing,
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120.—(1) At the time of filing t11e pet:t:un or within such extended

==

time as may be allowed by the Court the petitioner shall give security

for an amount ﬁ‘ced by the Court and as directed by the Court the
petitioner shall deposnt the amount in any Treasury or give security by
recognisanc;e for the amount. |

(2) A recognisance may be entered inito b y any number of sureties
not exceeding two, - of whom shall be the petitioner or any of the

pctitioners and such recognisanceshall contain the name and usuai place

of abode of each. »uret\, with such suﬂiment descnptxon as shall enable
himto be found or ascertamed
(3) The recogmsance may be acknowledged before the Court of

ST
magistrate or justice of the peace as the case may be. and there may be

onerecognisance acknowledged by the sureties, or sepall'ate recognisances
by one or more, as_may be convenient.‘ ;

121. "Fhe petitioner shall, for the pt;rp'ose of éervioe of the petition
on the __re9pondent,: give to the Registrar Of the Court . ;thé.
address of the respondent or if the Court othérwise orders he shall
give such other addresses W;thm the constltuency in which the petition

is filed, where personal service can be effected on the reapondent if

- known to the petmoner.

122.~(1). Proceedings at the hearing of the petition shall be dealt

 with inthe samemanner as a claim in a civil action in which the petmoner

- is the plamt:ff and the respondent is the defendant, and the petltlon and
answer shall be treated as a statement of clalm and statement of defence

respectively.

(2) The rules of civil procedure in force in the High Court
concerned shall with 'm} necessary modlﬁcauons apply to the trial of the

petxtlon



Electoral o 1981 No.

C-161

o oo ~ (=2 T ¥ | -~ W Do

10
11
12
13
14
15

16

17
18
19

20
. 21

22

-

25
26
27
28
29

(3) Proceedmgs before a High Court in the case of a petmon in

‘respeet of the oﬁice of Prosldent or Vlco-Presldent, Governor or Deputy -

Governor orin respeot of any of the Legislative houses shall be completed
not later than 25 days from the date of the election concerned.

123. Anappeal shall lie as of right from a High Court to the Federal
Court of Appeal on decxsnons on any question whether any person has
been nghtly eIected to any office under the Constxtutlon or member-

ship of any Legislative House or whether the term of office of any person

has ceased or the seatof a person ina Leglslatrve House has become

vacant,

124 An appeal shall lie as of right from the Federal Court of
Appeal to the Supreme Court on decisions on any questlon whether any
person has been validly elected to any oﬂice under the Constitution or of
the tnemberéhip of any Legislative I-,I_ouse or whether the term of office
o__t_'. any persoo -.has ceased or the seat of a person in a Legislative House
has become vacant. o

25.—(1) Any appeal to the Federal Court of Appeal pursuant to
section 123 of this Act shall be filed in the Federal Court of Appeal not

later than 4 days from the date of the decision of the High Court, and the

decision of the F ederal Court of Appeal on the appeal shall be given not
later than 7 days from the date on which the appeal wasfiled,

(2) Any appeal to the Supreme Court pursuant to section 124- of
th:s Act shall be filed in the Supreme Court not later than 4 days from

the date of the decision of the F ederal Court of Appeal and the decision

of the Supreme Court on the appeal shall be given not later than 4 days
from the date on which the appeal was ﬁ]ed
126. The pl‘OVISIOIlS of any enactment (mcludmg rules of court)

regulating -the practtce and procedure of-the Federal Court of Appeal

and the Supreme Court shall with any necessary modification apply in

Appeals as of
right from -a
igh Court

.Appeals as of
1i, m
_the Feders]

Court of
Appeal.

Proceedings

" on appeal, —

etc. and
time for
completion,

Practice and

procedure
for appeals.
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- 1 respect of appeals from the decisions of any court subordinate to the
2 Federal Coust-of Appeal or the Supreme Court. |
Service of -
&i"c&‘? ey 3 12%—(1) Ifa petmon is filed and the fees are paid the Reglstrar of
- of electi
petition, = 4 the High Court concemed ahall——

(@) serve notice in the Form EC.11 in the Schedule to this Act of _
the presentation of the petltion, together with a ceriified copy of the
petition to the respondent

(b) send a certified copy of the petition to the Commission.

(2) In the notlce of presentanon of the petition the Registrar shall

10 state a time, not later than 3 days after the date of service of the notlce,

11

Iz'

13
14
15
16

57

- 18

19
20
21
22
23
24

25

- 26
v
28

29

within which the respondent shall enter an appearance

—

(3) Subject to the prov:s:ons of this section, the notice and copy of

‘the petition and any other documents to be dehvered to ‘the reepondent y

before he enters appearance shall be servccl on hun personally or in
any other manner prescribed by the Court,
" (4) Where the respondent intends to oppose the petition he shall

within the time limit allowed in the notice of Presentation of the petition -
which shall not exceed 3 days enter an appearance by ﬁlmg with the

Reg:strar a memorandum of appearance stating that he intends to oppose |
the petmon and giving the name and address of his legal practitioner, or

stating that he acts for himself as the case may be. The memorandum of -
apppearance shall be signed by the respondent, and may be filed by him
or by any legal practitioner acting for him, :

(5) On the filing of the memorandum of appearance the respondent
or his legal practitioner shall leave a duplicaté of the memorandum with
the Registrar for every other party to the petition together with three
additional duplicates, and shall at the same time pay to any Government
Treasury the fees for service and produce to the Registrar recezpt thereof '

(6) If the respondent fails to enter an appearance, any document
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intended for the respondent may be affixed to the Court’s notice board

and the fact that itis on such notice board shall be sufficient not:lce for

- any of the purposes of this Part of this Act.

(7) The Registrar shall ssrve a duplicate of the ‘memorandum of
appearance, or give notice of it to all other parties to the petition.
128. A reply to the petition shall be filed by the respondent not-

later than 6 days after the date on which the petition Was served on the -
respondent,”

129.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this section—

(@) no petition shall be amended except by leave of the Court and

the Court may on any. apphcatlon for Ieave to amend grant the same if it

appears that the respondent will not be prejudlced by the amendment ;

(b) the Court may at any stage of the proceedings either of its own _

motion or on the application of either party, order the petition or the
reply, if any, to be amended, whether the defect or error be that of the
party applying to amend or not ; and all such amendments as may be

necessary or proper for the purpose of eliminating: all statements

which may tend to pre]udlce, embarrass or delay the fair trial of the -

petition, and for the purpose of determmmg in the existing petition

the real questions or question in controvorsy Detween the parties shall
beso made ‘but the order shall be made upon such terms as to costs or

othermse as shall seem just, ' _ -

: (2) After the expiry of the time limited by this Part‘of this Act for
presenting a petition, no amendmeot shall be made for tI}e purpose of
introducing any fresh prayer into t_]ﬁ_ts petition, or effecting any alteration
of substance in the prayer. ' ' ;

' (3) The Court in the trial and determination of the petition shall

not be obhged to confine its inquiry or ﬁndmgs to the issues ralsed by the

petxtlon and the reply and Subject to the prowslons of this Part of thxs

Reply.

Amendment
of glection
petition.
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Act as to time for presentation of a pétition;'may with or without ordering

or allomng the amendment to any statement of the facts and_.grouﬁde_.

relied upon in support of the petitioﬁ or theamendment of any admission

or denial contained or facts or grounds set oﬁt in the reply inquire into
any other issue otherwise raised. or apparent or any matter otherwise
appearing as to the Court may seem necessa.ry tor the proper determina-
tlon of the petltom

130‘ —(1) When a petitioner clauns the seaJ: for an unsuccessful
candldate, alleging that he had ‘a majority of lawful votes, any party
compla:mng of and any party defendmg the election shall, within 3 days

after the filing of the reply, or where no appearance is entered not less -

than 4 days before the day fixed for trial, file with the Registrar a list of

_ the votes intended to be_objected to by him and of the heads of objection

to each such vote. No evidence shall be giiren to Mmge the validity of
any t_); upon any head of ejbject.ion not specified in the_h:st except by lei;ve
of the Court given upon such terrns as to amendment of the Iist, post-
ponement of the trial and payment of costs as the Cbu& may think fit.

(2) The party filing the list shall at the same time deliver to the
Registrar ; duplicate for every other party to the petition togethe1; thh 3
ott;er duplicates and shallllp-.ay the app:opfia{:e fees for service ; and if -.
default is made in the delivery of the duplicates and in the payment the- -
list shall not be filed ﬁrith,out the leave of the Court. _ ”

(3) The Registrar shall gaj;;e a duplicate- of the list to be served on

~ every other party forthwith.

131.—(1) When the respondent in a petition complaining of an undue-

- return and claiming the seat for some person intends to give evidence to

prove that the election of such person was undue, the réspondent shall

i
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within 4 days after the filing of the reply, file in the Court a list of the.

objections ‘to the -election upon which he intends to rely. No evidence

shall be given by a respondent of any objection to the election not

specified in the list, e.xcépt by leave of the Court given upon such terms

as to amendment of the list, postponement of the trial and payment of o

cost as the Court may think fit.

(2) The party ﬁh.ng the list shall at the same time deliver to the
Reglstrar a duplicate of the list for every other party to the petition

-together with 3 other duplicates, and shall pay the appropriate fees for the -

service, If the party ﬁlmg the hst fails to.deliver the necessary duphcates
or to pay the fees, the list shall not be ﬁled Wlthout the leave of the Court.

(3) Thc Regxstrar shall forthwith after the ﬁlmg of the hst cause a

duphcate of the list to be served on every other party.
132.—(1) Every petition shall be tried in public and subject to the

provisions of this section the time and place of the trial of a petition shall

be fixed by the Court Notice of the I:lme and place of the trial shall be .
given by the Regxstrar at least 10 days before the day ﬁxed for the trial-

(a) by posting the notice on the Court’s notice board a.nd

(b) by sending a oopy of the notlce by registered post or messenger

to the petitioner’s address forservice and tothe respondents’ address

for service if known, and by delivering a copy to the Commission -

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this sectmn,

ifall the parties to the petition consent to the holdmg of the trial of the
petition at aplace other than the place described in subsecnon (1)above,

_the venue of the trial of the petzuon may in the discretion of the Cou.rt be

that place. : : _
(3) The Com:.ﬁission shall, if it thinks fit, g_ivé notice of the trial of

the pef;itioh by causing the copy delivered to it under subsection (1)

of this section to be affixed at the place appointed for the delivery of

2

Time and
place of

. hearing

Ppetition.

