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e Decree No. 3 -
| | | [13¢h Yanuary 1989] g.g?mw
THE FEDERAL MiLiTARY  GOVERNMENT hereby decrees as follows :—

1. There is hereby established a body to be known as the National E“’“L’H'?fh‘ !
Commission for Colleges of Education (hereafter in this Decree referred oo o
to as “the Commission”) which shall be a body corporate with perpetual Commission

succession and a common seal and may sue and be sued in its corporate  for Colleges
name. . : of Education

. 2—(1) There shall‘be established for the Commission a governing Governing
Board which shall consist of a Chairman and the following other members, oBf";'ﬁf

that is— : Commission.
(a) three members to represent the Committee of Provosts and
 Principals of Colleges (whether known by such a name or by any other
name) in such a way that one shall be a?pointed to represent technical teacher
~education and one to represent special teacher education ; '
(6) one. representative of Polytechnics and Colleges of Technology
offering teacher education courses ; _
~ (¢) four members from the Colleges of Education in Nigeria chesen in
such a way that each of the disciplines of science, humanities, education
and technology is represented ;
(d) one representative of national organisations representing women’s
interests knowledgeable in teacher education ;
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(¢) one representative| each of the following Ministries and bodies,
that is— ; . - )

(#) the Federal Mmtstry of Education ;. ;

(#) the Federal Ministry of Finance and Economic Development ;

(#) the Federal Ministyy of: Science and Technology ; and

(i) the National Manpower Board ; C

(f) four members appointed on individual merit on a nationwide basis
having special knowledge and.experience in teacher education ;

(2) one representative of the Nigerian Union of Teachers ;

(%) two representatives of the Universities to which coll of education
are affiliated to be appointed in such a way that one Wi‘]:%eiepresgnt the
States Colleges of Educatifn and the other Federal Colleges of Education ;.

(i) three representatives of the State Ministries of Education to represent

the States in rotation for two years ata time, in such a way that at any given
time there will be even g ographical spread within the country ;

(7) one representative of the National Board for Technical Education ;

(%) one representative of the Nigerian Academy of Education . _

(f) the Executive Secretary who shall be an ex-officio member of the
Board but shall not have tl}c right to vote at the meetings of the Board.

(2) The Chairman ‘other members of the Board other than the
members under paragraphs|(e), (? and () of subsection (1) of this section
shall be appointed by the President, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces. : o

(3) The supplemeritary provisions contained in the Schedule to this
Decree shall have effect with respect to the proceedings of the Board and
the other matters mentio >d therein. ' T :

3.—(1) Subjectto theprovisions of this Decree, the Chairman and other
members who are not pub]iinoﬂiccrs, shall serve for a period of three years
from the date of their appointments and shall be eligible for re-appointment
for another term of three years. - ' _ "

(2) Any member, notbeing a public officer, may resign his appointment
by a notice in writing under his hand addressed to the Minister,

(3) Public officers shall be members of the Board at the pleasure of the
Minister of the Ministry the; [ represent. . : :

(4) Members of the Bo
remuneration and allowance
time to time, determine.

4—(1) The Minister may at any time remove any member of the
Board from office if the Minjster is of the opinion that it is not in the best
interest of the Commission for the member to continue in office and shall
inform the member in writing to that effect through the Chairman, '

(2) Where the Board s satisfied. that the continued presence on
the Board of a member is nof in the national interest or the interest of the -
Commission, the Board ‘recommend to the Minister that the member
concerned be removed from hi ? h

d, not being a public officers, sha]l_be_ paid such -
s the Federal Military Government may, from

s office.
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3. The functions of the Commission shall he to—

(a) advise the Federal Military Government through the Minister and
co-ordinate all aspects of teacher education falling outside the universities
and polytechnics ; :

(6) make recommendations on the national policy necessary for the full
development of teacher education and the training of teachers ;

(c) lay down minimum standards for all programmes of teacher educa-
tion and accredit their certificates and other academic awards after obtaining
thereof priorapproval of the Minister - .

