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THE LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT 1975
(1975 No. 15).
Body of Benchers Regulations 1983
In exercise of the ers conferred by subsection (5) of section 3 of the
Practitioners Act 1975 and of all’ ofbms enabling it in that
%ﬁ;mmummmmmmms-

Commencement : 7th March 1983
Membership

L-(I{)C;Vl’uhoutlprq'udiceto thespwmtons of subsection (1) of section 3
of the PMﬁmusAulﬂ,amdedbytbcﬂPmcﬁﬁmm
(Mmdmmt)&dlﬂ6andthel.egaﬂ’meﬁﬁoﬂm( ) Act 1977,
the Body of Benchers (hereinafter in these regulations referred to as “the
Body”) shall comprise the following members :—

' (e theChiefJusﬁceofNigcﬁaandaﬂthe]mﬁmoﬁthuprcmeCom;
(B) the President of the Federal Court of Appeal ;
{c theAttomfy-Gencral of the Federation ;
the Chief Judge of the Federal High Court ;
e) the Chief Judges of all the States in the Federation ;
) tbaChainnanoftheCmmcilofLegal Education ;
the Attorneys-General of all the States in Nigeria ;

%) the President of the Nigerian Bar Association ;

()) twenty members of the association of not less than fifteen years
post-call standing who shall be nominated by the association ;and

(f) such number of s, not _exceeding m,whoappmtothe
Body to beeminentmangéiﬂ:o:;’the legal profession in Nigeria of not less
than 15 years post-callstanding. Members of the Body under this paragraph
shall be elected by the Body in accordance with the procedure hereinafter
setout. ; _ :

2) In addition to such persons who become members by virtue of the .
foregoing paragraph of this regulation the Body may from time to time

appoint honorary members theréof in accordance with the procedure set out
hereinafter, : :

(3) A Bencher shall cease to be a member of the Body—

a) during any period when proceedings are pending against him for
migelnductln?myl;anttosccﬁong (6) of the Act ;

(b) during any period when he is suspended for misconduct ;

(¢) if he is dismissed by the Body from membership for misconduct; or

(@) if he resigns his membership. - _ :
(4) There shall also be such number of persons who may become super-

numerary members as the Body may from time to time prescribe. ' :

2—~(1) In addition to any member who becomes a life member by virtue
of his having been the Chief Justice of Nigeria at any time—

(a) all the persons who are members by virtue of section 24 (1) (5), (¢),

(d), (¢) and (f) of the Legal Practitioness Act 1962 at the time of the
coming into operation of the Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Act1971,
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(b) the twelve persons elected by the Nigerian Bar Association under
section 24 (1) (g) of the al Practitioners Act 1962, as amended 2s afore-
sﬁaid&', who have duly elected at the time of the inaugural meeting of the

Ys - ' .

shall likewise become members for life.

(2) All persons who become members by vistue of the said section 3 (1)
{6) to (7) of the Act other than those who become life members under
the i iately preceding pasagraphshall, in the case of those who become
members by virtue of their respective offices, cease to be members at the ex-
piration of the period dusing which the offices are held, and in the case of
those who become members under the said section 3 (1) (), be members
for three yearsonly :

Provided that the Body'ma,yatits discretion and on such conditions as

it determine confer membership of the Body for life on person who
won::g otherwise not be 2 member fgr life. Nt
(3) Nothing in the foregoing provisions shall prevent—

(2) any person who is 2 member from nofifying the Chairman of the
Body of his intention to resign his membership and from ceasing to be
such a member upon so doing ; and o '

(b) any member for life from notifying the Chairman of the Body of

hismtcaﬁontoresigﬁ}ﬁsmzmbermfoﬂifemdfmmemﬁ:gwbemch

a member, and upon so doing he s become a supernumerary member.

3.—(1) Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3) of this regulation, there shall
be the offices of Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Body.

(2) The Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall each hold office for only one
year beginning in April of the one year and ending in March of the next ;

‘and upon the Chairman ceasing to be Chairman the Vice-Chairman

shall succeed him as Chairman for the next following year.

