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ABILL
AN AcT FORREGULATING THE CONDUCT OF PRESIDENTIAL AND GUBERNATORIAL

ELECTIONS.; ELECTIONS TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND HOovusEs OF
ASSEMBLY OF vHE STATES IN THE FEDERATION AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES
CONNECTED THEREWITH.

a. oe [ 4).

BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal

Republic of Nigeria and by authority of same as follows :—

Part J—REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. .

1.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the. persons entitled

to vote at any election in any constituency within the meaning of that

“expression as used in the Constitution shall be those ordinarily resident

there on the qualifying date and who, on that date and onthe date of the

poll, are citizens of Nigeria, of the age of 18 years or upwards and are

not subjecttoany legal incapacity to vote :

Provided that a person shall not be entitled to vote in any consti-

tuency unless registered there in theregister of voters to be used at the

election.

(2) No personshall vote at any one election inmore than one

constituency or more than once in the samee constituency.

(3) In this section, “legal incapacity” in its application to voters

includes— | |

(a) the acknowledgement of allegiance, obedience or adherence

by the personal act of a voterto anyforeign power or State;

Commence-
ment,

Persons eligi-
ble to vote at
elections.



~ 198LNo, - Electoral
 

C 88

1 (6) the imposition of sentence of deathor, in respect of an offence

2 involving dishonesty, of imprisonment (by whatever name called) -

3 for a term exceeding six months or such other punishment as may

4 lawfully be substituted therefor,-and the voter has not at the date of

-—5 theelection suffered the punishment or _Feosived a free pardon ;;

_ 6 (c) disqualification under-this Act in respect of corrupt practices

7 and other electoral offences at elections. |

8 (4) The following persons are not qualified to vote at an election ,

9 that is to say —

10 (2) the Chairman and other members of the Commission ;;

il (5) the Chief Federal Electoral Officer anid Assistant Chief Federal. |

12 Electoral Officers ; _

13 (c) electoral officers and assistant electoral ‘officers;

; 14 _ (@) the returning officer and. the assistant returning | officer

15 for each constituency; ;

~ 16 © the‘Presiding officer.

Ordinary| 17 2.—(1) Aperson shall be deemed to be ordinarily residentin

18 a place for the purposesof this Act if, whether or not he has his meals

. 19 there. or is employed elsewhere—

.. 20 (2) it is the place where he usually lives or sleeps ; or

. al “@ he has orusually has. his home in that. place ; or

— 22 —(6) he intends to réturn thereto when away from it.

7 23 (2) Where for the purpose of registration or objection to registra-

24 tion, residence or age is a matter for doubt, a revising officer shall

- 25 decide it on the evidence before him but any person affected by that

— 26 decision_mayappeal tothe Commission. _

27 (3) A person shall have one of the foregoing places of ordinary

28 residence;; and the place nominated by him shall be his place ofordinary
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27 rience as may be considered appropriate forapersonrequired to perform
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1 _ residence for the purposes of this section, andit shall not be lost tohim—

2 (a) if atany time when absent for a period of less than’6 months

3 he hasthe intention to return to that place of residence ; or

4 -(b) until he replaces it by another.

5 3. The. expression “qualifying date” as used in this Act shall ~ Qualifying
date,

6 be the date on whichthefinal register of voters as compiled under this .

7 Act is published bythe Commission, .

8 4 Theregistration of voters and the conduct of elections shall Control of
. . . registration

9 be subject to thedirection and supervision of the Commission. ons
: , ‘ , ‘Commission,

. : . etc, .

5.—(1) There shall be appointed by the President an Executive The Execu-
- tive Secretary

11 Secretary. to the ‘Commission who Shall ‘have such qualifications and andfoveas of
the Commis-

"12 experience as are appropriate fora person required to perform the sion,. pensions of .

13. functionsofhis office underthis Act. | . . employees,

4 (2) Subject to the.generaldirection. of the Commission and, subject

15 thereto, ofthe Chairman, the Executive Secretary— .

16 -  (@) shall be responsible for keeping proper records of the proceed-

17 _ingsof the Commission ; and’ a

18 (b) shall be the head of the Commission’s secretariat and be respon-

sible for the administration thereof and, subject as aforementioned, be

20 responsible for the day today direction and control of all other

21. employees of the Commission.

22 -(3) The Executive Secretary shall be the accounting officerof the

23 Commission. |

24  . (4) There shall be an Administrative Secretary responsible forthe

25 administration of each State Branch Office of the Commission to be °

26 appointed bythe Commission who shallhave such qualifications andexpe-
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such duties+ and, subject as mentioned with Yespectto the Executive

Secretary, shall be under the general direction of the Resident Federal

ElectoralCommissioner. |

(5) The: Commission shall have?power too appoint either diretl

or on transfer or on secondment from:any public service in the Federa-

tion, after consultation with the appropriate Civil Service Commission

or such other similar body, such number of employees as may, in the

opinion of the Commission, berequired to assist the Commission inthe

discharge of any ofits functions under,this Act and shall have power —

to pay persons so employedsuch remunerations(including allowances)

as the Commissionmay fromtime to timedetermine.

= (6) It is hereby declared that service in the Commission shall be
public servicefor the purposes ofthe Pensions Act 1979 and, accordingly,

- officers and otherPersons employed inthe Commission shall inrespect

of their service in the Commission be entitled to pensions, gratuities

and other retirement benefits as are. prescribed thereunder.

(7) Nothing in the foregoing pProvisions ofthis :section shall prevent

the appointment of a person to any officeiinn the Commission on tempo-

rary or seasonal basis or on such other terms which preclude the grant

ofa pension or gratuity in respect of service in that office. _

6.—(1) Subject to this section, the: Conimission shall appoint a

fit person (hereinafter referred to as an “electoral.registration officer’)
for such areas of the Federation as the Commission may. from time to

time determine,, : . . oe

@).The Commission may appoint assistant electoral ‘registration

officersiin respect of.any registratiqn area, and the assistant electoral
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“registration officers so appointed shall be subject to the authority.and
s

control of the electoral registration officers for the area or part of the

area in respect of which they are appointed, and subject. thereto any

- assistant electoral registration officer, appointediin respect of. an area

shall have andmay exercise the powers and duties of. the electoral -

registration officer in thatarea.

(3) The Administrative Secretary of each State Branch Office of the

Commission shall be the ChiefFederal Electoral Registration Officer for

_ the State andshall, subject to the control and direction of the Commission ~

and theprovisions of this Act, supervise all the registration officers for

the registration areas within tie State.

(4) TheExecutive Secretary of the Commission shall be the Chief
Federal Electoral Registration Officerofthe Federation and shall perform

such functions iin relation to the registration of voters under this Act

as the Commission may direct,

7—(1) A newregister of voters shall be compiled by the Commis-
sion for eachConstituency after the toking of every census.

(2) The new register of voters shall be compiled from a preliminary

list obtained from the registration of all eligible voters at registration

centres and in such other manner as the’Commission maythink fit.

(3) A_Yegistration’ officer or supervisory assistant registration
officer or an assistant registration officer andj any person authorised

by him may, for any purposeconnected with the registration of voters,
be Present at the registration centrebetween the hours of 7-0’clock in

the morningand o'clock in the evening and may make such enquiries
as may be deemed necessary for the performance of his duties.

™~

New :
register of
voters.
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(4) Any of the persons referred to iin subsection (3) above engaged
in the registration of voters shall wear and prominently display a badge —
provided by. the Commission as evidenceof his authority’to register the
namies of the voters residing in the ‘registration area.

(5) Every person - engagedjin the registration, of voters shall in
- respect of his~ area—

(2) exercise the utmost care in preparing the list of voters ; and
(b) take all necessary precautions. to ensure that the list’ when

completed- contains the principal names by whicha voteris usuallyor
may beknown and his address, and that the list does not contain the
name ofany person whois.nota voter.

(6) Every preliminary list under this Act shall be displayed iin the
constituencyto which it refers in such a manner andiin such places as
the Commission may direct and no Tegister of voters shall be printed or
used for the purpose of any election until all claims and objections have
been dealt with in. the prescribed | manner.

(7)The register shall contain in respect of every person the particu-
_ lars required in Form EC, 1A in the Scheduleto this Actincluding the
principal name and such one or more further names by which a person
is usually or may be knownand his address, which for the purposesof.
this subsection maybe the name of a village or in the case of a town, the
name of the street, if the Commission thinks fit, but no person shall be
registered undera prinincipal namealone being a single nameor without

his address,

(8) When the claims and objections to a preliminary list have been
dealt with as required bythis Act, it shall be printed in such number
of volumes which shall be bound and paged, with the pages numbered |
consecutively, as directed by. thé Commission andbe published as the
register of voters,
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8-—(1) The tegister of voters in every constituency shall be

revised beforea national election orwhenever the Commission considers

such a revision. necessary ::

Provided thatnothing contained in this subsection shall prevent the

existing register of voters. from being revised for the first set of by-

Revision of ;
the register.
of voters.

~

s

elections intothe Nationaland State Assemblies and further, if‘suitably

adapted for such use, at Local Government Council electionsto beheld

immediately after the cominginto force ofthis Act. © |

(2) The Commission shall in any area in which.arevision is to be

- made and insucha manneras it thinks fit invite applications for in-

clusion in the register of voters from persons claimingto be entitled —
We

becauseofage, changeofresidence or othersufficient reason.An applica-

tion within the time prescribed iin this Act shall bein FormEC.1iin the

Schedule.to this Act and shall be made iin person by the applicans;; and

if heiis illiterate any person who iis literate may assisthim,

(3) The‘registration officer shall include the names in‘the list to be

known.as the supplementary list and the supplementary list shall with

the existing registerof voters comprise a new preliminary list andthe

Provisions of this Actas to preliminary list shall apply and haveeffect

accordingly.
‘

(4) The Commission may authorise the issue of new registration

cards in Form EC. 1Gin the Scheduleto this Act to persons included
in the preliminary list compiled as prescribed and each such Tegistration

: card shall be numbered, bear the stamp ofthe registration officer and any
other relevant particulars as may be required by the Commission,

(5) The Commission shalldesign the registration card from timeto
time asitthinks fit and such new registration cards shall be theonly
valid authority for Voting.

.
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6Any person notissuedwiththecurrenegistraton card shall not
be entitled to vote at any election conducted pursuant to this

Act, : |
9. Every political party may,by notice in writing signed by an

officer of the party and addressed to the registration officeriin‘thearea,
appoint @ person_in this Act referred to as a “Registration Agent”

to attendateach registration centre in the constituency where registration
ofvotersis taking place ; and the notice shall set out the name and
addressof the Registration Agent and ‘be given by the off cer of the .

political party orhisrepresentative to theregistration officer not later.
than 10 days before the datefixed fortheregistration. Such a Registration
Agent shall be a person ordinarily resident in the State constituency in
respect of which he is appointed.,

10-—(1) Whereit is necessary to display any preliminarylist under
this Act, the registration officer shall Prepare copies ofthe whole or any .
part ofthe list necessary for the purpose, and shall display thelist iin—_

each registration centre and such other places within a constituency as
the Commission thinks fit and eachlistshall bear thedate ofiits display:

(2)Theregistration officer shall on each of the lists attach a notice
stating_—

(2) that within 15 days of the display thereof claims ésin respect of
_ omissions or‘for correction ofany item in the list may bemade ;; and

(6) that withinthe same period, objections: may be made under
this Actto the inclusion of any namein the lists ;; and

1 o@ that claims in the Form EC.2 or objections iin the Form EC.3 ©
respectively in the Schedule to this Act may be obtained at Local
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Government Council offices, or local electoral offices and such other public
places throughout the constituency as shall be stated iin the notice,

(3) Copies of the list or part thereof as displayed shall be available
foriinspection free of charge by members of the public at such Local

; Government Counet offices or local electoral offices and such other

public places throughout the consitueney as the Commission 1maydirect,
7. and copies,may be inspected at such places during normal office hours

for not less than 15 days after the display of the preliminary list.

er—() Any person qualified to. be registered may, if his nameis
omitted or is incorrectly stated jin the preliminary list, claim within 15

. days. of the Publication of thepreliminary list by notice inwriting to the

registration ‘officeriin FormEC.2 in the Scheduleto this Act to have
his name and address inserted or to have@ any suchentry amended,

(2) Any person qualified |to vote whose name appears in the
preliminary list may within 15 days of the publication ofthe preliminary

list by notice in ‘writing to the tegistration officer iin the Form EC,3
in the Schedule to this Act object to the inclusion of any other name

appearing therein, as beingthe nameof a person not entitled to inclusion
in thatlist.

t

12—(1) The Commission may appointas a revising officer any fit
person to hear and determine claims and objections’ to an entry in or . claims: ete,

-

omission from thePreliminary list ;; and may appeint such numberof.
other personsas itthinksnecessary to assist the revising officer,

(2) Any Person appointed:as a revising officer shall have the powers
ofa registration officer and may for the purposes of his duties under this

Act administer any oath necessary at.a hearing.

C95

Claims and
objections,

Revising
officer for
hearing of

y
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Power te- 1 13.—(1) The Commission may make rules _ prescribing the timemake rules :and hearing
ofclaims, etc.

Completion
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2 for hearing any claim or objection and the procedure at the hearing.
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(2) Where a clainitis made underthis Part of this Act, the revising

officer after hearing the applicant |and any evidence .in support‘shall,

if he is satisfied thatthe claim hasbeen established, enter the name and

address of the applicant in the ‘preliminary list or make such other

- corrections as may be necessary.

(3) Where objection is made underthisPartof this Act, the revising

officer shallgive notice of the objection in such mannetas he thinks fit ;

andif after hearing the parties concerned ‘and any- relevant evidencethe

revising officeris satisfied that the objection.is sustained, heshall amend

the entry. | .

14.1) The registration .officer shall - amend the preliminary

list— . ==

(a) to give effect to a-decision on any claim oor objection ; or

(8) to delete any duplicated entry 3 or |

(c) to delete the names of persons who are dead or disqualified ;

(d) to delete the names of persons ..who.do not comply with the

| provisions of section 8 of this Act, |

(2) Where apreliminary list is amended to give effect toa decision

toinclude the name of a voter, the registration officer shall2at the same

time issue to the person whose nameis included in'that list a. registration

écard in the preseribed. Form,

(3) If the registration officer or the , Commission has reasonable

cause to believe that a person is registered in more than one place either

in the same constituency or in different constituencies, the registration

officeror the Commission, asthe case may be, shall make such alterations
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orF corrections jin the preliminary list as are necessary ; but no. correction
tihder this subsection shall be made without. Notice to the person —
affected and the giving of reasonable time for the receipt of objections
to the Proposedcorrection and, if necessary, for any hearing in respect
thereof.

(4) Bresy notice under this section shall be in writing, and may-
be served upon the person affected by delivering it ator Posting it to
his address aas shown in the preliminary list, or such notice may be
exhibited at such Local Government; Couneil offices or local electoral

_ Offices or other public place in thevicinity of the ordinary residence11>

12

of the Person as shown in the preliminary list,

15.—(1) The registration officer shall, notJater than 60 days from
thé date when the preliminary list. was first exhibited or within such
extended period as. the Commission may allow, make such corrections
in the preliminary list as may be necessary, and shall number the names
in'the preliminary list in such manner. as the Commission 1may direct;
and after endorsing and signing a-- certificate of verification on the
preliminary list, he shall forward such list to the Commission,

alterations or amendments recommended by the appropriate registration
officer may deem fit,

(3). For the Purposes ofthis section, the preliminary list. shall be
deemed to be printed if it is Produced iina visible form by lithography
or-photography or any other means which the Commission considers .
expedient° in the circumstances,

Publication
of prelimi-
nary list,
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1 16-—(1) The preliminary list in respect of each constituency when

2 printed andpublished by the Commissionshall be the register of voters

3 for that constituency; and a copy of the register ofvoters when published
‘4 may be inspected free of charge by members ofthe public during normal

5 office hours at such place i the constituency as the Commission in

6 Writing shall appoint, - Oo 7 . |

7 (2) Copies ofregister of votets shall be made available by tthe

8 Commission throughout the Federation for-sale to the public at such .

9 price as it thinks reasonable. - . .

10 17.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this “Act, where the Come

11 mission is satisfied that there is a mistake inthe register of voters the

12 Commission shall notlater than 15 cleardays before the dateappointed

13. for an election give notice in such manneras it thinks fit of itsintention

(14 to correct the mistake ; and the amendment may be made accordingly.

ix @Q) Nothing in this section as to limitation of time or the giving of

16 notice shall apply wherethe Commission is satisfied that it is in the

17 ‘public interest to make the amendmentwithout waiting for any time or

18 ping any notice.

19 ! 18.—(1) The register of voters shall be used for the purpose of

20 determining the personsentitled to vote at every election to the officeof

21. the President and Vice-President.ofthe Federal Republic of Nigeria, the

22 Governor and Deputy Governorof a Staté and to any‘of the Legislative —

23 Houses provided for in the Constitution and,when suitably adapted and —

24 revised for that purpose, to any Local Government Council.

25 ~ (2) A registered voter whoat any time before theelections is resident

26 in a constituency other than thatin which heis registered may apply to

27 the Chief Federal Electoral Officer of the State where heiis resident for —

28 his nameto be entered onthetransferred voter’s list for the constituency,
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1 8) An application under the Provisions of the preceding sub-
2 section shall be“accompanied by the applicant’s8 registration card as in
3 Form EC.1G in the’‘Schedule to this Act and be made—-

4 (2) notless than 90 days before nominationn dayin the constituency
5. where the applicantiis resident ; and:

6 ) notless than 90 daysbefore nomination day in the constituency .
7 where the applicantis‘registered.

8. (4) The Chief Federal Electoral Officer to whom an application iis

9 made under ‘the provisions of this section shall cause to be entered the -

10 applicant’$ nameinthe transferred voters’ list for the Blectora Officers *
11. ‘constituency if he is> satisfied that the applicantjisresident iin a polling

12 area in his constituency and iis registerediin some other‘constituency,
13.-°  (s) Whenever anslectoral officeron the direction of the Chief

14 Federal ElectoralOfficer enters the name of any person on the trans-
15. ferred voters’ list-for His constituency he shall— ..

16. (a)assign that person to a polling station. or a polling area in his

17 | constituency and indicate iin the list the polling area or polling station
18

~
—

to which that person is so assigned; and

19 (b) send a copy of the entry to the electoral officer of the consti-
20 tuency wherethepersonwhose name has been so entered was originally

21 registered and upon receipt ofthis entry, he shall delete the voter’s
-.22°

~

name from his voters’list,

23 ‘() Every person whose name is entered on the transferred voter’s
(24 list. for a constituency shall be entitled to: vote at an election iin the

25. polling station or a polling area to which heis assignediin the list as
if it were the polling area where he wasregistered,
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Parr II—Procepure at ELECTIONS
19.—(1) Elections —

cs

(2) to the office of the President and Vice-President or the Governor
and Deputy Governor of a State ;

© into any of the Legislative Houses provided for in’ the
==Constitution, .

shall be held ‘on a date to beappointed by the Commission.

(2) An slection|to the office of President or the Governor of a-
Segt

‘State shall be held on a date not earlier than 60 days and not later than
30 days before the expiration of the term of office of the last holder: of
that office. /

(3)The date mentioned in subsection(1)of this section:shall not
beearlier than 60 days before and not later than the date on which the
House stands dissolved, or where the electioni1s to fill avacancy occurring
morethan three months before such date not Jater than one month after
the vacancy occurred. |

(4) The Commission shall not later than 21days before the dates
appointed iin subsections (1) and (2) ofthis section publish iin the Gazette
a notice ofthe dates so appointed. .

5) The Commission may in its discretion appoint different dates
for eachoftheelections to which this Act applies and may appoint the
same date for more ‘than one sueh elections.

(6) The Commission,if it thinks it expedient, may, inrespect of
any area appoint a substituted date for the holding of any election to

. which this Act applies. ”

(7) Where the Commission appoints a substituted date in accord-
ance with subsection (6) of this section there shall be no return for
the election until polling has taken place in the area affected.
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(8) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (7) of this
section, the Commission. may, if satisfied that the result of the election

will notbeaffected by voting in the area in respect ofwhicha substituted

date has been appointed; direct that a return of the election be made.

(9) Whenever it is necessary to hold a by-election toa Legislative

House, the President of the Senate or the Speaker of that House shall

forthwithcertifythe fact to the Commission and the Commission shall

within 7 days ofits receiving such notice publish not less than 21 clear

days notice ofthe date appointed for the by-election 4in the Gazette »

Providedthat nothingin this subsection shallbe construed to require

the holding of a by-election toa Legislative House where less than 3.

months remain before the dissolution of the Legislative House.

20.—(1) Writs. for elections into the Legislative Houses shall
“be sealed andshallbeissued by or on befialf of the President or Speaker,

as the case may be,of the Legislative House concerned and be returnable

to the Clerk of that Legislative House.

(2) Each writ shall bein the Form in the Table to this section and
shall be directed to the Commission and be conveyed to the Commission

by such meansas may be.convenient in the circumstances. a

. Taste

To the F‘ederal Electoral Commission,

You are hereby commanded. that, due notice being first given,

you do cause election to be made according to law of a member to serve in

 

forthe constituency/Senatorial District of

*(in the place of... ' ) and that you do cause the 

“name of such member when so elected, whether he be presentor absent,

tobe certified to me in myoffice without delay.

C101

~

Issue of writ.
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a As witness my hand andthe public seal at the —_ day Of nen seveninenael9

 _:
: ‘ . “by : - .

me (on behalf of the President of the Senate, _
Speaker of the House ofRepresentatives or

. . State Assembly, as the case may be)

Endorsement .

Received the writ onthe......... dayof. oe 19.

 

Executive Secretary to the Federal
Electoral Commission

r

—~ CERTIFICATE ENDORSED ON WRIT

I hereby certify that the member elected for the Senatorial Dis-
- trict/Constituency Ofnicnmnmuniinmdt pursuance of the within written

writ is. z

(here state the name of the member)

 

 

 

 

of. : vn
_» (here state thefull address of the member)

Dated..... i sensineninininasitnanesiewn19ian

Executive Secretary to the Federal
Electoral Commission

*Delete where not applicable. — s oF

Control a 1 21—(1) Subject to this section, the Commission shall whenever
electoral . oy oo : . . ; -officers, 2 occasion may so require appoint a fit person (in this Act referred to as

3. “Assistant Chief Federal Electorat Officer”) for each senatarial- district

4 or constituency as the case maybe.

5 (2) The Commission may likewise appoint from time to time

6 assistant electoral officers for the purposes of the election and ‘in respect —
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«?

of any constituency or senatorial district it thinks fit, An assistant

electoral officer appointed under this subsection shall be subject to

the authority and controlof theelectoral officer for the senatorial district |

or constituency, and subject thereto and to the direction of the Com-

mission, an assistant ‘electoral officer shall have and may exercise the

‘powers and duties of an electoral officer ; andwhere it becomes necessary.

- for an electoral officer to exercise those powers and duties iin any part ofa

senatorial district or constituency, the. electoral officer shall exercise

supervisory functions in respect of the whole senatorial district or

constituency. | .

(3) For the purpose of directing and supervising an élection. to the

office of President and Vice-President, Governor and Deputy Governor

and into any of the Legislative Houses provided for in the Constitution,

the Executive Secretary of the Commission shall be the Chief Federal

Electoral Officer of the Federation subjectto the control of the Com-

mission, -

(4) Subject tothe control and direction of the‘Commuission and the

provisions of this Act, an Administrative Secretary shall perform the

é

24

25

. 26

27

factions of Chief Federal Electoral Officer in a State and supervise all |

the electoral officers for the Senatorial Districts and other constituencies

within the State ‘and. election to the office of . Governor and Deputy

Governot.

22.—(1) The Commission may appoint for an election afit person

to be a returning officer for each constituency orif it thinks fit may

appoint. a returning officer to function in more than one constituency.

~ (2) ‘There may likewise beappointed for an election such number bf

assistant returning officers assare necessaryand, subject to the direction.

