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MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT
(2 0 0 7  Np. 2 7 ) •

M e rc h a n t Shipping (Training Institutions) Regulations 2010

[9 //l March, 2 0 1 0 ] Commcncc-
mcni.

In exercise of the powers conferred upon me by Section 82 of the Merchant Shipping 
Act, 2007 and of all other powers enabling me in that behalf, I, IRRAHIM ISA RIO,
Minister of Transportation, hereby make the following Rules :

1. The Minister may, if satisfied that a school of training offers adequate Minister io
preparation of seafarers for certification, in accordance with the standards laid Grant 
clown in the Convention, by notice in the Gazelle grant recognition to the K<x-'i>gniiii>n 
institution. 111

Appropriate
Case.

2. The Minister shall ensure that— Trainingand
Assessment.

' (<■/) the training and assessment of seafarers who have undergone training 
in a school of training referred to in regulation 1 of these Regulations shall lie 
administered, supervised and monitored in accordance with the provisions of 
section A -1/6 of the Code ; and

'(/■>) those responsible for the training and assessment of the competence 
of seafarers, as required under the Convention, are appropriately qualified in 
accordance with the provisions of section A-1/6 of the Code for the type and 
level of training or assessment involved.

3. —(1) The Minister shall ensure that— Quality
Standards.

(a ) in accordance with the provisions of section A-l/8 of the Code, all 
training and assessment of competence, ccrtifictition, endorsement and 
revalidation activities carried out by non-governmental agcneics or entities 
under his control are continuously monitored through a quality standards 
system to ensure achievement of defined objectives, including those relating 
to the qualifications and experience of instructors and assessors;

(b ) where governmental agencies or entities perform such aetivities, there 
shall he a quality standards system ; and

(c )  an evaluation is periodically undertaken in accordance with the 
provisions of section A-l/8 of the Code by qualified persons who are not 
themselves involved in the activities concerned.

4. The Minister shall ensure that the performance standards and other Use of 
provisions set forth in section A-1/12 and such other requirements as arc 
prescribed in Part A of the Code for any certificate concerned are complied
with in respect of—



Chief
Examiner.

Intcrprclniion.

Citation'.

(a )  all mandatory sim ulator-based tra in ing  ;

(b )  any assessm ent o f  com petency  req u ired  by Part A of the Code 
which is carried out by m eans o f  a  sim u la to r ; and

(c) any demonstration, by m eans o f  a sim ulator, o f  continued proficiency 
required by Part A o f the Code.

5. The M inister shall designate a su itab ly  qualified  master mariner or 
chief engineer as chief exam iner for the purpose o f  conducting examinations 
of all categories o f seafarers in accordance w ith  the standards laid down by 
the Convention and the chief exami ner m ay by notice publish directions regarding 
the nature, details and conduct o f  the said  exam inations.

6. In these Regulations—

"Act" means the M erchant S h ipp ing  A c t ;

"certificate o f competency" m eans an app rop ria te  certificate issued by 
the M inister;

"Code" means the S eafarers’ T ra in ing  C ertifica tion  and Watchkeeping 
Code adopted by the 1995 C o n fe re n ce  o f  pa rlie s  to the International 
Convention on Standards o f  T rain ing  C ertifica tion  and Watchkeeping for 
Seafarer, 1978 ;

“Convention” m eans the In te rn a tio n a l C o n v en tio n  on Standards of 
Training, Certification and W atchkeeping  fo r S eafarers, 1978, as amended 
on 7 July 1995;

“school o f  training” m eans an  ed u ca tio n a l institu tion  which has the 
main objective o f training o f  seafarers fo r sea  serv ice in accordance with 
the requirements o f the C onvention.

7. These Regulations m ay be c ited  as the M erch an t Shipping (Training
Institutions) Regulation 2010. ’rl .

Made at Abuja this 9th day of March, 2010.

I brahim Isa Bio 
M inister o f  Transportation
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MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT "
‘ : ' • (2007 No. 27)

M erchant Shipping (Training and Certification of 
Seafarers) Regulations 2010

[9 t l l .M a r c h ,  2010] Commence- 
menu

In exercise of (lie powers conferred upon me by Section 82 of the Merchant Shipping 
Act, 2007 nnd of nil other powers enabling me In that behalf, 1, InHMUM I sa  Bio, Minister 
of Transportation, hereby make the following Rules :

1. A person is qualified as an officer if he holds a certificate of competency, Qualification 
o r  a certificate treated as equivalent to a certificate of competency, pursuant to “snw«fficcr. 
regulation 7 of these Regulations in one of the following capacities—

(a) m aster ; or 

(/;) ch ief m ale ; or

(c) officer in charge of a navigational watch; or

(d) ch ief engineer officer; or

(e) second engineer officer; or

(J) o fficer in charge of an engineering watch ; or

(g) radio operator.

2 .— ( 1 )  The Minister may recognise a certificate of competency issued Recognition 

by o r under the authority of another State party to the Convention to a master, ^
o fficer o r radio  operator if the Minister is satisfied that—

(a) the requirem ents of the Convention relating to standards of 
com petence, the issue and endorsement of certificates and record-keeping 
have been fully complied w ith ; and

(Z?) prom pt notification has been given to the Authority of any significant 
c h a n g e  in the arrangements for training and certification provided in 
com pliance  with the Convention.

(2) W here the Minister recognises a certificate pursuant to paragraph (1) 
o f  th is regulation, the Minister shall endorse the certificate to attest to its 
recognition. •

(3) The endorsement shall be in form of a separate document, in accordance 
with (he provisions o f the Convention.

(4) W here, pursuant to paragraph 2(1) (r/) of this regulation, the Minister 
recognises the standard o f competency required for the issuance of a certificate 
by the au tho rity  o f  a State party to the Convention, outside Nigeria, as one of 
the standards to be attained for officers qualified for the purposes of these
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Validity o f 
certificates.

Certification
requirement.

Proof of 
nationality.

Regulations, any condition sp ecified  by the M in ister  for the issue o f a certificate 
o f  equivalent com petency shall be lim ited  to  ap titude tests for the purpose of 
assessing the applicant’s ability to pursue the p rofession  o f  officer on a Nigerian 
ship, training and related-assessm ent p roced u res, w h ich  differ substantially 
from  those covered by the app licant’s cer tifica te  w h ich  was issued by that 
State party.

3. — (1) A master, every deck  o ff ic e r  or an en g in eer  officer who holds a 
certificate and is serving at sea or in tends to return to sea  after a period ashore 
shall, in order to continue to qualify for se a -g o in g  serv ice , be required at regular 
intervals, not exceeding fiv e  years, to sa t is fy  th e M in ister  as to his—

( a )  medical fitness, particularly regard in g  e y e s ig h t and hearing; and

( b )  professional com petence.
(2) The professional co m p eten ce  required  under paragraph (1) of this 

regulation, shall be show n by—
( a) approved sea-going  serv ice  as m aster, d eck  or engineer officer as 

appropriate o f  at least on e year during the p reced in g  five  y ea rs; or
( b )  virtue o f  having perform ed fu n ction s relating to the duties appropriate 

to the grade o f  certificate held  w h ich  are c o n sid ered  to be at least equivalent 
to the sea-going service required in sub-paragraph ( a )  o f  this paragraph; or

(c) one o f  the fo llo w in g —
(0  passing an approved co u rse  ; or
(/i) successfu lly  co m p letin g  an  a p p ro v ed  c o u r s e ; or
(ii'i) having com pleted  an ap p roved  se a -g o in g  service as a deck or

en g in eer  o ff ic e r  for a p e r io d  o f  n o t  le s s  than  three months in a
supernumerary capacity im m ed ia te ly  b e fo r e  tak ing up the rank to which
he is entitled by virtue o f  h is cer tifica te .

Part II— G eneral P rovisions

4. A  certificate for m aster, d eck  and e n g in e e r  o ff icer  shall be issued to a 
candidate who, to the satisfaction  o f  th e M in ister , m eets the requirement for

, service, age, m edical fitn ess, train ing, q u a lif ic a tio n s  and examinations in 
accordance with the appropriate p ro v is io n s  o f  th ese  R egulations.

5. — (1) A  Nigerian applicant for a certifica te  o f  any grade shall be required 
to produce proof o f  h is nationality.

(2) An applicant from  any country oth er than N ig er ia  shall be required to 
produce ev idence o f  his c itizen sh ip  and the e v id e n c e  m ay be referred to the 
appropriate Consular O fficer for au th en tication .
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6. A certificate as a master shall not be issued to a person who is not Certificate ns
masters.

(ci) a Nigerian citizen ; or

(b) a citizen of any other country, approved of by the Minister.

7 . A certificate of competency of the appropriate type and grade for the Valid 

capacity  w hich the holder shall carry in the ship, issued by the Minister under certificate, 

these Regulations, shall be the only certificate considered to be valid.

8.— (1) The mandatory minimum requirements set out in the appropriate 
Part o f  the Schedule to these Regulations are applicable to all categories of 
se a fa re rs .

Minimum
knowledge

required.

(2) T he examinations for certification shall bc monitored by the Nigerian 
M aritim e Administration and Safety Agency and external assessors shall be 
appo in ted  by the Minister.

9. An applicant for a certificate shall submit to the Minister, all testimonials Submission 

and dis-chargcs, together with proof of health and nationality, certificates of °r 
com petence  or service, if any, and any other certificate as may be required. ,cM,monm,s'

10. An applicant for a certificate, as a watchkeeping officer, shall be 
requ ired  to produce a certificate of watchkccping service signed by Hu* master 
o r  in the case o f  service as master, by an appropriate authority of the vessel in 
w hich  he has served.

Certificates
Ini
watchkccping

service.

11. An applicant shall produce a testimonial as to his character, including Testimonials 

sobriety , and as to experience and ability on board for at least the last twelve as 10 
m onths o f  sea service preceding the date of application for a certificate. character.