-
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1 | nomination papers, oratsome conspmuous place within the constxtuencg, 3
N,

but failure to affix such copy shall not affect the proceedmgs
(4) The posting of the notice of trial on the Court’s notice board
shall be sufficient notice notwithstanding that any other copies dispatched

under paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of this section may not have Peen

i
i

O\U":-F-_t'» o]

_ dehvered

Withdrawal
and disposal :
of petition. 8

~J

133.—(1) No petition shall be withdrawn without the leave of the

I.Coﬁrt and, where there are more petitioners than one, the_applicatioﬁ, x

-9 'for leave to withdraw a petition shall not be made except with the - &
10 consent of all the petitioners. - |

11 2) A petltlon ﬁled before the I-ngh Court in respect of any electlon
12 shall be disposed of by the Court not later than 25 days from the date of .- 'I

13 such electionand any election petition not so disposed of shall be time

14 barred and such petition shall be deemed null and void.

Hg“gg;::‘i'fl 15 134, If before the trial of a petition, the reapondent gives- notice -
tion.

16 _fo the Court in writing signed by him or his legal practitioner bcfore
17 the Registrar that he does not intend to oppose the petition, the Regi-

18 strar shall nonfy the other parties and shall post a notice thereof on the
19 Court’s” notice board.
Fees. -~ - 20 135 —(1) The fee payable on the ﬁhng of a petition shall be 23200

21 'and the pentloner shall at the same time deposit the sum of N50 as a
22 hearing fee.
23 (2) The cost of the heanng shall not exceed the- amount dep031ted

24 and shall be payable for the trial at the rate of 3¥10 for each day thereof
25 but the Court in its discretion may direct a lower fee to be charged for
26 any day of the trial or waive payment of a fee.

* Mot . 9y 136.—(1) All costs, charges and expenses of and incidental to the

&

presentation and trial of a petition unless otherwise provided for in this 3

8

Part of this Act shall, if allowed by the Court, be paid by the parties
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to the petition in such manner and in such proportions as the Court

- may determine; and the Court may disallow costs, charges or expenses

whic'h in the opinion of the Court were caused by the vexatious conduct
or unfounded allegations or ob_]ectlons of the petitioner or the respon-
dent or may af:Ex W.';ﬂl costs a successful party in any case. ‘

@ Where the Court declares an eIectwn to be void and the Court
is satisfied that in whole or in part, the invalidity was caused by the
wilful default of any election oﬂ':icer in the performance of his duties
under this Act, it may order that the costs awarded to the successfui
petitioner shall be paid wholly or partly by that officer. ‘o

137.—(1) On the trial of a petition, the Court may summon any

'person as a Wxtness who appears to the Court to have been concerned

‘in the election. The Court may examihe any mmess 80 summoned or

any person although such witness or person is not called and examined

by any party to the petition, and thereafter he may be cross-examined |

by or on behalf of the petitioner and the r&épondent. The expenses of

any witness called by the Court of its own motion shall, unless the

Court otherwise orders, be deemed to be costs o£ the petition; and such

Calling of
w1tnesses

expenses may, with the Ieave of the Court be. psud in the first instance *

by the Registrar in the same way as-expenses of a Statg witness are paid

~ and they may be recovered in such manner as the Court may direct,

(2) Where the Court issues a summons for the attendance of a

person as a witness and that person fails to attend to give evidence or to
produce documents, or having attended refuses to give evidence or to

produce documents, such failure .or refusal shall, unless that _person

excuses his failure or refusal to the satisfaction of the Court, be treated -
asa contempt of the Court and be puhishable either by a fine or impri-

~ sonment, or both, as the Court thinks fit.

=
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(3) In makmg and carrying into effect any order for the productlon
and inspection of documents used in the election and relating to the

way in which. the votes of part:cular persons were given and in the
examination of any witness who produces or is reqmred to produce any
such documents the (.ourt shall ensure that the way in which the vote
of any particular perv.on has been given shall not be dxsclosed untll it

has been proved that the vote was glven and the vote has been declared
by the Court to be invalid.

4 Eubiect to the provisions of this section, any persc_:m'called

as a witpess in proceedings under this Part of this Act shall not be

_:excuqed from answering any quesuon -relating to any offence at or

connected with an election on the grounds that the answer thereto

may incriminaté or tend to incriminate the witness or on the ground .

of prmlege
(5) If a witness answers truly all questions which he is required
by the Court to answer he shall receive a certificate of indemnity under |

the hand of the Presiding Judge or any of the Judges in the case of a

* trial by a panel of Judges of the Court stating that such witness has so

- answered ; and no answer by a person to a question before the Court

shall, except in the case of any criminal pro'ceedings for perjury in

respect of such evidence, be adnusslble in any proceedings in ewdence'
against him

( 6) If a person receives al'certiﬁcate of iﬁdem:ﬁty under this section
and any iegal vroceedings are gt any time brought against him . for an

offence under this Part of this Act committed by him prekualy o the
“date of the certificate at or in relation to the election, the court %Vmg
cognisance of the case shall, on_ production of the certificate, stay the
proceedings and may, at its discretion, award to that persbn suéh cost

as he may have been-put-t‘o in the proceedings.
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" 138, When any money deposited as security for costs is no longer
* required as secum:y thetcfor, any balance after payment of costs shall

be returned to' the person in whose name it was deposxted. or to any

other person entitled to receive it under any order of the Court, The
application for the return of the deposit r;my be made upon. motion
after notice ;. and the deposit shall be returned if the court is satisfied
that all costs, charges and expenses ‘are suﬂiczently pomded for, or _
have been met, as the case may be.

139.—— (1) Where any summ_ons, notice or documéﬁt not bemg a

notice or copy of the petition or any other document required to be

=

served on a respondent before entry of épi}earance is required to be

~served on any person for any purpose connected with a petition it may

be served either By delivering it to such person or by leaving it at his

last known place of 2abode in the constituency with any person there

found who isa resident thereof and appears to be 18 years of age or more,

(2) After a party has given an address for service it shall be sﬁﬂicient

if, instead of serving him personally with any doéu;m_:nt intended for

him, such'doci.lment is served— -
" (a) on the person appearing on the paper last ﬁled on his behalf

as hls legal practitioner wherever such person may be found or, if

such person is not found at his office, on the clerk there’ found -

apparently in charge ; or

wherever such person may be found or, if such person is not found
at such address, on— '

(z) the person, there found apparenﬂy in cha.rge, I.f such addr&es

is a place of business, or

(5) on the person named as occupier-of his address for service

Return. of
security.

Service or
summons,

ete.

=
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1 '(#) any person, other than a domestic “servant, there found
2 whoisa reside;hereof and appears to be 18 years of age: or more,
3 (3) A party may change his address ;"or service by giving notice
4 of his new address for service and its' occupier to the Registrar and to
5 every other party ; but until such notice is received by the Regzetrar
6 his old address for service shall continue to be his address for service.
7 I “) Where service in one of the modes in this secnon has proved im-
8 practxeable, the Court, upon hearmg an application supported by affidavit.
9 'showing what has been done and being sat:sﬁed that all reas:mable
10  efforts have been made to effect service, may d:spense with such service
11 or notice, or if the Court thinks fit, it may order that service under any
12 of the' following modes ehaII be-sufficient service, ‘that is to say-—-
© 13 (@) by delivery to any person where it is proved that there ; is reason-
14 able probability that the document would in the ordinary course, -
15 through that person, come to the knowledge ef-the pereen to be
16 served ;. 7 | _
17 (b) by notice put up at some place of public resort in the consti-
18- tuency to which the petition relates or at the usua.[ or Iast known
19 place of abode or business of the person to be served ; or
20 (c) no'uee put up on the Court s notice board.
i}gsg:lla-_ 2 !40 -—(1) Two or more candidates may be made respondents to
" 22 the same petition and their case may for convemence be tried at the
23 same time, but every petmon-eo tried shall for all purposes, mcludmg
2% 'the taking of security, be deemed to be a separate petition made - against -
25 every candidate as 5 respondent named therein,
" 26 - (2) Where more pet1t10ns than one are presented in relation to
27 - the same electzon or return, all such petitions shall be consolldated and
— 28

‘be dealt with as one petition unless the Court ethermse dlrects

e

&

o
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12

13

14

15
16
17

18

19

20
21 .

23

24

25
26

-

(3j Where a petition complains of the conduct of a returning officer,

he shall for all purposes be deemed to be a respondent ; and except -

with the consent in wntmg of the Attomey-GeneraI he may not withdraw

from the trial of the petltion. If the consent of the Attomey—General

- is withheld, the returnmg officer shall, where the misconduct was not

“wilful, . incur no personal liability for costs which -niay be awarded

against him upon the trial of the petition, end this section shall be a
suﬁicientinc'lemnity accordingly. - 3 _ ;
4) Unless otherwise prescnbed by this Part of thxs Act, every

party reqmred to Ieave coples of documents Wlﬂl ‘the Court shall leave

~with the registrar such number of coples or duphcates for dlstnbutlon

as he directs or requires,

(5) No failure to comply Wlth this Part of this Act as to the time

for the giving of notice or the domg of any act, matter, or thug other

than as to the time for ﬁlmg a petition or Iodgmg an appeal shall avmd

any proeeedmgs, and in any proper case the proceedmgs may with the

consent of the Court be amended or uthermse dealt with so as to give -

proper effect thereto ; but if any proceedings are avmded they shall,
if commenced be set aside in whole or in part, as the case may require.