C 103

Returning .
officer and _
assistants.
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1. ofthe Commission, an assistant returningofficer shall have the power, :

and may perform the duties of a returning officer butshall be subject .

w
oh

to the authority and control of the returning officer appointediinrespect

4 of the same election.

Poll clerks. 5 23. The Commissionmay appoint for any ele tionina constituency

6 or ssenatorial district such number ofpoll clerks as appear to ‘it to_be

. . 7 necessary to assist an electoral officer.

Supervision 8 24, The returningofficer andpoll clerks shalin the constituency

peeand 9 to which they are appointed be subject to the control of the electoral —

10 officer who may, unless otherwise required bythe. Commission, give

--~ 11. such directions as he thinks necessaryfor the perfétmance of their duties.

Clerks at . 12 25.—(1) There shall be appointed for each polling station such ~

station. 13 numberof poll clerks as may be necessary to assist in the taking of the

14 poll. te | oo
15 (2) The electoral officer. shall nominate oneof suchpoll clerks to be

16. in charge of the polling station and wherea poll clerk is in charge he shall

17 be known as the presiding officer.

a 18 (3) The presiding officer mayauthorise .a1 pol clerk to do any act

19 whichthe presiding officer is required or authorised to do att the polling

: 20 station, including an order for the search of¢or arrest of any person, or
21 the exclusion or removal of a person froma the polling station and in

220 every case the presiding officer shall keep a record of _any ‘such

23 order stating the reasons for same for. subinission.to the Commission.
. Facilities 24 26. The Commission shall— .

_ -Station. 25 (a) providein each polling station such number of compartments

26 as it may consider necessary in whichvoters may make their marks

~~ 27 on ballot papers screened from observation ;

28 (2)supply to each presiding officer a ballot box, for use in the —

ab polling station ;



 

19

27 particulars ofall the candidates the party proposes to sponsor for

Electoral 4981 No. C105

1 (c) provide such numberof ballot papers undersealed covers as

2 may be necessary ; . me . | |

3 - (d) provide a statement showing the number of ballot papers so

4 | ‘suppliedwith the serial numbers ;

a) . () provide eachPolling station with instrumentsfor the making of

6° an official mark on the ballot papers and with pads impregnated with |

7 - indelible ink of distinctive colour;;

8 | (f) provide sufficient copies of ptinted sel for the guidance |

| 9 of “voters 5 . |

10, (zg) provide each polling: station with copies as certified by the

1 electoral officer of the register of voters for the constitutency or with

12 the part of the register which containsthe namesofthe voters allotted

13 to vote at the polling station ;

14. | (h) providefor the use of voters ‘in marking onthe ballot papers, ,

- 15 / a table or desk witha hard.and smooth surface ;

16 (i) givesuch instructions” as may be necessary for the proper .

17 construction of the voting compartment; and

18 ((i) do such other acts and things. as itt may prescribe for conducting

| the election as required by this Act. .

20 27. Not less than 98 days before the date appointed for the election, | Notice of

21 the electoral officer in each constitutency shall in the nameof. the .

22 Commission publish a notice stating the date ofthe election. —

23 28,—{1) Every registered political party shall, not later than 90 Delivery' of

days (or suchlater day as may be directed by the. Commission) before toSenate

25 the date appointed for any general elections to be conducted pursuantto “ne

this Act, deliver “thegomplete list. of the names and other relevant
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Nominations.
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elective offices in respect of all the elections (or such aumber thereof |

as the party intends to contest) to the Commission.

(2) An independent candidate ‘shall submit to the Commission

relevant particulars about himself within the period stipulated above :

Provided that, subject to

)

the other provisions of this Part of this

Act, nothing iin this subsection as to limitation of time. within which
to deliversuch list shall applyiin any case where, after the rejection by

the Commission of the candidature of any Person or persons, such aparty
delivers asupplementiry list thereto or, as the casemay require, a substi-
tutelist containing the particulars aforesaid of other Proposed candidates.

(3) The Commission shall, not later than az days after delivery of.
the:list aforesaid, deliver tothe political party

a

list containing the names
of candidates whothe Commission |considers qualified for election and, |
where appropriate, a Separate list of those rejected by the Commission
and in thecase of those so rejected,‘the Commission shall—

(2) state in writing the grounds for such rejection and

@) afford the political party contérned aN opportunity, subject to
the other provisions ofthis:‘Part ofthis Act, of substituting another
candidate for each one so rejected; and

(6) iin the case of an independent candidate, the Commission shall
“not later than 21 days after delivery of relevant particulars about
himself, inform him whetheror not the Commission considers ‘him

' qualified for election. a,

29.—(1)Every candidate for an election under this Act shall be
nominated by ten persons whose1names appear-onthe:register of voters
for the constituencyor senatorial district in respect of which the nomina-
tion is made. .
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43, AC, 4D or4 in the Schedule to this Act as may be appropriate for
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(2) NoPerson shall sign asa nominator more than one nomination

paper for use at an election to the same Legislative Houseand if he

does so his signature shall be iinoperative ‘on any second or subsequent

nomination paper which he signs as a1 nominator, but nothingiin this
~

subsection shall applyiIn respect of any nomination by the nominator -

of a candidate who has died or whose nominationa as notbeen accepted
"as: valid before the delivery of the second ° nomination paper.

(3) If a nomination paper when signed by a candidate and the
persons nominating him is lodged in’ more than one. constituency or

senatorial district, as, the case may be, in the case of elections to a
Legislative Housed candidature ‘shall be void in each constituency or.

senatorial ‘district which the nomination paper is lodged.

() Notless than 66 days before the date of the - election, . the

electoral officer in each constituency shall iin the nameof the Commission

publish a notice stating that notlater than 60 days before the date of
the election nomination papers are to be delivered to him at any time

during normal office hours or at such other times as maybe prescribed
by the Commission at such place or places So appointedby theelectoral

officer,

(5) The nomination papers in respectofthe nomination of|candidates

for the office of the President of | the. Federation or Governor of a| State

shall be lodged at any time during office hours at such place or places

as maybe appointed by the Chief Federal Electoral Officer of
the Federation or the Chief Federal Electoral Officer of a| State,

as the case may be.

30.—(1) The nomination paper. shall bein the Forms EC .4a, -

the ‘election and shall be signed bythe candidate and . by the persons

-€ 107

Nomiration
Papers. —
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nominating him and the nomination papers shall contain the following .

patticulars, that is— | . |

| (2) the. names, addresses. and occupations of the candidates ;

(5) the names, addresses and occupations and registration details

of the nominatorsof the candidate ;. | .

(c) a statement by the candidate thatheis willing and qualified to

stand for election ;

(d) a: statement by the candidate as to his symbol for the: purpose

of any contested election ; |

(e) a statement by the candidate, unless he is an independent |

candidate, as to. the nameof the political party which sponsors his”

candidature.
—>

(2) The electoral officer shall, on payment bythe candidate of

suchfees as the Commission may prescribe, provide and supply to the

candidate ‘such number of nomination papers: as the candidate:may

require ; and the electoral officer shall if a candidate so) Fequests and

the nominators of the candidate are present, complete any such nomi-

nation papers on behalfof the candidate.

(3) A candidate or one of the persons nominatinghim shall not .

later than the date and time prescribed, personally present the |

nomination paper to the electoral officer at the place appointed by the

electoral officer :

Provided that in the event of absenééor proved irregularity on the

part of an electoral officer, the Resident Federal Electoral Commissioner,

the Chief Federal Electoral Officer of the State or of the Federation, as .
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48 hours tothe closing date ofnominations.

the case may be, may accept the nomination paperofa candidate within —_
>

(4) A candidate for any election who sodesires may deliver along

with the nomination paper such numberofposters containing his photo-

graph and the symbol of the political party sponsoring him or his.own

symbolin the case.of an independent candidatefor that election. - _
31—(1) Every candidate shall, before his nomination paper is Deposit.

delivered to the appropriate electoral officer, pay into the Consolidated
Revenue Fund of the Federation by wayof deposit the sum of—

(a) M1,000 each in respect of an election to the office of President

and Vice-President ;;

(5) 8500 ‘each in respectof anelection to the office oof Governor
“and Deputy Governor ;

() 24300 in respect of an election to the Senate ;

(2) 200 iin respect of an. election, to the House of Representatives;

and . oy ,

©W100 in respectof an election toa State House of Assembly, .

(2) A candidate shall at the time ofthe delivery of his nomination

paper produceand handoverto the appropriate electoral officer the offi-
t

cial receipt for the sum paid and nonominationpapershall be valid with- 7
‘out’ production of the receipt to the electoral officer.

(3) The deposit shall -be returned to the candidate or bis personal
representatives if— .

(a) the nomination of the candidateis invalid for any reason other. -

than that a nomination form was delivered -by him or on his behalf iin
» More than one constituency ;5

(6) the candidate dies before the date of the election ;
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© there is no contested election ;

(d) a contested election is declared void ; or

(c) in any contested election the candidate-iis successful or obtains

notless than one-half ofthe total numberof votes castfor the winning

candidate, . ; |

(4) A deposit shall not be returned if the candidature of a person ©
nominated in more than one constituency is void in each constituency

under this Act, |

(5) All deposits which are not returnable shall be retained in the.

Consolidated Revenue Fundof the Federation,

32.—(1). If after deliveryto him of a nomination paper an electoral

officer is satisfied that the presciibed deposit has been paid and that

-other requirements of this Act have been complied with, the acceptance

within the time required bythis Act, of the nomination paper on the

form prescribed iin subsection“(3) of”this section shall be Prima facie

evidence of the validity of the nomination.

(2) If aftersuch delivery and proof of payment-ofthe deposit the

electoral officeriis notsatisfied, the rejection within the time required .

by this section ofthe nomination paper on anyof thefollowing grounds,

that is to say — -

(a) that the particulars: ofthe candidate orhis Nominators are not

as required by law;

(8) that the nomination is by.-virtue2 of any Provisionof this Act.

invalid;

(c) that the nomination paper is not signed as required by law ;3

(d) that the candidate has been nominated in more than one

constituency ;



o
Co
N
D

10

iL

12.

13

14

15

27 |

16.

17

18.

Blectoral 1981No.
(e) that the nominators of. the candidate or any of them are not

persons whose names appear on the register of voters in respect of
_the constituency to which the nomination relates,

"shall be primaFacte evidence that the nomination was“properly rejected
as invalid, ne

(3) The electoral officer shall within 24. hours 0of the delivery to
him of a nomination paper notify his decision to the candidate or any
ofhis nominators in the Form EC.5-in the Schedule tothis Act ;3 and if
@ nomination: Paperis rejected, the candidate maydeliver to the electoral

officer a fresh nomination papernominatinghim asa candidate Withinthe
time prescribed for the delivery ofnomination papers,

‘

(4) person nominated as a candidate in. accordance with the
provisions of thisAct may, atany time before the beginning ofthe period

of 30 days ending withthe date ofthe election, withdraw his candidature ;
by delivering iin\ person to the electoral officer a declaration iIn writingto
that effect signed by himand duly attested by thesignatures of any two
voters who are qualifiedto votein the constituency iin which he was
officially nontinated.

(5) An electoral officer to whom a declaration iis delivered in pur-
suance of theforegoing subsection shallI forthwith cause a copy ofthe
declaration to be displayed, until the date of the election, at each place
at which nomination papers may be delivered ;in connection With the
election. °

6 Where a person's candidature is withdrawn pursuant to
subsection (4)of this section or byreason of his death, then—

= (a) in the caseof-withdrawalpursuant to the said subsection, one ©
. half of the deposit paid by such person shall be returned to him ; and

~~

C1
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(b) in the case of the death of such person, the full deposit paid by .

him shall be returned to his personal representatives.

33. The electoral officer shall in the name of the Commission —

prepare a statement setting out the full names ofall ‘persons standing

nominated and of the persons nominating them and their respective

addresses and. occupations ; the statement shall be displayed at least 40

days before the date appointed for the election at the place or places ~

appointed for thedelivery ofnomination papers.

34.—(1) If a nominated candidate whoiis sponsored by a political

‘party is reported dead after expiry of the timefor delivery of nomination

papers but before the commencement of the poll, and satisfactory

evidence ofthe death of the candidate is produced to the electoral officer,

the clectoral officer shall countermandthepoll ; and the Commission,

_or the Chairman.of the Commission if no quorum is available at the

time shall, when.notified by the electoral officer, appoint someother-

convenientdateforthe election. _

(2) Notice of the new date fixed for the electionof a candidate in

the circumstance envisaged in subsection (1) of this section shall be

given not more than 40 days from the death of the candidate whose

death is the cause of fixing the new date or not less than15 days from

the date of the new election. 3

(3)In respect of the nomination of acandidate in replacement of

thedead candidate, the provisions of sections 28to 32 of this Act shall

have effect but within such periods of timeasmay be specified by the

Commission. _ .

(4) Thelist of voters to be used at a postponed election shall be

the official register of voters which was to be used if the election had

not been postponed. _
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35, A poll shall take place iin accordance with the provisions of
2 this Act with Fespect to’ the following, that is—-

23. (a) in thecase of an election to the office of Presidentor Governor
of a. State, whether or not only one person is validly nominated in—
“respect of ‘each ‘such office ;,

(6) in the case of an election iinrespect of any other office,if after

4

5

6

7 the expiry. of ‘the time for the delivery of nomination: papers there
8 is more than one person standing nominated.

9, 36.—(1) If after the expiry of the time for delivery of nomination

10° papers there is only one person whose name is validly nominated in
11 respect of an election, other than tothe officeofPresident or Governor, .

-. 2 that person ‘shall be declared elected.

: 13 (2) Where a person is declared elected under the Provisions of
14 subsection (1) of this section, the writ shall be endorsed and returned
15 andthe result of the election shall be publishedas prescribed by this Act.
16... 37.~(1) Where at the close of nomination there is no candidate
17° validly. nominated, the Commission shall as soon after the date of the
18 election as may be’ convenient fix a date for another election.
19 (2) The Commission or the Chairman as the case may be shall .
20 inform the Clerkof the Legislative,House concerned before any §action
21- is taken- under this section.

22 ~ $8. In any election to the office of President or Governor (whether
~ 23° or not contested) and in any contested. election to any other elective
~ 24 office, the votes shall be. given by ballot and the results shall be
25 ascertained by counting the votes given to each candidate, and subject
26 to the provisions of sections 125, 126 and 164 ofthe Constitution, .
27. the ‘candidates to whom the majority of votes has been given shall be
28 declared. elected.

e

C 113:
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Failure of
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, the Commission shall in                        

its discretion, establish a sufficient number of polling stations in the

constituency and shall allot voters in the constituency among such

polling stations. | |

~ (2) Not morethan 500 voters shall be required to vote at any one

polling station unless the Commission or the Chairman ofthe Commission

where no quorum is available at the time is satisfied thatit is unnecessary |

or impracticable, as the case may be, to provide other polling stations.
>:

-_

The nameof anyvoter on theofficial list of voters for the constituency
—

~ shall appear on one and one only, of the part of thelist of voters alloted —

to various polling stations established in the constituency.

| 40.—(1) Each ballot box shall be made of some durable material

with a slit 0or narrow opening at the top so constructed ‘that, while the
a

. poll is open, ballot papers may be introduced therein.but cannot be
«

withdrawn therefromunless the ballot boxis unsealed and opened.

~ (2) The“ballot box shall be provided with a sealing plate, per-

manently attached, to affix the special metal seals prescribed bythe |

Commission for the use of returning officers and assistant returning

officers.

41,—(1) Every ballot paper shall be a printed paper on which the

symbol adopted by the candidate and duly registered as prescribed in |

section 83 shall be clearly set out and there shall be a blank space

at the left side. of the said symbol on which a thumb impression can

conveniently be madeand each such ballot'paper shall have a serial number —

printed or stamped on the-back and shall be attached to a counterfoil .

- bearingthe same serial numberas8printedor stamped on the backof the
=>

‘ballot paper.
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(2) The ballot papers shall be boundor attached in books containing

twenty, fifty or one hundred ballot papers, as may be most suitable for’

supplying to pollingstations according to the numberof voters in each.

42.—(1) Every candidatemay ‘by notice in writing signed by “him

and addressed to the electoral officer appoint twopersons (in this Act

referredto as “polling agents”) to attend at each polling station in the

constituency for which heiis a candidate; and the notice shall set out .

-the names and addresses of the polling agents and be given by candidates

to theelectoral officer not later than seven days before the date fixed

for.election,

section—

_ (a) an. electoralofficer, if satisfied, may permit notmore than two.

polling agents claimning to be representatives of 4 candidate to attend

7 a polling station in the interest of the candidate ; and

(6) a candidate shall notbe precluded from doing any act or thing

whichhe has appointed a polling agent to do on his behalf underthis

Act. | -
. (3) Polling agents shall have such power as the Commission may

allow for the purposes of this Act. Such polling agents shall be

persons whose names appear on the register of-votersfor.‘the Senatorial

District ¢or constituency, as the ¢case may be, iin “respect of# which. they

are appointed.

443. The Commission shall, not later than the sixth day before the

dayoftheelection, cause to be published, in such manneras it may think
a

fit, a notice specifying the following matters, thatiis to say —

@ the day and hours fixed for thepoll :

(2) Notwithstanding the requirement of subsection (1) of this

Polling
agents,

Notice of
ballot. |

lp

rm
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18.
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12
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15

16

17

49

- Questions to
be put to

- YVoters.

20

(21

22

"23

24

25

26
27

(5) the full names arranged in alphabetical ordér of surnames or

last names and places of residence and occupations of the candidates

‘remaining nominated, together with ‘the symbols allotted. to each .

candidate ;

(c) by way of‘indication, the persons entitled to vote :

(2) the location of the polling station orPolling stations, .

44. The polling stations shall be open to Voters at 7 o'clockin the

forenoon of the day fixed for the poll, and unless interrupted under the

provisions of thisAct, shall close not later than 6 o’clock in the evening

ofthatday, © oe

455—(1) At the hour fixed for opening thepoll, the presiding officer

shall, in fullview of the candidatesor their agents or the voters repre-

senting the candidates as are present, open the ballot box and ascertain

that there are no ballot papers or other papers or material1 enclosed therein

after which the ballot box shalli—

2) be locked andsealed with one ofthe special metal seals prescribed

by the Commission for the use of the presiding officer ;

_-(b) then be placed on a table in full view ofall present, and be

maintained so placeduntil the close of poll,

(2) There shall be only oneballot box for all| the candidates atany
«polling ‘station, .

46. A poll clerk may, and if required by a candidate or a polling

agent shall, at the time of his application for a vote but not afterwards,

put to the voter the following questions— |

(2) “What is your name and where do you live ?”

_(b) “Have you already voted at the present election at this or any

other polling station ?” a ~
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~ A different finger should be marked for cachelection,
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.1 47. Every person intending to vote shall Present himself to a presi- Issue orien
2 ding. officer at the polling station in the constituency in which his name ,
3 is registeredas being entitled to vote. The presiding officer after satisfying

4 himself that the name of the person. intending to vote appears onthe °
“ 5. register of voters, and that sucha personhas not already voted shall—

«6 (@) if the voter produces his voter’s registration card, mark the card
7 insucha way as to indicate that it has beenpresented and used at the
8° election : | -
9 Provided that a person ‘who satisfies thepresiding officer that his

10 registration card has been destroyed or lost or otherwisemisplaced may,
11 at the. discretion of the presiding officer, be allowed to vote ; .
12 (8) issue the voter with a ballot paper and an envelope ;3. :
13 © stamp the ballotpaper with the official mark of the polling sta-
14 tion ;

15 - @) sign his name on the back ¢of. the envelope, . ,
16 48—(1) A voter on’ receiving aballot paper— vou of
17 (a) proceeds forthwith to the voting compartment and there with
18

=

ink provided in a pad and indelible to leave mark for a period of |
19 approximately. ten: tours, makes his thumb impression on the blank
20 space on the ballot paper at ‘theleft of the symbol of the candidate
21 for whom he intends to vote; -
22 (0) inserts the ballot paperin the envelope andseals the envelope;7
3. (c). comes out from the compartment, have his thumbiinspectedby
24 | the presiding officer to satisfy the presiding officer that he has made

"his mark’on the paper and in the full view of thePresiding officer and
26 all. others _present—

27 a -(deposits the envelope containing his votein the ballot box’ ;
. 28 _ (4) havethe space betweena finger nail and the flesh of the finger

) marked with indelible ink.
°30
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1 (2) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section or

: 2 of any other section of this Part of this Act relating to the manner of

3 voting, the Commission may, by regulations made in that. behalf,

—+ 4 make arrangements-in respect of any election for the recording of

- 5 votes by mechanical, electrical, electronic or by any other means

—. 6 other than by theissue of ballot papers to voters, and the provisions of

7 thisAct relating to the mannerofvoting shall apply with such modifica-

- 8 tions as maybe necessaryfos bring them into conformity with the intend~

2 mentof this subsection.

—FPlural voting 10 49. No votershall vote for more candidates than one or recordmore
prohibited, ;

, 11 thanone vote in favour of any candidateat any oneelection.

Ballot paper 12. 50. A voter shall not place onthe ballot, paper any writing or
not to be J ; .

markedby 13. mark by which he may beidentified so howeverthat any print resulting
identification, ; a

__ _.- , 14 from the staining of the thumbofthe voter in the voting compartment

15 shall not be orbe deemed to be a mark of identification underthis

16. section.

Accidental 17 51. Avoter who by accident deals with his ballot paper in such
destruction : .
or markin : . at tk we eng . . 1: .af ballot. 8s: manner that it-may not be conveniently used as’a ballot paper, may
papers. 5 . : ‘ge : oq: eo ue19 deliver it to the presiding officer andifthe presidingofficeris satisfied that

20° the ballot paper was spoilt by accident he may }ssue another ballot

21 paper to the voter in“inplace of the ballot paper deliv.ered up, and the spoilt

ballot. paper shall be immediatelymarked as cancelled bytthe presiding

23 officer. _

Blind and ~~24 52. A voter who is blind or is otherwise unable to distinguishincapecitated - :
Foters, : . eye : :voters ' 25 symbols or whosuffers any other physical disability may be accompanied

26 into thepolling station bya friend orrelative chosen by him andthefriend

2; or relative shall, after informing the presiding officer of the disability

28 |be permitted to accompany the voterinto the voting compartment and
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1 assist the voter to makehis left thumb mark on the left side ofthe syinbol
¥
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2 nominated by the voter, to insert the ballot paper in the envelopeand to

3, seal the envelope. A voter whohas lost his left thumb may be allowed .

4 to use his:right thumb, finger,0orany other limb to make a mark on the

5. left side of the ballot paper.

6 +53, No voter shall record his vote otherwise than by personally

7 attending at the polling station and recording his vote in the mannet ”

3 prescribed by this Act.

9 - 54. Except as permitted under this Act, no- person shall be per-

io mitted to vote atany polling station other than the one to which heis

11 allotted. a _

12 55.1) Where election officers and police officers are appointed

13 for duty eliewhere than at the station at which they ¢are entitledto vote

14 and it is not. possible to release such officersto vote during the day for

15 the polling, and polling stations are within the same constituency, the

16 presiding officer at the polling station where an election officer or police

17 officer isof duty shall issue a certificate of polling dutiesin the Form

-18 ~EC. 6 inthe Schedule to this Act.,On presentation of the Form tothe

19 . presiding officer in-charge of the polling station where the officer is

- 20. registered as being entitled’ to vote, the last mentioned presiding officer

21 ntay issue in exchange a certified: extract in the Form EC. 7 in the

-22 Schedule to this Act of the register of voters or the part thereof in his

23 custody. cS

24 @) Ifa presiding officer iissues a certified extract of the register of

25 ‘yotere he shall mark the register of voters or the part thereofiin his

_26 custody with some appropriate mark and proceed asthough the officer *

Personal
attendance,

Voting at
appropriate
polling
stations.