12. T he length of service laid down in these Regulations for each grade Length »r 
o f  certifica te  is the minimum that can be accepted and unless the applicant service laid 

proves the full length, a certificate shall not be granted to the applicant. t,own as
c  r r  minimum

requirements.

13.— (I) The classes of certificates of competence provided for by these Classes or 
R egu la tions are—  certificates

(a) M a s te r ;

(b) C h ie f mate ; and

(c) o fficer in charge of navigational watch.

(2) T he M inister may in a special ship of any size, such as sailing vessels, 
tugs and  ferries, prescribe special qualifications, certificates or endorsements 
to certifica tes as the case may be.



P a r t  I I I — N o n - T r a d i n g  S e r v i c e

14. — (1) W here an applicant has served in the N igerian Navy in a capacity 
relevant to the certificate o f com petency applied fo r and has obtained at least 
the rank o f a lieutenant, the service in the N ig e ria n  N avy  may be accepted in 
whole or in part as qualifying service fo r a certificate  o f competency.

(2) An applicant shall submit the documents o f service under the Nigerian 
Navy to the M inister for consideration and in addition; the applicant shall have 
served for at least twelve months in an appropriate cargo ship, passenger ship 
or any other merchant vessel.

(3) The service o f an applicant w hich is perform ed exclusively in a trawler 
and other deep-sea fishing vessel shall count in fu ll towards the qualifying 
service for a relative certificate o f com petency in accordance with the provision 
o f this regulation and in addition, an applicant shall have served for at least 
twelve months in a cargo, passenger or any other merchant vessel.

(4) The service o f an applicant in a cable ship, training vessel with or 
without sail, fishery cruiser, research vessel, salvage vessel, navigation aids 
tender and any other vessel engaged in s im ila r activities shall count as two 
thirds o f the full time actually spent at sea on board the ship.

(5) Where the actual sea service in paragraph (3 ) o f this regulation falls 
below the requirement, one and one h a lf tim es the actual sea service shall be 
counted as qualifying service and the applicant shall be required to produce, in

, addition to the evidence o f  sea service required , a statement or certificate 
from the owner o f the ship showing the length o f  tim e o f  the applicant actually 
spent at sea.

(6) The service o f an applicant standing by a new  vessel during the filial 
stage o f construction, provided that the o ffic e r subsequently served in the 
vessel during the period o f the m aiden voyage fo r not less than three months, 
shall count in full towards the q u a lify in g  service fo r an officer certificate of 
competency up to a m axim um  o f six months.

15. — (1) A  certificate and an endorsem ent under these Regulations shall 
be issued by the M inister on receipt o f  the fee payable a id  shall be delivered to 
the person entitled to hold the certificate.

(2) A  certificate or an endorsement shall rem ain valid  for seagoing service 
only as long as the holder com plies w ith  the standards and conditions as to 
medical fitness and professional com petency to act in the appropriate capacity 
as specified by the Minister.

(3 ) A  record o f a ll certificates and endorsem ents issued under this Part 
o f these Regulations, which have expired or have been revalidated, suspended, 
cancelled, or reported lost or destroyed and any a lteration o f or any other 
w aiter affecting the certificates or endorsements, shall be kept, in such manner
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as the M inister may require, by the Superintendent of Shipping and Seafarers 
or by such other person as the Minister may direct.

(4) W here the holder of a certificate is issued with an appropriate certificate 
at a h igher level, he shall surrender the first certificate to the Minister, or to 
such person as the Minister may direct, for cancellation,

(5) W here—

(a) a person is convicted of an offence under the Act; or

(ib) a certificate or endorsement is issued and the conditions for its issue 
p rescribed  in this Part of these Regulations or specified by the Minister 
have no t been complied with,

the ho lder o f the relevant certificate shall, at the direction of the Minister, 
de liver the ecrtificatc to the Minister, or to such person as the Minister may 
d irec t, for cancellation.

16. — (1) Notwithstanding that an applicant for a certificate of competency 
com plies with the standards or fulfils the conditions specified by the provisions 
o f this Part o f  these Regulations, the Minister shall not issue or revalidate the 
appropriate  certificate applied for unless he is satisfied, having regard to all the 
relevant circum stances, that the applicant is a person fit to be the holder of the 
certifica te  and act in the capacity to which the certificate relates.

(2) T he M inister shall, if he intends to refuse the issue or rcvalidation of 
a certificate o f  competency for any reason, give notice in writing to the applicant 
and the app lican t has the right, before a date specified in the notice, to require 

‘ the app lication  to be reviewed at an inquiry.
> •

(3) I f  an applicant, before the date mentioned in paragraph (2) of this 
regu la tion , requires his case to be reviewed at an inquiry, in pursuance of that 
paragraph, the M inister shall cause an inquiry to be held by one or more persons 
appointed by the Minister in accordance with the Merchant Shipping (Certificate 
H olders Inquiries) Regulations.

17. If  a person entitled to a certificate loses the certificate or is deprived 
o f  a ce rtifica te  already issued to him, the Minister- if—

(a) satisfied  that the person has lost or has been deprived of the certificate 
w ithou t the fault o f the person ; and

(b) he is not so satisfied, may, upon receipt of any fee payable, shall 
cau se  a certified  copy to which the person appears to be entitled to be 
issued  to him .

18. In the case o f a certificate issued by the Minister, the certificate 
shall be endorsed  by the Minister in accordance with the Convention if the 
M in is te r  is sa tisfied  that the holder of the certificate complies with the 
requ irem en ts o f  regulations 4 and 5 of these Regulations.

Refusal uf 
certificates 
and np|>cals 
against 
refusal.

Loss of 
certificates.

Endorsement 
of Nigerian 
certificates.



B 628

Revalidation 
o f certificate.

Recognition 
of training 
programmes.

Responsibili
ties o f  
companies.

19. —(1) Any holder of a certificate of competence who wishes to 
revalidate his certificate shall—

( a )  meet the standards of medical fitness prescribed by the C o n v e n tio n ;
( b) be assessed as to knowledge and training in line with section A-1/II 

of the Code and where necessary, undergo a refresher course and be re
assessed.

(2) The certificate of a master or other officer under regulation 9 of 
these Regulations shall, in order to be valid for sea-going service, b e  revalidated 
at intervals not exceeding five years to establish continued professional 
competence in accordance with section A -I/Ii of the Code.

(3) A certificate of a radio officer referred to in regulation 1 o f these 
Regulations shall, in order to be valid for sea-going service be revalidated  at 
intervals not exceeding five years to establish continued professional 
competence in accordance with section A -l/II of the Code.

(4 ) Every master and officer shall, for continuing sea-going service on 
ships referred to in regulation 23 of these Regulations, successfully complete 
such approved refresher training at intervals as the Minister may specify.

20. The Minister may, by order, accord recognition to programmes offered 
by a training institution which attains the standards set for the training of 
seafarers as contained in these Regulations.

21. Acompany shall in accordance with section A-i/14 of the Convention, 
be responsible for the assignment of seafarers for service in its ships in 
accordance with the provisions of the Convention, and shall ensure that—

{a) each seafarer assigned to any of its ships holds an appropriate 
certificate in accordance with the provisions of the Convention and as 
established by these Regulations ;

(b) its ships arc manned in compliance with the applicable safe manning 
requirements of the Manning Regulations;

(c) documentation and data relevant to all seafarers employed on its 
ships are maintained and readily accessible and include, without being limited 
to, documentation and data on their experience, training, medical fitness and 
competency in assigned duties ;

(d) seafarers, on being assigned to any of its ships, are familiarised with 
their specific duties and with all ship arrangements, installations, equipment, 
procedures and ship characteristics that are relevant to their routine or 
emergency duties; and

(e)  the ship’s complement can effectively co-ordinate their activities in 
an emergency situation and in performing functions vital to safety or to the 
prevention or mitigation of pollution.
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P art IV—D anoerous Carqo Endorsements

22.— (1) A ship which has bulk cargo specified in whole or in part as Carriogeof 
being dangerous cargo shall carry— dangerous

(а) an officer in command and as second-in-command, a deck officer; 
and

(б) a chief engineer officer and second engineer officer and engineer 
officers, who, in addition to holding the qualifications required of them as 
contained in Parts II and 111 of these Regulations, shall satisfy such additional 
requirements as the Minister may specify.

(2) For the purposes of this Part “dangerous cargo” consists of petroleum 
or its products ; any liquid chemical listed in Chapter VI of the International 
M aritime Organisation publication titled “Code for the Construction and 
Equipment of Ships Carrying Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk"; and any liquefied 
gas listed in Chapter XIX of the International Maritime Organisation publication 
entitled “Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Liquefied 
Gases in Bulk” .

(3) Where the ship is a liquefied gas carrier, the persons appointed as 
officer in command and second-in-command, and as chief engineer officer 
and second engineer officer shall be persons who have—

(a) previously completed six months’ satisfactory service on articles as 
m aster or second-in-command or chief engineer officer or second engineer 
officer o f  a liquefied gas carrier before the date of coining into force of 
these Regulations and arc able to produce testimonials from their employers 
to that e ffe c t; or

( b )  completed an appropriate training course approved by the Minister 
for the carriage o f liquefied gas and either—

(/) received in supernumerary capacity a fourteen day shipboard 
training designed to give an overall appreciation of liquefied gas cargo 
operations and associated hazards and completed three months' credited 
ship-board service in subordinate rank, or

(ii) completed a six month credited shipboard service in subordinate 
rank and be in the opinion of the master or the chief engineer officer of 
the ship on which the service is completed, a person competent to carry 
out safely cargo handling duties on a liquefied gas carrier, or

( ii i)  received in a supernumerary capacity a 28-day intensive shipboard 
training as specifically approved by the Minister, designed to give an 
overall appreciation of liquefied gas cargo operations and associated 
hazards.



(4) T he sh ipboard  se rv ice  re fe rre d  to  in p a ra g ra p h  (3) o f this regulation 
shall, be cred ited -r- .