(3) Upon the Vice-Chairman becoming Chairman of the Body as stated
in the preceding paragraph, the office of Vice-Chairman shall become vacant

and shall be filled by election by the members present and voting at a meeting

of the Body called for that purpose:

Provided that any election to the office of the Vice-Chairman shall be made
in such a manner that in any year in which the Chairman is a member of the

Bench the Vice-Chairman shall be a member of the Bar ; and where the.

Chairman is a member of the Bar the Vice-Chairman shall be a member of
the Bench. : :

(4) In addition to the offices of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman the
Body may from time to time create and designate for its purposes such other
offices as it may consider necessary. =

(5) A former Chairman who ceases to hold that office may, so long as he
‘remains a2 member, be conferred with such functions and facilitiesas the Body
may from time to time direct. ' ‘

4.—(1) Whenever any vacancy occurs among the persons who become
members by virtue of section 3(1) (7) of the Act, the Nigerian Bar Asso-
ciation shall be called upon to fill such vacancy. A

(2) Whenever any vacancy occurs among those persons who become
members other than by virtue of section 3 (1) (5) of that Act the members
shall on such day and time as the Chairman may appoint decide whether or

- not such vacancy shall be filled, and the procedure set out in the following

paragraphs of this regulation shall then apply.
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© Meetings.

(3) I ifie Body decides to il all or any ofthe vacancies, the Secretary
shall’ on the day following the day of the decision send notices in writing of
the decision to every member. _
(4) Upon receipt of such notice every member who intends to propose
any person to fill any vacancy shall submit to the Chairman through the
the name or names of such person or persons for election to
fill ‘the vacancy or vacancies and the grounds upon which the proposer
considers that the candidate has attained distinction in the legal profession :
- Provided that a member shall not propose persons for considerati
thanthuearevnmu’estol:eﬁﬂéd. . ; ~ n
(5) A proposal shall not be valid unless it is received by the Secretary
not Iater than three o’clock in the afternoon of the day on which proposals
aretoclose. . . : o
6) Upon receipt of all the proposals, the Chairman shall cause a list to be
g:gg)arecf:]’:owingthemofevuy person proposed for election who has
een proposed by no fewer than two members and the list shall indicate
in respect of each candidate the following matters, that is—
(@) the date of the candidate’s call to the Bar ;
(6) the date of his admission as a legal practitioner in Nigeria ;
(c) the names of his proposers ; and _ -
(d) the ground upon which each of his - rs considers that he has
att(a?:eddisﬁncuonmthelegzlpmf&mpmpm ons N
7) The names of the candidates shall be entered in the said fist in the

: orsa'of-mlltothqBar. _ :

(8) The Chairman will then cause the list to be circulated to all members
and at the same time summon them to a meeting of the Body for the purpose
of electing persons to fill the vacancies.

*(9) The persons so pro?ose’d shall be voted for by all the members present
so, o er, that no voting shall be held unless there is 2 quorum of 15
members. : .

' _ Méetings ,
5.~(1) There shall be three statutory meetings in the dinin each of
which sgzllbeheld onaFﬁdayprecedingthecomnment% dining
term, and there shall be any other meeting whenever in the opinion of the
Chairman it is necessary to hold one. _ :
*(2) The.Chairman shall, whenever in his opinion there is need to hold
any emergency meeting, summon an emergency meeting of the Body. '

(3) Whenever there is a vacancy in the membership of the Body to be
filled by the members the Chairman may summon a meeting of the Body.

(4) The Chairman shall preside at every meeting of the Body at which
he is present and in his absence the Vice-Chairman shall preside. In the _
absence of both the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman the members present
shall elect one from among themselves to preside at such meeting,

(5) The business of the Body shall not be transacted after dinner, except
‘by theleave of the Chairman in exceptional circumstances, -

(6) The Chairman shall cause to be circulated to every member of the

Body, who is not a supernumerary nor an honorary member, a copy .of the

minutes of 2 meeting which shall, if approved, be signed at the next meeting
by the Chairman or other member presiding. ' .



