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AN ACT 'To AMEND THE TRADE Unions Decree 1973 axd ror MATTERS
s CONNECTED THEREWITH ' ' ' :
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~ Sponsored by SENATOR IBRAHIM Dinvis
Bauchi South Senatorial District, Bauchi State
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BE IT FNACTED by the Natmnal Assembly of the Federal

Repubhc of Nigeria as follows—

1. Section 7 of the prmczpal Act is hereby amended in subsection

(8) by deleting the exPressmn “the Central Labour Organisation” and

- substituting” therefor, - the . expression “central labour organisations™,

2. Sectmn 14 of the Principal Act is hereby amended in subsection

2y by delermg the expression “the central Labour Organisation” and -

'mbszztumg therefor the expression ¢ a central labour organisation”,

3. Section 31 of the prmc:pal Act is hereby amended in the Pproviso

-thereto by defe}irzg the expression “the Cen&al Labour Organisation”

and substituting therefor the expression “a central labour organrsahon
4. Section 33 of the principal Act is hereby repealed and there is
wbmtuted thcrefor the following new section—

“Formauon 33.—-—(1) Subject to this *section, two or more trade
of central
l:ng:?u{sa- unions and federations of trade unions may form a central

- tions.”

labuur orgamsatmn if—

(@) the trade unions and federations of trade unions

as the case may be, forming a central Iabour organisation,

.
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in the opinion of the Registrar, relate to like or allied

* trades ;.and

(b) the said trade unions and. federations as the case
may be, have their registered offices functionling. in the
respective capitals of not less than two-thirds of the
States of Nigeria. o |
(2) A central Iabour- organisation shall not be fbrm_ed

unless in the case of the trade unions concerned a resolution

_approving the formation of the p:o’ﬁésed central labour

organisation has in asecret ballot held at a special meetiﬁg
of '-_the' delegates of all the trade unions concerned been
passed by the simple majority of all the members of the
ffade unions concerned : —

Provided that not less than 30 days before that meeting

a notice in the-prescribed form setting out the resolution,

is delivered to the Registrar and to each of the trade unions
concerned. - |

" (3) A central labour organisation shall niot be registered _
unless there is deliﬁéred to the Registrar an application in
the prescribed form signed ‘byl at least two of the trade unions
concerned, and -accor‘riganied by the statutory. declaration
of the secretary of each of at least two of the trade unions
concern;l, that the requirements of ;ubsectionsl (1) and
(2) of this section have been complied v;r::th. |

© (4) Subsection (4) of section 28 of this Act shall with
necessary modifications ap;ﬁly'in relation to central labour

organisations as they apply to trade unions and federations

e
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Amendment 5. Section 54 is hereby amended in’ subsection (3) by inserting -

of section 54 ) _ _

fct'? TR 2 immediately after the wo:id__“unions”, the words “and central labour
_ 3 organisations”, | :

ﬁ";;‘:ﬁt‘i‘;e’;ts 4 6. Section 55 of the pﬁncipal Act is hereby a_g:ended—— K

?&fcgmpal 3 () by repealing the expression “the ‘Central Labour Organisation”

6  and its definition and substituting thetefor the fq]ibwing new defini-
7| tion— | _ I EE _
g “céntr;.l labour. organisation” means a 'Il)ody registered under
9 section 33 of ‘this “Act ; and |

10 (6) in the definition of the Words.‘l‘registletcd body”: by deleting the

1 . words “the Cefitral Labour Organisation” and substituting therefor "
2 the words “central labour ofganiéation”. |

13 ' 7—n this Act— : |

14 g “principal Act” means. Trade Unions ActlQ?'f '

15 8. This Act may be cited as the Trade .Unions (Amendment)

16 Act 1981.

: EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM | _
Section 37 of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1979

- guarantees for every person the right to his fundamental freedom of associa-

trade unions are by law compelled to belong to one and only one central labour
organisation thereby negating section 37 of the 1979 Constitution.

Accordingly this Biil seeks to harmonize the Trade Unions Act 1973
with the 1979 Constitution in order to restore to the worker his inalienable
freedom to form and belong to'any central labour organisation of his choice to
protect his interests. = . :
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- AN AcT T0 AMEND THE FEDERAL HIGI-I Courr Acr 1973, PRESCRIBE THE

NUMBER OF JUDGES OF THE FEDERAL Hrcr Court, AND MaRE Provisions
WITH RESPECT TO ITS JURISDICTION AND . FOR MATTERS CONNECTED

’I‘HEREWI‘I‘H

| I ]
BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal
Republic of Nigeri_a’ as follows ;

1. Section 1 of the pnnmpal Act is hereby amended by repealing

_ subsection (2) thereof and submtutmg therefor the follumng new

subsectmn-.—

“(2) The Federal ngh Court shall consist of——

- of the administration of the Court ; and _
(b)-twenty—ﬁve Judges of ‘the Federal Piigh Court,
‘2. Section 3 of the '-principal Act is hereby repealed.

() the Chief ]'udge who shall have overall control and supervision*
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(2) The Federal High Court shall to the exclus:on of any

other Court have and exermse ongmal Junschcuonm criminal

cause and matters connected with and pertammg to any of

the matters in respect of Wwhich jurisdi:_:tiqn is conferred

by subsectiog (1) of this secuon

(3) The junsdzctxon conferred under subsection (2) of
this section in respect of criminal causes and matters shall
without prejudice to the generality of that subsection and
subject to Section 63 (3) of this Act, include original
jurisdiction in respect of oﬁ‘eﬁces under the provisions of the
Criminal Code being ﬁﬁ'enc;es in relation to which proceedings
may be initiated at the instance of the Attomey—General of’

the Federation.”

4- Section 57 of the ‘principal Act is hereby repea]ed and there is

s |bst1tuted therefor the following new Sect:on—

“Qrder
pending
appeal.

57—(1) Where an appeal to the Federal Court of Appeal

is entered or leave to appeal is granted against a conviction

. In respect of which the appellant has been sentenced to

Impnsorm_nent or Borstal training, the Court may, in - ite

diséretion, admit the appellant to bail pending the determina-

© tion of the appeal, and in the case of a sentence of imprison-

ment any time during which the appe]iant is so admitted to
bail shall not count as part of the term of unpnsonment to
which he was sentenced.

(2) The oper_atibn of any order méc[e on conviction by the
Court for the Payment of compensation or of any of the

expenses of the Pprosecution or of the ‘fmprisonment or -
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of other pumshment zmposed on the person convicted or

for the restoratxou of any property to any person, and the

revestmg, in case of any such conwctwn, in the original - -

owner or his personal representatives of the property in

stolen goods shall (unless the Judge before whom the

convlctmn takes place directs to the contrary in any case in .

. which, in his opinion, the title to.the Pproperty 13 not in

dJSpute) be suspended untxl the explratlon of th:rty days
after the date of the conviction,
(3) Where—

(a) the Court- has in any criminal proccedmgs before
it sitting at first mstanoe acquitted the accused person,

or has allowed an appeal from the mag-mtrates court
against conviction ; and

(b) xmmechate]y after that decision of the Court has

been given, the prosecutor gives notice to the Court

that he intends or desires to appeal to the F ederal Court
of Appeal from that decision,

the Court may make an order providing for the detention of

the accused person, or dlt‘ectmg that the accused person

shall not be released except on bail until either— _
(i) the time for bnngmg the appeal has expired without
its having been brought ; or
(7f) where apphcable, the necessary leave to appeal
has been refused both by the Court and b}r the Federal
Court of Appeal ; or
(#) the appeal has been brought and abaﬁdoﬁed ; or
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