(6) An apphcatton may be made at any reasonable time to set aside

any proceedmgs for 1rregulanty, and the appheatton shall be by motion

of Whl(:h notice shall be given to any other party setting out the objec- |

tions intended to be insisted .upon, but no application shall be beard
if the party moving has done any act, matter or th.mg with- knowledge

of the lrregulanty, or if the irregularity objected to is merely as to form

or as to use of certified copies instead of duplicates.
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141.—(1) The Comjt shall sit for the purpose of its proceedings at
‘such times, places‘ d onsuch.days-asthePresidi_ng]udge may appoint.
(2) During a Judge’s prolonged absence or if he is not available

or is unable to perfdrm his functions, the Chief Justice of Nigeria, the
President of the Federal Court of Appeal, the Chief Judge of the Ff:déral |
High Court or of thn.Jr.State, as the case may be, may appoint any other
judge to hear and l:leI rmine the peﬁtion for any specified period.
142, The High

or whether the electchn was void, as the case may be, and shall certlfy its

urt shall determine what person was duly returned

determmatlon to the ( mmission ; and the election shall stand oonﬁrmed

or a fresh election shall be held on a date to be appointed by the Com:ms- :

I
SIDII |

. Provided that nP such electlon ‘shall be held by the Electora]

Commission after such detenmnanon is certified thereto—

(@) until such dettermmatlon is upheld upon an appea] thereto by
the F ederal Court| of Appeal or, upon further appeal thereto, by the
- Supreme Court of‘lngena ; or
(b) where there is no appeal therefrom; until afterthe expiration of
the period within which an appeal could be broughtunder this Act; or
(¢) where there is an appeal therefrom to the Federal Court -of

Appea} but there IEJ no further appeal from that Court to the Supreme
Court, until after |the expiration of the period within Wlnch snch

further appeal oou{d be brought under this Act ;

and until such determination is upheld, or as the case may'._be, the

expira'ti_cm of the period concerned, the successful candidate at the
election shall, for the time being, have and exercise the same rights and

~ be subject to the same obligations as if he were a successful candidate
whose election had not been questioned by way of a petition under this
Part of this Act. ' a o
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143. Where it appears to the Court after consideration of the papers

filed or during the course of the trial of any petition that an uﬂ"ence‘

‘under this Act or any other enactment has been committed, the Court

shall on the ‘determination of the trial refer all relevant papers in the

case to the Attorney-General of the Federation for such action as he
may deem fit. '
' PaRT VI-MISCELLANEOUS

144, No person holdmg an elective oﬂice to which this Act relates

ora pos:tlon ina pohtlcal pa.rty shall be eligible for or be appointed to

carry out the duties of a returning officer, an ele.ctoral oﬁicer, registration
officer, rewsmg officer or a poll clerk ; and any officer appointed to
carryout any of those duties shall be ineligible for nomination as a can-
didate for eles_:t_xon wlnle he continues to hold any such appoeintment. |

145, If tﬁt;*"rgy'stratibn card of a voter is lost or accidentally des-
tr_byed the .vote;r may attend in person at the office of the registration

officer and make application for an official copjr of the registration card,

"The registration officer shall make such enquires as the Commission

may prescribe for the purpose ; and where the registration officer is
satisfied as-to the loss or accidental destruction of the registration card,

he may issue an official copy of it to the voter,
146.—(1) A person shall not — _

(a) print or publish or cause to be printed or published any bill, *

'placard or poster havmg reference to an election or any printed docu-

- ment distributed for the purpose of promoting the electlon of a can-

didate ; or : = g A
) post or cause to be posbed any bill, placard or poster as afore—
- said ; or _ _ o
(¢) distribute or cause to be distributed any printed document for
such purpose, ' ' ' '

Reference to -

the Attoney=-
General.

Persons dis-

-qualified

from acting
as election
officers. °

tration card.

Election
publication
to show
printer’s
name and
address, etc.

Loss of regis-

-—
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unless the bill, placard, pt;ster or document beats upon its face the
name and address of the printer and publisher.

(2) Any candidate or other person who contravenes the provisio'ns'

of this section shall be gmlty of an illegal practxce and sha]l be liable on
conwcnon to a fine not exoeedmg %%200

(3) For the purposes of this section, any process of multiplying copies
of a document, other;thim_ copying it byhand, shall be deemed to be
p.rinti.ng, and the exp?ession “printer” shall be construed accordingly.

147.—(1) Where |a date is appointed for hqlding an election and
there is reasonable cause to apprehel:d thata seﬁous breach of the peacé
is Iikegr to océixr if the election.is held on tl;af date, the Chairman or the
Resident Federal Electoral Commissioner may postpone the election
until some later date to be appomted by the Commission.

(2)_"If the Comm] ssion is satlsﬁed that there has been a substanual' :

failure to. comply with| the requirements of this Act before the date fixed

for holding tﬁe eIectiokl in resPcct of goﬁﬁnatidns-or otherwise howéo?-
ever, the Commissior] may postpone the - electnon untﬂ such time as
such requirements are satisfied. _

(3) Where an election is posfpohed before the last day for the
delivéry of niominatiof papers and a new d;a.te is appointed for the elec-

tion, the Commission shall do all things necessary for the holding -

. of the election as required by this Act on the new date so appointed.

(4) Where an election is postponed on or after the last day for the

delivery of nomination papers and thereafter a new d'ate is appointed for

the election, the time for the delivery of nomination papers shall not
be extended ; and tlie Commission shall do all thmgs necessary for the
holdmg of the election as reqmred by this Act on the new date so

appointed in reSpect of the cand:dates remammg nommated
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and such agreemcot', terms or undertaking is or are for the withdrawal
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1 ~ (5) Any electlon postponed u.nder thls section may in like manper
2 be further postponed
3 148.—(1) The Commission shall decide the fees and other remu-  Remunera-
4 ‘neration to be paid to officers appointed under this Act and may pres- oo
5 cribe scales of ro\nmneratioh' for such officers, the maximum allow- -
6 ancein Ire'spect of oxpcnses incurred by such officers and the method of X
7 ‘autho_risation of such allowances.
8 (2) All fees and other relounemﬁoo approved under subsection
9 (1) of this section shall be charged ﬁpon_ the Consolidated Revenue
10 Fund of the Federation and shall be paid in siich- manner as the
1 Commission deéms fit after consu.ltatxon with the Federal Minister of
12 Finance. ) N
13 149. Subject to the prm;‘isions of this secﬁon, if reasonaialo notice  Use of public
} : - ' buildings by
14 is given and the normal use thereof is not interfered with, any suitable a candidate.
15 room in the premises of a. school or public building in the constituency ?
16 - in which public meetings are from time to time held, may be used at
reasonabie times between the date of announ'cemeot of an election and
.18 the day before ‘the date fixed for the election by 4 candidate for the pur-
19 'ﬁose of holdiné public meetings in furtherance of his candidature. If
20 ,?Y such room or b!.uldmg is s0 used by a candidate h® shall pay for any
damage done during a meeting to the furniture and fittings, and if re-
22 quired shall pay actual expenses incurred incidental to the preparation.
23 and clearing of tho room or bu:ldmg both before snid after any meeting. )
2 150. No porsoo who has voted in any election, under ﬂllS Act gﬁocfy-of
25 shall, in-any legal proceedings arising out of the election, be required
26 to say for whom he voted. _ ‘ Coe .
. 151.If an}r ﬁerson makes any agreement or terms or enters into %rdugwai
28 any undertaking in relation to the withdrawal of any election petition, Srgero"
29
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of the election peti_tid;m in consideration of any payment, or that the

seat shall at any time be vacated, o: that any other election petition |

will be withdrawn and the agreement is not mentioned in any af_ﬁdavit

filed in support of thc withdrawal of the election petition, that person

shall be guilty of

an offence, and on convu:tmn shall be liable to

imprisonment for a term of twelve months.

- 152. The AttornFy-Genera] of the F ederation shall consxder any

recommendation made to him by a Court with respect to the prosecutlon

by him of any person,

for an offence disclosed in an- election petition ;

and if it appears to him that any person who has not received a cem.ﬁcate
of indemnity has been guilty of a corrupt or 1llegal practice he may, in

his discretion, prosecute that person for the offence before any compe- | ,

tent Court.

153,—(1) Procee ings against any person in respect of aﬂy offence
to which this section .applies shall be commenced within one year
after the offence wad committed, or if it was committed in reference
to an election with resl:;ect to which an election petition is filed shall be
c'c.)mme.ng:ed - within onie year after determination by the Court whichever

period last expires, so| that it be commenced within two years aftef"thr;

offence was committed, and the time so limited shall be substituted tor

any limitation of time contained in any other law.

(2) This section applies to any corrupt or illegal practice, any

illegal payment, empfoyment or hiring and any offence under section

. 146 or section 151 of this Act.

154 Where the Court at any time durmg the trial of an election

petition for the purposes of any grosecutlon for an:o:;i'ence in relation to
ballot papers is satisfied that the inspection of rejected ballot papers
relating to counted ballot papers is neccessarylt may, upr;on such terms
as it thinks fit, ordeér' the. Comnission in whose custody they are to
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fay

produce rejected ballot : papers for inspection and to open any sealed

packet. of counterfoils relating to counted ballot papers for such pur-

poses as the court may require.
- 155. Without prejudice to the othg-r provisions of this Act, the
Cominiésion may delegate any of itspoﬁers and functions to any Federal
 Electoral Commissioner, registration- officer or electoral officer or

returning ofﬁcer subject to any conditions or limitations which it may

1

W o N o M o W N

considert qccessary or expedlent to impose and no such dehgatlon shall be
construed to limitthe rightof the (.omq:ussmn 10 exercise suc.h power ttself.
10 15 The Commission may, subject to the provisions of this Act,
_ _. 11 maké régulations for the i:urpose of giving effect to the provisions of this
12 Actand for the due gdmm;stratlon thereot.

B 157 ~—(1) In thls Acv., unless the context otherwnse requires—
14 “the Attorney-General” . means  the Attomey—General of the
15 ° Federation ’;. ‘
16 “the Constitu!:io'n”. means the Constitution of the Federal Republic
17 of Nigeria 1979 ; _ , 3 |
18 : “the .Ct;mmission” means the hFedera] Electoral Commission .

19  established by sectlon 140 of the Constitution ;

20 - “Commissioner” means any member of the Federal Electoral Cotn-

.21 mission m(_:ludmg the Chairman;

L2 ‘;corrﬁpt practic:e“ includes any'of the following offences namely,

23 'bnbery, personation, treatmg and undue influence and includes

24 Iaxdmg, abeting, counsellmg and procuring any such offence ; :
25 “election” means an election of a person to a Legislative House or
26 ‘to the office of President or Vice-President -or Goverrior or Deputy

27 Governor ;.

28 “election officer” includes an electoral officer, a presiding officer,

.

=

Delegation of
powers of the
Commission,

Regulations.