Use of certi-
fied extract
of register in

* special cases.
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concerned had cast his ‘vote3 and the presiding officer shall retain the

Certificate of polling duties delivered to him and deal with it in the

manner prescribediin this Part. of this Act for dealing with election

papers at close of poll.

(3) Ifa presiding officer receives a certified extract of the register of

voters from another polling station, he shall treat the particulars in the .

certified extract as an addition to the register of voters or part thereof.

in his custody ; and the procedure prescribed for the day of election by

this Part of this Act shall have effect so as to enable any officer on duty in |

the polling station whois named in thecertified extract, to‘vote at that

polling station..The presiding officer shall retain the certified extract

and deal with it inthe manner prescribed bythis Part of this Act for

dealing with election papers at the close ofpoll.

56.—(1) If at the time a pévson applies for a ballot, paper, and after -

he has applied and before. he leaves the polling station, a polling agent

informsthe presiding officer that he has reasonable cause to believe that |

the applicant for the ballot paper is not the person named in the register

of Voters, and the polling agent undertakes to substantiaty a charge of |

personation in a court of law, the presidingofficer may in writing under

his hand order a’police officerto arrest such person ; andthe order of the

presiding officer shall be sufficient for the arrest.

(2) Any applicant for a ballot paper affected by subsection (1) of

this sectionshall notBeprevented from voting if he denies thecharge or

is not informed of it ; but the presiding officer shall cause the words

“protested against for personation” to be placed against the name ofthe
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1 applicant in the marked copy. of the register of voters and record this

2 on the counterfoil ofthe ballot paper. Ifany such person admits tothe

3 presiding officer that he is not the person he holds himself outto be, he

4 shall not be permitted to vote ; and ifhe has already voted,thepresiding —

5 - officer shall note thenumberof the ballot paper delivered to such person,

6 and upon countbeing taken that ballot paper shall be invalid.

7 (3) Any person arrested underthis section shall be deemed to be a

8 person taken into custody hy a police officer for an offenceiin respect of

9-whichhe may be arrested without a warrant.

10" 57.—(1) If a person claiming to be entitled to vote applies for a

“11 ballot “paper after some other person has voted in the name given bythe

12. _claimant he shall, upon satisfactory answers given to any questions put

13.‘to him by a poll clerk be entitled to receive a ballot paper in the same

14 manner as any other voter ; but the ballot paper (in this Act referred to

15 as “thetendered ballot paper”) shall be of a colour.different from the

16 ordinary ballot papers. The presiding officer shall require the voter to

17 deliver the tendered ballot paper to him instead ofallowingit to be put

18 in the ballot box, and the presiding officer shall endorse on it the name

19 of the voter and his numberin the register of voters.The ballot paper

20 shall on delivery to the presiding officer and in view ofall present be set

21 aside by the presiding officer in apacket intendedfor tendered votes, No

22, tendered ballot paper shall be counted by the returning officer.
XN

— 23. (2) The presiding officer shall, when he tendersaballot paper under

24 this section, enter the nameofthe voter and his numberin theregister of

25 voters on the list to be called ‘tendered vote list ; and the tendered. vote 5

' 26° list shall be producediin any legal proceedings arising‘out of theelection.

27 58.—(1) The presiding officer shall regulate the.admission ofvoters to.

28 the polling station andshall excludeall persons other than the candidates,

29 polling agents, pollclerks and persons lawfully entitled to be admitted,

e

&

Tendered
- ballotpapers,

Power
exclude
unauthorised
persons, etc,
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and thepresiding officer shall keep. order and comply with the require-

ments of this Actat the polling station,

(2) In the exercise of his powers undersfhis section the presiding

officer may utilise the services of a.police officer or officers available.

- 59.—(1) If a person misconduets himself at a polling station,orfails

to obey any lawful orderof the presidingofficer, the presidingofficer may

order the removal from thepolling stationof thepersonso miscohducting

himself or failing to obey a lawful order ; and Such person may be dealt -

with as for-an offence for which he may be arrested without warrant and

‘may be removed accordingly. | | |

(2) Noperson so removed shall without the permission of the |

presiding officer again: enter the polling station during the day of the

election ; but nothingin this section shall be construed so as to prohibit

a voter from recording his vote.

60.                                                 

“obstructed byriot or open violence, the presiding officer may adjourn the

‘proceedings until later in the day or until the following day ; and, after

taking such precautions as are necessary to safeguard the ballot box and

ballot papers and other election requisites, shall: thereupon’notify the _

electoral officer of the fact and the electoral officer shall inform the

Commission.. _ | .. .

(2) Whenthe poll is adjourned at anypolling station, the hours of

polling on the day to which it is adjourned shall be the same as the

original day ; and any referenceiin this Part of this Act to the closing

of the poll shall be construed accordingly.

61.—(1) Whenit is time for the closing of thepoll the presiding.

officer shall not allow into the polling station any person other than those

already inside and those in the immediate vicinity waiting to enter and

vote.
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15

94

96

28

1 (2) Novoter havingthereafter recorded hisvote shall be permitted

‘2 to. remain in the polling station unless otherwise authorised under this- het - a a | : \

#4 | 62.—(1) Immediately after the close of the poll the presiding Ballotboxes

5 officer in the presence of the poll.clerk and such candidates or their “ose of poll.

6 agents as are present, shall make up into separate packets to be sealed

7 with his ownseal and marked for identification— .

8 @) the ballot box in use at the polling station unopenedand sealed —

9 _ soasto.prevent the introduction ofadditional ballot papers 5 ~

10 (b) the marked copies of the Tegister of voters together with any

. 11 certified extracts of the. register which he has received from any other

-12 ‘residing officers underthisPart ofthis Act 5.

13° (c) the counterfoils ofused ballot Papers;;

14. (d) the tendered ballot papers;

(e) the tendered votelist ; .
16 (f)the unusedandspoilt ballot papersplaced together;3

17 (g) the statementofthe ballot papers which werenoted as invalid ;

18 (A) anycertificates of polling officers’ duties he has received from

19 - other presiding officers under this Part of this Act,

20 and when so-made up and sealed the presiding officer shall deliver

. the packiéts to the returning officer. *

22 (2) Any ballot papers whichareleft in the voting compartment and

23 . not inserted in a ballot box shall be cancelled by the presiding officer and =

24 shall be sealed up separately and be deliveredby him to the returning .

25

_

officer. | |

(3) The presiding officer shall at the sametime prepare a statement

27 ‘(in this. section called “the ballot papers account”) to°_ accompany the

| packets stating— . . . 5

. 29° (a) the numberofballot papers entrusted to him ;
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(6) the number of spoilt ballot papers ;1

2 (€) the number of unused ballot papers ;

/ 3 . (d) the, numberof tendered ballot papers i . .

: 4 (e) the number of persons marked on-the register of voters

5. (including anyadditions deemedto be made thereto in accordance with

6_ this Part of this Act) as having been . issued with ballot papers.

as 7. (4) Acandidate or his pollingagent may at any time after the making oO

8 up of the ballot papers account and before sealing for delivery verify

9 theballot Papersaccount; and if he verifies that account, the candidate

10 orhis polling agent, as the case may be, shall signhis nameontheballot

11 papers account.

- Counting So 12 63.—(1) Each candidate may appoint such number of | persons
BEER 13 (in this Act called “counting agents”) as the returning officer “tmay .

i4 approve; andsofaras practicable the numberofcounting agents approved

15 shall be sufficient to allow each candidate to be represented by a counting

16 agent at any place and time at which any part of the counting of votes

17 is taking place. Such counting agents shall bepersons whose names

18. appear onthe register of voters for the Senatorial Districtor Consti- |

~ 19 ““tuency, as the case may be, in respect of which they are appointed. |

20 (2) Notice in writing ofthe appointment stating the names and

21 addresses of the counting agents shall be given. bythe candidatetothe
22 returning officers not later than one day before theelection ;3-andif the

| 23 notice has not been given, the returning officer may refuse to admit to
24 the place where votes are counted any person claiming to be a count-

25 ing agent, a

26 - (3) Ifa counting agent dies, or becomes incapable ofacting as a
27 counting agent, a candidate may appoint another counting agent inhis
28 place, and the candidate shll immediately give notice in writing to the
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returning officer of the name and address of the counting agent sO

appjointed.

64.—(1) The returning officer shallmake arrangementsfor counting

the votesat such place as the Commission-may direct,and the counting

shall 2s soon as practicable after the termination of the voting take place

in the presence of any candidates or counting agents who wish to be

. present; and when commenced the counting of the votes shall proceed

continuously until it is completed, but subject to the allowance ofa

reasonable time for refreshment, | :

— The returning officer may if he thinks fit authorise any of his

assistants to supervise the counting of the votes and certify the same;

but nothing in this subsection shall authorise the appointment of any

candidate or counting. agent as supervisor.

(3) The returning officershall have sole charge of the counting and.

no person other than ‘the Federal Electoral Commissioners, electoral

- officers, the retutning officer, his assistants, the candidates and their

counting agents may, without the consent: of the retuming officer, be

present at the counting of the votes.

Countingof
votes.

(4)In the case of an election to the office of the President and Vice-

President or the Governor and Depitty Governor of a State—

(2) the rights’conferred ona candidate under this section shall be _

- exercisable by the candidate for the office of the President or of the

- Governoras the case may be; _

4

a) shall appoint ;

(c) the Commission shallappoint such number of personsasit may°

" consider ‘ecessary as deputy returning officers to supervise the

counting in such places ; and

(b) the counting shall take PlaceiinL such: places as the Commission -

C125 —
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19.

20°

21

(22

23

24

26

O77

(isubject to the direction and supervisionof the feturning officer,

‘a deputy returning officer.shall haveall the powers, functions and .

duties vested’ in or imposed upon a. returning officer under this -

. Actotherthan the power conferredona retutning officer by section 69,

| _ 65.--(1)Phe returningofficer shall in the presence of any candidate
or counting agents who are there, open the ballot Box. broughtfrom

each polling station in’ the constituency, thereafter, |heshall open the -
envelopes contained in the box one byone and count the votes cast for

each candidate according to the left thumb mark made on theleft side of
his. symbol on eachof the ballot papers. The ballot papers shall be kept

’ face upwards. while being counted -and when boxes fromall the polling
stations in the constituency have been opened and’ counting completed

’ the returning officer shall record on Form EC, 8 in the Schedule tothis
Act the total votes cast in favour of each candidate

- (2):In counting the votes the returning officer shall reject any

envelope which on beingopened contains more than one ballot paper
Beand shall reject anyballot paper’—

(a) found in an unsigned “envelope :3 -

(6) which does not bear the mark of the polling station or which is |
marked so as to identify the voter ;

(¢) which has not béénthumb-marked for any candidate;
(d) which has been thumb-marked for more thanone candidate.

The returning officer shall endorse his rejection on‘such ballot Papers.

If a. counting agent objects to the rejection, the returning officer shall
add the words‘‘rejection. objected to” on the ballot paper, but ‘the
count by the retursiing officer shall Proceed ass if‘objection had not been —
taken by the counting agent.
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(3) Nothing in this Act shall invalidate a ballotpaper which is

thumb-marked directly on the symbol of ‘a candidate instead of the

space provided for thumb marks so longas it isclear for whichcandidate

the vote was cast.

4 The.decision of the returningofficer on,any question arising in

respect of a ballot papershall be subject to review only in proceedings |

before a court of law by way of election petition iinstituted iin accordance

with theProvisions ofthis Act,

6. The returning offficer shall when counting is completed pre-

pare a statement showing.the numbei of ballot papers rejected, and shall

on request allow any, counting agent to copythe statement, but no can-

‘didate or counting agent shall interrupt the count so as to Tecord the _

numberof any ballot paper whetherrejected or not which he sees during

.

67. The sealed packet of tendered ballot papers, thesealed packet

containingthe marked copy. of the register of voters and the second

packet containing the counterfoils of used. ballot papers, shall notat any

time be opened bythe returning officer ; and whenthe counting of the

votes is completed he shall seal up in separate packets the counted and

rejected ballot papers, In .the presenceofany counting agents who wish

to be present, the returning officer shall then verify the ballot paper

3°

Statement -
- of rejected
papers,

Dealing with
ballot papers _
by returning’
officer,

account given him by the presidingofficer by comparingit with the total | ;

number of ballot papers delivered 'tto him. When verified the returning

officer shall prepare a statement of the result and after allowing any

counting agent wishing to do so to copy the statement, the returning

officer shall sealthe packets containing the unused, spoilt andinvalid

ballot papersand shall pack and seal those papers which he has rejected.

re.
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68A candidate or his counting agent may,if present when counting

is completed, require the returning ‘officer to make arecount, andif the

returning officer considers the request to be reasonable, he shall make the

- recount ;but no further count shall thereafter be. made except at the

direction ofa court of law on an election petition underthis Act.

69. When an equality of votes is foundto exist between any can-

didates so that the addition of a vote would entitle any one of the can- . -

didates to be declared elected, the returning” officer shall forthwith

decide between those candidates by lot, and shall proceed as if the can-

didate on whom the ‘lot falls had received oneadditional vote; and the

returning officer shal thereupon declare ‘such candidate tobe the person

elected. — oe

70. After counting thevotes and ascertaining the result ofthe polls

the returning officer shall — a

- (a) complete the certificate ofrreturninForm EC, 8 in the Schedule

to this Act ;

(6) declare the result ofthe poll by reading the completed certificate -

of return aloudinthe place of counting ; and ~

' (ce) cause to be delivered to the Commission the original of the

certificate of return.

71. The Commission shall publish in such place as it thinks fit a ;

notice of the result of the election ; and shall cause the nameof the
=

successful candidate to be endorsed on the writ and shall return the writ

to the Clerk of the ‘National Assembly or the Clerk of the State

Assembly or—appropriate authority, as the case may be, who shall

thereupon publish the result in the Federal or State Gazette.

72—(1) The returning officer shall deliver:all documents relating

to the conduct oftheelectionto the Commissionwho shall be responsible .

for their safe custody.
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“4s (2) The Commission shall retain for a period ofsix months ail

. 2 ’.the documents relating to ann election forwarded to it as required under

3 subsection (1) of this section;-and unless otherwise ordered.by a court

4 of law or notified of legal proceedings in respect of such election, it

5 Shall at the end of that period cause the documents to be destroyed. .

«6. (3) Documents in the custody of the Commission shall not be 5

7 available for any purpose except as required underan orderfor inspec- .

8 tion made by a court of lawon an election petition.

9 (4) In this section “documents” include any completed form pre-

10 scribed under this Act. |
11.73, The Commission shall— oe Reportby
12 - . (a) immediately after each general election, cause to be printed a / Giectoral
13 _ report giving,by constituencies, the number of votes polled for each Oe

14 candidate, the number of rejected ballot papers and the number of

15 names on the list of voters ‘together with any other information that
16 itmaydeemfit to include ; and -

17 | ~ (6) at the endofeach year, cause to be ptinted a similar reporton

_ the by-elections held during the year. .

19 Part T—POLITICAL PARTIES AND INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES

20 74, In this Part of this Act, unless the context otherwise requires— Interpret

21 | “association” means: any body of persons (corporate or unincor-

22 porate). who agree to act together for any common, ‘Purpose and

23° includes an association formed for any ethnic, social, cultural, |

24. occupationalor religious Purpose ;; ,

25 “independent candidate” means any citizen of Nigeria qualified to

- 26 ~ stand for and seeking clection to the office of the President or Vice=
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i Legislative House and:who is not sponsored by a political’ party for

2 election into any of the. aforementioned offices ;

3 “political Party” includes any association of.‘persons whoseactivities

4. include canvassing for votes in support of a candidate for election to the

a 5 office of President or Vice-President, Governor or Deputy: Governor
; 6 or membership of a Legislative: House or of. a Local "Government

oo “> 7 Council.

Prohibition 8 45.—(1)No association other than. a political party shall canvass_ of political
, hyassocia. 9 for votes for any candidate at an election or contribute to the funds of

Hons. 10 any political party or the election expenses of any candidate at ‘an

11 election. This is without prejudice tto the right of an independent candi-

| 12 date -to canvass for votes on his own behalf for election to any of the

13 offices mentioned in the Constitution, |

14 —&) Any association which | contravenesthe provisions of this
15 section shall be guilty of an offelice and the leaders shall be severally

16 liable oon conviction. to a fineof N5,000.

. i7 (3) The reference iiin subsection (2}- of this section to the leaders

_ 18 of-an associationis a reference to evely penn.holding aan official position

~ 19 in that association including in particularany president, chairman,

20 secretary or treasurer theréof and every shember of its committee of

- 21 management however described. . | .
"Restriction. 22 76.—(1) No association by whatever name called shall function ason formation - ,
parties, 23 a political party unless it is registered as a political party by the

24 Commission and— |

25 (a) the names and addressesof its national officers are registered

26 with the Commission :
— -. 27 (2) its membership is open to every Nigerian citizen irrespective of

28 _his place of origin,-ethnic group or sex ; .
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10

11
»

43

14

- 150

16
17

18°

19

20 -

21

- 92°

23

95

26

27

andan association which is desirous of being registered as a political

party by the Commission shall only be considered as being open to.

every Nigerian citizen as provided in paragraph (6) of subsection (1) of

this section if— | |

(i) the Commission is satisfied that it has a properly established

branchin each vfat least two-thirds of the States inthe Federation

appointed to run the affairs of each such branch office; and

(i) its organization in the Local Government Council areas inthose

States: are such thatit wili, in the opinion of the Commission, be

able to presentits programme effectively to the electorate ;

~ (d) copyofits constitution is registered in the principaloffice ofthe

Commission in such form as may be prescribed bythe Commission;

(e) any alteration in its registered constitution is also registered in -

the principal office of the Commission within thirty days ofthe making

of such alteration ; | .

 (f) its-name, emblem, or motto-has no ethnic or religious connota-

tion and does not give the appearancethat the association’s activities |

are confined to a part only of the geographical area of Nigeria :

(g) its headquarters is situated in the’ Federal Capital.

/ (2) Any association which ‘through the submission of false or

misleading information pursuant to the provisions of this section

procuresa certificate of registration shall have. such certificate ‘can-

celled bythe Commission. .

77.—(1) The programme as well as the aims and objects of a

political party shall conform withthe relevant ‘provisionsofChapterII

of the Constitution.
=

“and that officers have been duly elected or, as the case may be, duly _

Programme
and objec-
tives of
political

_ parties.
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18.
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21

22
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28
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4

5
-

q

8

9

accordance withsection 203 of the Constitution subsequently contravenes -

the provisions of that section shall have its registration certificate can-

celled by the Commission and shall thereupon ceasé to function as «a-

political party. | oo -

(4) Everypolitical |party registered under this Act shall be a body—

corporate and shal}have perpetual succession and may sue and be sued
in its corporate name. os

80. Every political party shall apply every year to the Commission

for a renewal of its: certificate of registration on payment:of $100.

Every political party which fails to apply for renewal on orbefore 31st
December each year mayhaveits certificate of registration withdrawn

brthe Commission.oe

81.—(1) Every political party which contravenes, any provision of

thisAct shallbeliable to haveits certificate withdrawn by the Commis’.
sion.

(2) Where a political party has its certificate ‘of registration with-

drawn under subsection (1) of this section, no person shall—

(2) summon a meeting of membersorofficers of thepolitical party;

ofa member.or officer of the political Party ;

| ~ (¢) publish any notice or advertisement relating to any‘such meeting;

(d) invite persons to support the political party ;i |

(e) makeanycontribution or loan to funds-held or to be held by or

for the benefit of the political party or accept any such contribution

or loan; or give any guarantee in respect of such funds as. aforesaid.

(3) Any person who contravenes the Provision of subsection 2)

of this section shall be liable on conviction to a fine of $1,000 arsix

months imprisonmentor to both such fine and imprisonment.

(d) attend or cause any person to attend any meeting in the capacity ©

a

Renewal.

_

~~ -

Withdrawal
of certifi-
cate of regi-
stration. | ,
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Symbols. 1 82.(1) There shall bea registerofsmbol kept by the Comenis

‘sion for use at elections.

(2) The leader of a political party or an independent candidate

“may apply to the Commission for. entry in._ the register of symbols.

_ of a symbol tobe used.by hispolitical party or, as the case may be,

(3) The Commission shall register ‘the symbol of a pitalparty .

2

3

4

5

. 6 of such independentcandidate at the cléctions

7

8 upon payment of the prescribed fee if it is satisfied—

9 . (a) that no other.‘symbol of the same design iiss registered ;

10 (6) that the symboliis distinctive from any: other symbol already

11 registered ; and

12. (c) that its use will not be offensive or otherwise objectionable .

13 . howsoever.

14 (4) The Commission shall without the refundof any fee remove a .

15 symbol fromtheregister of. symbols or withdraw a symbol froman

16 independent candidate if— . :

17 (2) a political party in whose nameit is registered requests the
18 removal ; or ee oo
19 (6) the Commission is of the opinion that the political party in

Oe .20

.

whose name the symbolis registered has ceased to exist or to use the
21 symbol; or ;

(22 _©@ in the case of an independent candidate, the Commission is

23 of the opinion that he no longer requires it orat the end ofthe election

24  inrespect-ofwhich iit was issued to him.

25 (5) The fee for registration of a symbolshall be N5Q@: and the

26 fee shallbe paid into the Consolidated Revenue Fundof the Federation.

27 (6) Nothingin this section shall authorise the allotment or registra-

28 tion for use at any election ofa symbol or material part of a symbol, if
29 it portrays —

30° (az) the Coat of Arms of the Federation ;
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30°

accordance with this Act, the Commissionshall allot the symbol to any —

. (8)the Coat of Armsof any other country ; +

 () any device or emblem whichiin the opinion of the Commission
‘

is normally:associated with—

@ the official acts of Government, or

(ii) any of the armed forces of the Federation or- the NigeriaPolice

. Force or other uniformed service or .

(ii) the regalia of a chief;. or

_ (i) anytribeor ethnic group ;.or |

(2). any religion or cult 3 -

(a) ‘any representation ofa person living or dead ;

_(e) any symbol or part of a symbol which under theprovisions

of this section continues to be registered by another political party -

oranindependentcandidate.

(7) "Subject to the foregoingprovisions of this section, the symhol

allotted to a political party and in use immediately before the coming
. into force of this Part of this Act shall continue. to be available to and

be ‘used by that political party without payment of the fee mentioned

in subsection (2) of this section.

83.—(1) Where a symbol is registered by a- political pparty in Allocation
of symbols. .

candidate:sponsored by ‘the political party.

‘(2) Where there iis doubt as to whether a ‘candidate iis. sponsored 7
by a political partythe Commission shall Tesolve same by consulting

the leaderofthepolitical partyconcerned.

(3) If no quorum of the Commission is available at the time,

the power conferred:by subsection(2) of this section may be exercised
a

by the Chairman.

84—() Every registered political party shall, not later than 30. Finances
ofpolitical

days from the date ofits registration, submit to the Commission a parties.

statément ofits ‘assets and liabilities as at the date ofits registration.
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24

25

26

27
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(2) Every such statement shall besigned byboth the party leader

and treasurer and shall be accompanied by an affidavit as to whether

or notthe party holds or Possesses any funds or assets outside Niigeria. |

(3) No alien and no company,firmor business enterprise not wholly

ow.ned by citizens of Nigeria shall directly orindirectly make any

‘contribution or loan (whether iin cash. or kind) to funds heldor tobe

held by or‘for the benefit of any political party.and no’ politcal party

or person whatsoever shall demand,obtain or acceptany such contribu-

tion or loan

1

from any alien or from any company, firm or business

enterprise not wholly owned by citizens of Nigeria,3

(4) Every political party shall submit to the Comraission a detailed |

annual statement and analysis of its sources of funds and other assets:

‘together with a similar statement of its expenditure iin ‘such formas

the Commission mayrequire. | oe |

(5) Nopolitical party shall hold or possess any funds or other

assets outside Nigeria nor shall it be entitled to retain any fundsor

. assets remitted or sent to it from outside Niigeria, and any‘such funds or

other assets remittea orsent to a political party from outside Nigeria

, shall bepaid over or transferred to the Commission within 21 days of its

receipt with such information as the Commission may require.

| bet(6) The Commission shallhave power to give directions to political

parties regarding the books or records of financial transactions which

they shallkeep and to examineall such books and records,

(7) The ‘powers conferred on the Commission- under subsection

(4) of this section may:be exercised by. it throughany member of its

‘Staff or any person who is an auditor by profession, and who |is not a

memberof a political party.
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85. The statement referred to in section 84 of this Act shall be in

respect of the period 1st January to 31st December in each year, so how-

ever that in the year in which this Act comies into the operation, it shall
be for the period beginning with the registration or renewalofregistration

of such party and ending on the following 31st December.

