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NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR COLLEGES OF EDUCATION

DECREE 1989

 

-.': ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
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2. Governing Board of the Commis- the Commission.

sion.. — ; . 12, Expenditure of the Commission.
3, Tenure of Office. . 13. Annual estimates and accounts.
4, Removal from office of member of 14, Annual reports, .
. theBoard. 8 15.Power to obtain information.
5. Functions of

.

the Commission. 16. Power of ‘Minister to give directives6. Supplementary functions of the . to the Commission.__._. Commission. . 17. Interpretation.
7, Executive Secretary to the 18. Citation

_Commission. - . , 8. Staff of the Commission. , - . SCHEDULE

Po Decree No. 3 _
[132k Yantary 1989] Commence-

_ Tue Fepzral Mrtrrary Government hereby decrees as follows :—
1..There is hereby established a body to be known as the National EstablishCommission for Colleges of Education (hereafter in this Decree referred Nationalto as “the Commission”) which shall be a body corporate with perpetual Commissionsuccession and a common seal and may sue and be sued in its corporate for Collegesname.. . ofEducation

2.—(1) There shall ‘be established for the Commission a governing Governing~ Boardwhichshall consist of a Chairman and the following other members, Board
that is— . Commission.(a) three members to represent the Committee of Provosts andPrincipals of Colleges (whether known by such a nameor by any other
name) insuchawaythat oneshall be appointedto represent technical teacher
‘education and oneto represent special teacher education;

(6) one. representative of Polytechnics and Colleges of Technology
offering teacher education courses ; a
' (c) four membersfrom the Colleges of Education in Nigeria chosen in
such a way that each of the disciplines of science, humanities, education
and technology is represented ; :

(2) one representative of national organisations representing women’sinterests knowledgeable in teacher education ;
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Tenure of.
. office.

Removal —
from office of
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the Board.

~

(é) one representative ‘each ofthe following Ministries and bodies,that is— | . _
(2) the Federal Ministry of Education;. ae co
(2) the Federal Ministry of Finance andEconomic Development;
(#2) the Federal Ministry of: Science and Technology ; and .
(iv) the National Manpower Board ;._ we .
(f) four members appointed on individual merit on a nationwide basis

having special knowledge andexperience in. teacher education ;
(g) one representative of the Nigerian Union of Teachers ; |
(4) two representatives p f the Universities. to which collegesof education

are affiliated to be appointed in such a way that one will represent theStates Colleges of Education and the other Federal Colleges of Education ;
(i) three Tepresentatives of the State Ministries of Education to representtheStates inrotation for two years ata time, in such a way that at any given

time there will be even epographical spread withinthe country ;

  

a one representative of the National Board for Technical Education 3. | - |
(k) one representative of the Nigerian Academy of Education;

_@the Executive Secretary who shall be an ex-officio member of the
Board butshall not have the right tovote at themeetings ofthe Board, —

(2) The Chairman and’ other members of the Board otherthan the 7
members under paragraphs|(e), (¢) and(j) of subsection (1) of this sectionshall be appointed by the President, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces. ot Oo SS

(3) The supplemeritary, provisions contained in the Schedule to this
Decree shall have effect with respect to the proceedings of the Board andtheother matters mentionéd therein. Se 3.—(1) Subjectto theprovisions of this Decree, the Chairmanand othermemibers who are not public officers, shall serve for a period of threeyears .fromthe date of their appointments andshall be eligible for re-appointment-for another term of three years, a

(2) Any member, not being a public officer, mayresign his appointmentby a notice in writing underhis handaddressedto the Minister. o
(3) Public officers shall be members of the Board at the pleasure oftheMinister of the Ministry they represent. oe TO,
(4) Members of the Board, not being a public officers, shallbepaid such _remuneration and allowance 4s the Federal’ Military Governmentmay, from

time to time, determine.  4—(1) The Minister may at any time remove any member of the
Board from office if the fonba is of the opinion that it is not in the best ° -

oninterest of the Commissi
informthe member in writin,

(2) Where the Board
the Board of 2 memberis no
Commission, the Board may;'
concerned be removed from

or the member to continue in office and shall
to that effect through the Chairman,