[ntefpreta-
tion. :
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26
27

28

oo_uchr.fn -l:_uw_to

* Chairman ;

=

a poll clerk, a polling orderly, a regié&aﬁon oﬁicer, a returning officer

or any other official appointed by or with authbrity of the Commission

 to assist in the conduct or suspension of any election ;

“electoral nfﬁcer’ * includes the Chief Federal Electoral Oa‘ﬁcer of the

Federation, the Chief Federal Electoral Oﬁicer ofa State and an Assastam -
Chief Electoradl Oﬂicer :

“the Executive
Commission appoij
“functions™inc]j

“independent ¢

by section 74 of
“lawi)

- “member” m

Secxetary’ means the Executive Secretary to the
nted pursuant to section 5 of this Act; ;

udes powers and duties ; .

andidate” has.- the meaning assigned thereto

this Act ;

mdudl% Constitution;
€3,

a member of the Commission iﬁcluding the

—

. “petition”. me

s an election petition under this Act ;

“registrar’” incl des Chief Registrar, Deputy Chief Registrar,

and registrars of
of Appe.all, Federal

“registration offj
officer and assistant

er grades of the Supreme Court, Federal Court
High Court and the High Courtof a State;

cer”’ .includes supervisory assistant registration
pervisory _ ;

registration officer ;

“Resident Fedz\t: Eléctc;ral Commjssion” means the Commissioner

ﬂeployéd for the time being to a State or group of States ;

“return’’ means I

the declaration of the result of the election in

-accordance with the appropriate provisioné. of this Act and includes a

certificate of return in Form EC. 8 in the Schedule to this _Act.

(2) A reference

in this Act to a section or Part not otherwise
identified is a reference to that section or Part of this Act,

(3) All references in this Act to a State in the Federation shall,

29 whe_re appropriate, be deemed to include references to the Federal
30 Capital Territory. '
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158. The Electoral Act 1962 and the Electoral Act 1977 are hereby ~ Repeals.

repealed and the following Acts are hereby consequenfiﬁlly repealed,
thatis t-0' .say'—‘ o -

| (@) the Fisotoral Act 1964 ;

(5) the Electoral (Amendment) Act 1978 ;

(¢) the Electoral ‘(Amendment) Act -1'9;?9 :

(d) the Electoral '(Amendment) (No. 2) Atf't 1979 ; and |

(¢) the Electoral (Amendment) (No. 3) Act 1979,

159. This Act may be cited as the Electoral Act 1981.

1962 No. 31.
196‘4’ NO.‘ 6.

1977 No. 73,

1978 No. 21,
1979 No. 15,
1979 No. 26.
1979 No. 32.

Short title,



081D

SCHEDT-'{LE ' . J .
* FORMS - :
; I - ' ' Electoral Act 1981 |
| ' 2 | . Section 7 (7)
; - RecistraTioN Form EC, 1 A .
STATE.... ; e CODR e, LLOCAL GOVERNMENT ARZA-cre Copr
REGISTRATION AREA ; CODE REGISTRATION UnNIT,, Copz
! : 'i
o ) Sex— ' '
. Registration ' Name in Full Y e g  Age Male (M) Address, i.e, House Number
. Number (Family Name First) Occupation ' Female (F) Name of Stree%;i?lvmd, Hamlet
. , _ : ; \ or Village

“ON 1861

I

1p40p93757 -
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- Electoral Aet 1981 -
' SecTion A .
Form EC, 1 - _ Section 8 (2)

=

: APPLICA’I‘ION FOR INCLUSION IN REGISTER OF VOTERS
To the Registration Officer, ' “ |

_Constituen.n.:y _ N 19

._ I"‘.
of..

apply to be included in the Preliminary List of the Register of Voters for the above
constituency upon the grounds :— ’ : .

1. That I am'a citizen of Nigeria ; ' - >
2. That I 'am 18 years or above 18 years of age ;

3. "I.‘h-cit I am now ordinarily resident at

-  (here state town or village and if possible the street number if known) .
4. And T declare that the above particulars are true to the best of my belief and :—

*(b) that I have already registered, but wish my name transferred to the area of my
“new abode. Particulars of my former place of residence are given below :—

&
" Cope

-

StaTE

LocAL GOVERNMENT ARra

REGISTRATION ARea..

ReGIsTRATION, UnNIT

VoTER’S NuMBER - -

VOTER’S NAME
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APPLICANT’S OTHER PARTICULAR

SeeTioN B

S (In Capitals)

- 5. Name I Four h

—~ 6. Occuparion,

(Family

Name First)

7. AGE

8. Sex (MaLg (M) FEMaLe (F)

9 ADDRESS (fe. House Numser, StReer NAME OR NAME F, VILLAGE OR HAMLET

W ‘
F 2%%.

1}9‘5

'3,_.

2 M = o O

#Signed....... s

o
*Right thumb print imp;i%fsed in the presence of

ﬁtpess to thumb print....

Addfess_ and occupation of such witness

| Cross out whichever is inapplicable
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. Electoral Act 1981 _ _
- . EC.1G Section 8 (4)

‘Counterfoil : _ ;
' FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERTA R | '
Voter’s Registration Card . |Right thumb print
CODE
. STATE . ' ' :
- Voters Registration Card CODE
LocaL Govr _ ’ .
REG. Area ? el STATE. i
Rec. U. (P).. ‘LocaL GOVERNMENT ARea
Vorer’s No......... - , REGISTRATION AREA |
Vorer’s Name,, . :
3 4 - RecistraTion Uit (PRECINCT)
' 1" - Vorer’s Numser
RicHT 'I&amm—%xm’r :

) VotEr’s NAi;mm.h...
" '———— BRING THIS CARD TO THE POLLINGS

e



. C184 . 1981 No. * Electoral -

Electoral Act 1981
o Foris EC. 2, - . Section 1 (1)
CLAIM FOR CORRECTION OF OR INSERTION OF “ =
i " NAME IN PMHIMINARY LIST '
To the Regzstrauon Oﬂicer,

Constituehcy Dlafa i 19.....

‘1, ; ’
| of ...
| declare :—

1. ThatI applied for inclusion in the Prehmmary List for the Reglster of Electors for

the above Constituency on the 19......and that my particulars have
been (om:tted/maccurately stated). =

2. T am a citizep of Nigeria.

* 3. I am 18 yearp of age or over.

4. 1 am ordinarily resident at the above ;deres_s (or

-5. I hereby apply for the Prehnnnary List to be (completed/corrected) accordmgly

6. T declare that the above particulars are true to the best of my belief and that Iam not -

already registered in this or any other Prellmmary List or Register of Electors under the
chove Act.

Signed

or

| Right thumb print impressed in the prese.uce of

'a\Vitgess to thumb print

Address and occupation of such witness :
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Electoral Act 1981 = - -

Form EC, 3 | Section11(2)
OBJECTION TO NAME IN PRELIMINARY LIST
To the Registration Officer, - S s :
Constxtueng:y _ s s 19
o e , ’ .

whose name appears in the Preliminary List for the above Const:tuencyhereby give notice :—
1. ThatI object to the inclusion in such list of the name
Of iz R ' - .

whose address is gi‘vén as.

. ..on the following grou.nds

_ y ‘ ’ ' (here insert the grounds)
2. I'wish to produce the following thnesses

Signed

Objector -

Electoral Act 1981 .
- Form EC. 4A ' Section: 30 (1)
. FORM OF NOMINATION OF PRESIDENT
To:
'I‘HE CHier FEDERAL ELBCTORAL OFFICER,
FEDERAL RepUBLIC OF NIGERIA

- of.

. (Address)

(Occupation)
hereby state : _ a ®
L. T am the candidate to whom this nomination paper relates.

2. Iam willing to stand for-election to the office of the President of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria. 9 | .

-3. I am a citizen oprigeria and otherwise qualified for election. - _
4. I am not disqualified for election by virtue of any provision ofthe Constitution or
the.above Act, : o ; 5
* 5, In the event of a contested election my political affiliation and preference of symbog]
is . : . ¢ .

s
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6.1 msh to nominate

Vlce-Presuient and he is mllmg to stand for election to this Office.

" (1) Name.......

WE, being registered as"electors in t
candidate :

(1) Name....

Signed ;

C'andzdate for Pres;dem

i3

Signed

Cana’;date for Vzce-Pres:dent

he above Constituency, do nominate the above

(2) Address.

(3) Occupatipn

(4) Registration Particulars

)

(1) Name.... |

Signed

First Nominator

(2) Address ...
(3) Occupatian

(4) Registrati

(1) Name.f

(2) Address...

(3) Occupation.......... ..o

{4) Registratid

n Particulars

Signed

Second Nominator

.....................................

~

(2) Address

n Particulars..........

...........................................

(3)- Occupation.... ... ...

(4) Registratio

n Particulars .. ...

....................................................................................................

Fi ourtk Nominator
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(1) Name
~ (2) Address

- (3) Occupatir_:_n

(4) Registration Particulars

(1) Name.

Signed
- Fifth Nominaior

(2) Address

(3) Occupation.,

(4) Registrationt Particulars,

Signed

Stxth Nominator

(1) l-ﬁame.
" (2) Address

(3) Occupation

4 Registration Particulars

(1) Name e

" Signed

Seveﬁtfz Nominator

(2) Address.

(3) Occupation

(4) Registration Particulars...

w

Eighth Nominator

hl

(1) Name.
(2) ‘Address

(3) Occupation...

" (4) Registration Particulars

Ninth Nominator

1) Name
(2) Address..

(3) Occupation

(4) Registration Particulars

Tenth  Nominator
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= L Electoral Act 198i = &
Fom EC. 4B - Section 30 (1)
' FORM OF NOMINATION OF GOVERNDR |
Ta'- ;m Crrer FEDERAL ELECTORAL OFFICER
STATE" |
. _ Date 19...
I R senraepemsestel
(Address)
(Occupatz'oﬁ) .

hereby state :

1. I am the ¢
z——Tamwam
3.1 am a ¢

4. Iam notdisqualified for election by vi

above Act,
5. In the even

candidate to whom this
g to stand for election to
itizen of Nigeria and ¢

tof a contested election my

nommauon paper relates. '

the office of the Governor for the above State.
ptherwise qualified for election.

yirtue of any provision of the Constxtutton or the

6. I wish to nominate
as Deputy Gov

We being regibtere':fl as electors in the

(1) Name

politicalaffiliation and preference of symbol is

rernor and he is willing to stand for election to this Office.

Signed

Candidate for Governor

Signed.......

Candidate for Deputy Governor -

above State, do nominate the above candidate,

(2) Address

e

(3) Ot:cupatioﬁ
(4) Registration Particulars

(1) Name

Signed

(2) Address

(3) Occupation

(4) Registration Particulars

(1) Name

Signed

Second Nominator

(2) Address

(3) . Occupation

- (4) Registratmn Particulars:.

Signed

Thz‘rd Nominatoy
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" (1) Name.

