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THE LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT 1975
(1975 No. 15).

Commencement : 7thMarch 1983

Membership .

Membership.  1,—(1) Withoutprejudice to the provisions of subsection(1) of section 31975 No-43- of the Legal Practitioners Act 1975,as amended by the Practitioners1977No, 40, (Amendment) Act 1976 and the Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Act 1977, —the Body of Benchers (hereinafter in these regulations referred to as “the’) shall comprise the followingmembers :—
@ the ChiefJusticeofNigeriaandalltheJusticesofthe Supreme Court ;
6) the President ofthe Federai Court of Appeal ;

(c) the Attorney-General ofthe Federation ;
(@) the ChiefJudge of the Federal High Court ;
(¢) the ChiefJudges ofall theStatesintheFederation ;

the Chairman oftheCouncilofLegal Education ;
) theAttorneys-General ofall the States inNigeria ;

(4) the President of the Nigerian Bar Association ;
@) twenty members of the association of not less than fifteen yearspost-call standingwho shall benominatedbythe association sand
(j) such number of persons, not exceeding 20, who appear to theBody to be eminent members ofthelegal profession inNigeriaof not lessthan 15 yearspost-callstanding.Members ofthe Body under this paragraphshall be elected bytheBodyin accordance with the procedurehereinafter

setout. :

(2) In addition to such persons who become members by virtue of the .foregoing paragraph of. this regulation the Body may from time to timeappoint honorary members theréof in accordance with the procedure set out .hereinafter.
(3) A Bencher shallcease to be a member ofthe Body—

a) during any period when proceedings are pending against him for
2 uct pursuant to section 3 (6) of the Act © 5
(6) during any period when heis suspended for misconduct ;
(c) ifhe is dismissed by the Body from membership for misconduct; or
(@) if he resigns his membership. _-

(4) There shall also be such number of persons who may. become super-
numerarymembers as the Body mayfrom timeto timeprescribe.

Life . 2.—(1) In addition to any member who becomes alife memberby virtue’ of his having been the Chief Justice of Nigeria at any time— ae
(a) all the persons who are members by virtue of section 2s (1) (6),(ce),1962 No. 33. (d), (e) and (f) of the Legal Practitioners Act 1962 at the time of the1971 No.54. coming into operation ofthe Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Act 1971,



4

(5) the twelve persons elected by the Nigerian Bar Association undersection 24 (1) (g) ofthe Legal Practitioners Act 1962, as amended as afore-.
said, whohave been duly elected at the time ofthe inaugural meetingofthe

ys - a
shall likewise become members for life.

(2) All persons who become members by virtue of the said section 3 (1)(5) to (7) of the Act otherthan those who become lifemembers underthe immediately precedingparagraphshall, in the case ofthose who becomemembers byvirtue oftheir respective offices, cease to bemembers atthe ex-piration of the period during which the offices are held, and in the case ofthose who become members under the said section 3 (1) (7), be members
for thsee years only:

Provided that the Body may at its discretion and on such conditions 2sit may determine confer membership ofthe Body for life on any person who
would otherwise not be 2a member for life.

(3) Nothing in the foregoing provisions-shall prevent—
a erson who is a member from notifying the Chairman of theBen

of

hits intention to resign his membership and from ceasing to be
sucha member upon so doing ; and i

(6) any member for life from notifying the Chairman of the Body ofhis intention to resign his membership for life and from ceasing to be such
a member, and upon so doing he shall become a supernumerary member.

_ 3.—(1) Subject to paragraphs (2) and(3) of this regulation, there shallbe the offices of Chairman and ViteChaney of the Body.
(2). The Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall each hold office for only one. year beginning in April of the one year and ending in March of thenext ;and upon the Chairman ceasing to be Chairman the Vice-Chairman

shall succeed him as Chairman for the next following year.
(3y Upon the Vice-Chairman becoming Cliairman of the Body as statedin the preceding paragraph, the officeofVice-Chairman shallbecome vacant

andshall befilled by election by themembers present and voting at a meeting
of the Bodycalled for that purpose: =
Provided that anyelection to the office ofthe Vice-Chairman shall be made

in such a manner that inany year in which the Chairman is a member ofthe
Bench the Vice-Chairman shall be a member of the Bar ; and wherethe.
Chairman is a member of the Bar the Vice-Chairman shall be a member of
the Bench.

(4) In additiontothe offices of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman the
Body may from time to time create and designateforits purposes such other
offices as it may consider necessary.

(5) A former Chairman whoceases to hold that office may, so long as he
‘remains a member, be conferred with such functions and facilitiesas the Body
may from timeto timedirect. .

4.—(1) Whenever any vacancy occurs among the persons who become
members by virtue ofsection 3 (1) (#) of the Act, the Nigerian Bar Asso-
ciation shall be called upon tofill such vacancy.