S satisfied. that the continued presence on
-in the national interest or the interest of the:
recommend to the Minister that the member —
lis office. - . °
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5. The functions of the Commission shall be to—
_@advisethe Federal Military Governmentthrough the Minister andco-ordinate all aspects of teacher education falling outside the universitiesand polytechnics ; oe
(6) make recommendations on the national policy necessary for the fulldevelopmentof teacher education and the training of teachers ;
(c) lay downminimum standards forall programmesof teacher educa-tion and accredit their certificates and other academic awards after obtaining_ thereof prior approval ofthe MinisterFo
(d) approve guidelines setting out criteria for accreditation ofall collegesof education inNigeria ;
(e) determine,after consultationwith the National Manpower Boardand other bodies it considers appropriate, the qualified teachers needs ofthe country for the purpose of planningtrainingfacilities and in particular,prepare periodic master: plans for the balanced and co-ordinateddevelop-mentof collegesof education and such plans shall include—

" (é) the general programmes to be pursued by Colleges of Educationinorder to maximise the use of available facilities and avoid unneces-sary duplication while ensuring that they areadequate to the manpowerneeds of the country ; :
__ (z#) recommendation to the Ministerfor the establishment andlocationof new colleges of education as and when considered necessary ;
(tt) recommendation to the Minister for up-grading of any collegeof education to or de-recognition of any college of education asa degree awardinginstitution ;

(f) inquire into and advise the Federal Military Government on the~ financial needs, both recurrent and capital, of colleges of education to enablethem meetthe objectives of producing the trained qualified teachers of thecountry ; . Le
._ (g) receive block grants from the Federal Military Government andallocate them to colleges of education inaccordance with such formula as- maybelaid down,from timeto time, by the National Council ofMinisters ;
(h) act as the agency for channelling all external aids to colleges ofeducation in Nigeria;
(¢) advise on, and take steps to harmonise entry requirements and-durationof courses at the colleges of education;
(j) lay down standards to be attained and continually review suchstandards ; ,
(k) review. methods ofassessment of students and trainees anddevelop a scheme.of national certification for the various products ofcolleges of education in collaboration withthe Ministries of Educationand Universities to which the colleges areaffiliated ;
(1) undertake periodic reviews of the terms and conditions of serviceof personnel in colleges of education and make recommendations thereonthrough the Minister to the Federal Military Government;
(m)collate, analyse and publish any published information relating ~to teacher education ‘in Nigeria;
(z) consider any matter pertaining to teacher education as may bereferred to it, from time to time, by the Minister ; and

Functions of
the Commis-
sion,
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(0) carry out such othe | activities as are conduciveto the discharge ofits functions under this D. cree.
6. In its role of advising on all aspects of teacher education, the Com-mission shall make vodenunne as to how best to—

. _(@) stimulate and enc jurage pre-vocational technical, agricultural,*business and home economics education and such other additional subjectsmH ecconsidered necessary by the authority, as the case may be,in the primaryschools andin junior and: senior secondary schools not only. as a basisfor creating early technoldgical awareness, but also to provide suitableorientation for further education and training in technology anddirectprac-tical skills for earning a livjng ;

(5) advise on and take ‘neasures to improve the immediate and long =term prospects of technical and business education teachers with respecttostatus and remuneration, ; . : co
(c) expand the facilities. for the training of technical and business .education teachers and ensure that these teachersare exposed, both duringand after training, to practical experience; . - De
(2) involve experts both in government and industry in the design of. —courses relevant for technicnl and pte-vocational courses ; and
(e) provide encouragement for women to enter a wide range of pre- _vocational courses in technifal teacher education.

7.—(1) There shall be ippointed by the President, Commander-in-.Chief of the Armed Forces, pn the recommendation of the Minister, an _Executive Secretary to the Commission whoshall have appropriate qualifica-tion and experience in teacher, education. os eS
(2) The Executive Secretary shall be the - Chief Executive of. theCommission and shall be responsible for the execution of the policy of theCommission and the day to day'running ofthe affairs ofthe Commission. .
(3). The Executive Secretary shall hold office in the first: instance for -a period offour years and shall be eligible for re-appointment for one further —

 
term of four years or such terms as the President, Commander-in-Chief ofthe Armed Forces may, fromtimeto time, determine.

 (4) Subject to this section, the Executive Secretary shall hold office.onsuch terms as to emolument and otherwise as may bespecified in the letter -- .of appointment, as approvedt National Council of Ministers,.

nay appoint other employees of the Comimis-
sretary in the exercise of his functions under

8-—(1)The Commission
sion to assist the Executive §
this Decree.

 

   (2) The remuneration and tenure of office of the other employees of -the Commission shall be determinedby the Commission after consultation .with the Minister. :

(3) Notwithstanding the \rovisions of subsection (1) of this section,employees of the Commission tnay be appointed. by the Commission by wayof transfer or secondment from|any of the public services in the. Federation...