- (3) Occupation..
(4) Registration Particulars

@) Name
~ (2) Address

(1) Name

' (3) Oceupation

 (4) Registration Particulars...... .

(2) Address

Signed

Fourth Nominator
(1) Name

(2) Address .
(3) Occupation : :

(4) Registration Particulers.

o _ Fifth  Nominator
(1) Name st : — o

(2) Address :
(3) Occupation

(4) Registration Particulars

 Sixth Nominator

(3 ‘Occupation

(4) Re_gistration Particulars :
_ - Signed..

Seventh Nomfnatar

(2) Address

Signed

_ = _ Eighth . Nominator
(l) Name -

TTRp aurann tanis sssnen

(2) Address

(3) 00cupafion | e

(4) Registration Particulars

=

Ninth Nominator

-
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(1) Name... _m_ 5 -
(2) Address | :_
(3) Occupation _ i

-  (4) Registration Particulars,

_ © Signed.......

Tenth Nominator

Electoral Act 1981 : :

T == B Fory EC. 4C | | Section 30 (1)
FORM OF NOMINATION OF SENATOR :

THE ELECTORAL OFTFIéEﬁ; : - ' i

Senatorial District '

_ here state address
: : , (occupation) . ...hereby state ;—
1. T am the candidate to whom this némination paper relates, -

2. T am willing to stand for election to the Senate as member for the above Senatorial -
District. L 1 - . - : i ¢

- 3. I am a citizen of Nigeria and otheryise qualified for election. -
4. I am not disqualified for election by virtue of any provision of the Constitution
or the~above Act, - T T ' "
5. In the event of a contested electioh my political affiliation and preference of symbol

18 .

Siowt

= gt Candidate for the Senate |
WE, being registered as electors in the:above Senatorial District do nominate the above
- candidate :— : . : '
(1) Name.... -, e = .
(2) Address..

(3) Occupation
(4) Registration Particulars..

| *  First Nominator
Y Natee ,!
(2) Address....... SN - 0. N p————— N
(3) Occupation, |
(4) Registration Particulars.. ... .
) _ ' < I R e——— R

Second Nominator
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(1) Name
(2) Address

3) OcqupzitiOn

- (4-)' _Régistration Particulars...

'Signeﬂ
Third Nominator
(1) Name

(2) Address

(3) Occupation....

(C)) Registraﬁoﬁ Particulars

B _ _. Signed.... :
5 5 : H o Fourth Nominator
(1) Name

(2) Address

3) Oc¢upati6n

{4) Registration Particulars

~ Signed _
' Fz_'ftk Nominator

-

( 1) .IName
@ Address

(3) Occupation‘

(4) Registration Particulars

Sixth Nominator

() Name:
. -(2) Address

(3) Occupation

(4) Registration Particulars......

Signed '
: Seventh Nominator

(1 )-‘ Name

(2) Address

&) Occupation

- (4) Registration Particulars,

Signaﬂ

Efghtk NomMor
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(1) Name
(2) Address.
_(3) Occupation
o (4) Registration Particulars

R i

.......

-Sigm-d _
Ninth Nominator

(1) Name
- (2) Address....
“ (3) Occupati sl _

@ Registra f]:l Particulars : e

: * Signed;...

. - " Tenth Nominator

Elbctoral Act 1981

| FormM EC.4D . _ Section 30 (1)
_ " FORM OF NOMINATION|OF MEMBER OF HOUSE P
i OF REPRES[ENTATIVES_
To :— : = 7
The Electoral Officer,
F-éderal Constituency °
Date S -
I, s =, )
of o

s (here state address)

(0CCUPALION)...ocm s hereby state:—

1. I am the _canriidate to whom this norpination paper relates.

2. Lam willing to stand for election to the House of Representatives as member for the
above Federal Constituency.

3. I'am a citizen of Nigeria and otherwise qualified for election.

4. Iam not disqualified for election by virtue of any provisioen of the Constituton or
the above Act. ' '

5. In the event of a contested election my poiitical affiliation and preference of symbol
is.

. | Signed
S ; ;  Candidate for House of Representatives
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!

WE ,being registered as electors in the. above Federal Constituency do nommate the -
- above candidate :—

(1) Name.
(2) Address
(3) Occupation

" (4)-Registration Particulars......... : ' e . .

| Sign ed

First Nominator

__ (1) Name- -

(2) Address ..

(3) Occupation
4) Rggistration’Pérticul'ars

Signed.

‘Second NMO? ®
(1) Name
(2) Address ...

(3) Occupaition
(4)-Registration Particulars ...

~°

Signed

Third Nominator -

© (1) Name
(2) Address
(3) Occupation ]
(4) Registration Particulars .....

Signed ... - i
Fourth Nominator

(1) Name

(2) Address. A

(3) Occupation .
- (4) Registration Particulars

Signed

Fifth Nominator
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. (1) Name..

(2) ‘Address

3) Occ;;ation

(#) Registration Particulars...
- o

—

 Signed..

Sixth Nominator

(1) Naime

(2) Address ¢
(3) Occupation, y

(4) Registration Particulars

(1) Name..

-Signed
Seventh Nominatos

(2) Address

(3) Occupation

(4) Registration fParti_cuIarq
'
' |

Signed

rerTe——

" Figiith Nominator

(1) Name" ‘

~ (2) Address
(3) Oceupation

(4). Registration Particulars

(1) Name.

Signed o
Ninth Nominator

~ (2) Address

(3) Occupation
(4) Registration Particulars

Signed

Tenth Nominator
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- Electoral Act 1981

Ta . FormEC.4E . 7 Section 30(1)
. FORM OF NOMINATION OF MEMBER OF
STATE ASSEMBLY

The Electoial Officer, . . ‘ - w
: State Constituency ' -
Date 19

of ik et : — ; ' .

' (hpre state ad’dress) . _
- Occupatmn\ g liETEDY State that :—
1."T am the candidate to whom this nomination paper relates.

2. 1 am willing to stand for election to the State Assembly as member for the above
State Constituency.

3. I am a citizen of Nigeria and otherwise quahﬁed for election,

4. I am not dquuahﬁcd for election by virtue of any prov:sxon of the Constltutlon or
the above Act.

5.1In the event of a contested election my pohucal afﬁhatwn and preference of symbol is

Signed ;
Candidate for State Assembly

. We, being reglstered as electors in the above State Constltuency do nominate the above
candidate :—

1. Name _
| 2. A&dress_ .
3. Qccupatioﬁ
4

. Registration Particulars

" Signed _
- | - First Nominator
- 1. Name '
- 2. Address z
3. Occupation
" 4. Registration Particulars.......... "
' Signed
= Second Nominator
1. Name. - -
2. Address
3_h0ccupatinn
4. Registration Particulars.
A Signed...... :
Third Nominator
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1. Name Gl -

i

. Occupation

1

2. Address....
3

4

. Registratign Particulars...

1. Nai:ﬂe

Signed

Fourth Nominator

2. Address. =

3. Occupation

4. Registration Particulars

£

1. Name ' ‘ -

Signed

Fifth Nominator

2. Address.

3. Occupation

4. Registratio# Particulars

1. Name.._.

A

Signpr]

Sixth Nominator

2. Address

3. Occupation

4. Registraﬁoﬁ IParticulars

1. Name

Signed.

Seventh Nominator

2. Address.

&
:

3. Occupation.

4. Registration Particulars..

1. Name

. Signed

- Eighth Nominator

2. Address

- 3. Occupation

4. Registration Particulars

1. Name

. Signﬂd

'Nz'nth _Nomina‘mr

2. Address

3. ~Occupation

4. Registration Particulars

Signed

Tenth Nominator
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Form EC.5 . Section 32 (3)
- ELECTORAL OFFICER’'S RULING AS TO VALIDITY OF
' NOMINATION

To—
(Prospective Candidate)

- " Take notice that a nomination paper received by. me on " ; in yﬁ:lr.
favour (has been accepted by mie as appearing to be valid) or (has been rejected by me as

appearing to be invalid) upon the following grounds :—

M

Frre——

) Dﬁted : ; =
' Signed %
- Electoral Officer
- Electoral Act 1981 , :
B © Form EC. 6 - Section 55 (1)
CERTIFICATE OF POLLING DUTIES v
- Poi—
. The Presiding Officer, _ _ i
Polling Station (Where proposed voter is registered)
_ : ..Constituency, Date '
I certify :— . ' ; .
1. That e ST
of ; ' : ;

is employed at the Polling Station named below ss.......

- and that in my opinion he cannot reasonably and conveniently be released to vote at
another Polling Station. _ ' ' N '

Electoral ; 1981 No. C 1__97 =
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2. Such pers:Ln states that he is included in the p.xrt—of the Register of Electors appro-
priate to your Pplling Station which is inf the same Constituency as that named beneath.

3 A | certified extract of the Register containing particulars relating to the above person
is accordingly requested in accordance with section 55 of the Electoral Act 1981,

Signpd' ' e
. Presiding Officer (where proposed
: elector is employed)

’ Polling Station o

= ' . p .Constituency

I certify that|the particulars relating to myself in paragraph 1 above are to the best of

~ my belief correct. |
Signed
Proposed Voter -
= o Electoral Act 1981 |
' Form EC. 7 o ~ Section 5 5(1)
“CERTIFIED EXTRACT OF REGISTER
To:— : )

The Presiding Officer, —

; Polhng Stauon (where proposed voter is employed)
Constituency ~ Date

I certify :— i
1. That the following particulars are contamed in the part of the Register of voters
relatmg to the above Polling Station. :

- Name
Addtess

Occupation ...

Sex

* Number in Regwter

2. 1 have no reason to suppose that such parnculars do not relate to the person in
respect of whom you have issued a Certlﬁcate of Polling Duties. :

- 3. No person has cast a vote at the Polling Station named below in respect of this
entry in the Register.



hl
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. 4 1 have marked the Register appropriately and the voter will be treated in this Polling -
Station as though he has cast his vote. :

Signed..
" Presiding Officer (where proposed voter
. is registered)
Polling Station »
C‘onstz'tumqy

To the best of my beliefthe partlculars mparagraph 1 above. relate to me, and I msh

to vote at .the polling station at which I am on duty.