(d) approve guidelines setting out criteria for accreditation of all colleges
of education in Nigeria ; : : _

(¢) determine, after consultation with the National Manpower Board
and other bodies it considers appropriate, the qualified teachers needs of
the country for the purpose of planning training facilities and in particular,
prepare periodic master plans for the balanced and co-ordinated develop-
ment of colleges of education and such plans shall include— -

~ (£) the general programmes to be pursued by Colleges of Education
in order to maximise the use of available facilities and avojd unneces-
sary duplication while ensuring that they are adequate to the manpower
needs of the country ; - :

(i) recommendation to the Minister for the establishment and location
of new colleges of education as and when considered necessary ;

(#i) recommendation to the Minister for up-grading of any college
of education to or de-recognition of any college of education as
a degree awarding institution
(f) inquire into and advise the Federal Military Government on the
financial needs, both recurrent and capital, of colleges of education to enable
them meet the objectives of producing the trained qualified teachers of the
country ; : @
- (8) receive block grants from the Federal Military Government and
ocate them to colleges of education in accordance with such formula as
may be laid down, from time to time, by the National Council of Ministers ;

(%) act as the agency for channelling all external aids to colleges of
education in Nigeria ; -

(¢) advise on, and take éteps to harmonise entry requirements and
duration of courses at the colleges of education ;

() lay down standards to be attained and continually review such
standards ; )

(k) review methods of assessment of students and trainees and
develop a scheme of national certification for the various products of
colleges of education in collaboration with the Ministries of Education
and Universities to which the colleges are affiliated ;

() undertake periodic reviews of the terms and conditions of service
of personnel in colleges of education and make recommendations thereon
through the Minister to the Federal Military Government ;

(m) collate, analyse -and publish any published information relating -

to teacher education “in Nigeria ;

t(n_) consider any matter pertaiﬁing to teacher education as may be
referred to it, from time to time, by the Minister ; and

Functions of
the Commis-

sion,
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(0) carry out such othef activities as are conducive to the discharge of
its functions under this Decree. :

6. In its role of advising on all aspects of teacher education, the Com-
mission shall make recommehdation as to how best to—

(a) stimulate and encfjurage pre-vocational technical, agricultural,
business and home economics education and such other additional subjects
considered necessary by the authority, as the ‘case may be, in the primary
schools and in junior and! senior secondary schools not only. as a basis
for creating early technolggical awareness, .but also to provide suitable
orientation for further edur%tion and training in technology and direct prac-
tical skills for earning a livjng ; s Wt # CTeb

(b) advise on and take fneasures to improve ‘the immedijate and long "
term prospects of technical and business education teachers with respect
to status and remuneration ; Yy PR ey -

(c) expand the facilities for the training of technical and business
education teachers and ensyre that these teachers are exposed, both during
and after training, to practical experience ; T

(d) involve experts both|in government and industry in the design of
courses relevant for technichl and pre-vocational courses ;and

(¢) provide encouragement for women to enter - wide range of pre- _
vocational courses in technigal teacher education. : :

7.~(1) Therte shall be {ppointed by the President, Commander-in-.
Chief of the Armed Forces, pn the recommendation of the Minister, an
Executive Secretary to the Commission who shall have appropriate qualifica-
tion and experience in teacher education, " ' '

(2) The Executive Sécrekary shall be the - Chief Executive of the
Commission and shall be responsible for the execution of the policy of the
Commission and the day to day: running of the affairs of the Commission. -

(3) The Executive Secretary shall hold office in the first. instance for
a period of four years and shal] be eligible for re-appointment for one further
term of four years or such terms as the President, Commander-in-Chief of
the Armed Forces may, from time to time, determine.

(4) Subject to this section the Executive Secretary shall hold office. on
such terms as to emolument d otherwise as may be specified in the letter .

- .of appointment, as approved blthe National Council of Ministers,.

8—(1) The Commission
sion to assist the Executive S
this Decree.

nay appoint other employees of the Commis-
cretary in the exercise of his functions under

(2) The remuneration and tenure of office of the other employees of
the Commission shall be deter: ined by the Commission after consultation
with the Minister., e -.

(3) Notwithstanding the E;rovisions of subsection (1) of this section,
employees of the Commission tnay be aj pointed by the Commission by way
of transfer or secondment from|any of the public services in the Federation.
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9.—(1) It is hereby declared that services in the Commission shall be
pensionable under the Pensions Act 1979, and accordingly; employees of the
Commission shall, in respect of their services in the Commission, be entitled to
pensions, gratutities and other retirement benefits as are prescribed there-
under, - '

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection. (1) of this section,
nothing in this Decree shall prevent the appointment of a person to any office
on terms which preclude the grant of a pension and gratuity in respect of
that office. ; :

(3) For the purposes of the application of the Pensions Act 1979, any
power exercisable thereunder by the Minister or authority of the Federal
Military Government (not being the power to make regulations under section
23 thereof) is hereby vested in and shall be exercisable by the Commission and
not by any other person or authority.