86.—(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Part of this

Act,the statement relating to the election expenses of a political party as
prescribed in section 91 ofthis Act shall be submitted to the Commis-

sion in a separate audited account as in Form PP.3 in the Schedule to

this Act not later than 90 days from the date of the election.

(2) For the purpose of determiningelection expenses referred to in

section 91

following shall be taken into consideration, thatis to say—

(a) all amounts expended by the party for each and every candidate

sponsored by it ;

(6) allthe amounts paid outbythe party for any services whatsee yer
connected with or pertaining to the election ;

(c) all liabilities incurred and not paid for by the party in connection

with or pertaining to the election :

(2) the open market value of all goods donated and services render-

ed, other than volunteer labour by registered members of the party;

(2) hiring expenses ofhalls and other meetings venues :

(f) the cost of advertisements of all types in connection with or

pertaining to the election including advertisements by means of radio

and television broadcasting, cinematograph, newspaper, handbilis and

posters and in any other form whatsoever.
87. Every statement of assets and liabilities required to be

Publishedby a political party pursuant to section 94 of this Act shali be

publishedby the political party concerned and at its own expense in the.

of this Act, but withoutprejudice to its generality, the

. Period to be
covered by

annual
Statement

required by
Act.

2

Staternent aa
to-election
expenses,-

Publication
of statement
of asssis
and Habi-
littes.
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Restriction
on member-
shipof
political
patties,

Annual
report on
finances of
political
parties...

-. Federation,

Gazette andin at least three newspapers having wide circulation in the
=

88.—(1) No person who is below the ast ofe18 years shall bea

a&member of any political party. - jf
ca

. 8

(2) No political party shall enrol or have on2 its membership roll,

either directly: or by the establishment ofa youth wing, any person under

the age of 18 years. ;

(3) No alien shall be eligible to hold office iin,or be a founding,

ordinary or other memberof a political party.

(4) The relevant provisions of sections 84 to 88 of this Act'shall

apply mutatis mutandisto an independent candidate as if references to

a political party were teferences to an—seand zefer-

"ences to dateofregistration ofa political party shall‘he construedto mean

the date that the application of an independent candidate to stand for

anelection was approved by the Commission.

(8) An independent candidate who contravenes_any of the relevant

provisions of sections 84 to 88-of this Act shall be guilty ofan offenceand ©

liable on conviction to a'fine of N11000 or to imprisonment | for a term

of six monthsor to both such fine and iimprisonment,

(6) Any political party which contravenes the provisions of sub-

section (2) of this section shall be guilty ofanoffence andliable on con-

viction to a-fine of 45,000 for the first offence and tora fine of
—=a _-

2¥10,000 for a second or any subsequent offence.

89.—(1) The Commission’shall in very year prepare ‘and sub-

| mit tothe National Assembly a report on‘heagtiount and balance

sheet of every political party.

(2) It shall be the duty of the-Commission in preparingits report —

under this sectionto carry out such investigations as will enable it to
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form an opinion as to whether proper books of accounts arid proper

records have been kept by any political party; and if the Commission

is of the opinionthat Proper books of accounts have not beenkept by

a.political party, the Commission shall so report.

C 139

3) Every member of the Cominission or any person duly authorised

by the Commission shall have a right of access atall times to the books

and accounts and vouchers ofall. political parties and shall be entitled

" to require from the officers of the party such information and explana-

tions as he thinks necessary fot the performanceofhis duties under.this

Act ; andif the Commission or anymember thereoffails to obtain all the

information ‘and explanations which, to the best ofits or his knowledge

and belief,are necessary for the purpose of any such investigation, the

Commission.or member concerned shall state thatfact in the report and

in addition the Commission may withhold payment of the annual

grant and any other moneys dueto any such Political party uritil it

complies.

90.—(1) The Commission may approve agrant for disbursement

to political parties thatwill contest any general elections and the total

block. grant to be made available by the Commission for this purpose

shall be the sum arrived at by multiplying ten kobo by the total number

of names appearing in the final list of voters in-all the Federal con- -

stituencies in the Federation.

(2) TheCommission shall disbursethe block grant to the registered

political. partiesas follows —

(a) fifty per centof the block grant shall be shared equally among

all the political parties that have candidatesfor elections in not less ,

than 20 per cent of the constituencies for the particularelection at the

cormmencement of campaigns forvotes:

Grantsto
* political
Parties.
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1 (@) the remaining ft per cent of the block grant shall be shared

an 2 amongthe political parties, after the results of the election have been
2 _ 3 known in the proportion ofofthe number of seats won by:each party jin

4 - the Senate andthe Houseof

+

Representatives, thatis to say,a political
5 party whichsecures ten.percent,t, fifty-five per cent or eighty perocent

6 . of the seats draws ten per cent,fifty-five per centor© eighty.per ¢cent
7 of the remaining grant, as the case may be. a

“8 (3) The Commission shall iin each financial yeat approve a grant
9 for disbursement to political parties, not being less than one-half of the

|

10 atsum arrived at in accordance with calculations made pursuant to sub- _
1 section (1) of this section :

|
12 | Provided that no such grantshshall be made in any year where a
13. grant is payable to pole parties pursuant to subsection’ (1) of this -
14 section. ; os — \

15 | (4) The Commission shail—_ the block grant mentioned in
_ 16 subsection (3) of this section as follows— ; .
17 | (a) to existing political parties, after making allowance (if circum-

138 tances so require) for the sums mentioned in paragraph (8) below, inin

19 Proportion tothe number of seats won by each party andstill held by .
20 it, immediately before the. beginning of the financial year concerned

to 21 in the ‘Senate and the House of Representatives as ihudtrated ie!in -

22 paragraph (6) of subsection (2) of this section ; and 4

: 23 (b) to each and every political party registered in-between clectiois?

| 24

—

one-halfof the least sum receivable by an existing political party under
25 paragraph (2) above, so however that where such a party wins seats

26°~ in the National Assembly following by-election ‘the Commission
-
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may choose whichof either, but not both, formulae should be appli-

‘ to such party. -

91.—(1) For the purposes of an ‘election, “election expenses”

means expenses incurred by a ‘political party within theperiod from the

date notice is given by the Commission to conduct an election up to

and including the polling day in respect of the particular election.

: (2) Election expenses incurred by a political party for the manage-

ment orthe conductof anelection shall not exceed in the aggregate the:

sumdetermined by multiplying. twenty kobo by the numberof names

appearingin the final voters’ list for each constituency where there is a

candidate sponsored by thepolitical.party.

- (3) In the case of an independent candidate, the election expenses

incurred by him for the management and conduct.of an election shall _

not exceed. in the aggregate the ssum determined by multiplying five

kobo by the number of nnames appearing inthe finalvoters listt for his
constituency.

(4) Blection expenses of a politcalparty shall be submitted to the
Commission in a separate audited return, within three months after -

polling day. The- return shall be signed by the party’s auditor and
_ counter-signed by the party leader and shall be supported by a sworn

- affidavit as -to the correctness. of its contents. The Commissionmay

cause ‘the return so submitted to be published. .

(5) The return referred to in subsection (4). of this section shall

show the amountof money expendedby or on behalf of the party on

election expenses, the items of expenditure and commercial value of
goods and services received for election purposes.

(6) Any political partywhich incurs election expenses beyond the

‘limit stipulated is guilty ofan offence and shall be liable on conviction

cable in the case of the party concerned, whicheveriis more favourable

- Election
expenses of

_ Political
parties,
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fe
nd
,

to a fine of N10,000 payable jointly by the party leader and the party
d
S

treasurer,

(7) Any political party which fails to submit to the Commission thera
e)

audited return of election expenses as required insubsection (4):of this

section or contravenes any provision of that subsection Shall be guilty *

A
n

p

of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of 3310,000

ayable jointly by the party leader and theparty treasurer,a h
r
y

8 (8) The provisions ofsubsections (4), (5), (6) and (7) ofthis section

=
) an hall apply mutatis mutanidis to an independent candidate but forrefer-

 
10. ences to a ‘fine of 910,000 in subsections (6) and (7) there shall be sub-

_ il stituted the sum of N3,000.

12 Parr IV—Exscrora OFFENCES -
Offences in _olationto" 13 | 92, Any person who .

: wm 14 (a) without. proper authority, ‘destroys, mutilates, defaces or
ee 15 removes-or makes any alteration in any noticé or document required

16 for the purpose of registration under this Act; or

“17 (b) knowingly gives false information or makés «a false statement

18 with reference to any application for registration.of his nameor with |
19 reference to any objection to the retention of the name of a person

a 20 on the register of voters; or j

_ 21 (c) procures himselfto be or does any act whereby heiis. bywhat
—

22 nameordescription so ever, included in the register of voters for more

_23 than one constituency or more than once in the register of votersfor
a. 24 a constituency in which heis entitled to be registered; or

25 » (da). publishes any statement, rumouror report which he knows to
| 26

_

befalse or does not believe to be true so as to preventpersons who are
27 qualified to register from registering aas. voters; or —
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— _

(e) makes in any record, register ordocument which heis required
to prepaie, publish or keep for the purpose of registration, any entry
_or statement which he knows to be false or does not. believe to be.

true jor

(f) impedesor obstructs a registration officer ora revising officeriin:
the performance of his duties ;3 OF.

- (g) without proper authority, wears the badge of a registration or ©
assistant registration officer or wears any other badge purportingto be

the badge of a registration officer or assistant registration officer ; or
(h) forgesa registration card ;

shall be guilty of an offence and able on conviction to a fine of 3500
or to six months imprisonment or to both.

93.—(1) Every person commits an offence who does any of the
following, that jis to say—

(2) forgesany nomination paper;

— wilfully defaces or destroys any nomination paper ;

(c) delivers to an electoral officer any nomination paperknowing it
to be forged ;

‘(@) signs a nomination paper as a candidate|in more than one
constituency ;3

(e) forges any ballot paper or official mark on any ballot paperor any
certificate or return ;

(f) wilfully destroysany ballot 1pager 0or official mark onany ballot
paper orany certificate or return ; .

(g) withoutproper authority supplies a ballot paperto any person ;
h) wilfully places: in any ballot box any unauthorised paper 5.Pp

(¢) wilfully removes from a polling station any ballot paper whether
_ or not the ballot paper was issued to him in that polling station ;

Offences in
respectof
nomination,

- ete,

.
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- may be secretly diverted, misplaced or manipulated ;

(j) without, proper authority destroys or-in any other manner

interferes with a ballot box or its contents or any packet of ballot

papers then in use for the purpose of the election ;
(A). signs a nomination paper consenting to be a candidate at an

election knowing that heis ineligible to be a candidateat the election ;

(2) without proper authority prints a ballot paper or what purports

to be or is capable of being used as a ballot paperat an election;;

- (m) being authorised by the Commission to}print ballot papersprints
more than the numberor quantity the Commission authorised ;

(x) manufactures, constructs, imports,into ‘Nigeria, has in his
possession, supplies to any election officer or uses for thepurpose of an

election, or causes tobemanufactured, constructed orimported into
Nigeria, supplied to any election officer or used for the purposeofany

election, any ballot box incuainigty compartment, appliance,
device ormechanism on. or by whigh-a ballot paper may or could be

secretly placed or stored iin, or havingy been deposited during polling
fi

and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of 231000, or to imprisonment
“for twelve months or to.both.

_@) An attempt to commit anyoffence under this section shall be
punishable iin the same manneras the offence itself.

mex

(3) Where.any person is convicted of an offence under this section

“he shall in addition to any penalty imposed on conviction be deemedto
be guilty of a corrupt practice undersections 98 and 103 of this Act
and thosesections shall haveeffect accordingly.

(4) In any prosecution for an offence under this section it shall,

-27. where appropriate, be sufficient evidence of ownership if the property in

28 the papers; boxes and instruments iis stated to beiin the Commission
29 until the contrary is proved.



Electoral - 1981 No..

 

17

25

28 200 or toimprisonment for three months or to both.
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1 94, Any officer appointed for the purposesof this Act, who with Uyreliction
2 out lawful excuse is.guilty of .any act or omission in breach of his uty.
3 official duty conimits an offence against the Act and shall be liable on _
4 conviction to a fine of. *¥1,000 or to imprisonment for twelve months. . .
5. 95,—(1) Any person who, at apoliticalmeeting heldiim any con- Disocdery
6 stituency after the datewhenan election has been announced— | . meeting
7 _ (@) acts or incites anotherto act in a disorderly manner for the
8. purpose of Preventingthe transection of the business for which the .
9 | meetingwas convened:; or .

yo10 ©) has in his possession an:offensive weapon ormissiles;
11 shall be guilty ofan offence and liable on conviction to a fine of
12 341,000 orimprisonment for twelve months ;or to both.
13 (2) Inthis section, ‘‘offensive Weapon or missiles” means. any .

| 14 _cannon, gun, rifle, carbine, machine gun, cap-gun, flint-lock gun, :
15 revolver, pistol, airgun,airpistol, or other firearms (whether whole or
16 in detached Pieces), bow and arrow, spear, cutlass, matchet, knife,. we

dagger, cudgel, horse-whip or- any piece of ‘wood, metal, bottle, or
18 stone capable ofbeing used asa missile or offensive weapon..

“19 _ 96, Any person who—
Improperuse
of registra.

20 (a) being entitled to a registration card, hands it when received by tion cards,
21 him to somepersonother than an officer appointed andacting in the
22 —_—courseofhis duty underthis Act ; .
23° 0) not being an1 officer and actingiin the courseofhis duty under ,
24 this Act, receives any registration card iin the name of some other

person ; or | | .
26 (c) hasin his possession more than onetegistration card,
27 shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine 9of
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97.—(1) No person shall provide for the purpose of any person

to a registration office or to a polling station any Government vehicle or

boat, or any vehicle or boat belonging to a publiccorporation except in

respect of a person who is ordinarily entitled to use such vehicle or

boat. | :

(2) Notwithstanding ththe provisions of subsection (1) of this section

the Commission may by notice in the Gazette resttict orlimit the useof .

vehicles of"any Particular description orany water ‘transport at an

election, | :

” (3) Any person who contravenes the provisions of this section shall

. be guilty of an offenceand liable on conviction toa fineof 100 or

to imprisonment for one month or to both.

-  98.—(1) Ifatan\ election, a candidate commits or is deemed under

this Act to have committed any offencewhereby he is guilty of any |

corruptpractice,andthat candidate is elected,his election shall be invalid.

(2) Forthe purposesofthis section, acandidate shall be deemedto |

have committed a corruptpractice, ifitwascommittedwithhisknowledge

and consent, or with the knowledge and consent of any person acting

under the general, or special authority of thecandidate with reference |

to the election. |

(3) Every corrupt practice shall be an offence.under this Ack,

99—(1) Any person who— | “=

- (a) applies under this Act to beincludedin anylist of voters jinithe

nameof some other person, whether such 1name is that ofa person :

. living or-dead or ofa fictitious person; 7

| (b) having once© to his knowledge been properly includedin alist ~

of voters underthis Act as a-voter entitledto vote ata pending election,

applies, except as authorised by this Act, 1to be included in any other
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22

23

24

25

26

28

list ofvoters prepared for any constituency asa voter at the same

election ;

person ; _ ae F ,

_ anotherballot paper;

_ (e) votes or attempts to vote at-an: election knowing that heiis not

“qualified to voteat the election ; or

(f) induces or procures any other person to vote at an election .

knowing that such other.Personisis not qualified to vote at theelection,

‘Shall beguilty of personation,

*(2) Any person who commits the offence of. personation or who
aids, abets, counsels or Procures the commission of that offence shall

be liable on convictionto afine of8500 or imprisonmentforsix months

or to both, =. .

(3) No person charged with the. offence of -Personation shall be

convicted excepton the evidenceofat least two witnesses,

~ 100. Every person shall be guilty of corrupt practice and commits

the offence of treating who—

(a) corruptly by himself or by any other person at any time after

the date of an election has ‘been announced, directly or indirectly

- gives or provides or pays, wholly or in part the expense of giving

or pioviding any food, drink, entertainment or provision to or for

any"person for the purpose of corruptly influencing that person or

‘any other person to vote or refrain from voting at such election,

or on account of such person orany other person having voted or

refrained from voting at such election ; or

(d) having voted once at an election applies at the sameelection for _

(e) applies for a ballot paper in the nameof some other person, ~

whether such nameis that of a personliving or dead or of a fictitious

Treating.
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1 (6) being a voter, corruptly accepts or takes any such’food, dink [

entertainment or provision during any such period,
%

-

and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of 941,000or to imprisonihent

2

3

4 fortwelve months or to both. on .

Undue 3 101. AnyPerson who directly orindirectly, by himselfor by any
6 other person. onhis behalf, makesuse of or threatens to make use of,

~7 anyforce, violence, or restraint, or whoinflicts or threatens to ‘inflict’

8 by himself or by any otherperson, any temporal or spiritual iinjury,

9 damage, harm orloss upon or against any person, in order to induce”
10 or compel anyone torefrain from standing as a candidate or to vote or

11 refrain from voting, at any election, or who: by abduction, duress, or
“12 any fraudulent device or contrivance impedes or prevents the free use of

| 13 the vote by any voter or thereby compels, induces orprevails upon ae
14 voter either to give or refrain from giving his vvote.at any election orto *
15 compel a candidate to stop canvassing for votes for himself shall be
16 guilty ofa corrupt practice, and commits the offence of:undue:influence,

> 17- and shall be liable on conviction to.a fine of 21,,000 or imprisonment -
18 for twelve months or to both.

Bribery. 19 102—(1) Any person shall be guilty of corrupt practice and

20 commits the offence of bribery who— pg .
21 a) directly or indirectly by himself or by any other person on
22 his behalf, corruptly gives, lends or agrees to give orlend, or offers,
23 promises, or promises to procure or to endeavour to procure, any
24 money or valuable consideration to or for any voter, or to or for any

-25 person on behalf of any voter, orto or for any other person, in order
26

=
~

to induce any voter tovote or refrain from voting, or corruptly does
27 : any such act as aforesaid on account of such voter having voted or”
28 refrained from Voting, at any election;3 or
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14

15

16
17

. 18

19

20

() directly or indirectly, by himself or by anyother person on his

behalf, corruptly gives or procures, or agrees to give or procure, or

offers, promises to procure or to endeavour to procure, any office, .

place or employmentto or for any voter or to or for any person on

“behalf of anyvoter, or to or for anyother person,in order to induce

any voter to vote or refrain from voting, or corruptly does any such
‘act asaforesaid on accountof any voter“having voted or refrained from

voting at any election ; or.

(c). directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other person on his

_ behalf; corruptly makes any gift loan, offer, promise, procurement or

agreement ‘as aforesaid to or for any person, in order to induce such
"person to procure or to endeavourto procure thereturn of any person

asamember of a Legislative House or to an elective office or the vote
of any voterat any election ; or

(4) upon orin consequence of any gift; loan, offer, promise,
procurementor agreementas aforesaid, corruptly procures, or engages"
or promises or endeavours to procure, the return: of any person as a
member ofa Legislative House orto an elective office or the vote ofany
voter at any election ; or

(e) ‘advances or pays or causes to be paid any moneyto or for the use
of anyotherperson, with the intent that such moneyor anypart thereof “

shall be expended in bribery at any election, or who knowingly paysor
- causes to be paid, any moneyto any person in dischargeor repayment

of any moneywholly or in part expendedin briberyat any election; o

—Of) after any election directly, or indirectly, by’ himself,

- or by cany other person on his behalf receives any money

‘or valuable: consideration on account of any person “having

voted or refrained from voting, or having inducedany other personto
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Disqualifi-
cation for
certain
corrupt
practices,

Requirement
of secrecy,

1 _ Voteor refrain from voting‘or having induced any candidate to refrain '

2 . from canvassing for votes for himself at any such election.-

3 «(2) A voter shall be guilty of a corrupt practice and commits an

4° offence of bribery whobefore or during an election directly oor indirectly

5 himself or by any other person on his behalf, receives, agrees or contracts

6 for any money, gift, loan, or valuable consideration,office, placeor
7employment, for himself, or for any otherperson, for voting or agreeing =

8 to vote orfor refraining or agreeing |to refrain from votingat any such
9. election.

” 10 (3) Nothing in this section shall extend or- apply tto money paidor

11. agreed to be paid for or on account of any lawful expenses: bona‘fide
12 incurred at or concerning any election,
13 (4) Any person who commits the offenceof bribery shall be liable

14° onconvictiontoafine of ¥2,000 orimprisonment for twoyearsor to both.
15 103. Any person guilty ofcorrupt practice whois convicted of the

16 offence of personation, treating, undue influence, or bribery oor is

17. convicted ofaiding, abetting, counselling or procuring the commission

18 of the offence of personation or, being convicted of any other offence

- 19. under this Part of this Act is deemedfor thethepurposes ofthis section tobe

20 guilty ofa corrupt practice andshall,in addition to any other penalty, be.

21. disqualified during a period offouryearsfrom thedate of his conviction—
22 (a) from being registered as a voter or voting at any election; or

23. (b) from being elected under this Actorifelected before his convic-

24 tion, from retaining the office to whichhe was elected. ,

25 104.—(1) Every person in attendance ata polling station including

26 every officer charged with the conductofanelection and his assistants and
27 every polling agent, counting agent and candidate iIn attendance at a
-28 rolling station or at the counting of votes, as the case may be, shall
29. aintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy ofthe voting.
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(2) No. person in attendanceat a polling booth. under this section —
shall, except for some purpose authorised by law, the proof whereof

shall lie upon him, communicate before the poll is closed to any person

information as to the name or number onthe register of any voter who

has or has not votedat the place of voting.

- (3) Noperson shall— :

(a)interfere with avoter casting hisvote, or by any othermeans

obtain or attempt to obtain in a polling station information as to the

candidate for whoma voterin that place is aboutto vote or has voted; or

_ (6) communicateat anytimeto any otherpersoninformationobtained ~

ina polling station as to the candidate for whom

a

voterin that place

‘is about to vote «orhas voted.

4) Any person acting contrary.to the provisions of this section

commits anoffence andshall be liableupon conviction to a fine of200 ,

or to:imprisonment for three months;and shall inaddition tothe penalty

imaposed on conviction be deemed to be guilty of a corrupt practice for .

the purposes of sections 98 and 103 of this Act and those sections shall

have effect accordingly, ~

~ 105. Any person who—

. (2) votes at anelection or induces or procures any person to vote

at an election, knowing that he or such person is prohibited from

vgting thereat . or . .

(8) before or during an election, publishes any statement of the

withdrawal of a candidate at such election knowingit to be false or

recklessly aas to its truth or-falsity, and the statementislikely to0 pro-

“mote or Procure the election of anothercandidate ; or

(c) before or during anelectionpublishes any statement as to the

personal character orconduct of a candidate calculated to prejudice

‘the chanceofelection of the candidate or to promote or procure the

Wrongful
voting and
false state-
ments.
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election of another candidate and such statementis3 false and was

published without reasonable grounds for belief. by the person -

publishing it that the statement was true, .

shall be guilty of an illegal practice and liable on conviction to a fine of

331,000 or imprisonmentfora term of twelve months or to both, and’

shall in addition to any penalty imposedon conviction, be deemed to

be guilty ofa corrupt practice for the purposes of sections 98 and 103 of*

this Act and those sections shail ‘have effect accordingly.

