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l"l'uL[. TEX'T OF HIS EXCELLFNCY THE AC'EIN(S, PRESIDENT'S SPEECH .
I have tonight Becn.ad»-ised‘ by the Council of Ministers that?:he;' had come to the unanimous decision .

voluntarily to hand over the administration of the ceuntry to the Armed Forces of the Republic with immediate - i
vHect, - ! - : =
¥ 5

All Mfini;rsters are assured of chﬁair personal safety by the new administration,

= LR 3 . . i . 3 wis = g : .
I will now call upon the Genera] Officer Commanding, Major-General Aguivi-Ironsi, to make a statement
to the nation ‘or the policy of the new administration. . ; i

It is miy fervenc! hope that the|new admijnistration will ensure the peace and stabilit}"? of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria and that all citidens will give them their full co-operation. -

i

Ciovernment .\"iﬂf e .\';!. 148 : ) / i =
FULLTEXT! OF THE SPEECH OF MAJOR-GENERAL To 1% U.'.—\GUIYI—IRONSI,
© THE GENERAL OFFICER CO:\I%‘IIA:\TDING THE NIGERIAN ARMY

The Government of the Federation of Nigeria having' ceased to fy

have been invited to form an Interim Military Government for the purp
and of maintaining essential services. .

. P n
nction, - the Nigerian Armed Forces
oses of maintaining law and order,
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2. This invitation has been accerted, and 1, _(it'l?-t‘l"dl J. L C. é%g_uiyi-lrbm'i, the General Otficer Com-
manding the Nigerian Army, have been formally invested with authority as Head of thé Federation Military
Government, and Supreme Cot;nmmdcr of the Nigerian Arm:;d Fm'ct:s. ,

) b _ ] i N
! Sespensios OF CERTAIN PARTS OF THE QO‘.\'STI‘[{TIO}; i
; ¢ @
The Federation Z\IilitJnr_v Government hereby decrees i— i :
¥ . ; Ul ] 'y
-3

(@) the suspension of the provisiuns of the Cnnst‘itut‘iem' of the Fdderation relating to the office of President,
the establishment of Parlianient, and of the othice of Prime Ministeg ; L _ :
(b) the suspension of the provisions of the:Constitutions of thEL. Regions relafing to the establishment of
., the offices ot Regional Governors, Revional Premiers and Executiyve Councils, and Regional Legislatures.
| ST !
. APPU:_\G'{.\:'.?F} or REGIoNAL MILITARY GOVERNORS |

£ © i

>

£ {
‘The Federation Military Goverrment fugther decrees 1 —

B3

i

(a) that there shall be® app,oin\tcd 2 Military Governor in cac;%chion of the Fideration, who shall be
directly responsible to the Federaton Ailizasy Government for the good government of the Region ;

" (b) he aﬁpointme‘ﬁt as Adviser to the Military Governor of the Region, of the last person to hold the’
ottice of Governor of the Région under the suspended provisions of the Constitution. i
i * - &

THE JUTCIaRY, 1 i1 CIvIL SERVICE A.\"DETHF. PoLiCcE
The Federation Military Government further decrees :— i 1 [

(a) that the Chief Justice and 41 other holders of judicial gppointments ‘within the Federation shall
-  continue in their appointments, and that the judiclary uenera‘i}}' shall’ continue to function under their
€ g statutes ; . ' o 3 s
*(b) that all holders of appointzents m the Civil Service o‘!_" the Federation and of the Regions shall,
continue to hold their appointnicnts and o carrvrout their dutiés in the normal way, and that similarly they
Nigeria Police Force and the Nizeria Spectal Constabulary shall continue to exercise their functions n thi
normal way ; : i . :
(¢) that all Local Government Totiee Ioees and Native Authority: Police Forces shall be placed under
the overall command of the Inspeet r-Gene ral. d o i : '
< ; : -
151 irvan Arras PoLiey

i

The Federation Military Goerpment - gnnounces, in connection with the internal ' affairs of the
Federation:— i
L. i b E J ) ; & . . sr - §
(a) thatitis determined to suppress the current disorders ut} ‘the Western Region and in the Tiv area of
the Northern Region ; ’ A )
() that it will declare Martiai Law in any arel of the i-‘cdcrzstion in which: disturbuances continue’;
{c) that it is its inténtion to muuntsin Lus and order in the Federation until such time as a new Constitution
for the Federation, prepared in aceordance with the wishes of the people, is brought into being.
P * ExrrsNaL AvFAIRS POL?ICY O
T i a i . : *
The Federation Military Goiernment announces, in cimnect_ion -with the external . affairs of the
country :— : H : : .