(7) If the members amend these regulations, the Secretary shall record
in the minutes— - ’ '

" () the name of the members present when the amendment was made;
(9) at their request the names of the members voting against the amend-

-

'6.—(1) Forthe purpose of transacting any ordinary business of the Body,

the-quommofthemmbmatmymeenng Z shall, in accordance -

with section 3 (7) of the Act, be ten.

(2) For the of electing members to fill the office of Vice-Chairman.
and)for  purpose of electing

persons to be members of the Bodycithcrasardmary’
mcmbemorashmmymembe:sthequommshallbeﬁfteen._

7.~(1) Subject to the provisions of this regulation, the procedure for
themgu]ationofthemeeﬁngsofthe Body shall be such as the Body may
atitst}iscrcﬁondeternﬁneateachmeeﬁng, so, however, that for the purpose
of any election to its membership— )
(@) voting shall be by secret ballot, and -
(b) acandidate shall be deemed to be elected if no more than 2 members
vote against him, , - _ ’
(2) On the day fixed fortheelecﬁonofnewmembasthenamesof
i duly proposed for election shall be submitted to the meeting
and voted upon 2s provided for in paragraph (1) above,

3) For the urpose of the election of new members at any meeting
thgrgoﬂtheChali’xmanshauappoimtwomemhemas“RmMngOEi‘:mk”. '

(4! If there are more candidates than there are vacancies to be filled each

'dateshallbevotedforinmand,subjecttothefollawing paragraph

ofﬂxisregulaﬁun,a.mdidmﬁallbedeclared elected unless more than

(5) If, after votingin accordance with the -provisions of paragraph (4)

of this regulation, there are less vacancies than there are candidates against

each of whom not more than one vote has been cast, lots shall be drawn to
detetminewhichofsuchmndidatesshaﬂﬁllthcmcies. .

6) Notwithstanding that a candidate has failed to be elected at any one

mecting such candidate may subsequently be proposed to fill a vacancy and -

maybevatedforatanysubsequmtmeeﬁng _

8.—(1) There shall be set up from time to time and for such purposes as
maybedeteminedbytheBocgoneor more committees of the Body to be
known as “Standing Committees”, which shall consist of a number of

(2) A Standing Committee established under paragraph (1) dbove shall
hav;itandmayexemisesuchﬁmcﬁonsandpomastheBodymaydetcrmine
or direct, o

(3) Every Standing Committee may, subject to the approval of the Body,

i itsowuprocedureatmeeﬁngs.

9. The Body shail a #ndsuchotherpérsoﬁsasmay
from ﬁme_mﬁmebedemmsarysmmfg the performance of its functions,
Iﬁemmne:afappoinﬁnmtpfsuchpersonsshanbedetmmingd by the
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10.—(1) Any person of distinction in any countsy may, if nominated by
anytv;(memb{mofthe ,becal!edtothj;Bench as an honorary member
thereof in accordance with thi regulation, ;

(2) The Secxfﬂt::y shall upon the direction of the Chairman notify the

* nomination to all members and at 2 meeting summoned for that purpose
-or for the election of other members any person so nominated shall, upon the -

votes of the members present at such meeting, be duly elected by a simple
majority of the members present and voting and shall thereafter be called
to the Bench as an honorary member thereof : Provided that the person to be
elected shall prior to the meeting aforesaid have been consulted and duly

signified his acceptance to serve as a Bencher if so elected. : ‘ :

- - Supermumerary Members |
11.—(1) A member, other than an honorary member shall, if his notice is
approved by the Body, become on giving notice in writing
to,the Gmmmoflmﬂmmma member, :

(2) A member, not being an honorary member, shall become a super-
nunzi)e:my member at the expiration of his membership of the Body if—

. ? '’ » h . i
being a member under paragrapg;% (}1:')= g’s ga’éa‘f?:ﬁ:@ of section