(2) Whenever any vacancy occurs among those persons who become
members other than by virtue of section 3 (1) (é) of that Act the members
shall on such day and time as the Chairman may appoint decide whether or
not such:vacancy-shall befilled, and the procedure set out in the following
paragraphsofthis regulation shall then apply.
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Meetings. .

" (3) If the Body decides to fill all. or anyofthe vacancies, the Secretary
shall on the dayfollowing the day of the decision send notices in writing of
the decision to every member.

(4) Upon receipt of such notice every member who intends to Propose
any person to fill any vacancy shall submit to the Chairman through the
Secretary the name or names of such person or persons for election to
fill “the vacancy or vacancies and the grounds upon which the proposer
‘considersthat the candidate has attained distinction in the legal profession :

- Provided that a member shall not propose more persons for consideration
than there are vacancies to befilled. -

(5) A proposal shall not be valid unless it is received by the Secretary
"notJater than three o'clock in the afternoon of the day on which proposals

ate,to close. . 5

(6) Upon receipt ofall the proposals, the Chairman shall cause a list to be
prepared showing the name of every person proposed for election who has
been proposed byno fewer than two members and thelist shall indicate
in respect ofeach candidate the following matters, that is—

_ (a) the date of the candidate’s call to the Bar;
(B) the date of his admission as a legal practitioner in Nigeria ;
(c) the names of his proposers ; and .
@ the ground upon which each of his proposers considers that hehas

. attained distinction in the legalprofession. o
7) ‘The names of the candidates shall be entered in the said fist in the, (

' order ofcalltotheBar.
(8) The Chairman will then cause thelist to be circulated to all members

andatthe same time summonthem to a meeting ofthe Bodyfor the purpose
of electing persons to fill the vacancies.

' (9) Thepersons so proposed shallbe voted for by all themembers present.
so, however, that no voting shall be held unless there is a quorum of 15
members.

Meetings
51)There shall be three statutory meetings in the dining year each of

which shall be held on a Friday preceding the commencement of the dining
term, and there shall be any other meeting wheneverinthe opinion ofthe
Chairman it is necessary to hold one.

_ (2) TheChairman shall, whenever in his opinion there is need to hold
anyemergencymeeting, summon anemergencymeetingofthe Body.

(3) Whenever there is a vacancy in the membership of the Body to be
filledbythe members the Chairman maysummon a meeting ofthe Body.

(4) The Chairman shall preside at every meeting of the Body at which
he is present and in his absence the Vice-Chairman shall preside. In the
absence of both the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman the members present
shall elect one from among themselves to preside at such meeting.

(5) The business of the Body shall not be transacted after dinner, except
‘bytheleave ofthe Chairmaninexceptional circumstances, .

(6) The Chairman shall cause tobe circulated to every memberof the
Body, whois not a supernumerary nor an honorary member, a copy ofthe
minutes of a meeting which shall, if approved, be signed at thenext meeting _
by the Chairman or other memberpresiding.



(7)If the members amend these regulations, the Secretary shall’ recordin the minutes— oe
‘ @) the nameof the members presentwhen the amendment was made;
() at their request the names ofthe members voting against the amend-ment.

. 6.—(1) For the purpose oftransacting any ordinary business ofthe Body,the quorum of the members at any meeting thereof shall, in accordance -with section 3 (7) of the Act, be ten.

(2) For thepurpose ofelecting members to fill the office of Vice-Chairmanand for electing persons to be members of the Body either as ordinarymembers or as honorary members the quorum shall be fifteen.
7.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Tegulation, the procedure forthe regulation of the meetings of the Body shall be such as the Body may

of any-election toits membership—

at its discretion determine at cach meeting, so, however, that for the purpose —

(2) voting shall be by secret ballot, and os(4) acandidate shall be deemedto be elected ifno morethan 2 membersvote against him. i .(2)On the day fixed for the election of new members the names ofi duly proposed for election shall be submitted to the meetingand voted uponas provided forin paragraph (1) above.
(3) For the purpose of the election of new membersat any macetingthereof, the Chairmanshall appointtwomembersas “Returning
(4) If there are more candidates than there are vacancies to be filled eachcandidate shall be voted for in turn and, subject to the following paragraphof this regulation, a candidate shall be declared elected unless more thanone vote shall have been cast against him, -(5) If, after voting in accordance with the. provisions of paragraph (4)of this regulation, there are less vacancies than there are candidates againsteach ofwhom not more than one vote has been cast, lots shall be drawn todeterminewhich ofsuchcandidates shall fill the vacancies, -

_ (6) Notwithstanding that a candidate has failed to be elected at any onemeeting such candidate may subsequently be proposedto fill a vacancy and -may be voted for at any subsequent meeting.
8.—(1) Thereshall be set up from time to time and for such purposes as. may be determined by the Body one or morecommittees ofthe Body to beknown as “Standing Commi "» Which shall consist of a nuniber ofmembers not exceeding seven each,- _. - se(2) A Standing Committee established under paragraph (1) above shallpave?and may exercise such functions and powers as the Body may determineor direct.
(3) Every Standing Committeemay, subject to the approval of the Body,determine its own procedure at meetings,
9. The Body shall employ a and such other persons as mayfrom timeto time be deemedneceeny

a

theperformance ofits functions,The manner of appointment of such persons shall be determined by the
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10.—(1) Any person ofdistinction in any country may, if nominated by
anytwo members oftheBody, be called to the Bench as an honorarymember
thereof in accordance with this regulation.