(a) that it is desirous of maintanmny the cuisting diplomatic felations with other States ; and

(b) that it is its intention_to honour alf treu[)‘:_ obligations and all financial agreements and obligations
& entered into by the previous Governrent. ; | -

¢ -
o Iy 5
- # Cirzens 3o Co-OPERATE i :
; The Federation Military Geverntient culls upon all citizens of the Federation to extend their full co-
operation to the Governument In the Lrcent task of restoring law hnd order in the present crisis, and to continue
in their normal occupations. = I .
k
Gorcrnment Notice No- 149 § 3

. PRESS STATEM
1. The Federal Military Goémnent of Nigeria has taken

2. The functions of the Federd AMirary Government will
1s of which will be annotze. ! Leer,

b
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aver the administration of the gountf_v.
be cxercised by a Supreme Military Council
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ies in cha.rge of Federal Ministries will continue’ in their office carrving out

rhent and they shall be directly respopsible to the Federal Military Govern*
ment wheq: cOnstuute » : ‘ P :
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4. In'the Regmns, there mll be I\Ilhtary (:o» ernmernts um;ler a Military Governor assisted by an adviser
who is the last person to hgld the office of Regional Governor. The normal functions 6f Government in
eacH Region will be carriedMon by the Permanent Sec;etanes in the Regions, and they will be directly
T spons:b].(. to the Military Cm\ ments there

5. The Regiorial Military Goyernments are: directly responsible to the Head of the Federal ~\lettm—)
Gme:m;nent and Supreme Commander of the Armed Porces, Federal T{epubhc of \;;gena

6. Public Corboratmns and oOther s
' under their approprnl:c T\Imlsmes

V i - A - e

n_xtory bodies, :,_uch as local governments, will continue to function
i 4 i )

7. All existing laws, regulati
until cither moditied or abrogate

Major-GeNeraL J. T. U’ Acurvi-Iroxst,
_ Head of the Federal Military Government,.

Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces;?
Fedetal Republic df Nigeria 22

17th January 1966,

. Government Notice, Xo. 150 !

\B‘)I‘\CI OF CI‘RT AIN MIL IF%RY OFI-ICER‘-J I:RO\I THET ] .

The Hcad of the Federal ‘\‘[ﬂl,;arg (overnment, Supremt.. Commander of the Armed I"orces hereby :
1) dwectq that all military Off}LiCt.i‘S who have left their; postb must return thereto and, resuiie their normal . "
duties immediately; and : '

() decmes that fallure to domply with thc‘;c dlrecndm will be dealt with in aced d'mcr: with the
P

provisiens of th<I Armiy -\ct 19 . . X
ol Major-GeneEraL J. T. UL Acurvid]roxs,
- . | Head of the Federal 1lilitary Government

Supreme Commander of th:. Armed
Federal Republic of Nigeria

B

-

‘17'th-]n__nu_ar3.r 19.'66; : , . i
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Gouvernment Notice No.151 ~ |

: ; APPOI#\T’\IE'\T OF ‘\IILIT ARY* GOVERNORS

.
* o

' 4 The Head of! the Itederal Military, Gmemment

appointed- the follo“mg as ’\Ill;tar\' Govetnors with effect
; ‘\*ORTHER\ NIGERIA {7
© Major.Hassan Usuman lKatsma

hAS'rElw ’\mERn :
' 'Lt -Col Chukwuemeka ddmnegwu o jukd

Wss‘ram\' ‘NIGERIA
Lt. Qol I‘ranms Adekunle Fajuyi

© Mip- WES'ITRN N!GLRH w
*;Lt-Col. David Akpode Ejoor _

| ; -
Supreme C ommander of the Armed Forces, has

from the 18th of Junuary, 1966 :— §
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Government Notice No, 1527 \ , ) i | ’ : ; .
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i : * CHANGE> IN CIVIL SERVICE, NOMENCLATURE 8

"The Head of the l"cderu.']:‘.\lilif-l?y Gusernment, Supreme Comii ander of the Am1cd'11'orres.\l‘1 s

. Gosernment, | approved
- changes in nomenclature of the following uffices with effect from 1:l e 16th of January, 1966 :—

, -Old Title : i | Newdite

‘Secref.ary to the Prime Minister anid ; 'Fcremry to the Federal Military 1 -
Council .of Ministers .o - . | ‘Government, Head of the Civil L
; ) { |Service, c/o Cabinet Office, Lagos. TN

Secretary to the President tincipal Secriztaf_\-, State House, Lagos, \

: 13 ! N e e :

Secretary to the Premier, ) ? 13 eTLcretary to the Military Govérnment, \

Northern Region, Kaduna ¢ Northern Nigeria, Kaduna. , N

Chief Secrctaq- to the Premuer. R . \fe_:crctan' to the Mi'f'i'tar_\— Government,
Eastern Region, Enugu ? : » .Eastern Nigeria, Enugu. ' :
Setretkry to the Premier and Executive

: to tl ] ¢ Secretary to the Military Government,
Council, Western Region, Ibadin

MWestern Ni eria, Ibadan. -

Sec;r:eta.r}: to the Premier and Executive I Becretarv to the Mi]itar}:_ Government,
Council, Mid-Western Remon. Benin City 7 ;

Mid-W esterp Nigeria, Benin City.
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