(a) in fu ll i f  it is se rv ed  on  a  l iq u e f ie d , g a s  c a r r i e r ; and

(ft) at ha lf rate i f  it is se rved  on  a  sh ip  c a rry in g  dangerous 1 iquid chemicals 
in bulk o r petro leum  o r its p ro d u c ts  in  b u lk .

(5) W here a ship  is a sh ip  ca rry in g  d a n g e ro u s  liqu id  chemicals in bulk, the 
persons appoin ted  as o ffice r in c o m m a n d  a n d  second-in-com m and; and the 
chief engineer o fficer and  th e  se c o n d  e n g in e e r  o fficer, shall be1 persons who 
have—

(a) previously  co m p le ted  a s ix  m o n th  sa tis fa c to ry  service on articles as 
m aster or second -in -com m and  o r  c h ie f  e n g in e e r  o ffic e r  and second officer 
o f a ship carrying d an g e ro u s  liq u id  c h e m ic a ls  in  b u lk  before the date of 
com ing into force o f  these  R e g u la tio n s  a n d  a re  a b le  to  produce testimonial 
from their em ployers to that e f f e c t ; o r

( b)com pleted  an ap p ro p ria te  tra in in g  c o u rs e  app roved  by the Minister 
for the carriage o f  liqu id  c h e m ica ls  an d  e ith e r—

(/) received in' su p e rn u m e ra ry  c a p a c i ty  a fourteen-day shipboard 
training designed to  g iv e  an o v e ra ll a p p re c ia tio n  o f  liquid chemical cargo 
operations and assoc ia ted  h a z a rd s  a n d  c o m p le te d  a three-month credited 
shipboard serv ice  in su b o rd in a te  ran k ; o r

(») com pleted a s ix -m o n th s ’ c re d ite d  sh ip b o a rd  service in subordinate 
rank and in the op in ion  o f  th e  m a s te r  o f  th e  sh ip  o r the chief engineer 

. officer on w hich the se rv ice  is c o m p le te d , is a  p e rso n  competent to carry 
out safely cargo h an d lin g  d u tie s  o n  a  l iq u id  ch em ica l carrier; or

( iii) received in a su p ern u m era ry  c a p a c ity  a  28 -day  intensive shipboard 
training as specifically approved  by th e  M in is te r  designed  to give an overall 

^appreciation o f  liqu id  ch e m ica l c a rg o  o p e ra tio n s  and  associated hazards.

(6) T he shipboard  se rv ice  re fe rre d  to  in  p a ra g ra p h  (5) o f this regulation 
shall be credited—

(a) in full if  it is served  on a c a rr ie r  c a rry in g  liq u id  chem icals in bulk; and

(ft) at ha lf rate i f  se rved  on  a  l iq u e f ie d  g a s  c a r r ie r  o r  on a ship carrying 
petroleum  or its p roducts  in bu lk .

(7) W here the ship  is a s liip  c a rry in g  p e tro le u m  o r  its product in bulk, the
persons appointed as o ffice r in c o m m a n d  a n d  second -in -com m and  shall be 
persons w ho have—  1

(a) previously  co m ple ted  a s ix -m o n th  s a tis fa c to ry  serv ice  on articles as 
m aster or second -in -com m and  o f  a sh ip  c a r ry in g  p e tro leu m  or its products 
in bulk before the date  o f  the  c o in in g  in to  fo rc e  o f  th ese  Regulations and arc 
able to produce testim on ia ls  from  th e ir  e m p lo y e rs  to  th a t e f f e c t ; or
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(b) completed an appropriate training course approved by the Minister 
for the carriage of petroleum and its products in bulk and either—

(i) received in a supernumerary capacity a fourteen-day shipboard 
training designed to give an overall appreciation of petroleum cargo' 
operations and associated hazards and completed three months’ credited 
shipboard service in subordinate rank; or

(ii) completed a six-month credited shipboard service in subordinate 
rank and in the opinion of the master of the ship on which the service 
was completed, is a person competent to carry out safely cargo handling 
duties on a petroleum tanker; or

(Hi) received in a supernumerary capacity a 28-day intensive shipboard 
training as specifically approved by the Minister designed to give an overall 
appreciation of liquid chemical cargo operations and associated hazards.

(8) The shipboard service referred to in paragraph (7) of this regulation 
shall be credited—

(a) in full, if served on a ship carrying petroleum or its products in bulk; 
and

(b) at half rate, if served on a liquefied gas carrier or on a ship carrying 
dangerous liquid chemicals in bulk.

(9) An announcement shall be made as to the training courses approved 
by the M inistcr and as to the method of application under the provisions of this 
Part for dangerous cargo endorsements.

P a r t  V—M isc ella n eo u s

23.— (1) Where it is absolutely necessary, the Minister may, if in his Dispensation, 

opinion would not cause danger to persons, property or the environment, issue 
a dispensation permitting a specified seafarer to serve in a specified ship fora 
spcci fic period, not exceeding six months, in a capacity for which lie docs not 
hold the appropriate certificate.

(2) A dispensation under paragraph (I) of this regulation shall not be 
granted for service as a radio officer or radio telephone operator, unless 
otherw ise provided by the relevant Radio Regulations.

(3) The Minister shall, in issuing a dispensation under this regulation be 
satisfied that the person to whom the dispensation is issued is adequately qualified 
to fill the vacant post in a safe manner.

(4) A dispensation shall not be granted to a master or chief engineer 
officer except in circumstances of force majenn and in that case it shall be 
for the shortest possible period.



Penalties.

Revocation.

Transitional
provisions.

(5 ) A  dispensation granted fo r  a post u nder th is regulation shall be granted 
only to a person properly certifica ted  to f i l l  the post im m ediate ly  below the said 
post.

(6 ) W h ere  c e rtif ic a tio n  o f  th e  p o s t b e lo w  is no t required by these 
Regulations, a dispensation m ay be issued to  a  person whose qualification and 
experience are, in the op in ion  o f  the M in is te r , e q u iv a le n t to the requirements of 
the post to be filled , but i f  the person does n o t h o ld  the  appropriate certificate, 
he shall be required to pass a test accep ted  b y  the  M in is te r to show that the 
dispensation m ay safely be issued.

(7 ) The  M in is te r shall, as soon as p o s s ib le  ensure that the post for which 
a dispensation is issued is f il le d  b y  th e  h o ld e r o f  an appropriate certificate.

24. A  seafarer w ho—

(a ) acts outside o f  the c ap a c ity  fo r  w h ic h  h e  is certified  ;

(b )  makes a false statem ent in  o rd e r to  o b ta in  a certificate,

commits an o ffence and shall be  lia b le  on c o n v ic tio n  to a fine of not less 
than N 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  or im p riso n m en t fo r  tw o  years .

25. The  fo llo w in g  R eg u la tio n s —

(a) the Certificates o f  C o m p eten cy  (A b le  Seafarers) Regulations 1963;

( b ) the Certificates o f  C o m p e te n c y  (E n g in e  R o o m ) Regulations 1963;

(c ) the E xam ination  fo r  C e rtific a te s  o f  C o m p e te n c y  (D eck) Regulations 
1963;

(d )  the M erchant S h ip p in g  (A c c e p te d  S a fe ty  C onvention  Certificates) 
Order 1 9 6 3 ;

(e )  the M erch ant S h ip p in g  (D e c la ra t io n  o f  C ertifica te s ) Order 1964;

( f )  the Exam ination fo r  C ertifica te s  o f  C o m p e te n c y  (Fishing) Regulations 
1965;

(g ) the E xam ination  fo r  C e rtific a te s  o f  C o m p e te n c y  (D eck) (Offshore) 
Regulations 1967, are hereb y  re v o k e d .

26. — (1 ) N o tw ith s tan d in g  the re v o c a tio n  o f  the  Regulations listed in 
regulation 25 o f  these R eg u la tio n s , th e  c e rtif ic a te s  and licences granted and 
standards o f  c o m p e te n c y  an d  t r a in in g  a lr e a d y  m e t, pursuant to these 
Regulations, shall be treated as e q u iv a le n t to  the  certifica tes, standards of 
competency or train ing re fe rred  to in  these R e g u la tio n s .

(2 ) A  seafarer w h o  c om m ences—

( a )  seagoing  s e rv ic e  as p a r t o f  a n  a p p ro v e d  tra in in g  programme 
com m enced before  1 A u g u s t 1 9 9 8  ; o r
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(ib) the shore-based phase of an approved training programme before 1 
A ugust 1998 may be issued with certificates, or have certificates recognised 
pursuant to such revoked Regulations and the provisions of paragraph (i) 
o f this regulation shall apply to such certificates.

27.— (1) In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise require—

“the Act" means the Merchant Shipping A ct;

“the Administration" means the Nigerian Maritime Administration and 
Safety Agency charged with maritime safety ;

" a p p r o p r i a t e  C e r t i f ic a te "  means a certificate issued or endorsed in 
accordance with the provisions of these Regulations, which entitles the lawful 
ho lder to serve in the capacity and perform the functions involved at the 
level o f responsibility specified in the certificate, on a ship of a type, tonnage 
and pow er and means of propulsion indicated by the endorsement while 
engaged on the particular voyage concerned;

“approved' and “approved in the Convention so far as given effect 
by these Regulation" means approved by the Minister;

“assistant engineer officer" means a person under training to become 
an engineer officer and designated as such ;

“certificate o f competency" means an appropriate certificate issued by 
the M inister for the purposes of these Regulations other than a certificate 
o f  equivalent com petency;

“chemical tanker" means a ship constructed or adapted and used for 
the carriage  in bulk o f any liquid product listed in Chapter 17 of the 
International Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying 
D angerous Chemicals in B ulk;

“chief engineer officer" means the senior engineer officer responsible 
fo r (he m echanical propulsion and the operation and maintenance of 
m echanical and electrical installations of the ship;

“chief mate" means the officer next in rank to the master and upon 
w hom  the command of the ship falls in the event of the incapacity of the 
m aster ;

“Code" means the Seafarers* Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 
C ode  adopted  by the 1995 Conference of Parties to the International 
C onvention on the Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 
for Seafarers, 1978;

“constructecT means a craft, the keel of which is laid or which is at a 
s im ila r stage o f  construction that is, a stage at which—

(a) construction identifiable with a specific craft begins; and

Interpretation.