- (@) bei
3 (D) ofthe Act by virtue of an office

the Act or regulations, hehad at any time served as a Chairman
or Vice-Chairman of the Body ; . Y '
(5) not being a formes Chief Justice of Nigeria, he is the most senior

Justice of the Supreme Court in retirement ; or :

(¢) he is the most senior President of the Federal Court of Appeal in

retirement ; or | , L

(d) he is the most Senior Chief Judge of a High Court (by whatever
name called) in retirement. '

(3) In this regulation, the seniority of a retired Justice of the Supreme
Court, President of the Federal Courtofm;?fpeal or Chief Judge of a
High Court, as the case may be, shall from the date of his first
appointment to that office. _

12. A supernumerary or honorary member shall be subject to the following

(@) he shall not bea member ofany Standing Committee of the Body ;
and ' ’
(8) he shall not hold the office of Chairman or Vice-Chairman or any
other office of the Body nor shall he occupy the Chairman’s seat on any

occasion

Miscellaneous Provisions
13, The Bodgrmxlhay from time to timgeisequire memberls; the;eof, other
than honorary supernumerary members, to such subscriptions
astheBodymayinitgdiscreﬁondirccttobepgidP?Y .
14. All agreements made on behalf of the Body and all other instruments
shall be in the name of the Body of Benchers and signed by the Chairman
for the time being and the Secretary. )



- Provided that the list of such students shall have been circulated to all
membcrsatlastf&dzysbeforethemeeﬁnginquesﬁon._ -

@ Before the name of 2 stulent is put forward for consideration under
pmgmphlofthisregldztion,sud:swdmabaﬂhavebmpmpowd in

- z:ihngbyatlemthvommbmand%m%xfgw@ sbaltgrvi_;ro _

Body some account of the student’s
call to the Bar. _ :

- _3) Xt any iember knows of any circumstance that calls in question the
ﬁmﬂamhﬁymhummima;

mee&ngmdthemembemshaﬂthcrmpondeﬁdewhaherormtto .

call suchi a studerit to the Bar,

4) Befote 4 final decision is taken on the cligibility suitability for
L%ﬂrvﬁmmgevwﬁim;%mm
totheBodyshoﬁngtiwstudmt’ssmdingmdothcrq ifications.

(5) Aﬁysﬁdmﬁmdppﬁuﬁonforuﬂwthe&rhmbmwed
bytthodyi:iaocordamewiﬂ:tﬁeproeedmeha&nsﬁaﬂbeenﬁdedto
be mﬂedtotheBarontbedayinﬂ:elasttbnnofﬂ:éd&ﬁngymappoinwd
zsmchbyﬂleseregldaﬁonsorsodesigmtedbytheBod 2

6) Without prejudice to the ing provisions, the Bod ppoint
: Q%$MMmamw tforthepnrposcoféll?:gys:udents
to the » accordingly, the application of any student for call to the Bar

maybeconsidﬁedbytheBodyiaan t'ermof'thediningymiaabcordam_

" with the procedure set out isi this

16.—(1) The Chairman shall preside on every Call Night at which heis  Call Nights,

- presenit, and in his dbsence the Vice-Chairman shali preside,

(2) I the absence of both the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman the
" members present shall elecwne'fromamongthemselv&topreﬁde. ;

3) Every student proposed and roved for call to the Bar shall on ar
Cd(ﬂ)lﬂﬁ“’l;e dreesedpmhls bibs an?gamsﬁer’sgownbutahall notpiaceag‘isy
wig oh hi hedd until he has been calied to the Bar by the Chairinan,

the same time handing over to each student his certificate of Call to the Bar,
(3) Itndediately thereafter each studenit so called o the Bar shall wear his
wig. -

(6). Subsequently he shall appear and present I'umself before the Supreme
court for enrolment as a legal practitionerin Nigeria, =~ - :
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Without prejudice to the foregoing, if for any reason the Body Con-
sidgr)s it necesam?y?o do so it may calleggiyng student in absentia.