(4) Subject to subsection (2) of this section, the Pensions Act shall in its
application by virtue of the subsection (3) of this section to any office, haye
effect as if the office were in the civil service of the Federation within the
Toeaning of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1979,

10.—(1) There shall be established by the Commission a fund to be

wn as the National Commission for Colleges of Education Fund (hereafter-
in this section referred to as “the fund”). . .

(2) There shall be paid and credited to the fund established in
pursuance of subsection (1) of this section—

(a) such sums as may be made available to the Commission for allocation
to colleges of education in pursuance of paragraph (g) of section 5 of this
Decree ; and _ :

(b) such other sums as mé;y,_froﬁzl time to time, be credited to the fund by
-way of payment of the principal and interest on and other charges in
respect of any loan made out of the fund and also any interest from invest-

' ments made from the fund,

(3) The fund shall be managed in accordance with guidelines given .

by the Minister of Finance ; and without prejudice to the generality of the
power to give guidelines under this subsection, the guidelines shall in parti-
cular contain provisions-—

(a) specifying the manner in which the assets of the fund are to be
held, and regulating the making of payments into and out of the fund ;

(b) requiring the keeping of proper accounts and records for purposes
of the fund in such form as may be specified in the guidelines ;.

(¢) requi_ri:ig copies of the accounts to be audited periodically by the
Auditor-General of the Federation ; and ;

(d) requiring copies of accounts and of the auditor’s report on them
to be furnished to the National Council of Ministers through the Minister.,

1L.—(1) ‘Che Commission shall establish and maintain a separate
fund from which shall be defrayed all expenditure incurred by the Com-
mission other than such expenditure as may be incurred pursuance to section
10 of this Decree, '

Application
of Pensions

1979 No 102,

National
Commission
for Colleges
of Education
Fund,

Maintenance
of separate
fund by the
Commussion.
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(2) There shall be paid anfl credited to the fund established in pursuance
of subsection (1) of this section such payments as may be made to the
Commission by the Federal Ministry of Education for the running expense
of the Commission and all otl:ﬁ; payments or moneys from time to time . ac-
cruing to the Commission otherwise than pursuant to section 10 of this Decree,

12, The Commission ma , from time to time, apply the proceeds of the

fund established in pursuance df section 11 (1) of this Decree— -

(@) to the cost of administration of the Commission ;

(&) to the payment of tl;iEJies, fees or other remuneration or allowan- -
ces and pensions, superannhation, allowances and gratuities payable to
members or employees. of the Commission, so however that no payment
of any kind under this paragraph shall be made to any person who is in
receipt of emoluments from the Government of the Federation orof a
State ; ) '

(¢) for the maintenance of jany property vested in the Commission ; and -
(d) for and in connection |with any of its functions under this Decree.

13.—(1) The Board shall submit to the Minister not later than 30th
September in each year an estifhate of its expenditure and income during the
next succeeding year. ‘

(2) The Board shall keep| proper accounts in respect of each year (and
proper records in relation therfito) and shall cause the accounts to be audited
by an auditor appointed from the list and in accordance with the guidelines
supplied by the Auditor-General of the Federation. : "o

14. The Board shall prepare and submit to the Council of Ministers
through the Minister, not later than 30th June in each year, a report in
such form as he may direct on the activities of the Commission on or during the
immediate preceding year, and shall include in such report a copy of the
audited accounts of the Commission for that year and the Auditor-General’s

15.—(1) For the purpos¢s of carrying out the functions conferred on
the Commission under this Decree, the Executive Secretary or any other
officer authorised in that behl — e

(@) shall have a right of jaccess to all the records of any institution to
which this Decree applies ;jand LR
(b) may by notice in writing served on any person in charge of any
such institution require that person to furnish information on such matters
as may be specified in that potice. _ :
(2) It shall be the duty of any person required to furnish informatio
pursuant to subsection (1) of this section to comply with the notice within
a reasonable period of time. |. Ao N
(3) In this section, the|reference to an institution which this Decree
applies is a reference to any college of education or institution for the
production of teachers, - '