(i b) assem bly o f  a craft has co m m e n c e d , com prising at least 56 tonnes 
or one per cent o f  the estim ated  m ass o f  a ll structural material, whichever 
is le s s e r ;
“ Convention” m ean s the In tern ation a l C on ven tion  on Standards of

Training, C ertification and W atch k eep in g  for Seafarers 1978, as amended 
in 1995 and any am endm ents m ade to i t ;

"deck officer"  m eans an o ff ic e r  q u a lified  in accordance with provisions  
of Chapter II of the Convention ;

" en g in eer  o fficer"  m ean s an o f f ic e r  w h o  is qualified in accordance 
with the provi-sions o f  C hapter II o f  th e C o n v e n t io n ;

“f a s t  rescu e  boa t"  m eans a rescu e  b oat w h ich  is—
(a ) not less than s ix  m etres in len g th  and not more than 8.5 metres in 

len g th ; and
(b)  capable o f  m anoeuvring, for at least four hours, at a sp e ed  o f  at 

least 20 knots in ca lm  w ater w ith  a su itab ly  qualified crew of th re e  persons 
and at least eight knots w ith  a full co m p lem en t o f  persons and equip m ent;

(c) "function"  m ean s a group  o f  task s, d uties and responsibilities as 
specified in the C od e, n ecessa ry  fo r  sh ip  operation, safety of life at sea 
or protection o f  the m arine e n v ir o n m e n t;
"gross tonnes"  m eans g ro ss  to n n a g e  o f  a sh ip  and the gross tonnage of 

a ship having alternative gross to n n a g e  sh a ll b e  the larger of those tonnages 
and the gross tonnage o f  a sh ip  h a v in g  its tonnage determined under the 
Merchant Shipping (T on n age) R e g u la tio n s , shall be that determined under 
the said R eg u la tio n s;

"length"  has the sam e m ea n in g  as in  th e  M erchant Shipping (Tonnage) 
R egulations;

“liq u efied  g a s  ta n k er"  m ean s a sh ip  constructed  or adapted and used 
for the carnage in bulk o f  any liq u e fied  gas or other product listed in Chapter 
19 o f  the International C o d e  for the C on stru ction  and Equipment of Ships ;

“ master” m eans the person  h a v in g  co m m a n d  o f  a s h ip ;
“ m erch an t s h ip p in g  n o tic e "  m ea n s a n o tic e  described as such and issued

by the N igerian M aritim e A d m in istra tion  and S afety  Agency or any other 
department charged w ith m aritim e sa fe ty  ;

“m erch a n t vessel” m ean s a v e s s e l u sed  for com m ercial purposes;
“ n ea r  c o a s ta l tra d e"  m ean s trade in  the w e s t  coast o f Africa between

Cape Verde in the north and the m ou th  o f  the R iver C ongo in the south;
“ n e a r -c o a s ta l v o y a g e "  m ea n s a v o y a g e  in  the w est coast of Africa

betw een Cape Verde in the north and th e  m ou th  o f  the River Congo in the 
south, during w hich  the v e sse l d o e s  n o t g o  b ey o n d  30  nautical miles from 
the s h o r e ;



“officer" means a member of crew, other than the master or a rating ;

“oil" means petroleum in any form including crude oil, fuel oil, sludge, oil 
refuse and refined products, other than oil-like substances which are subject 
to the M erchant Shipping (Dangerous or Noxious Liquid Substances in Bulk) 
R egu la tions;

“oil tanker" means a ship constructed or adapted primarily to carry oil in 
bulk in its cargo spaces and includes a combination carrier when it is carrying 
a cargo or part cargo of oil in bulk;

"pm enger ship" means a ship carrying more than 12 passengers;

“propulsion power*' means the total maximum, continuous rated output 
pow er in kilowatts of all the ship’s main propulsion power which appears on 
the sh ip ’s certificate of registry or other official document;

“radio duties" include, as appropriate, watch-keeping and technical 
m a in te n a n c e  and repairs conducted in accordance with the Radio 
Regulations, the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea and 
relevant recommendations of the International Maritime Organisation;

“radio operator*' means a person holding an appropriate certificate issued 
o r recognised under the provisions of the Radio Regulations;

“rating" means a member of the ship’s crew, other than the master or 
an o f f ic e r ;

“ro-ro passenger ship" means a ro-ro passenger ship within the meaning 
o f  the M erchant Shipping (Ship Construction) Regulations;

“seagoing service" means service on board a ship relevant to the issue 
o f  a certificate or other qualifications;

“second engineer officer" means the engineer officer next in rank to 
the ch ief engineer officer and upon whom the responsibility for the mechanical 
propulsion, the operation and maintenance of the mechanical and electrical 
installations of the ship falls, in the event of the incapacity of the chief 
eng ineer o ffic e r ;

“specified by the Minister" means specified by the Minister in a

tim e to t im e ;

“tanker" means a chemical tanker, a liquefied gas tanker or an oil tanker;

“trading area" means an area in which near coastal trade or unlimited 
trade takes place ; •

“unlimited trade" means trading without any restrictions to trading area;

“vessel' means every description of vessel used in navigation not propelled
by oars.



Application.

Citation.

(2) Any reference to the C ode, the C onvention  or a particular Merchant 
Shipping Notice includes reference to  an y  docum ent amending the Code, 
Convention or N otice which is considered  by the M inister to be relevant from 
time to time and specified in a M erchan t S h ipp ing  notice.

(3) A reference to a num bered  regu la tion  is a reference to the regulation 
of that num ber in these R egulations and  a reference to a numbered paragraph 
is a reference to the paragraph o f  that nu m b er in that regulation.

28. These Regulations apply  to m asters and seafarers employed in sea
going ships registered in N igeria, ex cep t in—

(a) fishing vessels ; or

(b) pleasure crafts w hich are less than 80 gross tonnes or under 24 
metres in length.

29. These Regulations m ay be c ited  as the M erchant Shipping (Training 
and Certification o f  Seafarers) R egu la tions 2010,



SCHEDULE (Regulation 8)

M ANDATORY MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS
P art I— M aster and D eck D epartment

Mandatory minimum requirements for certification of officers in charge 
o f a navigational watch on ships of 500 gross tonnage or more.

1. An officer in charge of a navigational watch serving on a seagoing 
ship o f  500 gross tonnage or more shall hold an appropriate certificate.

2. A candidate for certification for the purposes of paragraph 1 shall—

(a) not be less than 18 years of age ; :

(b) have approved seagoing service of not less than one year as part of 
an approved training programme including on-board training which meets 
the requirem ents of section A-Il/1 of the Code and is documented in an 
approved training record book, or otherwise have upproved seagoing service 
o f  not less than three y ea rs ;

(c) have performed, during the required seagoing service, bridge 
w atchkeeping duties under the supervision of the master or a qualified officer

• for a period o f not less than six months;

(d) m eet the applicable requirements of the regulations in Chapter N of 
the Radio Regulations, as appropriate, for performing designated radio duties 
in accordance with the Radio Regulations; and

(e) have completed the approved education and training and met the 
standard  o f competence specified in section A-Il/1 of the Code.

P art  II— M aster and C hief M ate on S hips of 

3,000 G ross T onnage or M ore

Mandatory minimum requirements for certification of master and chief 
mates on ship of 500 gross tonnage or more.

3. A  m aster and chief mate on a seagoing ship of 3,000 gross tonnage or 
m ore shall have an appropriate certificate.

4. A candidate for certification on a seagoing ship of 3,000 gross tonnage 
or m ore shall—

(a )  m eet the requirements for certification as an officer in charge of a 
navigational watch on ships o f500 gross tonnage or more and have approved 
seago ing  service in that capacity for certification as—

(0  ch ie f mate, not less than twelve months, and

(//) master, not less than 36 months, but this period may be reduced to
not less than 24 months if not less than twelve months of the seagoing
service was spent in service as chief mate;



( b )  have com pleted the approved ed u ca tio n  and training and met the 
standard o f  com petence sp e c if ie d  in se c t io n  A -V III/2  o f the Code for 
masters and ch ie f m ates on sh ips o f  3 ,0 0 0  g ro ss  tonnage or more.

Master and chief mate on ships o f  between 50 0  
and 3,000 gross tonnage

5. A master and c h ie f  m ate on  a se a g o in g  sh ip  o f  betw een 500 and 3,000 
gross tonnage shall have an appropriate cer tifica te .

' 6.— (1) A candidate for certifica tion  on  a sea  g o in g  ship of between 500 
and 3,000 gross tonnage shall for certification—

( a )  ch ief mate, m eet the req u irem en ts o f  an o ff icer  in charge of a 
navigational watch on ships o f  5 0 0  g ro ss  to n n a g e  or m o r e ;

(b) master, meet the requirem ents o f  an o ff icer  in charge o f a navigational 
watch on ships o f  5 00  gross ton n age or m ore and h ave approved seagoing 
service o f  not less than 36  m onths in that ca p a city ; but this period maybe 
reduced to not less than 2 4  m onths if  not le s s  than tw elve months of the 
seagoing service was spent in se r v ic e  as c h ie f  m ate.

(2) Acandidatc for certification shall h ave  com p leted  the approved training 
and met the standard o f  co m p eten ce  s p e c if ie d  in sectio n  A-IU2 of the Code 
for masters and ch ief m ates on sh ip s o f  b e tw een  5 0 0  and 3 ,000  gross tonnage.

Part III— Ships not Engaged on N ear-C oastal Voyages

Mandatory minimum requirements fo r  certification o f officers 
in charge o f a navigational watch and o f  masters on ships 

o f less than 500 gross tonnage

7. An officer in charge o f  a navigational w atch  serving on a seagoing shipof 
less than 500 gross tonnage w hich  is not en gaged  on near-coastal voyages shall 
have an appropriate certificate for sh ips o f  5 0 0  gross tonnage or more.