106.—(i) Any person who knowingly votes or"attempts: to vote

ina constituency in respect of which his nameisnot onthe register of

voters shall be guilty. ofaroffence and liable on conviction toa fine ‘of

38200 or to imprisonment for three monthsor to both.
-

(2) Anyperson who atan election bringsiinto apolling stationaballot

paper issuedto another person shall be guilty of an offence andliable on

conviction toa fine of 33500or to.imprisonment for six months or to both.

(3) Where, any person is convicted of an offence underthis section

he shall, in addition to any penalty imposed _on conviction, be deemed

to be guilty of a corruptpractice for the purposes of sections 98 and 103°

lofthis Act, and those sections shall have effect accordingly.

_107. Any person who atan election acts or incites others to act in

a disorderly manner for the purpose ofpreventing or obstructing the ;

conduct of such election shall be guilty of an offence andbe liable on.

conviction to a fine of 81,000 or imprisonment for a term of twelve

months or to, both, 
! 108.—(1)-No person shallon the date on which clection iis held

do any ofthe followiing’‘actsoF things in a polling station or within a

distance of three hundred metres of a polling station, that is to say,

(a) canvassfor votes 3



a
h

10

11

2

13
14

15

16

17

18

1g

20

22
93

_ 24

» 25

26

27

28

Electoral - 1981 No.

(b) solicit the vote ofany voter ; 5

(e) persuade any voter not to vote for any particular candidate ;

‘(d) persuade any voter notto voteat theelection ;

‘(e) shout slogans concerning the election ;

(f) be in possession ofany offensive weapon orwear any dress or

have any facial oor other decoration whichin any event is calculated

_to intimidate voters 5

(g) exhibit, wear or tender any notice, symbol, photograph or

party card referringto‘theelection;5 .

(A) use any vehicle bearing the colour or symbol of a political

party by any means whatsoever 3; | | .

(2) display by any. means on a vehicle the name or photograph of

the candidate ; | |

(7) loiter withoutlawful excuse after voting orbeing refusedto vote.

(2) Nopersonshall ina constituency on the day on whichanelection

ishelld— | |
(a) convene, hold or attend any public meeting ; or

. (6) unlessappointed underthis Act to make official‘announcements,

_operate any. megaphone, amplifier or"public address: apparatusfor *

the purpose ofmaking announcements concerned with theelection :jor |

(c) wear orcarry any badge, poster, banner, flag or symbol relating

toa political party or to the election.

section shallbe guilty. of an offence and liable on conviction toa fine of

33200 orimprisonment.for three months forevery such offence.
\

109, Where any person is convicted of an offence under this Part

of this Act, the effect of which is to disqualify such person from being

registered as a-voter, or from being elected to any of the Legislative

(3) Any person acting contrary to any of the provisions of this

C153

Federal
Electoral
Commission
to be notified
of certain
convictions.

*
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‘Houses, or elective offices, the court by which he is convicted shall

notify the Commission of theconviction’; and in the event of an appeal

the courthearing the appeal shall give notice of the result of such appeal

tothe Commission. .

_ 110.—(1) Every:registered political party that* through any person

acting on its behalf— a .

(a2) during two‘days before polling day advertises on the facilities

of any broadcasting undertaking ; or

(4) procures for publication or acquiesces in the publication,

duringthe period described iin paragraph (a) of an advertisement in

a newspaper, for the purpose of promoting or opposing a particular |

political party0or the election of a particular candidate, :

is guiltyof an offence against this Act and upon.conviction shall beliable

to a fine of 5,000.
~

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1) of this section, a notice of

: a function, meeting or other event that-the leader of a political party

intendsto attendora noticeof invitation to'meet the leader ofa political

party at a specified place shall be deemed notto be an advertisement for

the purpose of promoting or opposing a particular political party,‘or

the electionof aparticular candidate.

(3) A prosecution for an offence under this section may be brought

againsta politicalpartyand in the name ofthat party and,for the purposé

of any such prosecution only, the political ‘party shal] be deemed to

be a person and any act or thing done or omitted by an officer of a 
political party within the scope of his authority to act on behalfof the

political party shall be deemed to be an act or thing done or omitted

by that party.
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111. Every candidate who0 directly or= through any person acting .1

2. on his behalf—

(2) during two days immediately preceding polling day, or on

polling dayadvertises on the facilities ofany broadcasting under-

_ taking ; or .

the period described inparagraph (c) of an advertisementiin a news-

- paper, for the purposeofpromoting or opposing a particular registered

0
OO

N
S

DBD
HM

B®
W
w

_ party or the election of a particular candidate;3

10 is guilty of ann offence against this Act and on conviction shall be liable

11 toafineof 500 orto imprisonment for sixmonths..

12 112.—(1)Every person who withintent to influence persons to

13 give or refrain:from giving their votes at ¢an election, uses, aids, abets,

14 counsels or procures the use of any broadcasting of matter having

15 reference to anelection is guilty of an illegal practice and an offence

16 against this Act and shall on conviction be liable to a fine of 500 or to

7imprisonment for six months. —

18. (2) Wherea candidate or any person acting on behalf of the candi-

19 date, with the .candidate’s actual: knowledge ‘and consent, broadcasts

20 outside of Nigeria a speech or any entertainment or advertising pro-

21 gramme during an lection, in favour of or on behalf of any political

22: party or any candidate at an election, the candidate is guilty of an illegal

23 practice and an offence against this Act and on conviction shall be

24 liable to a-fine ofN60 or to imprsonmentfor six months.

25 - (3) Every candidate who directly orthrough any otherperson or -

- 26 association acting on his behalf,engages in campaigning or broadcasting

27 based onreligious, tribal, or sectional bias for the purpose of promoting

28.. or opposing a particular political party or the election of a particular

(8) procures for publication or acquiesces in the publication during :

Limitation
on political -
broadcasting

‘paigning by
candidate.

Broadcast a
from outside
Nigeria,etc.,
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1 candidate, is guilty of anoffence against this Act and on conviction shall _

.2> beliable to a fine of 81,000or imprisonmentfor one yearor to both.

3Part V—LE&EGAL PROCEEDINGS TO QUESTION _THE VaLiptry OF AN

4 ELECTION

Proceedings 5 113-—(1) No election and no return to the Senate, the House ofto question .
an election. . , , ;

6 Representatives or any State Assembly or to any elective office shall

SI
]

10

i

12

22

23

24

25

IR

27

‘be questioned in any other mansier except by a petition complatning -

about theelection or thereturn-and presented to the competent High

Court in accordance with the provisionsofthisAct.

(2) In this section “competent Hich Court” means—n “competent Hig
(a) in any case involving the office of President or Vice-President,

the Federal High Court and on the cominginto force of section 262of

the Constitution, the High Court of the Federal Capital Territory

established pursuant to. section 263 ofthe Constitution ;

(6) in anycase involving any otheroffice, the High Court of the

State as respects which suchoffice is established undet the. Cons-

titution ; and

(c) in any case involving the membership of or the seat of a person

in a Legislative House, the High Court of the State where 'the Sena-

—

memberor personis located.

jor Deputy Governor, the Chief Judge of the Federal High Court or the High Court ofaa State as the case may be, shall determine the number

of judges that shall constitute the Court .

torial district, Federal constituency or State constituency “of that

(3) For the Purpose of exercising any jurisdiction conferred by ,

any case involving threolfice of President, Vice-President, Governor|

ae

this Actt upon the Federal High Courtor the HighCourtof a'State, in - -
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(4) A petition to question an election or return shall be presented

to the competent High Court not later than 3 days fromthedate that the

result of the election iis declared and shall be commenced—
.

(a)iin the case ofthe election of President.or Vice-President, in

the Federal High Courtestablishedin the place where the capital of

the Federal Republicof Nigeriaissituated; ___ - .

(b) in the case of the election of Governor or Deputy Governor of

a State, in the High Court established in the place where the capital

' of the State is situated ; and:

(c) in all othercases, the High Court of the State established for

or havingjurisdiction in the Senatorialdistrict, Federal constituency

or State constituency ffor which the candidate was elected.

114.-                                                

pétition under this Act unless—

(a) heiisa person claiming to have had a right to be returnedat

the election ; or

(b)-he is a person alleging himself to have been a candidate at the

election ; OF - " |

(c) his nameis on the register of voters for that constituency.

2) In any petition, the respondent to such petition shall, be—

* (a) the successful candidate ; and

(6) the Chief FederalElectoral Officer of the Federation where the

petition relates to the election of the President or Vice-President; or

(c) the Chief Federal Electoral Officer ofthe State wherethe elec-

tion relates to the election of the Governoror Deputy Governor of

that State ; or .

(d) the Federal Electoral Officer for aSenatorial district, a Federal

constituency or State constituency Where the election relates to the

election ofa senator, a memberof the House of Representatives ora

Rightto
present a

petition.
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member of a State Assembly, as the case may be ; |

‘and wherea petition complains of the conduct of aa returning officer, |
he shall forall purposes be deemed to bea respondent.

115.—(1)An election may be questioned on any of the following .

grounds,that is to say— - ~ .
(a):‘that a person.whoose election is- questioned was, at the time of

the-election, not qualified to be elected ;

(5) that the election was invalid by reason of corrupt practices or

non-compliance with theProvisions ofPart If ofthis Act ;

(c) that the respondent was, at the time of the election, not duly

elected by majorityof lawful votes at the election ; |

(2). that the petitioner was. validly xnominated but was unlawfully

excluded from the election.

(2) An act or omission which is contrary to an instruction or

direction of the Commission or anyofficer appointed for the purpose of |

the election, but which iis not contrary to Part IT of this Actshall nott of

itselfbea ground upon which an election may be questioned.

116.—(1) An election shall not be invalidated by reason of non-

compliance withPart It of this Act if it appears to the Court having

cognisance of the question that the election was conducted substantially .
in accordance with the provisions of the said Part II and that the non-

: ‘compliance did not affect the result of the election.

(2) Anelection shall notbe questioned by reason of a defect in the .

title or want of title of the person conducting the election if ‘pet person

wasthen in actual possession of, or acting in, the office giving the right to-
conduct an election,

117.—(1) Any question as to whether the seat of any memberofa
Legislative House has become vacantshall be referred to and decided by
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.
1 the Court in accordance with the procedure prescribed fortheadjudica-

_tion of a petition.

(2) Proceedings under this section in relation to a question as to -
whether the seat ofamember has become vacant may be instituted byany

=

member represents,
+

(3) The Court shall certify its decisioniin writing tothe Commission.
118.—(1) The petition shall state the facts andgrounds on which the Contents of

2

3

4

5 person whois qualified as a voteriin the constituency which the elected6
.

7

8
, the petition,9 petitionerrelies for invalidating the election and shall also state the name

10 and address of any otherperson or persons affected by the petition and
11 the petition shall be iin the Form EC.10 in thee Schedule to this Act and
12. shall include brief statements

13 (a) of the right of the petitioner to present the ” petition; and
14. - of the: holding and result of the election. and of the facts and >

- 15 grounds relied upon to sustain the Prayer of the petition.

16 - (2) The petition shall be divided into paragraphs each of which, as
17° nearly as may be, shall be confined to adistinct portion of the subject
18 and all the paragraphs shall be numbered consecutively,

_19 (3) The.‘petition shall conclude with: a prayer that the.person |

20 specified therein maybe declared duly returned,or that the election may
21 ‘bedeclared void as the case maybe, and the petition shall be signed by ee
22 the petitioner or if he has aa legal practitioner by his legal practitioner . Po .

- 23 | ‘named at the foot of the petition. .

24- (4) At the end of the Petition there shall be Stated an address for
25 service, at which address the documents intended for the petitioner may
26 - be left.

27 119, The Court may order further particulars to be included in Further
_ Particulars,+ * 28 the petition So as to prevent surprise andi unnecessary expense and to

»“29 ensure a fair and effectual hearing,
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120,—(1) At the time of filing the petition or within such extended —
==

time as may be allowed by the Court the petitioner shall give security

for an amount fixed by the Court and as directed by the Court ; the

petitioner shall deposit the amount in any Treasuryor give security, by

récogniaanee for the amount. | . |

(2) A recognisanice may be enteredinto by any number of sureties

not exceeding two, none of whom shall be the petitioner or any of the —

petitioners and such recognisanceshall contain the name and usual place

of abode of each.surety, with suchsuiicientdescription as shall enable

him to be found or ascertained.

(3) The recognisance may be acknowledged before the Court of
ae,

magistrate or justice ofthe peace, as the case inay be. and there may be

onerecognisance acknowledged by thesureties, or separate tecognisances

by one or more, as may be convenient. :

121. Fhepetitioner shall, for the purpose ofservice of the petition

on the respondent, ; give to the Registrar of the Court . the

address of the respondent or if the Court otherwise. orders he shall

give such other addresses within the constituencyiin which the petition

is filed, where personalservice can ‘be effectedon the respondent, if

| known to the petitioner.

122.—(1)_ Proceedings at the hearing of the petition shall be dealt

.. With in thesamemannerasa claimin acivilactionin which the petitioner

: is the plaintiff and1 the respondentis the defendant, and the petition and

answer shall be treated asa statement of claim and statement of defence

respectively. -

(2) The rules of civil ‘procedure in force in the High Court

concerned shallwith anynecessary modifications apply to the trial ofthe

petition, : oe
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(3) Proceedings: before a ‘High Courtin the case of a petitioniin
‘respeet of the office ofPresidentor Vice-President, GovernororDeputy -©

Governororin respectofany ofthe Legislative housesshallbe completed
not later than 25 days from the date of the election concerned,

123. An appeal shalllie asofright fromaHigh Court to the Federal
Cour of Appealon decisions on any question whether anyperson has
been rightly elected to any office under the Constitution, or member- —
ship of any Legislative House cor whether the term ofoffice of any person
has ceased or the seat of a person ina Legislative House has become
vacant. .

14 An appeal shall lie as of right from the F,ederal Court of
Appealtothe Supreme Court on. decisions on any question whether any
person has been validly electedto any office underthe Constitution or of
the membership of any Legislative House or whether the term ofoffice
of any person. has ceased or the seat ofa person in a Legislative House.

ghas become vacant. _

| 125.—(1) Any appeal to the Federal Court of Appeal pursuant to
section 123 of this Act shall befiled in the Federal Court of Appeal not
later than 4 days from the date of the decision of the High Court, and the
decision of the Federal Court of Appeal on the appeal shall be given not
later than 7 days from the date on which the appeal was-filed,

(2) Any appeal. tothe Supreme Court pursuantto section 124 of
this Actshall be filed in the Supreme Court notlater than 4 days from.
the date of the decision of the Federal Court:‘of Appeal and the decision
of the SupremeCourt onthe appeal shall be given notlater than 7 days
from the date on which the appeal was filed.

126. The provisions of any enactment (including. rules of court)
regulating.the Practice and procedure ofthe Federal Court of Appeal
and the Supreme Court sball withany necessary modification apply in

Appeals as of
rightfrom -a
High'Court.

-Appeals as of |
right from
the Federal
Court of
Appeal.

Proceedings
on appeal, —
etc, and
time for
completion,

Practice and
procedure’
for appeals.
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1 respect of appeals from the decisions of anycourt subordinate to the

~ 2 Federal Coust- of Appeal or the Supreme Court. . |
Service of ~ - _netic,ete, 3 127%—(1) Ifa Petition is filed andthe fees are paid the Registrar of

ecti
petition. 4 the High Court concerned shall—

| ¢

5  (@) servenotice in the Form EC. 11 in the Schedule to this Act of .
|

6 » the presentation of the Petition, together with a certified copy of the

7 | petition to the respondent;

8 | (b) send a certified copy of the petition to the Commission..i : ] .

9 : : @1In thenotice of Presentation of the petition the Registrar shall
4

10 state a time, not later than 3 days after the date ofservice of the notice,

1 within which the respondent shall enter an appearance.
—_

iz —@) Subject to the. provisionsofthis section, thenotice and copyof

- 13. :thepetition and any other documentsto be delivered tothe respondent -

14 before he enters appearance shall be served onhim personally or in

15 any other manner prescribed by the Court.

_16 (4) Where the respondent intends to oppose the petition he shall

17 within the timelimit allowedin the notice of presentation of the petition
~~ 18 whichshall not exceed 3 days enter an appearance by“fling with the

19 Registrar a Memorandum of appearance stating that he intendsto oppose |
20 the petition and giving the name and address of his legal practitioner, or

21 stating thathe acts for himself as the case may be. The memorandum of
22 appearance shall be signed by the respondent, and maybefiledby him

23 or by|any legal practitioner acting for him, -

4 |5) On the filing of the memorandum of appearance the respondent

25 .of his legal practitioner shall leave a duplicaté of the memorandum with
' 26 the Registrar for every other party to the petition together with three

27 additional duplicates, and shall at the same time pay to any Government
28 ‘Freasury the fees for service andnd produce to the Registrar receipt thereof.

29 (6) If the respondent fails to enter an appearance, any document
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intended for the respondent nmay be affixed to the Court's notice board
and the fact that itis on such notice board shall be sufficient notice for.

_ any of the purposes of this Part of this Act.

(7). The Registrar shall serve a duplicate'¢‘of the memorandum of

appearance, or give noticeofit to all other parties to the petition.
‘128. A reply to ‘the petition shall be filed by the respondent not:

later than 6days after the date on which the petition was served on the
respondent,”

129.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this section—
(2)no petition shall be amended except by leave of the Court and.

the Court mayon anyapplication for leave to amend grant the sameifit
appears that the. respondent will not be prejudiced by the amendment;

(0) the Courtmayat any stage of the proceedingseither ofiitsown
motion or on the application of either party, order the petition or the
reply, if any, to be amended, whether the defect or error-bethat of the
‘party applying to amend or not ; and all such amendments as may be

necessary or | proper for the purpose of eliminating. all statements
which may tend to Prejudice, embarrass or delay the fair trial of the —
petition, and for the Purpose of determiningiin the’ existing petition —
the reai questions or questionin controversy’between the parties shall
beso made,‘but the order shall be made> upon such terms as to costs or
otherwise as shall seem just, . . |

(2) After the expiry of the time limited by this Partof this.Act for
presenting @ petition, no amendment shall be made for the purpose of

introducing any fresh prayer into the petition, or effecting any alteration
of substance in the prayer. oe oe

(3) The Court iin the trial and determination of the petition shall
not be obligedto confineits inquiry or findings to the issues raisedby the

‘petition and the reply ; and subject to theprovisionsof this Part of this

Reply.

©

Amendment
of élection
petition.
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Actas to time for presentation of a petition,maywith or withoutordering

or allowing the amendmentto any statement of thefacts and.grounds

relied upon in support of the petition or the amendmentofany admission

or denial contained or facts or grounds set out in the reply inquire. into

any otheriissue otherwise raised or apparentor any matter otherwise

appearing asto the Court may seem necessary tor the proper determina-

_ tion of the petitoin.

130.—(1) When a petitioner claims the seat for an unsuccessful

bandidate, alleging that he had‘a majority of lawful”votes, any party

complaining of and any party defendingtheelection shail, within 3 days

after the filing of the reply, or where no appearanceis entered notless. -

than 4 days before the day fixed fortrial, file with the Registrar a list of

: the votes intended to beobjected to by him and of the heads of objection

to each such vote, Noevidence shall be giyen to challenge the validity of

any or upon any head of objection not specifiediin thelist except by leave

of the Court given upon such terms as to amendmentof the list, post-

ponementofthe trial and paymentofCosts as the Court maythink fit.

(2) The party filing the list shall at the same time deliver to the

Registrar a duplicatefor every other party to the petition togetherwith 3

other duplicates and shall pay the appropriate fees for service; and if:

defaultis-madein thedelivery of the duplicates andiin the payment the

list shall not be filed without the leave of the Court.

GyThe Registrar shall cacause a duplicate of thelist to be served on

every other party forthwith. sy ,

131.—(1) Whentherespondentin a petition complainingofanundue

return andclaiming the seat for some person intends to give evidence to |
: . —_—

provethat the election of such person was undue, the respondentshall
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within4.daysafter the filing of the reply, file in the Court

a

list of the

objections ‘to the -election upon which heintends to rely. No evidence _

shall be given by a respondent of any objection to the election not

specified in the list, except by leave of the Court given upon suchternis

_ as to amendmentofthe list, postponement of the trial and‘payment of t
"cost as the Court may think fit.

(2) The party filing thelist shall at the same time deliver to the
Registrar a duplicate of the list for evéry other party tothe petition
together with 3 other duplicates, andshall paythe‘appropriate fees for the |

service, If the partyfiling the list fails to.deliver the necessary duplicates
orto paythe fees, the list shall not be filed without the leave ofthe Court.

(3) TheRegistrar shall forthwith after the filing ofthe list cause a.
duplicate ofthe list to be served on everyother party.

132—(1)Every petition shall be tried in public and subjectto the
provisions ofthis section the time andplaceofthe trialof a petition shall -

be fixed by the Court, Notice of the time and place of the trial shall be.
given by the Registrar at least 10 days before the day fixed for the trial— *

(2) by posting the notice on the Court’s notice board ;jand

) by sending a copy.of the notice by registered post or messenger

to the petitioner's address for service and tothe respondents’ address

Time and
place of
hearing.
petition.

for service ifknowa, andby delivering acopy to the Commission -. |
(2) Notwithstandingthe provisions of subsection (1) ofthis section,

if all theparties to the petition consent to the holding ofthetrial of the

petition ata place other than the place described iin subsection (1) above,

thevenue ofthetrial ofthe petition mayin thediscretion ofthe Court be
thatplace.

(3) TheCommission shall, if it thinks fit, give notice of the trial of

the petition by causing the copy delivered to it under subsection (1)
of this section to be affixedatthe place appointed for the delivery of

2
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nomination papers, or atsomeeconspicuots placewithinthe constituency;3
Rory

but failure to affix such copy shallnot affect the proceedings.

(4) Theposting of the notice of trial on the Court’s notice board

shall be sufficient notice notwithstanding that any othercopies dispatched

under paragraph (5) of subsection (1) of this section may not havepeen
~ aa

: ” -delivered.

 Court and, where there are more petitioners than one, the application,,

for leave to withdraw a petition shallnot be made except with the .

consent of all the petitionérs. - /

(2) APetition filed beforethe High Courtin respect of any election

shall be disposed of by the Court not later than25 days from thedate of.

suchelection and any election petition notso disposed of shall be time |

barred and such petition shall be deemed null ‘and void.

134, If before the trial of a petition, the respondent gives: notice

133-—(1) Nopetition shall be withdrawn without the leave ofthe

‘ .

to the Court in writing signed by him or his legal practitioner before |

‘the Registrar that he does not intend to oppose the petition, the Regi-

strar shall notify the other parties andshall post a notice thereof on the.

Court’s notice board. .

135.—(1) The fee payableon thefiling of a petition shall be #200

and the petitioner shall at the same time deposit the sum of N50as a

hearing fee.

(2) The cost of the hearing shalt notexceed the amountdeposited,

and shall be payable for the trial at the rate of N10 for each day thereof;3

but the Court in its discretion may direct a lower fee to be charged for

any day of the trial or waive-payment of a fee.

136.—(1) All costs,. charges and expenses of and incidental to the

presentation and trial of a petition unless otherwise provided forin this.

Part of this Act shall, if allowed by the Court, be paid by the parties

s
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to the petition in such mannerand in such proportions as the Court

- may determine;and the Court may disallow costs, charges or expenses .

whichiin the opinion of the Court were caused by thevexatious conduct

or unfounded allegations or objections- of the petitioner or the respon-

dent, or may affix with costs a successful party inanycase.

(2) Where theCourt declares an election to be void and the Court

is satisfied that in whole or in part, the invalidity was caused by the

wilful.default of any election officer iin the performance ofhis duties

under this Act, it may order that. the costs awarded -to the successful

petitioner shall be paid wholly orpartly by that officer.

137,—(1) Onthetrial of a petition, the Court may summon any

. person as a witness who appears to the Court to have been concerned

‘in the election. The Court may examine any witness so summoned or _

any person although such witness or personis not called and examined

by any party to the petition, and thereafter he may becross-examined .