 



National Commissionfor Colleges of Education 1989 No. 3 A 33
 

9.—(1) It is hereby declared that services in the Commission shall bepensionable under thePensions Act 1979, and accordingly; employees of theCommissionshall,in respectoftheir services in the Commission,be entitled topensions, gratutities and other retirement benefits as are prescribed there-under,

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection.(1) of this section,nothing in this Decreeshall prevent the appointmentof a person to any officeon terms which preclude the grant of a pension andgratuity in respect ofthat office. oo, ,
(3) For the purposes of the application of the Pensions Act 1979, anypower exercisable thereunder by the Minister or authority of the Federal- MilitaryGovernment (not being the power to make regulations under section23 thereof) is herebyvested in andshall be exercisable by the Commission and‘not byany otherperson or authority.
(4) Subject to subsection (2) of this section, the Pensions Act shall in itsapplication by virtue of the subsection (3) of this section to any office, have_ effect asif the office were in the civil service of the Federation within themoeaning of the Constitution ofthe Federal Republic of Nigeria 1979,

10.—(1) There shall be established by the Commission a fund to beknown as theNational Commission for Colleges ofEducation Fund(hereafter-in this sectionreferred to as. “the fund”),
(2) There shall be paid and credited to the fund established inpursuance of subsection (1)of this section— .
(2) such sums as may be madeavailable to the Commission for allocationto colleges of education in pursuance of paragraph (g) of section 5 of thisDecree ; and nos :

(b) such other sums as may,fromtime to time, be credited to the fund by.way of payment of the principal and interest on and other charges inrespect of any loan madeout of the fund and also any interest from invest-' ments made from the fund,:

(3) Thefund shall be managedin accordance with guidelines given |_ by the Minister of Finance ; and without prejudice to the generality of thepowerto give guidelinés underthis subsection, the guidelines shall in parti-cular contain provisions

_, (@) specifying the manner in which the assets of the fund are to beheld, and regulating the making of payments into and out of the fund ;
(b) requiring thekeeping of Proper accounts and records for purposesof the fund in such form as may bespecified in the guidelines ;
(ec) requiring copies of the accounts to be audit periodically by theAuditor-General of the Federation sand

(2) requiring copies of accounts and of the auditor’s report on themto be furnished to thé National Council of Ministers through the Minister,
__11.—(1) ‘fhe Commission shall establish and maintain a separatefund from which shall be defrayed all expenditure incurred by the Com-mission other than such expenditure as may be incurred pursuanceto section10 of this Decree, ° .

Application
of Pensions
Act,
1979 No 102,

National |

of Education
Fund,

Maintenance
of _separate
fund by the
Commission.
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“next succeeding year.

report thereon.

(2) There shall be paid anjl credited to the fund established inpursuance

of subsection (1) of this section such payments as may be made to the

Commission by the Federal Ministry of Education for the running expense
of the Commission and all otherpayments or moneys from time to time .ac- |

cruingto the Commission otherwise than pursuant to section 10 of this Decree.

12, The Commission may, from timetotime, apply the proceeds of the
fund established in pursuance pf section 11 (1) of this Decree—

(a) to the cost of admiinisttation of the Commission ; —

(b) to the paymentofthe saris, fees or other remuneration or allowan- —

ces and pensions, superannuation, allowances and gratuities payable to_

members or employees. of the Commission, so however that no payment.
of any kind underthis paragraph shall be made to any person whois in
receipt of emoluments from the Government ofthe Federation or of a
State ; . a

(c) for the maintenance ofjany property vested in the Commission;and.

(d) for and in connection|with any of its functions under this Decree.

13.—(1) The Board shall submit to the Minister not Jater than 30th
Septemberin each year an estimhate of its expenditure and incomeduring the

 

 

(2) The Board shall keep] proper accounts in respect of each year(and

properrecords in relation ther#to) and shall cause the accounts to be audited

by an auditor appointed fromthelist and in accordance with the guidelines

supplied by the etaueke of the Federation, Sos

14. The Board shall prepare and submit to the Council of Ministers

through the Minister, not la er than 30th June in each year, a report in

such form as hemay direct onthe activities ofthe Commission onor.during the -

immediate preceding year, and shall ‘include in such report a copy of the

audited accounts of the Commissionfor that year and the Auditor-General’s

 

 15.—(1) For the purposes of carrying out the functions conferred on

the Commission ander this Decree, the Executive Secretary or any. other

officer authorised in that roe —_ . oe

(a) shall have a right of access to all the records of any institution to

whichthis Decree applies ; and a -

(b) may by notice in writing served on any person inchargeof any
such institution require that'person to furnish information on such matters

as may be specified in that notice. -

(2) It shall be the duty af any person required to furnish information .
pursuant to subsection (1) of this section to comply with the notice within
a reasonableperiod of time. |: te

(3) In this section, the|reference to an institution which this Decree ‘

applies is a reference to any college of educationor institution for the
production of teachers.