Al

Signed

Propéxed Voter

Electoral Act 1981 .
 Form EC. 8 '  Section 70

DECLARATION OF RESULT OF POLL M g |
i ' Constituency

I certify that havmg carned out my duties and the formalities required by the

Electoral Act- 1981 the result on the poll carried out in the

Conshtuency on the

rlay of ng

is as follows in order of the number of votes ea.ch candidate receiv ed —_—

1. Landxdntf‘

2. 'Canﬁidntﬂ

.. Yotes received

3. Candidate..

Vates received

VOLES TECEIVE ..ovmmserssmerrsmmensmssmsssmssssssssssssssns s s :

4. Candidate..

5. Candidate

Votes received.

Datep this

Votes received

) B 19 s
Signed

~

| Returning Officer
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- _ Electoral Act 1981 : Section 78
—~  ForMPP.1 |

FEDERAL ELecToraL ComMISSION
LAGOS, NIGERIA

APPLICATION BY AN ASSOCIATION FOR REGISTRATION AR
A POLITICAL PARTY .

PART ICULARSI OF ASSOCIATION
Al '

— 1, Full Name cf Assocnatnon

2, Abbreuated Name o = A

3. Date First Formed I éxx

e - : % =~

4, Emblem/Symbol.....

5. Mott“

..........

6. Location of Association’s Head Oﬂice and its Mail Address

_:_ e (P 0. Bmc only not acceptable)



NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF ASSOCIATION ’ e v

The name, des:gnahon and State of origin of each memher of the Executn'e Comm:ttee of the ,Assocmtmn are as hereunder :—

Name

Place of Residence

State of

Date of
Election

Designation

Origin

~ “ON 1861

[piogoa]g

jLirAe]



C. The name, designation (if any) and State of origin of other Principsl Officers of the Association who are not
are as hereunder :—

v

!

r
v i

,I

Name

| _

Désignation

Place of Residence

fnemberé of the National Executive g

) . S
Date of

State of Origin | Appointment], y

Election

1_ ;

Q@

— on

} i

g

124039015 -



at

D. Attached hereto are :
© (@) Ten coples of the Association’s const:tutlon, and

@) Ten copies of the Association’s programmefAims and Objects

.+ E. We_ hereby declare :

¢ that the particulars given above are true and correct to the best of our knowledge and belief.

DATED at tﬁis ; st ABY OF . sa : |

Leader of Association

Secretary of Association
Bz :

*ON 1861

€02D



C. The name, designation

|

are as hereunder :—

]

¥

(if any) and State of origin of other Principal Officers of the| Association who are not members of the National Executive:

A1)

’.

Name

Designation
1
]

T

Place of Residenc_e

State of Origin

Date of

Appointment/

Election

=
=

‘ON 1861

[vo0323157



%

D. Attached hereto are : _
(@) Ten copies of the Association’s constitution, and

(%) Ten copies of the Association’s programme/Aims and Objects

E. We hereby declare :

that the particulars given above are true and correct to the best of our knowledge and belief,

L]

Dartep at

this

. day of.

19

Leader of Association

Secretary of Association

€02 D

‘ON 1867 .



WHEREAS by se
ﬁolitical Party unless it is regis

shall function as a
- Electoral Commissi

AND WHEREAS

sup?;ﬁed thereto b}

C 204 i Electoral
: ' Electoral Act 1981 LA
i Form PP. 2 Section 79 (1)
o . . By the Chairman, - '
_ - A . Federal Electoral Commission, -
e . Federal Republic of Nigeria.
~ (Full names of Chajrman) z ' s
Chairman, =~ L "
Federal Electoral Commission

of the Electoral Act 1981 it'is provided that no association

ction 76 (1)
tered as a Political Party by the Federal

n :
the. Federal Electoral Commission is satisfied - from the information

that the association has complied with all thé:;gciﬁiremeqts of the Electoral Act 1981 relating

_ - to the registration

. INOW THEREFO

of an association as 4 Political Party :

RE, the Federal Electorai qurﬁnis;sion has with effect from the date

-hereunder written registered the aforesaid_gssociationas a Political Party pursuant to the

provisions of section 79 (1) of theElectoral Act 1981.

Gii'e‘f; under my hand and the seal of the Federal Electoral Commission at...J.......

-

one thousand nine

snmrarran s e LA AS e ALY UL

hun&red and.. — ..... R s s "> s

#Note.—Full names of -association applying to be registered. -
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Electoral Act 1981 |
_ ‘Form PP. 3 _ Section 86 (1)
RETURN OF ELECTION EXPENSES | '
1. Name of Party :

2. Type of Elections
3. Number of Candidates Spousored ' .
4. States in the Federation in whlch the Party contested showing against each State
number of seats won :— i o -

Presidential | Senatorial -| . House of ‘Gzcbérna- State

. Election Elections | Representa- | = torial | Assemblies .
State‘ o _ tives Elections Elections Elections

-

| Cont. | Won Cont. |Won | Cont. [Won [Cont. an Cont. {Won

* Bauchi

Bendel ) - ' ; : : i,

Benue

Borno

Cross River ..

_ Gcmg_dla

“Imo .

Kaduna

~ Kano

I{wz}ra

Lagos . _— A S N

Niger ‘
Ogun

Ondo
Oyo ..

Plateaq

Rivers . . . : : : e

Sokoto-~ .. |.. ) NS ——

~ FEp. CapiTaL _
- 'TERRITORY .. |uuiiosiabisermicmsr,

ToraL :
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5. Period covered by the return ‘ PRI

6. Total amount spent as election expenses

7- Description of expenses shcmmg the total expenchture agamst each item or sub-
- head :— s

(i) —

() _ *é‘

() -

s (I.t;) i ! Ho isiie
- @) .

etc.

8. Total xalue of commercial goods and services received

9. Descnptmn of goods and services showing value against each item or sub- head —

s

Notes l— o
(1) Paragraph 2 should cover all elections.

w i

(2) The details in paragraph 7 must be mppaﬂed by the relevant voucher particulars duly
sxg::;d by the Treasurer of the Party and receipted by the persons to whom ﬂw payments were
made. -

(3) The details in paragraph 9 must be supjmm'd by dac‘ém:entary evidence of the goods and
services supplied and the statement of their value by the donors.

[

Chairman

Member
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Electoral Aét 1981

- Form EC, 10 Section 118
PETITION _ | | )
_In the High Court of | - Judicial Division. State
The election undef the Electoral Act 1981 for
. 5 held on the day of.
L (State Constituency) - N
S ~ Between R i — ' :
© AB, { Y ) } Petitioner(s) -~
_ _ ; and o _ :
) ' - { | | | x.} R@apondcnt(s)h _

The pct_,i'tion of A.B. of ~(or of A.B

of.

.and C.D., of.

‘as the case may be) whose names are subscribed. e )
1. Your petitioner A.B.4s a person who voted (or had a right to vote, as the case may be)
at the above election (or claims to have had a right to be returned or elected 4t the above glec-

tion, ‘or was a candidate at the above election ; and your petitioner C.D. (here state in the
manner the right of each petitioner) ' ¥ i

.

2. And your petitioner(s) state(s) that the election was held on 'the.ul.'........urlday of

Gt il B s when A.B,, C.D., (and) E.F. (and) G.H.) were candidates, and the
returning officer has returned E.F. and (G.H.) as being duly elected. )

- 3. And your petitioners say that (here state the facts and grounds on which the peti-
tioners rely) : : : J
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A

~Wherefore your petitioners pray that it may be determined that the said E.F. (and G.H.
was (were) not duly elected (or returned) (or duly elected or returned, (and that ) the ) or his)
election was void) (or that the said A. Band.C.D.) was (were) duly elected and Jought to
have been returned, or as the case may be). . , - :

. - S A.B.
(Signed) ' -
' : - C.D.
Address for service (within five metres of a post office With'i'h the areas of jﬁrisdiction |
of the High Court for the ; ' I State)
Occupier

. The name of my (or our) Legal Practitioner is
I (or we) am (or are) acting for myself (or ourselves)

' S R T AB.~
(Signed) { . S }CD

"SIGNED before me this ... _ day of . SR | S

Registrar

Electoral Act 1981

: Form EC. 11 Section 127 (1)
NOTICE OF PRESENTATION OF PETITION

In THE HigH CoURT OF........... STATE e sees JUDICIAL DIVISION
- ... 'he election under the Electoral Act 1981 for
............... ...(state the place) held on the day of ;.19
between o
3
(AB. ... | ;
- ; Petitioner(s)
~and '
(C.D _— A - )

_ _ 'Re.gpaﬂdent(s) )
(HGa..... | s S,
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R

The Petition of A.B. of.................. -(or of A.B., of.ccooooconocoreivenand C.D., OF o or
as the case may be) whose names are subscribed. ' :

Take NoTICE that the petitio; a duplicate whereof is attached hereto has this day been

presented in the Registry at er.aNd that you are to enter appearance to the
petition in the said Registry within .days of the date of service of this notice on
you (or within............. .days of the date of posting hereof, or within days of the

date when this notice was left at your address set out below, or as the Court may direct by
order under section 127 of the above Act,) otherwise proceedings upon the petition may be
continued and determined in-default of your appearance, and any document relating to such
proceedings, and intended for you may be posted up on the court’s notice board,"which shall
be sufficient notice thereof. ;

. DATED this......... day of , 19

Registrar

ExPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

The Electoral Bill 1981 has been prepared pursuant to Item 21 of the
Exclusive Legislative List in Part I of the Second Schedule to the Constitution
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1979 which empowers the National .
- Assembly to enact legislation providing for election to the offices of President
and Vice-President or Governor and Deputy Governor and or to any other
electoral office other than to a Local Government Council.

Part I of the Bill provides for the registration of all citizens of Nigeria
entitled to vote at elections at registration centres and for the preparation of a
register of voters at the end of such exercise. Revisions of the register are to be
made from time to time to ensure that no eligible voters are disenfranchised.
Supplementary provisions are also made therein for the appointment of the
Executive Secretary to the Federal Electoral Commission (FEDECO),
Administrative Secretaries to man FEDECO Branch Offices in the States,
Registration Officers and other staff of the Commission.

-, Part II deals with procedure at elections and hence such matters as
fixing of election dates, nominations, election officers and poll clerks,
preparation of ballot boxes and ballot papers. Voting is to be by the usual
‘manner of marking ballot papers against the symbols of preferred candidates
but alternative provision is contained in clause 48 empowering FEDECO
to introduce electronic or other means of voting other than by the issue
- ‘of ballot papers. ' :

Provision is also made for blind and incapacitated perosns.to vote when
accompanied there by close friends or. relations.

P
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* parties and for inordinate election expenses.