- by or on behalf ofthe petitioner and the respondent, The expenses of

“any witness called by the Court of its own motion shall, unless the

Court otherwise orders, be deemed to be costs ofthe petition; andsuch

Calling of
witnesses,

x

expenses may, with the leave of the Court bepaidin the first instance:

by the Registrar in the same way as.expenses of a State witness are paid

~ and theymay berecovered in such manner as the Court may direct.

(2) Where the Court issues a summons for the attendance of a.

person asa witness and that person failsto attend to give evidence or to

produce documents, or having attended refuses to give evidence or to

produce documents, such failure or refusal shall, unless that . person

excuses his failure or refusal to the satisfaction of the Court, be treated |

as a contempt of the Court and be punishable either by a fine or impri-

_ sonment, or both, as the Court thinksfit.

e .:¢
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(3) In making and carrying into-effect any order for the production
and inspection of documents used in the election and relating to the

way in which.the votes of particular persons were given and in the

examination of any witness who producesoris required toproduceany

such documents, the Court shall ensure that the way in which the vote

of any. particular person has been given shall not be disclosed until it

hasbeen proved that the vote was given and the vote has been declared

»

‘by the Court to be invalid.

(4) “Subject to the provisions ofthis section, any person called

asa witnessin Proceedings under this Part of this Act shall not be

excused from answering any question -relating toany offence at or —

connected with an election on the grounds that the answer thereto

may incriminate or tend to incriminate the witness or on the ground —
ofprivilege.

(5) If a witness answers truly all questions whichhe is required

by the Court to answerhieshall receive a certificate of indemnity under

the hand ofthePresiding Judge or any of the Judges in the case of a .

trial by 2 panel of Judges of the Courtstating that such witness has so

" answered ; and no answer by a person to a question before the Court

‘shall, except in the case of any criminal Proceedings for perjury in

respect of such evidence, be admissiblein any proceedings in evidence
against him

(6) Ifa person receives a certificate of indemnity underthis section
and any iegal ;-toceeding: are at any time broughtagainst him. for an

offence under this Part of this Act committed by him previously to the

“date of the certificaze at or in relation to the election, the court Tiling

cognisance of the case shall, on production of the certificate, stay the

proceedings and may, at its discretion, award to that person such cost

as he may have beenput to in the proceedings,
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requiredas5 security therefor, any balance after payment ofcosts shall

-be returned to: the. person in whose nameit was deposited, or to any

other person entitled to receive it under any order of the Court, The

application for the return of the deposit may be made upon. motion

after notice i and the deposit shall be returned if the court is satisfied

that all costs, changes and expenses are sufficiently‘Porvided for, or_

have been met, as the case may be. -

139— (1) Where any summons, notice or document not being a .

notice or copy of the petition or any other document required to be
s

served on a respondent before entry of appearance is required to be

served on any person for any purpose connected witha petition it may

be served either by deliveringit to such person or byleaving it at his

' 138. When any money deposited as security for costs. isno longer Return of
security.

Service or
summons,
ete.

last known placeof abode in the constituency with any person there

foundwho isa resident thereof anid appears to be 18 years of age ormore,

_ (2) After a party has given an address forserviceitshall be sufficient

if, ‘instead of serving him personally with any document intended for

him, such document is served— 7 -

" (a) on the person appearing on the paperlast filed on his behalf

as his legal practitioner wherever such person may be found or, if

such person is “not found att his office, on the clerk there’ found.

apparently iincharge5 or

wherever such person may be foundor, if such person is notfound

at such address,on— |

© the person, there found apparently 4in char, if such address

isa place of business, or

(2) on the person named as occupier -of his. address forservice

.

~
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‘(@) anv person, other than a domestic “servant, there found
whois a resident thereof and appears to be 18 years of age or.more, ~

of his new address for service andits’ occupier to the Registrar and to
| every other party ;but until such noticeis received by the Registrar,
his old address for service shal] continue to be his address for service.

(4) Where service in aneof the modes iinthis section has proved im-
_ Practicable, the Court, upon‘hearing an application supportedbyaffidavit.
showing what has been done and being satisfied that all reasonable
efforts have been madeto effect service, may dispense with such service
or notice, or if the Court thinksfit, it mayorder that service under any
of the'following.modes shall be.sufficient service, ‘thatis to say—

13 (2) by delivery to any person whereitis proved that thereisreason-
14 able probability that the document wouldinthe ordinary course,
15 through that Person, cometo the knowledge of the person to be

_ 16 ’ served; ~ 7 | | |
17 (2) by notice put up: at some place of public resort in the consti-
18-  tuency to which the petition relates or atthe usual or last known~ 19 place of abodeorbusinessof the person tobe served ;; or
20 -

Miscella- 21
neous. ~

22

23

24

25

26

27..

28

‘the takingof security,

(c) notice put up on the Coury§ Notice board.—

the samepetition and their case may for convenience betried at the
same time, but every petition-so tried shall for all purposes, including

every candidate as a respondent named therein.
- (2) Where more Petitions than one are Presented iin relation to

the same election or return, all such petitionsshall be consolidated and
be dealt with as one petition unless the Court otherwise directs,

a

(3) A party”may change his address for service by giving notice —

40—(1) Twoor more candidates may be made respondents to.

be;deemed to be a separate petition madeagainst -
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(3) Wherea petition complainsofthe conductof a returning officer,

he shall for all Purposes be deemed to ‘be a respondent; and except -

with theconsentin writing ofthe Attorney-General hé maynot withdraw

from the trial of the petition,If the consentof the Attorney-General

. is withheld, the returning officer shall, where the misconduct wasnot

“wilful, .» ineur no Personal liability for costs which may beawarded
against him upon the trial of the petition, and this section shall be a
sufficientindemnity accordingly. - a

(4) Unless. otherwise Prescribed by this Part of this Act, | every

party required to.leave copies of documents withthe Court shall leave

with the registrar such number of copies:or duplicates for distribution
as he directs or requires,

(5) Nofailure to comply with this Part of this Act as to the time

forthe giving «of notice orthe doing of any act, matter, or thing other —

than:as to the time for filing a petition or lodging an appeal shall avoid

any proceedings, and in any proper case the proceedings may with the
consent of the Courtbe amended or otherwisedealt with So'as to give ©
proper effect thereto ; but if any proceedings are avoided, they shall,

if commenced, beset aside inwhole or in part, as the case may require,

(6) An application may be madeat any reasonable time to set aside
-anyy Proceedings for irregularity, and the application shall bebymotion

of which notice shall be given to any other party setting out the objec- .
tions intended to be insisted upon, but no application shall be beard

if the party moving has done anyact, matter orr thing with:knowledge

of the irregularity,or if the irregularity objectedto is merely as to form
or as to use of certified copies instead of duplicates,
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i41.—(1) The Court shall sit for the purpose of its proceedings at

“such times, places and onsuch days as thePresiding Judge may appoint.

(2) During a trial Judge’s prolonged absenceorif heis not available

_or is unable’to perform his functions, the Chief Justice of Nigeria, the /

Presidentof the Federal Court of Appeal, theChief Judge oftheFederal .

High Court or of theState, as the case may be, may appoint any other *

judge to hear and determine the petition for anyspecified period. 
142. The High Court shall determine what person was duly returned

or whether the election was void, as the case maybe, and shall certifyits

determination to the Comino;; and the election shall stand confirmed

or a fresh election shal be held on. a date to be appointed by the Commis-:

sion: |

. Provided that no such election ‘shall be held by the Electoral

Commission after such determination is certified thereto—

(a) until such determinationiis upheld upon an appeal thereto by

the Federal Court of Appeal or,uponfurther appeal thereto,Py the

- Supreme Court of Nigeria ; or

(6) wherethereis no appealtherefrom, until after the expiration of

the periodwithin which an appeal could be broughtunderthis Act; or

_ (c}where there is an appeal therefrom to the Federal Court - of

Appeal but there is no furtherappeal from that Court to the Supreme - 
Court, until after tthe expiration of the period within which such

further appeal could be brought under this Act ;.

and until such detbrmination is upheld, or as the case may be, the

 expiration of the period concerned, the successful candidate at the

election shall, for the time being, have and exercisethe same rights and

be subject to the same obligations as if he were a successful candidate

whoseelection had not been questioned by way ofa‘Petition:under this

Part of this Act.
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143. Whereit appears to the Court after consideration of the papers

filed or during the course ofthe trialof any petition that an offence

‘under this Act or any other enactment has been committed, the Court

‘shall on the ‘determination of the trial refer all relevant papers.in the

case to the Attorney-General ofthe Federationfor such action as he

may deem fit.

Co Part VE-Miscextannous

. 144, Ni0 person holding an elective office tto which this Act relates

ora position ina‘political party‘shall be eligible for or be appointed to

carry out the duties of a returning officer, an electoral officer, registration

officer, revising officer or a poll clerk ; and anyofficer appointed to

carry ‘out any of thoseduties shall be ineligible for nomination as a can-

didate for election while he continues to hold any such appointment.

145. If the registration card of a voter is lost or accidentally des-

troyed the voter may attendiin personat the office of the registration

officer and make application for an official copy of theregistration card.

“The registration officer shall make such enquires as the Commission

£

may prescribe for the purpose ; and where the registration officer is

satisfied as-to the loss or accidental destruction of the registration card,

he mayissue an official copy of it to the voter,

146.—(1) A person shall not — -

(a) print or publish or cause to be printed or published any bill,-

placard or poster having reference to an election or any printed docu-

- ment distributed for the purpose of promoting the election of a can-

didate ; or

(b) post or cause to be posted any bill, placard. or poster as afore. .

- said ; or

‘(e) distribute or cause to be distributed any printed documentfor

such purpose,

Reference to -
the Attoney~
General.

~

Persons dis-
-qualified
from acting
as election
officers. ~

Lossofregis- _
tration card.

Election
publication
to show
printer’s
name and
address, etc.

>
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unless the bill, placard, poster or documentbeats uponits face the

name and address of the printer and publisher.

(@) Any candidate or other person who contravenes the provisions

of this section shall be guilty of an illegal practice and shall beliable on

convictionto a fine not exceeding 200.

(3): Forthe purposes ofthis section, anyprocess ofmultiplying copies -

of a document, other than copying it by hand, shall be deemedto be

printing, and the exptession “printer” shall be construed accordingly.

147.—(1) Where a date is appointed for holding an election and

there is reasonable cause to apprehendthat a serious breach of the peace

‘is likely to occur if the election.is held on that date, the Chairman or the

Resident Federal Electoral Commissioner may postpone theelection

until some later dateto be appointed by the Commission. -

(2) Tf the Comm{ssion is satisfied that there has been :a substantial

failure to. comply with the requirementsofthis Act before the date fixed _

for holding the election in. respect of nominations or otherwise howso-

ever, the Commission, may postpone the election until such time as

such requirements aré satisfied. -

(3) Where an election is postponed. before thelast day for the

delivery of riomination papers and a new dateiis appointed for the elec-

tion, the Commission shall do all things necessary for the holding -

of the election as required by this. Act on the new date so appointed.

(4) Where an el¢ction is postponed on or after the last day for the

delivery of nomination papers. and thereafter a new date is appointed for | -

| the election, the time for the delivery of nomination papers.shall not be extended ; and theCommission shall doall things necessary for the

holding - of the election as required by this Act on the new date so |

appointed in respectof the candidates remaining nominated.
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“17
18

21°

99
and such agreement, terms or undertaking is or are for the withdrawal

1 (5) Any election postponed under this section may in like manner

2 be further postponed. . .

3 . 148—(1) TheCommission shall decide the fees and other remu- /Remunera-

4 neration to be paid to officers appointed under this Act and maypres- expenses.

5 cribe scales of remuneration for such officers, the maximum allow- —

6 ance in respect of expenses incurred by such officers and the method of ,

7 authorisation of such allowances. |

8 ~ (2) All fees and other remuneration approved under subsection

9 (1) of this section shall be: charged upon the Consolidated Revenue

10 Fund of the Federation and shall bepaid in sich: manner as the

“i Commission deemsfit after consultation with the Federal Minister of |

12 Finance. . . ~

(13° ~—.: 149. Subjectto the provisions ofthis section, if tedsonable notice Use ofpublic. Boe buildings by
14 isgiven and the. normal use thereof is not interfered with, any suitable 4% candidate.

15 room in the premises of a school orpublic building inthe constituency .

16 - in which public meetings are from time totime© held, may be used at

reasonable times between the dateof announcementofan election and

the daybeforethe date fixed for the election by ri candidate for the pur-

19 ‘pose of holding public meetings in furtherance of his candidature.If

- 20 erssuch room or buildingiis so used by a candidate hé shall pay for any

damage done during a meéting tothe furniture and fittings, and if re-

22. quired shall pay actual expenses incurred incidental to the preparation

93 and clearing of the room or building both before and after any meeting.- ,

24 150. No person who has voted in any election, under this Act Secrecy of

25 shall, in-any legal proceedings arising out of the election, be required

26 to sayfor whom he voted. oo So .

27 . 151..If any person makes any agreement or terms or enters into Conrupt

28 any uridertaking in relation to the withdrawal of any election petition, Otten



+
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- 1 of the election petition in consideration of any payment, or that the

2 seat shall at any ti te be- vacated, o: that any otherelection petition |

3 will be withdrawn and the agreement is not mentioned in any affidavit

4| filed in support of spotof the election petition, that person

_ 5, shall be guilty of offence, and on conviction shall be liable to

6 imprisonmentfor a term oftwelve months.

_ Prosecution 7 - 152. The Attornry-General of the Federation shall. consider ‘any

er,
petition. 3 recommendation madé to him by a Court with respect to the prosecution

. 9 by him of any person for an offence disclosedin an: election petition ;

1Q andif it appears to himthat any person who has:not received a certificate

_ 11 of indemnity has beenguilty of a corrupt or illegal practice he may, in

_ 1% his discretion, prosecute that person for the offence before any compe- | ;

_ 13. tent Court. | °

Time limit * 4 —1) i ai int n |ine,rain 14 —153.—11) Proceedings against any person in respect of any offence

Prosecution’: 15 to which this section .applies shall be commenced within one year

16 after the offence. was committed, or if it was committedin reference

- 1% to an election with respect to which an election petition is filed shall be a

. 28 commenced “within one year after determination by the Court whichever

_ 19 period last expires, so that it be-commenced within two years after‘the

20 offence was committed, and the time so. limited shall be substituted tor.

2] any limitation of time ¢ontainedin any other law.

22, (2) This section applies to any corrupt or illegal practice, any

23 illegal payment, employment or hiring ‘and any offence under section

24 146 orsection 15] ofthis Act.

“Inspection of 25 154, Where the Court at any time during thetrial of an clection
ballot papers.

26 petition for the purposes ofany prosecution for an‘offence iin relation to

27 ballot papers is satisfied that the inspection of rejected ballot papers

28relating to counted ballot papersis neccessary. it may, upon such terms

29 as it thinks fit, order the Commission in whose custody they are.to
i :

~ |

—_—>
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produce rejected ballot: papers for inspection and to open any sealed

packet. of counterfoils relating to counted ballot papers for such pur-

poses as the court may require. .

155. Without prejudice to the other provisions of this Act, the

Commission may delegate anyofitspowers and functionsto any Federal

Electoral Commissioner, registration: officer or electoral officer or

returningofficer subject to any conditions or limitations which it may

considet necessary orexpedientto impose and no such deligation shall be

9 construed to limitthe rightof the Commission to exercise such poweritself.

10
1

12

iB

+14

15°

16

17

18

19

20°

22

22

23-

24

25

26

27

28

156 The Commission may, subjectto the provisions of this Act,

make réguiations for thepurpose of giving effect to the provisionsofthis

Act and for the due administration thereof.

. 187.1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—

“the | Attorney-General”. means the Attorney-General of the

Federation : | |

“the Constitution” meansthe Constitution of the Federal Republic

ofNigeria 1979 ; . . oS

“the Commission” means the Federal Electoral Commission.

established bysection 140 of the Constitution ;

“Commissioner” means any member of the Federal Electoral Com-

. mission1 including the Chairman; «

“corrupt practice” includes anyof the following offences namely,

’ bribery, personation, treating and undue ‘influence and includes

aiding, abeting, counselling and procuring anysuch offence ;

“election” means an electionof a person to a Legislative House or

to the office of President or Vice-President ‘or Governoror Deputy

Governor;.

“election officer” includes an electoral officer, a presiding officer, —

Delegation of
powersof the
Commission,

Regulations.

Interpreta-
tion. :



C178

1

h
t

q
e

 
25

26

27 |

28

t
e

W
w

m
e

—

_ 1981 No. ”Blectoral

a pollclerk, a polling orderly,a registration officer, a returning officer

or any otherofficial appointed by or With. authority of the Commission

_ to assist in the conduct orsuspension of any election ;

“electoral officer” -includes the Chief Federal Electoral Officer ofthe

Federation, the ChiefFederal Electoral Officerofa StateandanAssistant .

Chief Electoral Officer;;

“the Executive

Commission appoit

“functionsincl

“independent ¢

by section 74 of

‘law’?

“member” mea

~ Chairman ;

“petition”. mean

“registrar” incl

and registrars of o

of Appeal, Federal

“registration off

officer and:assistant

“Resident Feder

deployedfor theti
. “yeturn” means

Secretary” means the Executive Secretary to the

ated pursuantto section 5ofthis Act ;

udes powers and duties ; 7

andidate”’ has. the meaning assigned thereto

this Act ;

each the. Constitution;

s a member of the Commission including the

s an election petition under this ‘Act ;;

ides Chief Registrar, Deputy Chief Registrar,

ther grades of the Supreme Court, Federal Court

High Court and the High Court ofaState;

cer” includes supervisory assistant registration

registration officer;

al Electoral Commission” mearis the Commissioner me being to a State or group of States ;

‘the declaration of the result of the election in

accordance with the appropriate provisions of this Act and includes: a

certificate of return in Form EC.8 in the Schedule to this Act,

(2) A reference iin this Act to a section or Part not otherwise.

identified is a reference to that section orPart of this Act,

(3) All references in this Act toa‘State in the Federation shail, |

29 where appropriate, be deemed to include references to the Federal

30 Capital Territory. |
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158, The Electoral Act 1962 and the Blectoral Act 1977 are hereby

that’

repealed and. the following Acts. are hereby consequentially repealed,

is to say— .

(2), the Electoral Act 1964 ;

(b) the Electoral (Amendment) Act1978 ;

(c). the Electoral (Amendment) Act i979 ;

(a) the Electoral (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 1979 ; and

(¢) the Electoral (Amendment) (No. 3) Act 1979,

159. This Act may be cited as the Electoral Act 1981.

Repeals,

1962 No. 31.
1964 No. 6.
°1977 No. 73,
1978 No. 21.
1979 No. 15,
1979 No. 26.
1979 No. 32.

Short title.
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‘ Reotsmarion Form EC, 1 A

 

Section 7 (7)

Cone.
 

 
 

 

 

 

08
T

3D

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
       

Sram. vvveet CODEenmnninnes LOCAL GOVERNMENTAREA
REGISTRATION AREA , Cone., Recistration Unrr, Conk Ss

' * . ES.

; : Sex— - 4 ' z
. Registration Name in Full te . Age Male (M) Address, i.e. House Number °. Number (Family NameFirst) Occupation _ Female (F) Nameof Street,Ward, Hamlet

| or Village

he

my

S. S
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| Blectoral Act 1981 -
_ Secrion A .

FormEC.1 . . Section 8 (2)
2

«

APPLICATION FOR. INCLUSION IN REGISTER OF VOTERS
. To the Registration Officer, . | |

..Constituency nn 

: I,

of. |

apply to be included in the Preliminary List of the Register of Voters for the above_ constituency upon the grounds — oo |
“te ‘That I am‘a citizen ofNigeria ; | >

2. That Tam 18 years or above 18 years of age ; .

3. That I am now ordinarily resident at

 - _ (here state town or village and ifpossible the street number ifknown)_ 4, And T declare that the above particulars are true to the best of my belief and :-—
- *(a); that I am not already registered in this or any other Preliminary Listor Registerof Voters undez the above Act (or I requestthat my namebe now entered in the appro-priate list); or SO . ~

#(6) that I have already registered, but wish my nametransferred to the area of my“ hew abode. Particulars of my formerplace ofresidence are given below :—

- Cope
 

=_

 
 

STATE.............

 

Locat GovernMENT AREA.ntnninimnnimnnninnsnunsaeeceee a

  
  

REGISTRATION AREA

 

REGISTRATION. UNIT
    Voter’s NumBer x.
 

Vorter’s Name | | —

a
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SEetion B

APPLICANT'S OTHER PARTICULARS(In Capitals)

- 5. Name In Four

a—: 6. OccupaTioz

 
(Family Name:First) -

 

4. AGE
 

8. Sex (Matz (M) Femate (F)

eters covers

g. AppreEss (ie. House Numper, Streer Name OR NaME OF, VILLAGE oR HAMLET
oo,

» phe
 

 

 
="

?
 ee

_ PSIEDED aennnnnnnnnnn
or

*Right thumbprint impressed in the presenceof

witness to thumbprint...

Address and occupation of such ‘witness

 

 

 

*Cross out whicheverts inapplicable 



‘Counterfoil

Electoral

Electoral Act 1981

EC. 1G

1981 No. C 183

s

| Section 8 (4)

FEDERAL REPUBLICOF NIGERIA
4

 

    
 

 

 

 

    
 

 

 

  

 

 
CODE
 

 

 

  

  

 
      
 

FEDERAL REPuBLIc OF NIGERIA

Voter’s Registration Card Right thumbprint

-- CODE

_ STATE.
” Voters Registration Card

Loca Govt. :

REG. AREA ’ STATE

REG. UL (P)mmnennne “Loca, GoveRNMENT AREA

Vorer’s No...!— REGISTRATION AREA
VOTER’S NAMEyeeennneaneneninsenene -

. z _ REGISTRATION UniT (PRECINCT)
das

, : 1  Voter’s NumBrr
= Ricut THumB-PRINnT oa
- , - | VoTER’s NAMe........

ee errncn

a
T
”

d
e
b
e
»

| BRING THIS CARD TO THEPOLLINGS
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CLAIM FOR CORRECTION OF OR INSERTION OF

Electoral Act 1981

| Forit EC. 2. Section 11 (1)
>

 

 

 

’ NAME IN PRELIMINARY LIST |

To the Registration Officer, |

Constituehcy Dateonsenscent19...

-L :

| of...

| declare :—

4, That I appli
the above Constit
been (omitted/inaccurately stated).

2. Iam acitize

' 3. Lam 18 years of age or over.

4. I am ordinar'

ed for inclusion in the Prcliminary List for the Register of Electors for
uency on the 19.......and thatmy particulars have

n of Nigeria.

ily residentat the above address (or.

 

-5. I hereby app

6. ‘Tdeclare that!
already registered
chove Act.

‘

)

ly for the Preliminary Listto be (completed/corrected) accordingly.

true to the best of my belief and that Iam not
ninary List or Register of Electors under the

the aboveparticulars are
in this or any otherPrelir

- Signed

or

_|Right thumb print impressed in the presence of

—*

- Witness to ThUMD PINE oumnnnnsn 
Obed ene tneee sates

Address and occupation of such witness : »
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Electoral Act 1981. -

 

 

 

” Form EC,3 Section11(2)
OBJECTION TO NAME IN PRELIMINARY LIST

To the RegistrationOfficer, - = . -
Constituency . ss — 19

 

whose nameappearsinthe Preliminary.List for the above Constituencyhereby give notice :—
1. That I object to the inclusion in suchlist of.the name

of = : . : _ ~
whose address is given as

 

aSdeeoeseeccenetecnee
OR the following grOUNAE.rimmnmne

 i (here insert the grounds)
2. I wish to producethe following witnesses.

 

Signed .
Objector -

Electoral Act 1981 | ae
Form EC. 4A : Section: 30 (1)

FORM OF NOMINATION OF PRESIDENT
To:

THE Crier FEDERAL Exrérorat, Orricer,
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA . _ oo%

DiabE eeeenenssnsstnstsnnsnnereenee,

- of.