16. Subject to the provisions of this Decree, the Minister may give to

the Commission directives of a general character or. relating: generally to

matter of policy with regards jto the exercise by the Commission ofits func-
tions andit shall be the duty pf the Commissionto comply with such. direc~
tives.

i 
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17. In this Decree, unless the context otherwise requires— Laterpreta-
, . on.

“Chairman” means the Chairman of the Commission ;

“Commission” meansthe National Commission for Colleges ofEducation
established by section 1 of this Decree ;

“Executive Secretary” means the person appointed as the Executive
Secretary to the Commission in pursuance ofsection 6 (1) of this Decree ;

*“member”’ means a member of the Commission and includes the Chair-

man;

“Minister” means theMinister charged with responsibility for education.

18. This Decreemay becited asthe National Commission for Colleges Citation.
of Education Decree 1989.

SCHEDULE Section 2(3)

~ SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BoaRD

1. Subject to this Decree and section 26 of the Interpretation Act 1964
(which providesfor decisions of a statutory body to be taken by a majority
of its members andfor the Chairmanto have a second orcasting vote), the
Board may make standing orders regulating the proceedings of the Board or
any committee thereof.

2 Every’. meeting of the Board shallbe presided. over by the Chair-
man orifthe Chairmanis unable to attend a particular meeting, the members
present atthe meeting shall elect one of their number to preside at the
meeting. 7

3. The quorum ataatheetingof the Board shall consist of the Chairman
(or, in an appropriate case, the person presiding at the meetingpursuant to
paragraph 2 ofthis Schedule) and eight other members.

4, Where. upon any special occasion, the Board desires to obtain
the advice of any person on any particular matter, the Board may co-opt
thatperson tobe member for as many meetings as may be necessary, and that
personwhile co-opted shall have all the rights and privileges of a member,
except that he shall not be entitled to vote or count towards a quorum.

§.—(1) Subject to its standing orders, the Board may appoint
such number ofstanding and ad-hoc committees as it thinks fit to consider
and report on any matter with which the Board is concerned.

(2) Every committee appointed under the provisions of sub-paragraph
_ (1) of this paragraph shall bepresided over by a member of the Board and
shall be madeup of such numberof persons,not necessarily members of the
Board as the Board may determineiin each-case.

6. The decision of a committeea be of no effect until confirmed by
the Board. .

7. Thefixingofthe seal of the Commission shall be authenticated by
the. signature of the Chairman orof the Executive Secretary of the Com-
mission.
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_ interest to. the Board or coni

8, Any contract or instrument whichif made bya person not being a

body corporaté, would not be réquired to bé under seal may be made or

executed on behalfof the Commission by the Executive Secretary or by any —

other person generally or specifically authorised to act for that purpose by

the Commhission. os .

 

 

_ 9. Any documentpurpo ing to be a contract, instrument or other docu-

mént sighed orsealéd on behalf of the Commiiision shall be réceivéd in evi-

derice ahd, uniéss the cdistrary is proved, beprésiimed without Further ptoof,

to have been so signed or sealed.

10. The validity of any proceedings of the Board or a committee:

thereof shall not be adversely, affected— eo

(a) by any vacancy in the membership of the Board or committee ;

or - _ oo

(b) by any defect in the appointment of a member of the Board

ot Committee ; or

(c) by reason that a person not entitled to do so took part in the pro-

ceedings. a, a) oo

11. Any member of
personal interest in any con
be considered by the Bo

 

  

 

   

  

act or atrangement entered into or proposed. to

‘dot committee shdll forthwith disclose his

rimittee and shall not vote on’ any question

relating to the contract or| arrangement. _ ,

~ Mabe at Lagosthis 13thday of January 1989.

General I. B. BABANGIDA,
President, Commander-in-Chief

“of the Armed Forces,.

Federal Republic of Nigeria —

EXPLANATORY NoT#

(This note does notforip part of theabove Decree but is intended to

ce explain its purport) Be

The Decree establishes! a National Comnilssion for Colleges of Eduta-

tion to, amongst other things, advise the Federal Military Goverriment'on |

ali aspects of teacher education. falling outside the universities and poly-

technics and make recomtiendations on the national policy for the full

development of teachers’ education in Nigeria.
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