8. A  master serving on  a se a g o in g  sh ip  o f  le s s  than 500  gross tonnage 
which is not engaged  on n ear-coasta l v o y a g e s  sh a ll have an appropriate 
certificate for service as m aster on sh ip s b e tw e e n  5 0 0  and 3 ,000  gross tonnage.

Part IV— O it-icek in C harge oe a N avigational Watui

Ships engaged on near-coasta l voyages

9. An officer in charge o f  a n a v ig a tio n a l w atch  on  a seagoing ship of less 
than 500  gross tonnage w hich  is en g a g e d  on  n ear-coasta l voyages shall have 
an appropriate certificate.

10.— (1) A candidate for certi fication  as o ff ic e r  in charge o f  a navigational 
watch on a sea-going ship o f  le ss  than 5 0 0  g r o ss  to n n a g e  w hich  is engaged on 
near-coastal voyages shall—



(a) not be less than eighteen years of age ;

(b) have completed—

(i) a special training, including an adequate period of appropriate
seagoing  service as required by the Administration, or

(ii) an approved seagoing service in the deck department of not less
than three years ;

(c) m eet the applicable requirements of the regulations in Chapter N of 
the R adio Regulations, as appropriate, for performing designated radio duties 
in accordance with the Radio Regulations.

(2) A candidate for certification shall have completed the approved 
education and training and met the standard of competence specified in section 
A-II/3 o f  the Code for officers in charge of a navigational watch on a ship of 
less than 500 gross tonnage which is engaged on near-coastal voyages.

Master

11. A m aster serving on a seagoing ship of less than 500 gross tonnage 
which is engaged on near-coastal voyages shall have an appropriate certificate.

12. A candidate for certification as a master on a seagoing ship of less 
than 500 gross tonnage engaged on near-coastal voyages shall—

(a) not be less than twenty years of age ;

(b) have approved seagoing service of not less than twelve months as 
o fficer in charge o f a navigational watch; and

(c) have completed the approved education and training and met the 
standard  o f  competence specified in section A-II/3 of the Code for a master 
on a sh ip  o f  less than 500 gross tonnage which is engaged on near-coastal 
voyages.

Exemptions

13. T he M inister may, if he considers that the size of a ship and the 
cond itions o f  its voyage are such that would render the application of the full 
requ irem ents o f  this Part and section A-II/3 of the Code unreasonable or 
im practicable, to that extent, exempt the master and the officer in charge of a 
n av ig a tio n a l w atch on such a ship or class of ships, from some of the 
requirem ents, bearing in mind the safety of all ships which may be operating in 
the sam e waters.

Mandatory minimum requirements for certification of 
rating forming part of a navigational watch

14. A rating who is forming part of a navigational watch on a seagoing 
sh ip  o f  500  gross tonnage or more, other than a rating under training and



ratings w hose duties w h ile  on w atch  are o f  an u n sk illed  nature, shall be duly 
certificated to perform such duties,

15. A candidate for certification  as a rating form in g  part o f a navigational 
watch on a sea-going ship o f  5 0 0  g ro ss to n n a g e  or m ore shall—

(a) not be less than six teen  years o f  a g e  ; .
( b) have com pleted—

(/) an approved sea g o in g  se r v ic e  in c lu d in g  not less than six months’ 
training and experience ; or

(ii) a special training, either p re-sea  or on  board a ship, including an 
approved;

(iii) period o f  sea g o in g  se r v ic e  w h ic h  is not le ss  than two months; 
and
(c) meet the standard o f  c o m p e te n c e  s p e c if ie d  in section A-1I/4 of the 

Code,
16. The seagoin g  serv ice , tra in in g  and e x p e r ie n c e  required by sub- 

paragraph ( b) o f  paragraph 15 o f  th is  S c h e d u le , sh all be associated with 
navigational w atch-keeping fu n ction s and in v o lv e  the performance of duties 
carried out under the direct su p erv ision  o f  the m aster, the officer in charge of 
the navigational watch or a q u a lified  rating.

17. A seafarer m ay be c o n s id e r e d  b y  th e  M in ister  to have met the 
requirements o f  this Part i f  he has served  in a re levan t capacity in the deck 
department o f  a ship for a period o f  not le s s  than o n e  yeur within the previous 
five years.
■ • Part VI— E ngine D epartment

Mandatory minimum requirements fo r  certification o f an officer 
charge o f an engineering watch in a manned  

designated duty engineer in a periodically unmanned engine-room

18. An officer in charge o f  an e n g in e e r in g  w a tch  in a manned engine- 
room or designated duty en g in eer o ff ic e r  in  a p er io d ica lly  unmanned engine- 
room on a seagoing ship, powered by m ain propulsion  m achinery o f 750 kilowatts 
propulsion power or m ore, shall h ave an appropriate certificate .

19. A candidate for certification  for th e p u rp o ses  o f  paragraph 18 shall—
(a) not be less than (1 8 ) years o f  a g e  ;
( b) have co m p leted  not le s s  than s ix  m o n th s ' s e a g o in g  service in the 

en g in e departm ent o f  a sh ip  in a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  se c t io n  A-1II/1 of the 
C o d e ; and



(c) have completed the approved education and training of at least thirty 
months which includes on-board training documented in an approved training 
record book and met the standard of competence specified in section A-III/
1 of the Code.

Mandatory minimum requirements for certification of chief engineer 
officer and second engineer officer on ships powered by main 

propulsion machinery of 3,000 kilowatts propulsion power or more

20. A chief engineer officer and second engineer officer on a seagoing 
ship powered by main propulsion machinery of 3,000 kilowatts propulsion power 
or more shall have an appropriate certificate. ;

21. A candidate for certification for the purposes of paragraph 20 shall—

• (a)  meet the requirements for certification as an officer in charge of an 
engineering watch and—

(0 for certification as second engineer officer, shall have not less than 
twelve months of approved sea-going service as assistant engineer officer 
or engineer o fficer; and .

(it) for certification as chief engineer officer, shall have not less than 
36 months of approved sea-going service of which not less than twelve 
months shall have been served as an engineer officer in a position of 
re-sponsibility while qualified to serve as second engineer officer; and

(/;) have completed the approved education and training and met the 
standard o f competence specified in section A-11I/2 of the Code.

Mandatory minimum requirements for certification of 
ch ie f engineer officer and second engineer officer on ships 

powered by main propulsion machines of between 750 and 3,000 
kilowatts propulsion power

22. A chief engineer officer and second engineer officer on a seagoing 
ship powered by main propulsion machinery of between 750 and 3,000 kilowatts 
propulsion power shall have an appropriate certificate.

23. A candidate for certification for the purposes of regulation 22 of 
these Regulation shall—

(a) meet the requirements for certification as an officer in charge of an 
engineering watch and for certification as—

(0  second engineer officer, shall have not less than twelve months 
o f  ap p ro v ed  sea-going service as assistant engineer officer or 
en g ineer o f f ic e r ; and

(/'/) chief engineer officer, shall have not less than 24 months of approved 
seagoing service of which not less than twelve months shall have been 
served while qualified to serve as second engineer officer; and



(b) have completed the approved education and training and met (he 
standard of competence specified in section A-III/3 of the Code,

24. An engineer officer who is qualified to serve us seco n d  engineer 
officer on a ship powered by main propulsion machinery of 3,000 kilowatts 
propulsion power or more, may serve as chief engineer officer on a ship powered 
by main propulsion machinery of less than 3,000 kilowatts propulsion power, 
provided that not less than twelve months o f the approved sea-going service 
was spent in service as an engineer officer in a position of responsibility and 
the certificate is endorsed as such.

Mandatory minimum requirements fo r  certification o f rating forming 
part o f a watch in a manned engine-room or designated to perform 

duties in a periodically unm anned engine-room

25. Aratingformingpartof an engine-room watch or designated to perform  
duties in a periodically unmanned engine-room on a seagoing ship powered by 
main propulsion machinery of 750 kilowatts propulsion power or m o re , other
than a rating under training and u rating whose duties are o f an unskilled nature,
shall be duly certificated to perform  su ch  d u ties .

26. A candidate for certification under paragraph 25 shall—

( a )  not be less than s ix teen  years o f  a g e  ;
• ( b) have com pleted—

(O' the approved sea g o in g  ser v ic e , in c lu d in g  not less than six months' 
training and exp erien ce ; or

(,7)special training, either pre-sea or on board ship, including an 
approved period of seagoing service which shall not be less than two 
months; and

(c) m eet the standard o f  c o m p e te n c e  s p e c if ie d  in section A -lll/4 of the 
Code,

27. The sea-going service, training and experience, required by sub-pnrngrtiph 
0 b)of paragraph 26 of this Schedule shall be associated with engine-room watch
keeping functions and involve the performance of duties carried out under the 
direct supervision of a qualified engineer officer or a qualified rating.

28. A seafarer m ay be co n sid ered  to h a v e  m et the requirements of this 
regulation if  he has served in a relevan t ca p a c ity  in th e en g in e  department for 
a period o f  not less than on e  year w ith in  the p reced in g  fiv e  years.

Mandatory minimum requirements fo r  certification o f the Global 
Maritime Distress System  Radio Personnel

29. A  person in charge o f  or p erform in g  rad io  d u ties on  a ship required to 
participate in the G lobal M aritim e D istress  S y s te m  sh a ll have an appropriate



certificate related to the Global Maritime Distress System, issued or recognised 
by the M in is te r under the provisions of the Radio Regulations.

30. A candidate for certification for service on a ship which is required 
by the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, as amended, 
to have  a rad io  installation shall—

(a) no t be  less than eighteen (18) years of age; and

( b )  h ave  completed the approved education and training and met the 
standard  o f  com petence specified in section A-IV/2 of the Code.