(Address)
 

‘ ] (Occupation)
herebystate :

1. Iam thecandidate to whom this nomination paper relates,
2. lam willing to stand for-election to the office of thePresident ofthe Federal Republicof Nigeria.

oe
-3. Tam

a

citizen ofNigeria and otherwise qualifiedfor election,
4. Iam not disqualified for election by virtue of any provision ofthe Constitution orthe.above Act. ce .

~

‘ 5, In the event of a contested election my political affiliation and preference of symbo] |
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~ 6. I wishto nominate
Vice-President and he is willing to stand for election to this Office.

 
Signed een |
| Candidate for President

Signed -

— foe

°

Candidate for Vice-President

WE,being registered as’electors in the above Constituency, do nominate the above
candidate : : te

(1) Name.....

(2) Address.
(3) Occupation

 

 

 

 
(4) Registration Particulars

: Signed
as 7 _ | First Nominator

 

(1) Namen. sn ed
(2) Address.)ccc.

(3) Occupatign......

 

 

 

(+) Registratipn Particulars

 

(1) Namendocile

(3) Occupation

 

 

ws

 

(4) Registratidn Particulars.:..0..cccccssnufunmnsnnntrtonrvpusineiiiiee . 
Signedincocci

= DY) Namennciocnnnponnntemscntnsins

(2) Address...oesenennns monnca

(3)- Occupationscc ccccnncnesnen . stents

 

  
 

(4) Registration Particulars. .0.........ufuneunuaniinuitnnnninninmnusuninnesnaveieec. 
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(1) Name
(2) Address,

- (3) Occupation

(4) Registration Particulars...

(1) Name.

(2) Address,

(3) Occupation..,

(4) Registratior! Particulars

(1) Name
" “(2) Address

(3)“Occupation san
(4) Registration Particulars

(1) Name. =

(2) Address

(3) Occupation

(4) Registration Particulars
x.

(1) Name.
(2) “Address

 
Signed

. Signed

  

_ Fifth Nominator

Sixth Nominator

Seventh Nominator

Eighth. Nominator

»

 

(3). Occupation...

(4) Registration Particulars

 

Ninth Nominator

 
 ‘@) Name

(2) Address...
-(3). Occupation
 

 

(4) Registration Particulars

 

Tenth Nominator .
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To —

of.

hereby state: | =

a - Electo

Form EC. 4B

valAct 1981 = 2

~ Section 30 (1)
- | FORM OF NOMINATION Or GOVERNOR

‘Foe CuHrer FEDERAL ELECTORAL OFFICER

2 STATE

nesena coneve

oneene

© Daten:utsnsctncunarmnstnn neLOLessecerntee

(Address)
 

1. I am the ¢andidate to whomthis
2--I am willing to stand forelection to

(Occupation) -

nomination paper relates.
the office ofthe Governorfor the above State.

3- I am a citizen of Nigeria and ptherwise qualified for election.
' 4. Tam not dj squalifiedfor election by yi
above Act,

5. In the eventof a contestedelectionmy

irtue of any provision ofthe Constitution or the

politicalaffiliation and preference of symbolis
 

6. I wish to nominate.
as Deputy Govfernor and he is willing to stand for election to this Office.

 

Signed

Signed........|.

Webeing regi stered aselectors in the
(1) Name

Candidate for Governor

 

Candidatefor Deputy Governor. -

above State, do nominate the above candidate,
  (2) Address

(3) Occupation
 

(4) Registration Particulars... sessennessafeceanecsenee

Signed

(1) Name.

(2) Address
saeaneunas capune coneseansegemavere nesene mehene eoseas

 

- First Noiinator

 —

 

_(3) Occupation.
(4) Registration Particulars :

 

 

 

  
 

Signed o :

Second Nominator
(1) Name : .
(2) Address — .
(3) Occupation "

~ (4) Registration Particularss: |

 

i

Signed
Third Nominator —



gd,
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(1) Name.

. (3) Occupation

(4) Registration Particulars

. (2) Address

(2) Address

(1) Name
_ (2) Address.

7 (1) Name.

(3) Occupation

. (4) Registration Particulars

 

(2) Address

 

Signed
_ Fourth Nominator

 

(1) Name

(3) Occupation.

(4) Registration Particulers,

() Name.
(3) Occupation

(4) Registration. Particulars

seeeee

 

(3 Occupation .

(4) Registration Particulars

(2) Address...

”” Signed.

Fifth Nominator

Sixth Nominator

PAamee oasann anenns 246690 we onys Sundanenarorigegs- neceneetenboasannscenscenscsectoven

M0000 ohenen Sabeee soneee seevvseunsen veeessceserrectrensscaseanees ecaeae”

 

Signed.cane ..

Seventh Nominator

ae vanene wersaccanareracasenssvvesseescnssestvnsoannaees sseeereseeurens:

Eighth. Nominator

 

(1) Name

(2) Address
 

(3) Occupation

(4) Registration Particulars
<

 

 

Signed
Ninth Nominator
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(1) Name... a ane snee epee saneene
(2) Address.....;
(3) Occupation

(4) Registration Particulars... se nee ae

_ Signed out :
- . Lenth . Nominator

Electoral Act 1981

_ To _ Form EC.4C -- . Section 30 (1)

FORM OF NOMINATIONOF SENATOR :
THE ELECTORAL Orsicer: :

 
 Senatorial District :- r Datircstssesnenee1

Of voor santa
 

| here state address
sereneioncmnnnnmannninneOCCUPATION)aeenrnnnsnrncinennrwrnnneniohereby state -—
1, I am the candidate to whom this nomination paper relates. _
2. I am willing to stand for election

to

the Senate as memberfor the above SenatorialDistrict. St fom ; : a

- 3. Tam a citizen of Nigeria and otherwise qualified for election. oe
4. I am not disqualified for electionby virtue of any provision of the Constitutionor the-above Act, 7 no, OO
5. In the event of a contested election my political affiliationand preference of symbol

1S. “eetee: ves

 
Signed

_ Candidatefor the Senate

We, being registered as electors in the-above Senatorial District do nominate the above
candidate -— — .
(1) Name.issisnisumnnnsmctrnenrnsnvacsegsva
(2) - Address...
 

 

— (3) Occupation
 

 

 

 

(4) Registration Particulars......: ! vente

. __. Signed ssn niacin
wo fb, -.°. First Nominator

|SF) Namenmmmnnnnunssicnmmstanuiessnudinsbe
|

(2) Address
 

(3) Occupation... mmr

(4) Registration Particulars“_-

Signed.....==. ce Second’ Nominator
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(1) Name.....

_ (2) Address
 

(3) Occupation

(4) Registration Particulars .

| | ‘Signed .

. Third Nominator
(1) Name
 

(2) Address i sm
. (3) Occupation.....: |

(4) Registration Particulars. -

oo . , a Signed....... - Se
. ne Fourth Nominator

(1) Name
 

(2) Address

(3) Occupation
(4) Registration Particulars .

‘Signed...
: Fifth Nominator ..

(1) .Name :

(2) ; Address

- (3)- Occupation. ;

(4) Registration Particulars

. . Signed aut
. Sixth Nominator

(1) Name.

. (2) Address

(3) Occupation . .

(4) Registration Particulars...

| coe Signed
a Seventh Nominator

(1) Name
 

(2) Address

 
(3) Occupation

- (4) RegistrationParticulars

 Signed a
_ Eighth Nominator
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(1) Name
 

  (2) Address.

_(3) Occupation
en,

 

(4) Registration Particulars

~ (1) Nameessed

"Signed

 

(2). Address. |
 

 

~ (3) oct ma
(4)Registration Particulars

El

1
- FORM OF NOMINATION

OF REPRES

¥

To :—

The Electoral Officer,

OF MEMBER OF HOUSE ~

PUbenenseprarecaes cacarveuseseatoesesserse#0estarece

- ~ Tenth Nominator

pectoral Act 1981 —

ORM EC.4D Section 30 (1)

NTATIVES

Federal Constituency 

Date. 19...

 

tranm eee,

 

  1. Iam the canflidate to whom this nor]
2. Lam willing to stand for election to th

abore Federal Constituency,

3. Lam

a

citizen of Nigeria and otherwi
4. I am notdisqualified for election by

the above Act.

5. In the eventof a contestedelection miy
is.

(here state address)

OCCUPATION)rasansnrtmnoneneninLOLEDY- state=

hination paper relates.

¢ House of Representatives as memberfor the

se qualified for election.

virtue of any provisioen of the Constituton or

political affiliation and preference ofsymbol

 

Signed

. Candidatefor House of Representatives 

*Oesvensaueetereesseeisecstuceonanenscestsgecsssesss
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é

WE, being registered as electors iin the. above Federal Constituency do nominate the -
- above candidate :—

(1) Name...se sn

(2) Addrese...... . Sn ,
~— |

(3) Occupation
| - "

| (4) -Registration Particulars .enunu. : _ ~~

Signed... satin
FirstNominator

(1) Name...

(2) Address .

(3) Occupation
(4) Registration’ Particulars
 

Signed.
 

Second Nominator >

y

(1) Name

(2) Address.....

(3) Occupation

 

 

(4)-Registration Particulars ..

Signed
 

Third Nominator -

: (1) Name

(2) Address
(3) Occupation

 

 

 

(4) Registration Particulars......

SigMed emnnerinmnennnn brine
_ Fourth Nominator

(1) Name

(2) Address. iceman

(3) Occupation

 

 

. (4) Registration Particulars

Signed
 

Fifth Nominator
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(1) Name...
 

 

(2) Address

 

3) Occupationerummunnminnenefoo
(4) Registration Particulars

- * | os |.
| _ Signed.

Sixth Nominator

 

(1) Name

 

(2) Address -
(3) Occupation, . 
 

(4) Registration Particulars
|
i
1

 

‘Signed
Seventh Nominator

(1) Name...

(2) Address
 

(3) Occupation.see
 

(4) Registration | Particulars

ro, Signed
_ Eighth Nominator

 

|

G1) Name: | sn

_ (2) Address...

 

(3) Occupation 7

(4) Registration Particulars ef eee

Signed
 

Ninth Nominator

(1) Name
 

. (2) Address .

(3) Occupation

(4) Registration Particulars

Bigned ; Tenth Nominator
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= Electoral Act 1981 :

. Ta :— . ~~ Form EC, 4E , : oe , Section 30 (1)

- FORM OF NOMINATION OF MEMBER OF :
STATE ASSEMBLY DO .

‘TheElectoral Officer, . CT Lo
- StateConstituency -

Date 19.

 

 

Ce
(here state address)

((Occupation)senensnesedsuggnivamantiereby state that :—

Islam the candidate to whom this nomination paper relates.

2. I am willing to stand for election to the State Assembly as member for the above
State Constituency.

3. Iam citizen ofNigeria and otherwise qualified for election.

4. Tam not disqualified for election by virtue of any provision of the Constitution or
' the above Act.

5. In the event of a contestedelection mypolitical affiliation and preference of symbolis

 

 

 Signed
Candidateor State Assembly

. We, being registered as electorsiin the above’State Constituency do nominate theabove
candidate:—

1. Name

_2. Address......2

3. Occupation

4. Registration Particulars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. Signed .
. . . - First Nominator
“- |, Name

2. Address. enn

3. Occupation

' 4. Registration Particulars... .

. . Signed
. : oO a Second Nominator
1, Name. saaeeteecete atm

2. Address senaneeny vie

; 3. Occupation .

4e Registration Particulars.

oe . Sigeeennnenenrnescneeten-
“ Third Nominaior

A
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1, Name 2. =. anon z

2. Address...
3. Occupatio:

4. Registration Particulars... ' oS

 i

 

pe
 

Signed

: Fourth Nominator
1. Name . /

_ 2, Address. Zinc

3. Occupation

4. Registration Particulars a

 

 

 

é Signed
_ Fifth Nominator

t B
h

or
n,

1, Name sreween ;

2. Address. ‘e an
3- Occupation .
4. Registration Particulars,

 

 

 A

fae Signed .
Sixth Nominator

| » Name! io ze ——

. Address. :

. Occupation...

Registration Particulars

 

i
)

  
 

-
&

W
w

— - fe Signed. .
: oe Seventh Nominator —.

1. Name ; a , a

2. Address : a . : seen oo

3. Occupation sa

4. Registration Particulars.:

  
.. Signed am .

a - Eighth Nominator
1, Name
2. Address
3. Occupation.

4, Registration Particulars,

‘Signed

‘ . Ninth Nominator
1. Name . *ve

2. Address........ . “|

3. -Occupation........
4. Registration Particulars

—_ 7 - : . oo Signed
i Tenth Nominator
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Electoral Act 1981

 

 

 

FormEC.5 2 Section 32 (3)
+. ELECTORAL OFFICER'S RULING AS TO VALIDITY OF
oe _ NOMINATION |

(Prospective Candidate)

. " Take’ notice that a nomination paper received by. me OMevmnsnsininine sumapmmnennin your
favour (hasbeen accepted by me as appearing to be valid) or (has been rejected by me as
appearingto be invalid) upon the following grounds :-— .

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_ Dated . . m —— Se , -

| Signed
an Electoral Officer

- ElectoratAct 1981 :

a FormEC.6 00 Section 55 (1)
CERTIFICATE OF POLLING DUTIES . :

To.— |
- _ The Presiding Officer, a a

. Polling Station (Where proposed voter is registered)

smn Constituency,” Date

I certify :— - os ST

1. That . sense a

of . sas 

is employedat the Polling Station named below as

- and that in my opinion he cannot reasonably and conveniently be released to vote. at

anotherPolling Station. . \



oo Seaap
Coat
~

«
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2, Sueh person states that he is included in the part. of the Register of Electors appro-
priate to your Polling Station whichis in| the same Constituencyas that named beneath.

3. A-certified extract of the Register containing particulars relating to the above person
_is accordingly requested in accordance with section 55 of theElectoral Act 1981.

 

 
 

Signed
_ Presiding Officer (wre roposed

elector is employed)

, Polling Station

« : a | . Constituency I certify that|the particulars relating to myself in paragraph 1 aboveare to the best of

 

~~ may belief correct. .

Signed........ .
Proposed Voter —

_ Oo Electoral Act 1981 |
. FormEC,7 = "Section 5 5(1)

~CERTIFIED EXTRACT OF REGISTER |
To-— :

The Presiding Officer, —

sninatiseiininsninesnunennmenne «PollingStation (where proposed voter is employed)

seeinsinennniinaenn‘Constituency Datenatant-

I certify :-—

1. That the following particulars arecontained in‘the part of the Register ofvoters

relating to the abovePolling Station. -

Name a
Addfess sun ee : . sa sven . ses

Occupation se_etutatsrunsimitgricnmubunenranintummnssieiasinianmiannnmumnnneen

Sex ee ett ayn
Numberin Register | “en |

 

 

2. 1 have no reason to suppose that such particulars do 1notrelate to the person in
respect ofwhom you haveissued aCertificate of Polling Duties. oo,

. 3, No-person has cast a vote at the Polling Station named below iin. respect off this
entryin the Register. ,
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4. I havemarked the Register appropriately arand thevoterwill be treated inthis Polling »
Station as though he has cast his vote.

 

 

 

oe | Presiding Officer (where proposed voter
ts registered)

Polling Station >

Comstiateney

To the best of my beliefthe particulars in paragraph 1 above. relatetto.me, and I wish
to vote at the:polling station at which I am on duty.

a

Signed ae
Proposed Voter

a 4 Electoral Act1981

 

| FormEC.8 |, Section 70

- DECLARATION OF RESULT OF POLL Se

se ; Constituency

I certify that having carried out my duties and the formalities required by the

Electoral Act -1981, the result on the poll carried out in the

 i Constituency on the vs . day of. 19

is as followsiin order of thenumber ofvotes each candidate receivived :—_—

  

  

 

  

  

 

 

1. Candidate _cammmniea Votes received

2, Candidate a scene vm asssaee 0ates received

3. Candidate... a Votesosso

4. Candidate. . , . won V0teS received:

5 Candidate nnn renee sn Votes received

Daren this. | < : | — se ome 19 ssnnnees tan

| - Signed .

a Returning Officer
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_ Electoral Act 1981 — Section 78

— - FormPP, 1 : |

 

 FEperaELEcTORAL COMMISSION

Lagos, NIGERIA |

APPLICATION BY AN ASSOCIATIONFOR REGISTRATION AS

A POLITICAL PARTY |

- PARTICULARSOF ASSOCIATION

A. | . .

— 4, Full Name af Association...  
 

 

2. Abbreviated Namesee “ooalinnattae

3. Date First Formed........ nun 7 hee

; A, Emblem/Symbol.....
 

5, MOttOn.rnennnennene -

_— (P.O. Boxonynot acceptable)



The name, designation and State of origin of each memberof the Executive Committee of the Association are as hereunder :—

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF ASSOCIATION

 

Name Designation Place of Residence
3 State of Date of

Election
 

   

Origin

  
jp

40
79

97
T
O
N
T
S
6
T

t
o
z
D



C. The name, designation (ifany) and State of origin of other Principat Officers
areas hereunder :-— 1

I

of the Association whoare not pmembers of the National Executive

t

Ye

 

|
'

Name
|

{

Designation Place of Residence State of Origin
Date of

Appointment,
Election

 

  "

ay   

‘O
N
I8
6T

  
20

2
D

1
o
4
0
7
9
0
p7

a



ar

D. Attached heretoare :

(a) Ten copies of the Association’s constitution, and

) Tencopies of the Association’s Programme/Aims and Objects

.> EB. We hereby declare :

4 that the particulars given above are true and correct tothe bestof our knowledge and belief.

 
Daren at this wrens TAY OFonan: seid

 

Leaderof Association

 

Secretary of Association
—" ;

«

‘O
N
IS
6T

 £0
2
D



C, The name, designation
| areas hereunder :-—~
|
(

|

Name

i

(if any) andState of origin of other Principal Officers of the, Association who are not members of the National Executive:
i

Designation
i
'

Place of Residence State of Origin
Date of

Appointment/
Election.

   

 
—
S

 

20
e
D

 

“
O
N
T8
6T

 

  

10
40
39
9)

  



*

*

D. Attached hereto are :

(a) Ten copies of the Association’s constitution, and \

(2) Ten copies ofthe Association’s programme/Aims and Objects |

E. Wehereby declare:

that the particulars given aboveare true and correct to thebest of our knowledge andbelief.

ge . . ,

 

Daten at this . ons dayof. .

 

yes LDsree

6

 

° Leader of Association

 

Secretary of Association   £0
7
O

“
O
N
T8
6T

|



oe
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: Electoral Act 1981
—_— . ~~ Form PP.2 ..” Section 79 (1)

i 3 nO By the Chairman, _

_ oo . _ Federal Electoral Commission,  -

— , -. Federal Republic of Nigeria.

_ (Full names of Chairman) ~~ ~ 2

Chairman, ©
_

Federal Electoral Cc bmmission 7

Wuerzas by section 76 (1) of the Electoral Act 1981 itis provided that’ no association

shall function as a Political Party unless it is registered as a Political Party by the Federal

- Electoral. Commission :. , . oo

Anp wuergas| the. Federal Electoral Commission is. satisfied from the information

supplied thereto by CHOocconevesteipintitabuniiniininninitinannnninsmnmnsen 
  

that the association has complied with all the. requirementsofthe Electoral Act 1981 relating

_ - to the registration of an association as 4 Political Party: ~ .

Now THEREFORE, the Federal Electoral Commission has with effect from the date

_ -hereunder written registered the aforesaid_gssociation as a Political Party pursuant to the

provisions of section 79(1) of the-Electoral Act 1981. a

Given under my hand and the seal of the Federal Electoral Commission’ato...

~

necmnammmniEASonsepcs senseiY OFcoctccccecsvessesesepnntschs-enncenpnssenanensconanneratnenpeneie

one thousand nine hundred andeoc.o.)-wce-vcsesvtesnssvte it wipes aninannnnntiiiannnigurtoumnatamnecoies

*Note.—Full names of association applying to be registered. -
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* ; Electoral Act 1981

Form PP. 3 Section ‘86 (1)

1. Nameof Party
2. Type of Elections
3. Number of Candidates Sponsored

RETURNOF ELECTIONEXPENSES |
 

 

“4, States in the Federation in which the Party contested showing against each State

N

~

 

number of seats won :-—

: Guberna-

 

 

Borno

Cross River ..

Gongola

“Imo ..

Kaduna . .,

- Kano

Kwara

Lagos

Niger

Ogun |

Ondo

Oyo ..

Plateau

Rivers 5

Sokoto: .

 Fep. CaprraL
- "TERRITORY

Torau

 

 

 

 

Presidential

|

Senatorial -|. House of State...
. Election Elections

|

Representa- | torial | Assemblies
State Lo tives Elections| Elections ; Elections

: | Cont.

|

Won |Cont.

|

Won

|

Cont:

|

Won Cont.

|

Won |Cont. /Won

_,- Anambra

Bauchi

Bendel . i

‘Benue ‘s |
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5. Period covered by the return censnescnnesonnconesenannnee ase

 6. Total amount spentas election expenses.

Te Description of expenses showing the total expenditure against each item orr sub-

 

 

 

 

 

| head :-— _ . =

i at ene nnn
Gi) nnn
4B) natn .

@) vm
- ©.

etc.

8. Total value of commercial goods and services received

s « . = . : . * . ; 7 .

yg. Description of goods and services showing value against each item or sub-head :—

 
sengencvenenstannnndedassonpecsAOHeAAeaes SESE obeneH

Notes :-im

(1) Paragraph 2 should cover all elections.

(2) The details in paragraph 7 must be supported by the relevant voucher particulars duly
signed by the Treasurer of the Party and receipted by the persons to whom the payments were
made. -

(3) Thedetails in paragraph 9 must be supported hy documentary evidenceof the goods and
services supplied and the statement of their value by the donors.

+

Chairman

Member
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_ + Electoral Act 1981 |

Form EC.10 | Section 118

PETITION

Anthe High Court of wunsmnnmmnnesomone JUDICIAL DIVISIONvorecseeecocooeeocesomewe State
The election under the Electoral Act 1981 for
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

. heldon the . _ dayof.(State Constituency) ~ oe Sy
. 8 : ee - : 4 | - : | seereeney 19

- _ Between : ; ve . :ABS _ Petitioner(s)

: and .

oo : «

¢

Respondent(s)~~ . G.H. ‘ ‘ : . : ” .

Thepetition of A-B, of (or of A.B
Of rasan a and C.D., of . san 

 

‘‘as the case may be) whose names are subscribed. 's .

1. Your petitioner A.B.4s a person whovoted (or hada rightto vote, as the case may be)at the aboveelection (or claims to have had a right to be returnedorelected at theabove elec-‘tion, or was a candidate at the above election ; and yourpetitioner C.D. (here state in themannerthe right of each petitioner) : sessnnneienense
2

Nodeonssavasecesapeceeonsnesss

.2, Andyour petitioner(s) state(s) that the election was held on thEnunaanday ofrvmmmnmnmonmntyLQnone When A.B, C.D., (and) E.F. (and) G.H.) were candidates, and thereturning officer has returned E.F. and (G.H.) as being duly elected. © .
-, 3. And your petitioners say that (here state the facts and grounds on which thepeti-tioners rely) : :
 

&

 

 

“
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a

-Wherefore yourpetitioners pray thatit may be determined that the said E.F. (and G.H.was (were) not duly elected (or returned) (or duly elected or returned, (and that ) the ) or his)election was void) (or that the said A. Band.C.D.) was (were) duly elected and Jought to _have been returned, oras the case maybe).- . a -

- | stain nw) AB,
(Signed) .

; C.D.

Address for service (within five metres of a post office within the areas of jurisdiction-
. . ad

.of the High Courtfor the -mstate)

 

 

 

ec

The nameofmy(or our) Legal Practitioneris snintininiutuacticie caeI (or we) am (or are) acting for myself (or ourselves)

 

  

 

   

  

 

 

Fccnitmitnensnanawinanaunece) AB 77
(Signed) . =.