Registration of political parties and provisions relating to independent -
candidates are treated in Part II. Independent candidates are impliedly
allowed to stand for elections by paragraph (b) of the proviso to section 37

~of the Constitution, Also dealt with are annual grants to political parties
and special grants for conducting general elections. Annual reports on the
finances of political parties would be rendered to the National Assembly by

- FEDECO. Stiff penalties are contained in this Part for contraventions of its
proyisions and in particular recruitment of underage persons as members of

The following Part deals with clectoral offences such as dereliction of
official duties by registration and electoral officers; improper use of registration
cards otherwise known as rigging ; corrupt practices and impersonation,

. treating, bribery and undue influence and breach of the requirement of

secrecy of ballot. Disorderly conduct and other offences on the election
day itself are also covered. Any person found guilty of an offence under
this Part would, in addition to such fine or imprisonment prescribed therefor,

- be disqualified, from voting and from standing for or holding any electoral

office for four years. Broadcasting in support of candidates from outside
Nigeria is prohibited while broadcasting in Nigeria for the same purpose is
also forbidden within the period of 48 hours before elections.

-~ Part V covers legal proceedings to question elections. Petitions would

in the first instance be taken by High Courts but appeals lie as of right (as
per the Constjtution) to the Federal Court of Appeal and thence to the
Supreme Court. All election petitions would be treated with dispatch.,
It is clearly now specified that while an appeal is pending the -originally
returned candidate would continue to hold his electoral office until a final
determination by the appeal court concerned is handed down. = This would

- Obviate unnecessary vacancies and discontinuity in the governance of - the

Federation or any part thereof.

Supplementary and miscellaneous matters are treated in the last Part,
ie. Part VI of the Bill. These include replacement of lost or defaced
registration: cards ; remuneration of registration and electoral officers ;
secrecy of ballot ; prosecution of offénces and time limits within which they
could be brought. FEDECO is empowered to make regulations generally
to supplement the provisions of the Bill. The Electoral Act 1962 and its
amending Electoral Act 1964, which were only impliedly repealed by the 1977
Act are now expressly repealed while the said Electoral Act 1977 (No. 73)

and all amendments thereto would accordingly stand repealed upon
enactment into law of the Bill. ' :

The Schedule to the Bill contains the various Forms relating “to
registration of voters and objections thereto and nomination of candidates,
Also contained therein are Forms for application by organisations for
registration as political parties and election petitions. :

T

- | ; a ‘5’44_



- :

=R L

<

10

At

12
13
14

15
16

Sponsored by Hon, AruAJI ABUBARAR TUGGAR
(Gamawa Federal Constituency, Bauchi State).

| [ 1
BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria as follows—

_  Parr 1—ReqQuesT .

i.—(l) A request for the creation of a new State within the Federal

Republic of Nigeria or a declaration of support for the creation of such

State shall be in the form prescribed in the Schedule to this Act ang

shall be printed and duly authenticated in accordance with this section,

(2) Subject to subsection (3) of this section, a request or declara-
tion aforeséid shall be deemed to be Supported by a member of —
- (a) the. Senzllte or House of Re‘presentat.iver» ; or
® 2 House of Assembly; or
(¢) a Local Government Councﬂ.
only if that member appendé his signature to the request in the p_fesence
of the Clerk of the National Assembly or the Clerk of the House of

Assembly or the Secretary of the local government council, as the case

may be.

C 211

Comn;ende-
ment, _

Authentica-
tion and ~
form of
request,
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1 | (3) Where the President of the Senate or the Speaker of the H_Quse ‘
2 of Re;resentatives is ‘satisfied that diﬂiculues may be encountered
3 in |the authentication of a reqtiest dr ::ledaraﬁﬁn in accordance with
4 this sect:i;:-n he may, by notice -published in the Gazette and in such

5 other manner as he may direct, permit m_épﬁbers of any legislative

6 hoTse or of any Iocgl government council to app@d their signatures

7 to ilhe request or declaration as the case may be in the presence of a

8 jud.;ciai officer inany partof Niéefia.

9 (4) A person in whosé,_-p_r‘caenea the signature of a member of a |
10 leéhhﬁve house or a local govérﬁmént council is appended to a request
11 - or declaration under this section shall take all reasonable steps to satisfy ‘
12 himself that the signatory is a member of that legislative house or -
13 local government councﬂ and shall so cert:fy in the request, L
14 - (5) Notwithstanding the prows:ons of this section a request for
15 the creation of a new State received prior to the 10th day of June 1981
16 and duly verified by a Joint Committee of ‘the Senate and House of
17 Representatives and declared to be m ;;tccord_ance thh the fequire- '
18 - ments of the Constitution shall be déamed to have been made and
19 authenticated in accordance with this sectioﬁ. ”

Delivery of 20 2—(1) A request or déclaration of support for such r_eques't may

~.Tequest to _ .
the National "2 be delivered to the Clerk of the National Assembly by—

Assembly.
22 (a) any member representing the area demanding the creation
23 ofthenew State:ir; a legislative house orina Ioc;ﬂ government council, |
24 or
' 25— &y any person in whose presence the signature to a request or

26 declaratmn is appended in accordance thh section 1 of this Act or
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(c) the Clerk of a House of Assambly actmg forand on behalf of

the members of that House in respect of the area demanding the

_ creation of the new State or boundary ad_;ustment as the case may be ;-

or .
d) the Secreta of a local overnment counc:l acting for and on
ry g g

‘behalf of the members of that local government councﬂ in mapect of

. the area demanding the creatlon of ‘the new State or boundary'

adjustment as the case may be

(2) Three copies of each request shall be delivered to the Clerk of

‘the National Assembly who shall acknowledge the receipt of the .

same on one of the copies and retum such copy to the person who
delivered the same to him.

- (3) A request delivered to the Clerk of the National Assembly in
acoordance with the provisions of this section shall be deemed to have
been received by the National Assembly as contemplated by sectmn 8
§)) (a) of the Const:tutlon _

3-—(1) As soon as the Clerk of the Natzonal Assembly receives a
sufficient number of declarat:ons in support of a request he shall forth-
with refer the request to the Presxdent of the Senate and the Speaker
of the House of Representatives.

(2) The Clerk to the National Assembly shall consider the number
of declarations in suppoft ofa - request as sufficient oﬁly if such declara-
tmns are made by at least two-thirds majority of members representmg

the’ area demandmg the creatlon of a new State or the area demandmg_

» Declarations
in support
of request,

the boundary adjustment as the case may be, in each of the ;ollowmg, '

namely —

(a) the Senate and the House of Representatives ;

 (8) the House of Assembly, and
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' {¢) the local government councils in respect of that area.

__ (3) Within sevenﬁday.s after feceiving information in accordance
with subsection (1) of this section the President of the Senate and the '
Speaker of the ﬁ;use of Representatives shall report such information
to the Senate; and .the Ho;.lse of Representatives ‘respectivelf;: in open
session and the information shall be duly recorded in the Journal of the
respective Houses. - |

(4) If the President of the Senate is not satisfied that the number
of declaraﬁc;l;s in-support of a reqﬁgst for the creation of a new State is

sufficient to fulfil the ref;uire’ments of section 8 (1) () of the Constitu-

.27

tion, he shall forthwith refer the matter to a Joint Committee of the

National Assembly for investigation and for a report thereon to the

National Assembly. = _

(5) The report of the said Joint Committee shall be pubiishe_d in
the Gazetie and in such other manner as the President of _the‘ Senate -
may direct and shall state specifically (with gro‘ﬁnds and reasr;ns_ therefor)
ﬁhether or not the said Joint C'_:nhnittee. accepts the finding of the
Clerk of the National Assembly that the number of declarations was
sufficient as required under section 8 (1) (a) of fhe Constitution.

(6) If the President of the Senate is satisfied a;h{: the number of
declarations in support of a request is sufficient to meefz;he réquirements
of the Constitution, he shall, not later than 14 days afteﬁ ghe report of the

information to the Senate mentioned in subsection (3) of this section—
/

(a) cause the proposal for the creation of the new State to be

__published in the Journal of the Senate and (with the permission of the

Speaker) in the Journal of the House of Representatwes as @l asin

three consecutive lssuea of the Gazetie ; and ¥
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(b) where the request is “for the creation of a new State, issue 2

direction m writing in the form shown in the Schedule to this Act -~

addressed to the Federal Electoral Comm:‘ésmn requiring it to hold a

referendum for the purpose of ascertaining the wishes of the people*

of the area (where the demand for the creation of the new State origina-

ted) with r&spect to the said pr0posa1

PArT II;REFERENDUM

4. Where the Federal Electoral Commission receives the direction

of the President of the Senate not Iess than 15 months before the
expiration of the date when the National Assembly stands dissolved,
the Comnﬁseion shall forthwith proceed to maj:e arrangements for
holding a referendum in the area where the demand for the creation of

the new State originated In any other case the Commission simll

proceed to make arrangements for holding the said referendum as soon

-

as practxcable and in any event, not later than a period of fifteen months
after the next general elections to the National Assembly.
5.—(1) Subject to the following provisione of this Act, the referendum

shall be held on a dayf appointed by the Federa.l Electoral Commission
by notice pubhshed in not less than two issues of the Gazette and the

day so appointed (hereinafter referred to as “appointed day”) shall

not be before the explratmn of the penod of one month commencmg'

on the date of the first publication of the notice. .
(2) Voting for the purposes of the referendum shaII take place on

' the appointed day dunng such hours as may be specxﬁed in the notice.

6. The sole matter on Wthh a voter shall be invited to cast his
vote at the referendum shall be the question’”as to Whether he agrees

to the proposal to create the new State

Referendum
for creation
of a new
State,

Date and
time of
referendum.