P a r t  VII— S pecial T raining R equirements for 

P ersonnel on C ertain T ypes of Ships

Mandatory minimum requirements for the training and 
qualification of m a s t e r ,  officer, and rating on tankers

31. A n officer and a rating assigned specific duties and responsibilities 
related to cargo  or cargo equipment on a tanker shall have completed an 
approved shore-based fire-fighting course in addition to the training required 
by regu la tion  VI/11 and shall have completed—

(a) at least three months of approved seagoing service on tankers in 
o rder to acquire  adequate knowledge of safe operational practices; or

( b )  an approved tanker familiarisation course covering at least the syllabus 
g iven  fo r the course in section A-V/l of the Code, so however, that the 
A dm in istra tion  may accept a period of supervised seagoing service shorter 
than that prescribed by sub-paragraph (a) of this paragraph provided that—

(0  the period so accepted is not less than one month;

(//) the tanker is o f less than 3,000 gross tonnage;

(iu) the duration of each voyage on which the tanker is engaged
d u rin g  the period does not exceed 72 hours; and

(/v) the  operational characteristics of the tanker and the number of
vo y ag es and loading and discharging operations completed during the
period , allow  the same level of knowledge and experience to be acquired.

32. A m aster, ch ief engineer officer, chief mate, second engineer officer 
and any  person  w ith immediate responsibility for loading, discharging and care 
in transit o r  handling  o f cargo shall, in addition to meeting the requirements of 
sub -parag raphs ( a )  or ( b )  of paragraph 31 of this Schedule have—

( a )  an experience appropriate to his duties on the type of tanker on 
which he serves ; and

( b )  com p le ted  an approved specialised training programme which at 
least co v ers  the subjects set out in section A-V/l of the Code which subjects



are appropriate to his duties on the oil tanker, chemical tanker or liquefied 
gas tanker on which he serves.

33. A  seafarer may be considered to have m et the requirements of sub- 
paragraph (b) i f  within two years after the com ing into force o f these Regulations, 
he has served in a relevant capacity on board the type o f  tanker concerned fora 
period of not less than one year w ith in  the preceding five years:

34. — (1) The Adm inistration shall ensure that an appropriate certificate 
is issued to a master or an officer, w ho  is q u a lified  in accordance w ith  these 
Regulations or, ensure that an existing certificate is duly endorsed,

(2) Every rating who is q u a lified  under these Regulations shall be duly 
certificated.

Mandatory minimum requirem ents f o r  the tra in in g  and qualification oj 
masters, officers, ratings a n d  o th e r p e rs o n n e l oh ro-ro passenger ships

35. — (1) The requirements in paragraphs 36  to 43 apply to a  m aster, an 
officer, a rating and any other personnel serving  on board a ro-ro passenger 
ship which is engaged on an in ternational voyage.

(2 ) The A d m in is tra tio n  shall d e te rm in e  the applicability of these 
requirements to personnel serving on a ro -ro  passenger ship engaged on 
domestic voyages.

3 6 .  Prior to being assigned shipboard duties on board a ro-ro passenger 
ship, a seafarer shall have com pleted the tra in in g  required in accordance with 
his capacity, duties and responsibilities.

37. A seafarer who is required to be trai ned shall, at intervals not exceeding  
five years, undertake an appropriate refresher tra in ing  or be required to  provide 
evidence o f having achieved the required standard o f competence w ith in  the 
previous five years.

■ 3 8 .  A master, an officer and any o ther personnel designated on a muster 
list to assist passengers in an em ergency situation on board a ro-ro passenger  
ship shall have completed training in cro w d m anagem ent as specified in  section  
A -V /2 , paragraph 1 o f the Code.

39. A  master, an officer and any o ther personnel assigned specific duties 
and responsibilities on board a ro -ro  passenger ships shall have c o m p le te d  the 
familiarisation training specified in section A - V /2 ,  paragraph 2 o f  th e  C ode.

40. The personnel provid ing d irect services to passengers in p assenger  
spaces on board a ro-ro passenger ship shall have com pleted the safety training 
specified in section A -V /2 , paragraph 3 o f  the C ode.

41. A master, chief mate, chief engineer officer, second engineer officer 
and any other person assigned immediate responsibility for embarking and



disem barking  passengers, loading, discharging or securing cargo, or closing 
hull openings on board a ro-ro passenger ship shall have completed an approved 
train ing in passenger safety, cargo safety and hull integrity as specified in 
section A -V /2, paragraph 4 of the Code.

42. A  master, chief mate, chief engineer officer, second engineer officer 
and any o ther person having responsibility for the safety of passengers in 
em ergency  situations on board a ro-ro passenger ship shall have completed an 
approved  training in crisis management and human behaviour as specified in 
section A -V /2, paragraph S of the Code,

43. T he Administration shall ensure that documentary evidence of the 
tra in ing  w hich has been completed is issued to every person found qualified 
under the provisions of these re-quirements.

M a n d a t o r y  m in im u m  re q u ire m e n ts  f o r  the training and qualification o f  
m a s te r ,  o f f ic e r ,  r a t in g s  a n d  o th e r  perso n n e l on passenger ships other

th a n  ro-ro  p a sse n g e r  ships

44 . — (1) The requirements in paragraphs 45 to 52 apply to a master, 
officer, rating and other personnel serving on board a passenger ship, other 
than ro -ro  passenger ship, engaged on international voyages.

(2) T he M inister may extend the applicability of these requirements to 
personnel serving on a passenger ship which is engaged on domestic voyages.

45. A seafarer shall, prior to being assigned ship board duties on board a 
p assen g e r ship, have completed the training required in paragraph 46 in 
acco rdance  with his capacity, duties and responsibilities.

46. A seafarer who is required to be trained shall, at intervals not exceeding 
five years, undertake appropriate refresher training or be required to provide 
ev idence  o f  having achieved the required standard of competence within the 
p rev ious five years.

47 . T he  personnel designated on muster lists to assist passengers in 
em ergency  situations on board a passenger ship shall have completed training 
in c ro w d  m anagem ent as specified in section A-V/3, paragraph 1 of the Code.

48 . A m aster, an officer and any other personnel assigned specific 
responsib ilities  or duties on board a passenger ship, shall have completed the 
fam iliarisa tion  training specified in section A-V/3, paragraph 2 of the Code.

49. T he personnel providing direct service to passengers on board a 
passen g er sh ip  in pussenger spaces, shall have completed the safety training 
specified  in section A-V/3, paragraph 3 of the Code.

50. A m aster, chief mate, and person assigned immediate responsibility 
for em bark ing  and disembarking passengers, shall have completed the approved



51. A master, c h ie f  m ate, c h ie f  e n g in e e r  o fficer , second engineer officer 
and any person having resp on sib ility  for  the sa fe ty  o f  passengers in emergency 
situations on board a passengersh ip , sh all h a v e  com pleted  the approved training 
in crisis m anagem ent and hum an b eh a v io u r  as sp ecified  in section A-V/3, 
paragraph 5 o f  the C ode.

52. The A dm inistration  sh a ll en su re  that docum entary evidence of the 
training w hich has been co m p le ted  is is su ed  for a person found qualified under 
the provisions o f  these requirem ents.

Part VIII— E mergency, O ccupational Sapety,
M edical C are and S urvival Functions

M a n d a t o r y  m i n i m u m  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  f a m i l i a r i s a t i o n ,  b a s ic  safely 

t r a i n i n g  a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  a l l  s e a f a r e r s

53 . A seafarer shall r e c e iv e  fa m ilia r isa tio n  and basic safety training or 
instruction in accordance w ith  se c t io n  A -V l/1  o f  the C ode and shall meet the 
appropriate standard o f  c o m p e te n c e  s p e c if ie d  in  the Code.

M a n d a t o r y  m i n i m u m  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  is s u e  o f  c e rtif ic a te s  o f 

p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  s u r v i v a l  c r a f t ,  r e s c u e  b o a t s  a n d  f a s t  rescu e bouts

54. A  candidate for a certifica te  o f  p r o fic ien cy  in survival craft and rescue 
boats other than fast rescu e  b oats sh a ll—

( a )  not be less  than e ig h te e n  (1 8 )  y ea rs  o f  a g e  ;
( b )  have an approved se a g o in g  se r v ic e  o f  n ot less  than twelve months or 

have attended an approved  tra in in g  c o u rse  and have approved seagoing 
service o f  not le ss  than s ix  m o n th s ; and

(c) m eet the standard o f  c o m p e te n c e  for certificates o f proficiency in
survival craft and rescu e b oats set o u t in  sec  ..i A -V I/2 , paragraphs I lo4 
o f  the C ode. ,

55. A  candidate for a certi fica te  o f  profi o o P  in fast rescue boats shall-
I . . • ■

(a) have a certificate  o f  p r o fic ie n c y  in  su rv iva l craft and rescue boats 
other than fast rescue b oats ;

(b) have attended an ap p roved  tra in in g  co u rse  ; and
(c) m eet the standard o f  c o m p e te n c e  fo r  certificates o f proficiency in 

fast rescue boats set ou t in se c t io n , A -V 1 I2  paragraphs 5 to 8 of the Code.

training in passenger safety as specified in section A-V/3, paragraph 4 of the
Code.



, Mandatory minimum requirements for
tra in ing  In advanced fire fighting

56. A seafarer designated to control fire-flghtlng operations shall have 
successfully  completed the advanced training in techniques for fighting fire 
w ith particular emphasis on organisation, tactics and command in accordance 
w ith the provisions of section A-VI/3 of the Code and shall meet the standard 
o f com petence specified in the Code.

57. W here training in advanced fire-fighting is not included in the 
qualifications for the certificate to be issued, a speciul certificate or documentary 
evidence, as appropriate, shall be issued indicating that the holder has attended 
a course  o f training in advanced fire-fighting.

M andatory minimum requirements relating to 
medical first-aid and medical care

58. A seafarer designated to provide medical first-aid on board u ship 
shall m eet the standard of competence in medical first-aid specified in section 
A-VIM , paragraphs 1 to 3 of the Code.