16. Subject to the provigions of this Decfee,vthe Minister may give to
the Commission directives of a general character or relating. generally to
matter of policy with regards fto the exercise by the Commission of its func-

‘tions and it shall be the duty pf the Commission to comply with such direc-

tives.
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17. In this Decree, unless the context otherwise requires— Interpreta-

“Chairman” means the Chairman of the Commission ;

“Commission” means the Natlonal Commission for Colleges of Education
established by section 1 of this Decree ;

“Executive Secretary” means the person appointed asthe Executive
Secretary to the Commission in pursuance of section 6 (1) of this Decree ;

“member” means a member of the Commission and includes the Chair-
man ; : '

“Minister” means the Minister charged with responsibility for education.

18. This Decree may be cited as the National Commission for Colleges Citation.
of Education Decree 1989.

SCHEDULE Section 2(3)

SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD

1. Subject to this Decree and section 26 of the Interpretation Act 1964
(which provides for decisions of a statutory body to be taken by a majority
of its members and for the Chairman to have a second or casting vote), the
Board may make standing orders re gulatmg the proceedmgs of the Board or
any commlttec thereof.

2 Every meeting  of the Board shall be presided over by the Chair-
man or if the Chairman is unable to attend a particular meeting, the members
present at the meeting shall elect one of their number to preside at the
meeting. :

3. The quorum at a meéeting of the Board shall consist of the Chairman
(or, in an appropriate case, the person presiding at the meeting pursuant to
paragraph 2 of this Schedule) and eight other members.

4. Where upon any special occasion, the Board desires to obtain
the advice of any person on any particular matter, the Board may co-opt
that person tobe member for as many meetings as may be necessary, and that
person while co-opted shall have all the rights and privileges of a member,
except that he shall not be entitled to vote or count towards a quorum.

5.-—(1) Subject to its standing orders, the Board may appoint
such number of standing and ad-hoc committees as it thinks fit to consider
and report on any matter with which the Board is concerned.

2) Every committee appointed under the provisions of sub-paragraph
(1) of this paragraph shall be presided over by a member of the Board and
shall be made up of such number of persons, not necessarily members of the
Board as the Board may determme in each case.

6. The decision of a committee shall be of no effect until confirmed by
the Board. :

7. The fixing of the seal of the Commission shall be authenticated by

the signature of the Chairman or of the Executive Secretary of the Com-
mission.
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8. Any contract or instryment which if made by'a person not being 2
body corporaté, would not bg réquired to be under séal may be made or
executed on behalf of the Congmisgion by the Executive Secretary or by any -
other person generally or’ qup‘iﬁca]ly authorised to act for that purpose by
the Comrnission. : e :

9. Any document pu.rgoﬁ,fng to be a contract, instrument or other docu-
mént sighed or sealed on ehhlf of the Commiidsion shdll be réceivéd in evi-
Qe 20d. unléss the contrary i8 proved, be phésimed withiout Further ptoof,
to have been so signed or sealed. = - b ow _ _ '

10. The validity of any proceedings of the Board or 2 committee-
thereof shall not be adversely| affected— . e '

(a) by any vacancyin the membership of the Board or committee ;

or

(b) by any defect in the appointmént of a member of the Boa_fd
ot committée ; or :

(c) by reason that a person not entitled to do so took part in the pro-

ceedings.

11. Any member of
ersonal intefest in any contk

e Board or a committee thereof who has a

:t or arrangement entered into or proposed to
be considered by the B of committeé shdll forthwith disclose his

interest to. the Board or committee and shall not vote on’ any quéstion
relating to the contract or|arrangement. -

MabE at Lagos this 13t1"rfdajr of Jinuary 1989.

GeNeraL 1. B. BABANGIDA,
President, Commander-in-Chief
Federal Republic of Nigeria

ExPLiNA'i'ORVi Nortk

part of the above Decree but is intended to
o " explain its purport) e

The Decree establishes| a Natiohal Comniission for Colleges of Educa-
tion to, amongst other things, ddvise the Federal Military Goverrimént on
all aspects of teacher education falling outside the universities and poly-
téchnics and make re‘comt}iendations on the national policy for the full
development of teachers’ education in Nigeria. -

(This note does not
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