2)The Secretary shall upon the direction of the Chairman notify the
' nomination to

all

membersand at a meeting summoned: for that purpose
offorthe election ofother members any person so nominated shail,upon the *
votes of the members present at such meeting, be duly elected by a simple
majority of the members present and voting and shall thereafter be called
to the Bench as an honorarymember thereof : Provided that the person to be
‘elected shall prior to the meeting aforesaidhave been consulted and duly
signified his acceptanceto serve asa Bencher ifso elected.

_ Supermumerary Members -
11.—(1) Amember, other than anhonorary member shall, if his notice isapproved by the Body, become su on giving notice in writing

to,the Chairmanofhisintention tobecome

such

amember,
(2) A member, not being an honorary member, shall become asuper-

numerarymember at the expiration of his membership of the Body if—
_, @)being amemberunder paragraphs (5), (e), (g), (4), (4) or (f) ofsection
3 (1) ofthe Act by virtueof am offs vise 18)O00| accordance

regulations, hehad atany time served as a Chairman
or Vice-Chairman ofthe Body ; | e a

(6) not being a former Chief Justice of Nigeria, he is the most senior
Justice of the Supreme Court in retirement ; or - _

(6) he is the most senior President of the Federal Court of Appealin
retirement ; or .

(2) he is the most Senior Chief Judge of a High Court (by whatever
name called) in retirement. .
(3) Inthis regulation, the seniority of a retired Justice of the Supreme

Court, President of the Federal Court of Appeal or Chief Judge of a
High Court, as the case may be, shall rank from the date ofhis first
appointmentto that office. —

12. A supernumerary orhonorary membershall be subject to the following
disabilities— . - -

(2) he shall not bea member ofany Standing Committee of the Body ;
and

(6) he shali not hold the office of Chairman or Vice-Chairman or any
otheroffice of the Body nor shall he occupy.the Chairman’s seat on any
occasion. .

Miscellaneous Provisions _ .

13. The Body may from timetotime require members thereof, other
than honorary and supernumerary members, to pay such subscriptions
as the Bedy may in its discretion direct to be paid, © : oo

14, All agreements made on behalf of the Body andall other instruments
shall be in the name of the Body of Benchers and signed by the Chairman
for the time being and the Secretary.



15.—(1) For thePurpose of approving the candidature of persons to be Call to the
Bar,

called to the Bar, y shall hold a meeting in the last term of eachyear or as the occasion may demand and at such meeting the names ofPersons proposed for call to theBarshall be coitsidered and approved by themembers present there :

Provided that the list of such students shall have been circulated to allmembers at least 3 days before the meeting in question, .

-_ @) Before the name ofastutlent is put forward for consideration underpatagraph 1 of this regulation, such student shall have been proposed ini at least two members and such ,ifrequi ive totheBe

p
y
a
t

ea account of the student’s character

aad

crash

all
give

tocall to the Bar.

(3) If any inlember knows of any circumstance that calls in question thesuitability of a student for cil to the Bar he shall inform the thembers atsuch meeting and the members shall thereupon decide whether or not 10 ;call suck a student to the Bar,

#) Before 4 final decision is taken on the eligibility or suitability foro the Barofany student the Vice-Chairman shall produce a certecontotheBodyshowingthe student’s standingand otherq ifications.

(5) Any student whose dpplicati for call to the Bar has been approvedby the Body isi accordance with the procedure herein shall be entitled tm»be called to the Bar on the day in the last term ofthé dining year appointedassuchbythese regulations ors0 designatedbytheBody.

0), Without prejudice to the foregoing provisions, the Body may appointany” dayinanyWiningtenes secante forthepurpose ofcallingstetentsto the Bar and, accordingly, the application ofanystudent for call to the Barmay be corisideted by the Body in anyterm ofthe dining year in atcordanve’ with theproceduresetoutini this 1

16.—(1) The Chairman shall preside on everyCall Night at which Heis- present, andin his absence theVice-Chairman shall preside,

(2) In the absence of both the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman the’ memberspresentshall electonefromamongthemselvesto preside. mo

(3) Every student proposed and approved for call tothe Bar shall on anyCail Night be dressedinhis bibs arid barrister’s gown butsliall not place hiswig of his head until he has been calied to the Bar by the Chairinan,
(4) The students to be calledshall be summoned before the members inalphabetical order, after which they shall be addressed by the Chairmanwhoshall immediately thereafter shake their hands one after another while atthe same time handing over to each studenthis certificate of Call to the Bar,
(5) Imniediately thereafter each studentso called to the Bar shall wear hiswige a a .