59. A seafarer designated to take chaige of medical care on board a ship 
shall m eet the standard of competence in medical care on board a ship specified 
in section A-VIM, paragraphs 4 to 6 of the Code,

60. W here training in medical first-aid or medical care is not included in 
the qualifications for the certificate to be issued, a special certificate or 
docum entary  evidence shall be issued indicating that the holder has attended a 
course  o f  training in medical first-aid or in medical care.

M a d e  at Abuja this 9th day of March, 2010.

I b r a h i m  I s a  Bio 
Minister of Transportation
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MERCHANTS SHIPPING (ACCEPTED LOAD LINE 
CONVENTION CERTIFICATES) ORDER 2010

A rrangement  of O rders

Order:

1. C e rlificu less  Accepted.

2. Form of Certificate.

3 . C e rtific a te s  to be A pp licab le  to Current Voyage.

4 . C e rtif ic a te  to Show  by w hom  Issued, etc.

5 . C e rtif ic a te  to Show  Date and Period o f  Validity,

6 . C o u n tries  w hich  have Accepted Convention.

7. In terp re ta tio n .

8 . S h o rt T itle .

S C H E D U L E  

F irst S chedule

International L oad  L ine C ertificate

‘ S econd Schedule

L i s t  o f  G o v e r n m e n t s  w h ic h  a r e  P a r t ie s  t o  t h e  In t e r n a t io n a l  

‘C o n v e n t i o n  R e s p e c t i n g  L o a d l in e s , 1930, a n d  o f  t h e  T e r r it o r ie s  to  

w h ic h  t h e  C o n v e n t io n  m a s  u k en  A p p l ie d
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MERCHANTS SHIPPING AC1’

(2007 No. 27-)
l

. M e rc h a n t Shipping (Accepted Load Line Convention
, Certificates) O rder 2010

[9th March, 2010]

In cxcrciso ill* the powers conferral upon me by Sections 292 and 434. of the 
Merchants Shipping Act, 2007 and of nil ullust' powers eiinbllnj; me In that hclmll*, l, 
Aut/Wi i uuaiiim Isa Uio, Minister ofTnmsport, hereby make the following Order:

1. livery  Load lan e  Convention Certificate in respect of a Line 
Convention Ship, not being a Nigerian Ship, which complies with such of 
the requirem ents o f  this Order as apply to it in the circumstances shall be 
accepted as having the same force as the corresponding Certificate issued by 
the M inister under the Act.

2. S ub jec t to the provisions of this order, a Load Line Convention 
Certificate shall be in the form set forth in the First Schedule to this order, or 
as adapted to suit the needs of special classes of ships by the Nigerian Maritime 
A dm inistration and Safety Agency.

3. liv e ry  Load Line Convention Certificate shall he by its terms 
applicable to the voyage in respect of which a clearance or transire is demanded 
and to the irndc in which the ship is for the time being engaged.

4. Livery l ,oad Line Convention Certificate shall show by its terms that 
it was issued  by o r under the authority of the Government of the Country in 
which the sh ip  is registered or to which she belongs or that it was issued at 
the request o f  that Government by the Minister or by or under the authority 
of the G overnm en t o f  any other Country to which the Load Line Convention 
applies. T h e  certificate  shall be in English if issued by the Minister or by or 
under ihc au tho rity  o f  the Government of any other country to which the 
head Lino C onvention  applies. The certificate shall be in English if issued 
by ihc M in is te r and in any other ease in the official language of the country 
of the G o vernm en t by or under the authority of which it was issued, and any 
particulars inserted , whether by handwriting, typescript or otherwise in the 
blank spaces provided for that purpose shall be in roman characters and Arabic

5 . 1 ivory Load Line Convention Certificate shall show the date on which 
•J was issued  and  the period o f its validity, which shall not exceed five years 
^)in the da le  o f  issue, subject to annual inspections to ensure that the terms

Commence
ment.

Certificates
Accepted.

form of

Certificate.
first
Schedule

Certificate to 

be Applicable 
to Current 

Voyage.

Certificate to 
show by 

whom 
issued, etc.

Certificate Ut 
show date and 
period of 
validity, etc.
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Countries, 
which have 
accepted 
Convention.

lulcrprcliilion.

Short Title

arc being com plied  w ith . Such c e r t if ic a te s  m ay  th e re a f te r  be extended lora 
further period o f  five years  if  th e  sh ip  p a s se s  a full load line survey:

Provided that i f  a du ly  a u th o r iz e d  o f f ic e r  o f  the country in which the 
ship is registered o r to w hich  she b e lo n g  h as  e x te n d e d  the period of validity 
o f  any certificate  by a period  not e x c e e d in g  e ith e r  five m onths for the specific 
purpose o f  enab ling  the  sh ip  to tu rn  to th a t co u n try , or one month for any 
other purpose, such c e rtif ic a te  sh a ll be a c c e p te d  d u rin g  the period of any 
such extension i f  the sh ip  c o m p lie s  w ith  a n y  o th e r  requ irem ents of this Order 
which apply to it in the c irc u m sta n c e s .

6. It is hereby dec la red  th a t the  c o u n tr ie s  lis ted  in the Second Schedule 
to this O rder a rc  R e c o g n ize d  as  h a v in g  a c c e p te d  the provisions of Ihc 
International Load L ine C o n v e n tio n .

[Second Schedule*]

7. “Act" m eans the M e rc h a n t S h ip p in g  A ct ;

"Minisler” m ean s  th e  M in is te r  c h a rg e  w ith  the  responsibility for 
transportation.

• 8. 'This O rder m ay be c ited  as th e  M e rc h a n t S h ip p in g  (Accepted Load 
Line C onvention C e rtif ic a te s )  O rd e r  2 0 1 0 .

F lK S T  S C H E D U L E

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L o a d  L i n e  C e r t i h c a t u

(Order 2)

Issued under the authority o f  the Government o f .................................
under the provisions o f the International Load Line Convention, 1930.

Ship.......... .......................Distinctive N um ber o f Letters ................ ................

Port o f Registry..............................

Gross Tonnage....... .............................:

.■Freeboard from Deck Line Load Line

T ro p ic a l .............................................. (a ) .................... ........................................ above (W

Summer................... .....................(A)’Upper edge o f  line through centre o l^ 0,

Winter.....•............... ......................................... .............................................bclmv^

Winter in North Atlantic  ...........( /; ) ..................................... .................. bclo'^

Allowance for fresh water for all freeboards......................... ................. .......
\  , J  i$

'fhc upper edge o f the deck line from which these free boards are mease
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inches above the top of the ...................... ........  at s’[(\c

This is to Certify that this Ship has been surveyed and the freeboards 
and load lines shown above have been assigned in accordance with the 
Convention. . \

This certificate remains in force until....... !.......... .............................

Issued a t .......................... . on the .................... day o f ................20.......

Mere follow the signature or seal and the description of the authority issuing 
the certificate.

The provisions of the Convention being fully complied with by this ship, this 
certificate is renewed until.....................................................................

Place ............ ......................I........... Date...................... ..................’....

S ignature or seal and description of authority.

T he provisions o f the Convention being fully complied with by this ship, this 
certificate is renewed until......... ..................................................................

P la c e ................ .................... ...................... Date............................................

T he provisions of the Convention being fully complied with by this ship, this 
certificate  is renewed until........................... ................ ....................... .......

P la c e ........ .......................................... ........ Date...................... ............... .......

S ignature or seal and description of authority. *

*No/e- Where sea-going steamers navigate a river or inland water, deeper 
loading is permitted corresponding to the weight of fuel, etc., required lor 
consum ption between the point of departure and the open sea.
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S e c o n d  S c h e d u l e  ;

f  -• { O r d e r  6)
L i s t  o r  G o v e r n m e n t s  w h ic h  a r e  P a r t i e s  t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  

R e s p e c t i n g  L o a d l i n e s , (930, a n d  o f  t h e  T e r r i t o r i e s  t o  w h i c h  t h e  

C o n v e n t i o n  h a s  b e e n  A p p l i e d

Governm ent E ffe c tiv e

Argentina 19th January, 1936
Australia 17th May, 1936
Belgium • 29th August, 1935
Brazil 31st March, 1938
Bulgaria * , •?t' 4th December, 1933
Burma 1st January, 1935
Cambodia v 15th January, 1939
Cameroon 28th February, 1956
Canada. 1st January, 1933
Chile 24th August, 1933
China 19th November, 1935
Congo Brazaville 28th February, 1956
Costa Rica 1st October, 1953
Cuba 9th March, 1933
Czechoslovakia 18th September, 1955
Dahomey • 28lh February, 1956
Denmark 1st January, 1933
Dominican Republic 28th January. 1948
Ixuador 28th May, 1950
Federation of Malaya 10 th A pril,! 954
Finland 1st January, 1933
France % 1st January, 1933

Comoro Achipclago
;

French Polynesia 
French Somaliland
French Southern and Antarctic Territories 
New Caledonian Dependencies 
St. Pierre and Miquelon 
Wallis and Futuna Islands

28th February, 1956

Germany
Ghana
Greece
Haiti

6th December, 1933 
2 2 n d  February, 1958 

4th  M arch , 1935 
2 n d  M arch , 1961



Honduras 
l lu n g ary  
Ice lan d  
In d ia  
Indonesia 
Irish  R ep u b lic  
Israel 
Ita ly
C o te  d ’ Iv o ire  
Japan
K o re a , R ep u b lic  o f  
K u w a it  
1 ,ib c ria
M a la g a s y  R epublic  
M a u r ita n ia  
M e x ic o  
N e th erla n d s
C u ra c a o  \
N e th e rla n d s  N e w  G uinea j
N e w  Z ea lan d
N ic a ra g u a
N ig e r
N o rw a y
P akistan
Panam a
Peru
P h ill ip in c  R epub lic  
P o lan d  
P o rtu g a l 
R o u m a n ia  
S o u th  A fr ic a  
S p a in  
S w e d e n  