Form of
question at
referendum,

-
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Refecsndum 1| 7. If the Federal Blectoral Commission considers that the area
2 | in which the referendum is required to be held should be divided into
3 | districts for the purposes of vou.ng at the referendum, the notice aforesaid -
4 | may provide that the area shall be dmded into such votlng districts
5 | as may be specified in the notice. £ _ | . |
Regulations. | 6 | 8.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act the Federal Electoral
o 7 i! Cor_mnission may make regulations With‘-l_'espéct to—.
8 (a) the organisation and conduct of the referendurn, and
9 (b) such other matters as may appear to fhe Federal Electoral
10 Commission necessary for purposes of the referendum,
11 (2) Without prejudice to the generality of the power conferred by
_ 12 SlébSBCtiDn (1) of this secﬁon the regulations may make provisions—
13 (@) for the appointment of a person (hereinafter referred to
o I14- as“thgsupervisor”)tb surp.ervisg the conduct of the referendum and
> o 15 for the appointment and control of persons to assist the ;s_l.zpervisor
] 16  inthe e;cercise.of his functions ;I . 3 | _
17 (b) -prcscribing' the procedure to be followed _irll ‘holding the
18 referenduim, including the manner of voting and of ascertaining and
19 publisiliqg the results of the voting ; ) . ?}
20 (¢) specifying the circumstances and manner in which, and the
o 21 | conditions upon which, persoris ?f such descrigtions as may be
22 prescribed by the regulations (including the Federal Electoral
_ 23 Commission) may Iappb-r to the Supreme Court for determination of
) 2% any question arising in conﬁeétion with the organisation, conduct or
25 resuif of the referendum : -
- 26 (d) for déclaring void the votes cast at the referendum either
27 generally or in a particular voting district m any c-a‘sé where the F;deral
23

Electoral Commission considers it proper so to do in consequence
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of a determmat:on of ‘the Supreme Court as respects any question
referred to it (whether by the Federal Electoral Commlsmon or

othermse) in pursuance of thls Act, and for requumg a fresh vote

to be taken for the. purposes of the referendum on a subsequent

occasion either generally or, as the case may be, in that district ;

(e) for the deﬁnit.ion and trial of offences connected with the

referendum and the impesition of penalties for such offences, not

exceeding for any offence, imprisonment for a term of twelve months

or a ﬁﬁe of two - hundred naira or both.
* (3) Regulations under thxs scction. shall make provisions— -

(@) requiring the voting at the referendum to be by secret ballcat

} (b) authorising the persons _appearing to the supemsor to be the |

representative body of any political party to appoint not more than

two persons in respect of each place at which votes are cast at the .

referendum and not more than two persons in respect of each place

at which those votes are counted (hereinafter referred to as a “polling
station” and a counting stetion’_’ respectively) ;
o) requii'ing the supervisor, not later than the beginning of the

penod of seven days endmg on the appointed day, to publish in the

.Gazette a nonce statmg the location . of each po]lmg station and

.countmg station ;

(d) authorising :ny person appointed in pursuance of paragraph

() of this.subsection, on production of his instrument of 2ppointment,

to be present throughout the voting or the counting of the votes -

at the polling station or counting station for which he is appointed,

and reciuirhzg the person in charge of fhat station to afford him edeQuate
facilitie§ Tor observing the manner in which the polling is conducted
or, as the case may be, for observing the count ;
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o 1 () entitling any person so appointed for a countlng station to
2 require a recoun; or further recount of the votes counted at the |
3 statlon, and requiring the peraon in charge of the station to comply
4 | with the reqmsmon unless in his opinion the raqmsmon is unreason-
5 |able, o i :
6 (4) In paragraph (b). o_f. the last foregoing subsection, “political
7 " party” means a I;:oody,r entitled to function as a political party in accord;
8 'H.Tce with the prowmons of section 202 of the Constitution,
_'.9 (5) Regulations under this section may make different prowswns
10 for different circumstances, '
lg:;e:%ﬁna- 11 9. The Supreme Court shall have ofiginal jurisdictioh to-' determine
sl 12 any question referred to it in accordance with the regulations make by
T virtue of this Act, and the Chief Justice of Nigeria may by rules of
14 court make provisions witﬁ.resPect to the pr'aci:ice. and procedure of
15 the court for the purpose of the 3unsdlct10n conferred hy this subsection.
;"-"‘fégms u:: 16 10. Any expenses certified by the President o be expenses of the --
' 17 referendum shall be a charge upon the Consolidated Revenue Fund
18 of the Federation. =~
gfegggmifn 19 11.—(1) The Chairman of the Federal Eiectoral Conunissibn shall,
tdounﬂ;:ESUIt 20 by writing under his hand, forthwith certxfy the result of the referendum
]::Suegﬁlh 21 tothePresident of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representahves
22  and the Speakef'of every State H(mse of Assembly and the certificate
23 shall be read at an open meetmg 01’ every I&gxslauve house as soon as it is
24 practicable so to do. _ -
25 (2) The Federa] Electoral Commission shall also cause the result
26 of the referendum to be published in the Gazette as soonas practicable.
27 3 At any time after the announcement of the result of a réferendum
28

in any House of Assembly or after its publication in the Gazette, any
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~ Assembly.

member of any House of Assembly may, subject to standing orders, move

a resolutmn in that House of Assembly approving the proposal for the

creation of the new State and i such resolutlon is approved the Clerk of

that House of Assembly shall issue a certificate to that effect in the form
prescribed in the Schedu]e to this Act and forthwith dehver such

certificate or cause it to “be delivered to the Clerk of the National

."{. P

Part III——MISCELLANEOUS

g
. 12. The Constitutional Rcferendum Act, 1962 is hereby repealed )
13. In this Act——— _
“Clerk of the National Assembly” means Clerk to the National

Assembly mthm thc meam.ng of section 47 of the Consututlon 2
“Constltutmn means the Constltutlon of the Federal Repubhc
 of Nigeria 1979'; . -
“Gazette” means Federal Republic of Nigeria Qﬁfcial Gaxzette ;
;‘Legislaﬁvc I—_Ioﬁse” means the Senate, the House of Representatives

or any of tfleI.Stﬁte Houses df.Assgmbiy -

. “Local government. council” means a democratically elected local

. gévernmént éounqil.established pursuant to section 7. of the Constitu-

L4

tion;
- “President” means the President of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria. |

“Presndent of the Senate” means Premdent of the Senate elecbed

under section 46 (1) (a) of the Consututzon

e

““proposal” -w]:}en used in connection w:th the creation of a new

State or boun&afjr adjustment includes a motion for the creation of a -

new Stdte or for boundary adjustment of an existing State ;
‘.‘requ&et” means request for the creation of a new State or for

Jboundary adjustment ;

-

Repeal.

Interpreta-
tion.
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- Short title.

—

t-n.p-um

=)}

“Speaker of the House of Representamea means Speaker of the
House of Representatives elected under section 46 (1) (&) of the )
Constltutmn 3 _

“State” means State.of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
14. This Act may be c1ted as the Creanon of htates and Boundary

Adjustments (Proccdure) Act 1981.

SCHEDULE

Form I ° " Section 1
FORM OF REQUEST OR DECLARATION OF SUPPORT
FOR A REQUEST FOR THE CREATION OF A

. NEW STATE WITHIN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

| | v SORATOR s :
in the State of the Federal Republic of Nigeria do.hereby
declarg that— e o '
1| I am the member representing the ' Senatorial
District/Federal Constituency in the Senate/House of Repre-
sentatives
or
I am the member representing the. e CONSEItUEDCY
in thei... o e State House of Assembly
or
I am the member representing the..... ward
in the s L o@% Government.

2. 1 support the request for the creation of‘a new State within the
Federal Repubhc of Nigeria, such State to be known as and

called the... o State and to comiprise the following areas :

*

[Describe the areassin terms of State or
Federal Constituencies or losal government areas)
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3. Ihereby gray the Natmnal Assembly to enact a law for the creation
of the .

‘Signature of Dedarant

1 hereby cert:fy that the above declaration was duly signed by the
person who made it and whom I certify to be the member of the legislative

house/local government council stated in the paragraph of the declaration

numbered 1

DATED this - day of 1981

Signature of Clerk of the National

v . : & Assembly or. Clerk of the

State House of
Assembly or Secretary to

. Local Govern-
ment of. ; State

. - . Torm 2

DIRECTION TO HOLD A REFERENDUM TO ASCERTAIN
THE WISHES OF PERSONS IN THE AREA WHERE
CREATION OF A NEW STATE ORIGINATED

WHEREAS the Natxonal Assembly has recewed a request for the creation

of anew State to be known as...... State and compris-

ing the followmg areas of...... - State, namely—

(Describe the areas in terms of State or
" Federal Constituencies or local government afeas)
; i

AND WHEREAS the request is supported by at least two-thirds
majority of members representing the area. aforementioned in each of the
following, nameiy— -

(1) the Senate and the House of Representatives, _

= (2) the House of Assembly in. : State
T ) ) i .......Liocal Government
- I(b} . 3 Local Government

G kI - - Local Government, etc.
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AND WHEREAS it is proposed to create the said.. State.

te, in exercise of the powers conferred ‘upon me by section 3 of the
-Crdation of States and Boundary Adjustments (Procedure) Act 1981 and of
all other powers enabling me in that behalf hereby direct the Federal Electoral
~ —  Commission to hold areferendum as soon as the law pérmits it so to do, -

Now therefore I, the President of the
'Serr;
C

areas comprising the proposed e State, for the purpose
certaining the wishes of the people of the-area aforesaid with respect
¢ proposal for the creation of the new State within the Federal Re-
ic of Nigeria. : '

in
of
to
pub)

— DaTED this . dayof . 19

President of the Senate

Form 3

FORM OF REQUEST OR DECLARATION OF SUPPORT
FOR A REQUEST FOR THE ADJUSTMENT OF THE
BOUNDARY OF AN EXISTING STATE

A

I, eeentrsi e ESIING B ..in the

: : State of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
do hereby declare that— - _
1. I am the member rep?e?enﬁng the Senatorial

.- District/Federal Constituency in the - Senate/House of Representatives, -

-2. I support the request for the adjusl:mqnt of ‘the boundary of
: .State by— : '

‘[Describe the areas in terms of State or Federal
- - Constituencies or local government areas]
~ and state the name of the State to which
the area is to be transferred

-~ 3. I hereby pray the National Assembly to enact a law for the purpose
of boundary adjustment accordingly.

Signature of Declémnt
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Form 4 . ;
FORM OF CERTIFICATE REGARDING. THE
APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION IN FAVOUR
~ OF CREATING A NEW STATE

To : The Clerk to the National Assembly

I hereby  certify that on the... day of, 9.
. the House of Assembly of : State passed a resolution
approving the proposal published in the Official Gazette of the Federal

Republic of Nigeria on the......... ~day of.... 19.... :
 for the creation of... State within the Federal Republic

of Nigeria, - o
~ Damepthis - dayof 19

9. . Clerk of the House of Ar--mbly

of. State

EXPLANATORY NoOTE

This Bill seeks to carry into effect the provisions of section 8 of the Constitu-~

tion of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1979 prescribing the procedure for

" the various requirements of the Constitution with respect to the creation
of new States and the adjustment of the boundaries of existing States,