Sicnep before methis............. dayof...... 519.

Registrar

Electoral Act 1981 7 - 7
- FormEC. 11 | Section 127 (1) _.

NOTICE OF PRESENTATION.OF PETITION

IN THE HIGH COURT OF...eeonsnus. STATE = nutmenesioeseneJUDICIAL Division
|sacnnnstnnnnnensenninauTheelection under the Electoral Act 1981for...ssnae

sessnetneue«(State the place) held on the. day of. sn , 19

between : :

(AB...
- ;

Petitioner(s)— and .

(C.D... sone Ss ca )

Respondent(s)
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»

The Petition of A.By Ofcommon(or OF A.B. Of,eecmccomemnmeAME CD, OfcicconsOt
as the case may be) whose names are subscribed. , :

~ "Taxes Notice ‘that the petition a duplicate whereofis attached hereto has this day been

 

presented in the RegiStry atucnmnenunenneand that you are to enter appearance to the
petition in the said Registry within...................days of the date of service of this notice on
you(or within................days of the date of posting hereof, or within............:.days of the
-date when this noticewas left at your address set out below,or as the Court may direct by
order under section 127 of the above Act,) otherwise proceedings upon the petition may be
continued and determinedin. default of your appearance, and any documentrelating to such _
proceedings, and'intended for you may be posted up on the court’s notice board,-which shall
be sufficient notice thereof. : : .

. DatTeD this . day of. , 19 |

Weteansscsrenessseacsceneteorsccsceressesectanecnsacsentscen

Registrar

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

. The Electoral Bill 1981 has been prepared pursuant to Item 21 of the
Exclusive Legislative List in Part I ofthe Second Schedule tothe Constitution
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1979 which empowers the National .
Assembly to enactlegislation providingfor election to the offices of President
and Vice-President or Governor and Deputy Governor and or to any other
electoral, office other than to a Local Government Council.

Part I ofthe Bill provides for the registration of all citizens of Nigeria
entitled to vote at electionsat registration centres and for the preparation of a.
register of voters at the end of such exercise. Revisions of the register are to be_ made from time to time to ensure that noeligible voters are disenfranchised.

_ Supplementary provisions are also made therein for the appointment of the
Executive Secretary to the Federal Electoral Commission (FEDECO),
Administrative Secretaries to man FEDECO Branch Offices in the States,

“, Registration Officers and other staff of the Commission.

_ Part II deals with procedure at elections and hence such matters as
fixing of election dates, nominations, election officers and poll clerks,
preparation of ballot boxes and ballot papers. Voting is to be by the usual.
manner ofmarking ballot papers against the symbols of pteferred candidatesbut alternative provision is contained in clause 48 empowering FEDECO -to introduce electronic or other means of Voting otherthan by the issue |“of ballot papers.

Provision is also made for blind and incapacitated perosns.to vote when
accompanied there by close friends or. relations.

. &,
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_

|

Registration of political parties and provisions relating to independent
candidates are treated in Part-II. Independent candidates are impliedly
allowed to stand for elections by paragraph (b) of the proviso to section 37
of the Constitution, Also dealt with-are annual grants to political parties
andjspecial grants for conducting general elections. Annual reports on the
finances ofpolitical parties would be rendered to the National Assembly -by

_ FEDECO,Stiff penalties are contained in this Part for contraventionsofits
provisions and in particular recruitment of underage persons as members of

* parties andfor inordinate election expenses.

The following Part deals with electoral“offences such as derelictionof
official duties by registration andelectoral officers; improperuseofregistration
cards otherwise known as rigging ; corrupt practices and impersonation,

 
_ tteating, bribery and undue influence and breach of the requirement of

secrecy of ballot. Disorderly conduct and other offences on the election .
day itself are also covered. Any person found guilty of an offence under
this Part would, in addition to suchfine or imprisonmentprescribed therefor,
be disqualified, ‘from voting and from standing for or holding any. electoral
office for four years. Broadcasting in support of candidates from outside
Nigeria is prohibited while broadcasting in Nigeria for the same purposeis
also forbidden within the period of 48 hours before elections,

--- Part V covers legal proceedings to question elections. Petitions would
in the first instancebe taken by High Courts but appeals lie as of right (asper the Constitution) to the Federal Court of Appeal and thence to theSupreme Court. All election petitions would be treated with dispatch,
Tt is clearly now specified that while an appeal is pending the originally
returned candidate would continue to hold his electoral office until a finaldetermination by the appeal court concerned is handed down. This would -. obviate unnecessary vacancies and discontinuity in the governance of: the
Federation or any part thereof.

Supplementary and miscellaneous matters are treated in the last Part,ie. Part VI ofthe Bill. These include replacement of lost or defacedregistration cards ; remuneration of registration and electoral officers;secrecy of ballot ; prosecution of offénces and time limits within which they-could be brought. FEDECO is empowered to makeregulations generally
to supplement the provisions of the Bill. The Electoral Act 1962 and itsamending Electoral Act 1964,which were only impliedly repealed by the 1977Act are now expressly repealed while the said Electoral Act 1977 (No. 73)and all amendments thereto would accordingly stand repealed uponenactment into law of the Bill.

The Schedule to the Bill contains the ‘various Forms relating ‘toregistration of voters and objections thereto and nomination of candidates,Also contained therein are Forms for application by organisations forregisttation as political parties and ‘election petitions, -
z=

. a4



A BILL
FOR

An Acr To RecuLate THE PROCEDURE FOR THE CREATION OF NewStrats

bo
“
a
D

w
m

f
&

w
~
~

10

a

13°

14

15

16

ANDTHE ADJUSTMENTOF STATE BOUNDARIES AND FORR Marrars CoNNEC-TED THEREWITH.

Sponsored by Hon. Atay Apusakar TuecaR |(GamawaFederal Constituency, Baucht State).

[
BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal

Republic of Nigeria as follows—

"Parr 1—Request |

Republic of Nigeria or a declaration of support for the creation of.such
Stateshall beiin the form prescribed iin the Schedule to this Act and:
Shall be printed and duly authenticated in accordance‘with, this section,

(2) Subject to subsection (3) of this section, a request or declara-
tion aforesaid shall be deemedto be Supported by amember of— _

| (a) the Senate or House of Representatives; or
_ (b) a HouseofAssembly;or

(c) a Local Government Council,

only if that member appends his signature to therequest in the Presence
of the Clerk of the National Assembly or the Clerk of the. House of
Assembly or the Secretary of the local governmentcouncil, as the case
maybe.

4—(1) A:requestfor the creation of 4 new State within the Federal

C 211

Commence-
ment. ,

Authentica-
tion and~
form of
request,



vy
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Delivery of
—request to

the National
Assembly.

15

16

17

18

19

20,
21

22
23

24

(3) Where the President oftheSenate or the Speaker of the House’
_«

of Representatives is ‘satisfied that difficulties may be encountered

in |the authentication of a request or declaration in accordance with

this section he may, by notice published in the Gazette and in such

other manner as he may direct, permit members of anylegislative howe or of any local government council to append their signatures

to the request or declaration as the case may be in the presence of a

judicial officer in any part of Nigeria.

(4) A person in whose.presence the signature of a member of a

legislative house or local government councilis appended to a request

or declaration-underthis section shall take all reasonablestepsto satisfy

himself that the signatory is a member. ofthat legislative house or:

local‘government council and shall so certify iin the request. iC

(5) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section a request for

the creation of a new State received prior to the 10th day of June 1981

_and duly verified by a Joint Committee of the Senate and House of

Representatives and declared to be in accordance with the require-

-Taents of the Constitution shall be deemed to have been made and

as

authenticated in accordance with thissection.

2.—(1) A request or declaration of support for such request may

be delivered to the Clerk oftheNational Assemblyby— _

(2) any member representing . the area -demanding the creation

of the new Stateina legislative house or ina local government council,

or

25—- (6)any person in whose presence the signature to a request or |

26

a

declaration is appended in accordance with section 1 of this Act ; or
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1 &) the Clerk of a House of Assembly acting for andonn behalfof
the members of that House in respect of the area demanding the

or

(d) the Secretary of a local government couneil acting for and on
behalf of the members of that local government counciliin Tespect of
_the area demanding the creation of ‘the new Stateor.‘boundary
adjustment, as the case may be,

9 (2) Three copies ofeach request shall be delivered to the Clerk of
10 .the National Assembly - who shall acknowledge the receipt of the.
11° same on one of the copies and return such copy to the person who
12° delivered the same to him. _ , .

13 . (3) A request,delivered to the Clerk of theNational Assembly iin
14 accordance with the ptovisions of this section shall be deemed to have

‘15 . been received by the National Assemblyas; contemplated by section 8
16 (1) (2) of the Constitution, ©

e

17 3-—(1) As soon as the Clerk of theNational Assembly receives a
18 sufficient numberof declarationsiin support of a request he shall forth-
19 with referthe request to the President of the Senate and the Speaker
20 of the House of Representatives,

. 21 (2) The Clerk to the National Assembly shall consider the number
22 of declarations in support of aTequest as sufficient only if such declara-
23 tions are‘made by at least two-thirds majority of members representing
24 the’ area demanding the creation of a new State or the area demanding

creation of the newState or boundary adjustment as the case may be ;"

> Declarations
in support
of request,

25 the boundary adjustment, as the case maybe, in each ofthe following,
26 namely —

27 (a) the Senate and the House of Representatives ;
28 ~—ss— (8)the House of Assembly, and
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1 a {c) the local governmentcouncils in respect of that area.

3) Within sevendays after receiving information in accordance :

with subsection (1) of this section the Presidentofthe Senate and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives shall report such information

to the Senate and the House of Representatives respectively in open

session and the information shall be duly recorded inthe Journal of the

—_—respective Houses.

(4) If the President of the Senate is notsatisfied that the number-

/

of declarations in-support of a request for the creation of a new Stateis

10

|

sufficient to fulfil the requirements of section 8 (1) (2) of the Constitu-

11 |tion, he shall forthwith refer the matter to a Joint Committee of the _ 12 National Assembly for investigation and for a report thereon to the

13. National Assembly. a a
14 (5) The report of the said Joint Committee shallbe published in

15 the Gazette and in such other mannerasthe President of the Senate ~

16 may directandshall state specifically (with grounds and reasons therefor)

17 whether or not the said Joint Committee accepts the finding of the

18 Clerk of the National Assembly that the number of declarations was

19 sufficient as required under section 8 (1) (a) of the Constitution.

20 (6) If the Presidentof the Senate issatisfied ¢ee the number of

21. declarationsin support of a requestis sufficient to meetthe réquirements

-. 22 of the Constitution, he shall, not later than 14daysafterfhe report of the’

23 informationto the Senate mentioned in subsection (3) of this section—
f

oe 24 (a) cause the proposal for the creation of the new State to be

25 _-published in the Journalof the Senate and| (with thepermission of the

26 Speaker) in the Journal of the House of Représentatives as va as in

27 ~ three consecutive issues of the Gazette ;and f

Nimos
2 wit
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(b) where the requestis for the creation of a. new State, issue a

direction in writing in the form shown in the Schedule. to this Act

addressed to the Federal Electoral Commission requiring it to hold a

referendum for the purpose of ascertaining the wishes of the people:

-of the area (where the demandfor thecreation of thenew State origina-

ted) with respect to the said proposal. _

Parr T-—Rererenpum DO
4. Where the Federal Electoral Commission receivesthe direction

of the President of the Senate not Tess than 15 months before the

expiration of the date when theNational Assembly stands dissolved,

the Commission shall forthwith proceed to make arrangements for

holding a referendum in the area where the demand for.the creation of

the newState originated. In any other case the Commission shall

proceed to make arrangements for holding the:said referendum as soon
2

as practicable and iin any event, notlaterthan a period offifteen months

afterthe next general elections to the National Assembly. |

§.—(1) Subject to the following provisions of this Act, the referendum

shall be held on a day appointed by the Federal ElectoralCommission

by notice publishediin notless than two issues of the Gazette and the

day so appointed (hereinafter referred to as “appointed day’’) shall

not bebefore. theexpiration of the period of one inonth Commencing

onthe dateof the first publication of the notice.

2) Voting for the purposes of the referendumshall take place on

the appointedday during such hours as maybe specifiediin the notice.

6. The sole matter on which a voter shall be invited to cast his

vote at the referendum shall be the question" as to whether he agrees

to the proposal 1to create the new State.

C 215

. Referendum
for creation ~
of a new
State. .

Date and
time of
referendum.

Form of
question at
referendum,.
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Referendum 1 7. Tf the Federal Electoral Commission considers that the area

2| in which the referendum is required to be held should be divided. into

3| districts for the purposes of voting at the referendum, the notice aforesaid -

4| may provide that the area shall be divided into such voting districts

>

|

as may be specifiediin the notice. 7 .

Regulations. . 6 8.—(1): Subject to the provisions of this Act the Federal Electoral

7 7 Commission may make regulations with:respect to—

_ 8 | - (a) theorganisation and conduct ofthe referenduin, and

9 | (6) such other matters as may appear to the Federal Electoral

10 Commission necessary for purposes of the referendum. .

il (2) Without prejudice to the generality of the power conferred by

: “12. subsection (1) of this section the regulations may make'provisions—

13 (2) for the appointment of a person (hereinafter referred to

14 as “the supervisor”) to surpervise the conduct of the referendum and

“ a 15 forthe appointment and control of persons to assist the supervisor

~ 16

_

inthe exercise ofhis functions ; _ -

A (5) prescribing the procedure to be | followed in “holding the

18 referendum, includingthe mannerof voting and of ascertaining and

19 publishing the resultsofthe voting ;. —

20 (c) specifying the ‘circumstances and manner in which, and the _

al | conditions upon which, persons of such descriptions as may be os

22 prescribed’ by the regulations (including the Federal Electoral

a) Commission) may apply to the Supreme Court for determination of

” 24 any question arising in connection with the organisation, conduct or

- 25 result of the referendum :: | a
- 26 (d).for déclaring void the Votes ‘cast at the referendum either

27

_

generallyor ina particularyoting district irin any case where the Federal

28

 

Electeral Commission considers it proper so to do iin consequence

* 3g;:
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of a determinationof the Supreme Court as respects any question

referred to it (whether by the Federal Electoral Commission or

otherwise) iin pursuance of this Act, and for requiring a fresh vote |

to be taken ‘for the. purposes of the referendum on a subsequent

occasioneither generally or, as the case may be, in that district ;

(e) for the definition and trial of offences connected with the

referendum and the imposition of penalties for such offences, not

exceeding for any offence, imprisonment for aterm of twelve months

or a fine of two-hundred naira or both.

~ (3) Regulations under this section shall make provisions—- -

(@) requiring the voting at the referendum to be by secret ballot ;

| (a) authorising the persons . appearing to the supervisor to be the

representative body of any political party to appoint not more than

two persons. in respect of each place at which votes are cast at the .

‘referendum|and not more than two persons in respect of‘each place —

at which those votes‘are counted (hereinafter referred to as a “polling

station” and a counting station” respectively) ;

~ requiring ‘the supervisor, not later than the beginning of the

period of seven days ending on the appointed day, to publish in the

Gazette a notice-‘stating the location - of each polling station and

. counting station ;

(d) authorising any person appointed in pursuance. of paragraph

. (5) of this.subsection, on production of his instrument ofappointment,

to be present throughout the voting or the counting of the votes —

at the polling station or counting station for which heiis appointed,

arid requiring the person in charge ofthat station to afford him adequate

‘facilitiesfor observing the manner in which the polling is conducted

or, as the case may be, for observing, thecount;

k
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_ 1 (é) entitling any person so appointed for a counting station to

2 require a recount_or further recount of the votes counted at the

3 station, and requiring the person inn charge of the station to comply

4

—|

with the requisition unless in his opinion the requisition is unreason-

5

|

able. , a .

6 (4) In paragraph (b), ofthe last foregoing subsection, “political

7 ~ party” means a| body entitled to function asa political party in accord-

8 ance with the provisions of section 202 of the Constitution.

“9 (5) Regulations under this section may make different provisions

10 for different circumstances, |

Determina- 11 9. The Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction to determine

festions2s | 12 any question referred to it in accordance with theregulations make by
: jum 2B virtue of this Act, and the Chief Justice of Nigeria may by rules of

14 court make provisions with respectto the practice and procedure of

15 the courtfor the purposeof thejurisdiction conferred by this subsection. __

Expensesof 16 10. Any expenses certified by the President to be’expenses of the ;

17 referendum shall be a charge upon |the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

18 of the Federation. _o .

Certification --19 11.—(1) The Chairman of the Federal Electoral Commission shall,

totheesult 20 by writing under his hand,forthwith certify the result of the referendum

Assembly . 21 tothePresident ofthe Senate,the Speakerofthe HouseofRepresentatives

22 and the Speaker:of every State House of Assembly and thecertificate

23 shall be read at an open meeting‘of every legislative hotiseas soonasitis

24. practicable so to do. | “ |

25 (2) The Federal Electoral Commission shall also cause the result

26 of the referendum to bepublished in the Gazette as soonaspracticable.

27 . (3)At any time after the announcementoftheresult ofa referendum

28 in any House of Assembly or- after its publication in the Gazette, any —
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29

member of any House ofAssembly may, subject to standing orders, move

a resolution iin that House ‘of Assembly approving the proposalfor the

‘creation of the new‘State andif such resolution is approved the Clerk of

that House of Asseinbly shall issuea certificate to that effect in’the form

prescribed in the Schedule to this Act and forthwith deliver such

‘certificate or ‘cause ‘it to ‘be delivered to the Clerk.of the National

~ Assembly. . |
s

PART TIT—Misceutanzous

g.
. 12. The Constitutional Referéndum Act, 1962:is hereby repealed.

13. In this Act—

“Clerk of the National Assembly” means Clerk to the National

Assembly within the meaningof section 47 ofthe Constitution ;

“Constitution” means the ‘Constitution of the Federal Republic

. of. Nigeria 1979;

“Gazette” means Federal Republicof Nigeria Official Gazette; -

“Legislative House” meansthe Senate, the House ofRepresentatives

or any of theStateHouses of.Assembly ;

. “Local government. council” means a democratically elected local .

government councilestablished pursuant to section 7.of the Constitu-

tion; ‘

“President” means the President of the Federal Republic of

Nigeria.

~ “President of the Senate” means President of the Senate elected

under section46 (1) (a) of the Constitution.
&

‘proposal’ when used in connection. with the creation of a new -

State or boundary adjustment includes a motion for the creation of a .-

new Stdte or for boundary adjustment of an existing State;

“request” means request for the creation of a new State or for —

-boundary adjustment ;

=

°

Repeal.

Interpreta-
tion-
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_~ Short title.

“Speaker of the House of Representatives” means Speaker of the

House of Representatives elected under section 46 (1) ® of the |

‘Constitution ; |

“State” means State.of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

id. ThisAct may be cited as the Creation of States andBoundary

Adjustments (Procedure) Act 1981.

SCHEDULE

we - Form Io | Section 1

FORM OF REQUEST OR DECLARATION OF SUPPORT

FOR A REQUEST FOR THECREATION OF A
_NEW STATE WITHIN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA |

*

 
 

Tperenicicenmenntinnmnennncenomnne cmmnEOSGING Atentnmnsiannsnne

Er CIE oeerveesrnennrnenneneceenState of the Federal Republic ofNigeria do. hereby |
declare that— os =

1. I am the member representing the...rmcmennennesemnenendSenatorial
District/Federal Constituency in the Senate/House of Repre-
sentatives

or

T am the member TEPTESENtING ThE...ecseesnuesemumConstituency

BT TGcessesSacinnesseestnteienensenenetneeState House of Assembly

or

I am the member representing the...gyfnemennennnttnnnannanitward

in the ener LocalGovernment.

2. I support the request for the creation ofta new State within the
Federal Republic ofNigeria, such State to be’ known as and

called the....w-msnmnnue.State and to coniprise the following areas:

 

ST evseresnepananesceuseneeanon-seatnecanereeeses os eteneracrnacare

 

[Describe the areasin terms of State or
Federal Constituencies or loeal government areas]
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3. Thereby pray the National Assemblyto enact a lawfor the creation
of the State.

 

Signature of Declarant

I hereby certify that the above declaration was duly signed by the
person who madeit and whom certify to be the memberof thelegislative
house/local government council stated iin the paragraph of the declaration °

 

 

 

numbered 1.

Daren this — day of 4988.

. Signature of Clerk of the National
% ; ® Assembly or. Clerk of the

aeannnmumnnnnnninnddtate House of
Assembly or Secretary to

| penceLocal Govern-

MeNE OffviesssronnsnrunadSEALE

woe “2”. Rorm 2. .
DIRECTIONTO HOLD AREFERENDUM TO ASCERTAIN 7
THE WISHES OF PERSONS IN THE AREA WHERE

CREATION OF ANEW STATE ORIGINATED ,

— Wuerras the National Assemblyhas received a request for the creation
- ofanew Stateto be knownas... . State and compris-
ing the following ALCAS OF.eessrrsensnnenensneseniorState, namely—

(Describe the areas in terms of State or
, Federal Constituencies orlocalgovernment afeas)

AND” WHEREAS the request is supported byat least two-thirds
majority of members representing the area. aforementioned. in each of the *
following, namely— .. -

(1) the Senate and the House of Representatives,

 

 

(2) the House of Assembly ADiescssmenteener“neeeemeennACE

(BY (0) nnn sw:sineu Local Government

(2) 7 . ..Local Government

 (ene . . . ..Local Government, ete.
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AND WHEREASit is proposed to create the 881doo--0..State.
‘Now therefore I, . the President of the Senate, in exercise of the powers conferred ‘upon mebysection 3 of the ‘Création of States and Boundary Adjustments (Procedure) Act 1981 and ofall other powers enabling mein that behalf herebydirect the Federal ElectoralCommission to hold areferendum as soon as the.law permits it so to do,
in tle areas comprising the proposedeeessemeoue2......State, for thepurposeof ascertaining the wishes of the people ofthe-area aforesaid with respectto the proposal for the creation of the new State within the Federal Re-public of Nigeria.

Daten this dayof wg

 

President of the Senate

Form 3

FORM OF REQUEST OR DECLARATION OF SUPPORTFOR A REQUEST FOR THE ADJUSTMENT OF THEBOUNDARYOF AN EXISTING STATE -
ad 
 

 

Tyoes seein sseeee residing Bbsesssntsnsstssretsstetsststnnaceestnnn in the
: a State of the Federal Republic of Nigeriado hereby declare that—

1. I am the member représenting the........ ~rnninannnnsrnnSeNAtOrialDistrict/Federal Constituency in the. Senate/House of Representatives, -

21 Support the request for the adjustment of the boundary of
State by— : 

[Describe the areas in terms of State or Federal
Constituencies or localgovernment areas]
and state the nameof the State to which

the areais to be transferred

| 3. hereby pray the National Assemblyto enacta law for the purpose_—..' - Of boundary adjustment accordingly.

Signature of Declarant



Creation of States andBoundary Adjustments (Procedure) 1981 No. C 223
 

Form4 . .

FORM OF CERTIFICATE REGARDING.THE
APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION IN FAVOUR

_ OF CREATING A NEW STATE ~~
To :The Clerk to the National Assembly

 

 

 

I herebycertify that On thewicmo day of. wee

“the House of Assembly Of.ernenengueinnnrtnnennneneState passed a resolutionapproving the proposal published in the Official Gazette of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria on thermo day Of rericmimnmnnn 19...

- for the creation ‘of...: State within the Fedetal Republicof Nigeria. fo 7

Daven this dayof 19v

 oa Clerk of the HouseofA:*~mbly
OfsrissnnnenetrinnsstistenenState

EXPLANATORY Note

This Bill seeks to carry into effect the provisionsofsection 8 ofthe Constitu-tion of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1979 prescribing the procedure for" the various requirements of the Constitution with respect to the creationof new States and the adjustment of the boundaries of existing States,

™ -

>