___ (6). Subsequently he shall appear and present himself before the Supremecourt for enrolmentas a legal practitionerin Nigerian = :

B &
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_ Attendance
at dinners. .

. days allotted to him may by arrangementattend on someother suitable

“% ee :
Without prejudice to the foregoing, if for any reason the Body Con-

sides it necessaryi do soitmay calla

any

studentin absentia.

(8) On a Call Night any student to be called:may bring not more than 2
persons who shall be either relatives or friends or both to witness his callto the Bar, and such persons shall when so requested leave the room before
dinnerafter witnessingthecall.

17.—(1) All members shall be entitled to attend the first ordinary dinnerand the first Call Night dinnerofthe currentyear.
(2) On subsequent Call Nights and ordinary dining nights any memberwhois willing to attend adinner shall so indicate by giving a notice of at leastsix days to the Secretary. .

_ (3) Subject to par aphs (1) and (2) ofthis regulation, not more than ten -meen shall beresent at any oneQo and for this purpose there shallbea roster formembers’ attendanceat each dinner ; ;
Provided that a member who is not able to attend a dinner on the cayoF

(4) There shall be a ‘Guest Night” in each dining term and subject totheavailability of space and otherfacilities every member and barrister shallbe entitled to bring a guestto dine with him on suchnight:
Provided that such memberorbarrister shall indicate to the Chairman' the name, standing and address ofhis guest at least 14 days before the Guest

Dining
terms,

__ determined by. the Body, |
(4) Subjectto such dispensation as maybegranted by the Bod , No student

Night and ifmoreapplications are received than there are spaces andfacilitiesthe Chairman ‘shall, after consultation with the appropriate committee,decidethosewhose applications shall be approved, .
(5) At each dinner including a Call Night dinner every membershallwear a silk robe on a dark lounge suit and. every barrister shall be in hisbarrister’s gown on a dark loungesuit,

__ (6) Students shall wear dark lounge suits except on every Call Night whenthose to be called to the Bar shall wear their full robes and be attired asdescribed in paragraph (3) of regulation 16 above, os
18—(1) There shall be 3 dining terms in each yéar, and duting a term thenumber of dining nights for every student shall be 3 within a total diningperiod of not lessthan 21 days, excluding Sundays, oo

‘i (2) Everystudent shall wen 7 days before the commencement of theining period give notice to the Secretary of the which he propose.to dinewithinthet period. . ay | meon wie °Pe ws
(3) ‘The charges for dining which shall be paid by members, barristerand students respectively shall be such sums as mayfom time to time be

- shall be called to the Bar in any academic year unless he has 3 dining

Discipline, .
1975 No. 15, :

1962 No, 33,

terms by dining on 3 nights in each term,

19.—(1) The professional discipline of legal practitioners shall be con~ducted in accordance with the provisions ofthe Legal Practitioners Act 1975,
The discipline of students shall be th ibili cil:ofbeThedisciplin shall be the responsibility of the Council



20.—(1) Every decision of a meeting of the Body or of any committeethereof shall, except as otherwise prescribed by or under these regulations,. be by a majorityofthe members thereof present and voting at such meeting.There shall be no casting vote,

(2) Paragraph (1) above is subject to the provisions of these regulationsrelating to the quorumeither generallyor for a particular purpose prescribedunder these regulations, Se

 

21, The Chairman may generally or in relation to any particular matterdelegate any of his functions under these regulations to the Vice-Chairman,but nothing herein shall preclude the Chairman from exercising any suchfunctions as may be so delegated...

22. Inthese regulations— a | 3
“Body” means the Body of Benchers established by the principal Act ;
“functions” includes powers and duties ;
“member” means a member of the Body ; oe
“prescribed”means prescribed in writingby the resolutions ofthe Body;

_. “dining year” means a period of 12 months begining with 1st April
in the oneyear and ending on 31st March in the succeeding year ; and

“year”, other than a dining year, meansa period of 12 months beginning
from Ist October and ending on 30th September next following.

23, These regulations maybecited as the Body of Benchers Regulations
1983.

Manzat Lagosthis 7th day of March, 1983,

Cuigr THE Hon, R, O. A. AKINJIDE, SAN
Chairman, Body ofBenchers

Hon. Justice G. 8S. Sowemimo,
Vice-Chairman, Body ofBenchers
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