(8) On a Call Night any student to be called may bring not more than 2
persons who shall be either relatives or friends or both to witness his call
to the Bar, and such persons shall when so requested leave the room before

17.—(1) All members shall be entitled to attend the first ordinary dinner
and the first Call Night dinner of the current year.

2) On subsequent Call Nights and ordinary dmin nights any member
wh(o)is willing to attend a_dinnegr shall so indicate by givxgng a notice of at least
six days to the Secretary. -

3) Subject to paragraphs (1) and (2) of this re ion, not more than ten
me(nzbm gha]l be presmpat an)2 one gigm, and for this purpose there shall
be a roster for members’ attendance at each dinner :

Providedthatamemberwhoisnotabletoaﬁéndadinner onthedad{;;r

- days allotted to him may by arrangement attend on some other suitable

(4) There shall be a ““Guest Night” in each dining term and subject to
the availability of space and other facilities every member and barrister shall
be entitled to ring a guest to dine with him on such night :

Provided that such member or barrister shall indicate to the Chairman
the name, standing and address of his guest at least 14 days before the Guest
Night and if momphcanons are received than there are spaces and facilities
the Chairman ‘shall, after consultation with the appropriate committee,
decide those whose applications shall be approved. _

(5) At each dinner including a Call Night dinner ev. member shall
wea?asilkrobeonadarkloungesuit a -evcrybarﬁsf;rryshaﬂbeinhis

arrister’s gown on a dark lounge suit, '

(6) Students shall wear dark lounge suits except on every Call Night when
thoseto-.bemﬂedtotheBarshauwmtheirfullrobesandbcatﬁred'as
described in paragraph (3) of regulation 16 above, :

18,—(1) There shall be 3 dining terms in each year, and during a term the
number of dining nights for every student shall be 3 within a total dining
period of not less than 21 days, excluding Sundays, P

(2) Every student shall at least 7 days before the commencement of the
dining period ive notice to the Secretary of the 3 d which oposes
mdingewithin%peﬁod. i o RN e

(3) The charges for dining which shall be paid by members, bassisters
and s mpactivelyshallbesuchmmasmayfromtime’totimebe '

~ (#) Subject to such dispensation as may be granted by the Bod , 00 student
aball be eoficd & he has Gupt

to the Barin any academic year unless 3 dining

19.—(1) The professional discipline of legal practitioners shall be con-
ducted in accordance with the provisions of the Legal Practitioners Act 197n5.

The discipline of students shall be th
af(Z) Educat:?on. sha | e the rmpons_tbxl_xty of the Council



20.—(1) Every decision of a meeting of the Body or of any committee
thereof shall, except as otherwise prescribed by or under these regulations,
- be by a majority of the members thereof present and voting at such meeting.
e shall be no casting vote,
(2) Paragraph (1) above is subject to the Pprovisions of these regulations
relating to the quorum either generally or for 2 particular purpose prescribed
under these regulations, fy

dei.’l; The Cgfaihlsunanﬁmmay gmund ly ﬂ(:r in relation to anti pia;-_nctﬂar matter

egate any of hi ctions under ese regulations to the Vice-Chairman,
but nothing herein shall preclude the Chairman from exercising any such
functions as may be so delegated. _ : .

22, In these regulations— . 1
“Body” means the Body of Benchers established by the principal Act ;
“functions” includes powers and duties ; '
“member” means 2 member of the Body ; o
“prescribed” means prescribed in writing by the resolutions of the Body ;
_ “dining year” means a period of 12 months begining with 1st April
in the one year and ending on 31st March in the succeeding year ; and
“year”, other than a dining year, means a period of 12 months beginning
from 1st October and ending on 3’0th September next following.

23. These regulations may be cited as the Body of Benchers Regulations
- 1983.

MapE at Lagos this 7th day of March, 1983,

Crer THE How, R, O, A, AKINJIDE, SAN
Chairman, Body of Benchers

Hon. jusucp. G. 8. Sowemimo,
Vice-Chairman, Body of Benchers
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