■ Sw itzerland  

T h a ila n d

10th September, 1948  
16th A p ril, 1933 

2 (>lh February, 1933 
1st January, 1935 
27th A p ril, 1933 

8lh M ay, 1934 
15th October, 1949 

1st January, 1933 
28lh February, 1956 

H th  September. 1935 
11 th September, 1954 

12th April, 1959 
25th June, 1949 

28lh February, 1956 
28th February, 1956 
6lh September, 1933 

1st January,’ 1933

27th April, 1933

1st January, 1933 
19th May. 1954 

28th February, 1956 
1st January, 1933 
1st January, 1935 

13 lb October, 1936 
3()lh June, 1933 

30th December, 1949 
6th December, 1933 

1st January. 1933 
1st A pril, 1933 

24lb May, 1947
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irk e y
x 'i i k t 'U n io n  o f  Soviet Socialist Republics 

n ile il  A ra b  R epub lic  

f i l le d  K in g d o m  
o n g  K o n g
n if ed Slates o f America

Is l Ja n u a iy .  19 3 3  

1st Jan u ary , 19 3 3  

I9 lh  A tigust, 1 9 5 1  

1 1  tli O ctober, 19 3 3  

20th A u gu st. 19 5 5  

Is lJa m ia ry . 19 3 3  

24th O ctober, 19 5 6  

1st Ja n u a ry , 19 3 3  

1st Sep tem b er, 19 3 8  

1st Ja n u a ry . 19 3 3



U ru g u a ry
V e n e z u e la
Vietnam
1 'o rm c r Y u g o s la v ia

M a d i- at Abuja this 9th day o f  M arch, 2 0 1 0 .

,3 'iJii!Uiary,2oio  
261,1 March, 1934

| Signed)
A l i i a j i  I b r a h i m  , S a  B | o  

Minister o f  Transport
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AuUANCiUMI-NT OF SliCTlONS

R e g u la t io n ;

P a r t  I Putx m *i J i j R i i s  T O  m ;  R ) u .o w i :d  HY Riisnn: C o - o r d i n a t i o n  C  
Ri:snil-: SUH-Cl:NTM:S l ) l l U I N ( i  l \M I - lU i l :N T Y  P l IA S I  S

I NIRI S AND

1. D e c lin  a tion  o f  A lert Phase.

2 . In it ia t io n  o f  A ctio n .

3 . K x e c u lio n  o f  Plans o f  O peration.

A. In it ia t io n  o f  Search and Rescue Operations when the Position o f 

the Search. O bject is Unknow n.

5 . Passing* o f  In fo rm atio n .
6 . C o -o rd in a tio n  when T w o  or more Parties are Involved.

7. O n -s c e n e  C o-ord ination  o f  Search and Rescue Activities.
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M e rc h a n t Shipping (Search and Rescue) Regulations 2010

[9th March, 2010]

In exercise of the powers conferred upon me by Section 82 of the Merchant 
Shipping Act, 2007 and of all other powers enabling me in that behalf, 1, Ibrahim Isa 
B io , Minister of Transportation, hereby make the following Rules:

P a r i* l P r o c e d u r e s  to  be  follow ed  by R escue C o-ordination C entres and 

R e sc u e  S u b -C entres D uring  E mergency  Phases

1. Upon the declaration of the uncertainly phase, the rescue co-ordination 
centre or rescue sub-centre shall initiate enquiries to determine the safely of 
a person, a vessel or other craft, or shall declare the alert phase.

2 . 1 Ipon the declaration of the alert' phase, the rescue co-ordination centre 
or rescue sub-centre shall extend (he enquiries for the missing person, vessel 
or o ther craft, alert appropriate search and rescue services and initiate such 
action as is necessary in the light of the Circumstances of the particular ease.

3. Upon the declaration of the distress phase, the rescue co-ordination 
centre or rescue sub-eenre, as appropriate, shall proceed as prescribed in its 
plans o f  operation, as required by regulation I of these Regulations.

4. In (he event o f an emergency phase being declared lor a search object 
whose position is unknown, the following shall apply—

(a) when an emergency phase exists, a rescue co-ordination centre or 
rescue sub-centre shall, unless it is aware that other centres arc taking 
action , assum e responsibility for initialing suitable action and confer with 
o th e r  cen tre  with the objective of designating one centre to assume 
responsib ility  :

(fo) u n less  o therw ise decided by agreement between the centres 
concerned , the centre to be designated shall be the centre responsible for 
the area in which the search object was, according to its last reported 
position  ; and

(c) afte r the declaration o f the distress phase, the centre co-ordinating 
the search and rescue operations shall, as appropriate, inform other centres 
o f  a ll the  c ircum stances o f  the emergency and o f all subsequent 
developm ents.

Commence
ment.
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5. W henever possib le , th e  re sc u e  c o -o rd in a t io n  cen tre  or rescue stib- 
ccntrc for search  and rescu e  o p e ra tio n s  sh a ll  fo rw a rd  to the person, a vessel 
or o ther craft for w hich an e m e rg e n c y  p h a se  h a s  b een  declared , information 
on the search and rescue  o p e ra tio n s  it h as  in itia te d .

6. For search  and  resc u e  o p e ra t io n s  in v o lv in g  m ore than one Parly, 
each Party shall take a p p ro p r ia te  a c tio n  in a c c o rd a n c e  w ith the plans of 
operation referred to in regu la tion  A (a) o f  th e se  R eg u la tio n s  when so requested 
by the rescue co -o rd ination  c e n tre  o f  th e  re g io n .

7. — (I )  'flic  a c tiv itie s  o f  s e a rc h  a n d  re s c u e  u n its  and other facilities 
engaged in search and rescu e  o p e ra t io n s  sh a ll  be co -o rd in a ted  on-sccncto 
ensure the m ost effec tive  resu lts .

(2) W hen m ultip le  fa c ilitie s  a re  a b o u t  to  e n g a g e  in search and rescue 
operations, and the rescue  c o -o rd in a tio n  c e n tre  o r  re sc u e  sub-ccnlrc considers 
it necessary, the m ost c a p a b le  p e rso n  s h a ll  be d e s ig n a te d  as onscene co
ordinator as early  as p ra c tic a b le  an d  p re fe ra b ly  b e fo re  the facilities arrive 
within the specified  a rea  o f  o p e ra t io n . S p e c if ic  resp o n sib ilitie s  shall be 
assigned to the o n -sc c n c  c o -o rd in a to r ,  ta k in g  int.o a c co u n t the apparent 
capabilities o f  the o n -scen e  c o -o rd in a to r  a n d  o p e ra t io n a l  requirements.

(3) If there is no re sp o n s ib le  re s c u e  c o -o rd in a t io n  centre or, for any 
reason, the responsib le  rescu e  c o -o rd in a t io n  c e n tre  is unab le  to co-ordinale 
the search and rescue m ission , the fac ilitie s  in v o lv ed  shall designate an onscene 
co-ordinator by m utual a g re e m e n t.

8. ( I ) Search  and re scu e  o p e ra t io n s  sh a ll  c o n tin u e , w hen practicable, 
until all reasonab le  hope o f  re s c u in g  s u rv iv o r s  h a s  p asse d .

(2 )  T he resp o n sib le  re sc u e  c o -o rd in a tio n  c e n tre  o r rescue m iIk t i i Iiv 
concerned shall n o rm a lly  d e c id e  w h e n  to  d is c o n t in u e  search  and rescue 
operations. If  no such  c e n tre  is in v o lv e d  in c o -o rd in a t in g  the operations, the 
on-scenc co -o rd inato r m ay tak e  th is  d e c is io n .

(3) W hen a rescue  c o -o rd in a tio n  c e n tre  o r  re s c u e  sub-ccn lrc  considers, 
on the basis o f  re liab le  in fo rm a tio n , th a t  a s e a rc h  and  rescue  operation has 
been successfu l, o r that th e  e m e rg e n c y  no  lo n g e r  e x is ts , it shall terminate the 
search and rescue o p e ra tio n  and  p ro m p tly  in fo rm  a n y  authority , facility or 
service w hich has been a c tiv a te d  o r  n o t if ie d .

(d) If  a search  and  re sc u e  o p e ra t io n  o n -s c e n e  b eco m es impracticable 
and the rescue  c o -o rd in a tio n  c e n tre  o r  r e s c u e  s u b -c e n tre  concludes iW 
survivors m ight still be a liv e , th e  c e n tre  m a y  te m p o ra r ily  suspend the on
scene ac tiv ities  pend ing  fu rth e r  d e v e lo p m e n ts  a n d  sh a ll p rom ptly  to form any 
authority, facility  o r se rv ice  w h ich  h as  b e e n  a c tiv a te d  o r  no tified . In fo rm atio n
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subsequently  received shall be evaluated and search and rescue operations 
resum ed when justified on the basis of such information.

Part 11 - S hip R eporting S ystems

9.— (1) Ship reporting systems may be established either individually General, 

by Parties or in co-operation with other Slates, where this is considered 
necessary , to facilitate search and rescue operations.

(2) Parties contemplating the institution of a ship reporting system should 
take account o f the relevant recommendations of the Organization. Parties 
should  also consider whether existing reporting systems or other sources of 
ship  position data can provide adequate information for the region and seek 
to m inim ize unnecessary additional reports by ships or the need for rescue 
eo ordination centres to cheek with multiple reporting systems to determine 
availab ility  o f  ships to assist with search and rescue operations.

(3) The ship reporting system shall provide up-to-date information on 
the m ovem ents o f  vessels in the event of a distress incident in order to

(a) reduce the interval between the loss of contact with a vessel and the 
in itiation  o f  search and rescue operations in eases where no distress signal 
has been rece iv ed ;

perm it rapid identification of vessels which may be called upon to 
p rovide a ssis tan ce ;

(c) perm it delineation of a search area of limited si/.c in case the position 
o f  a person, a vessel or other craft in distress is unknown or uncertain; and

((f) facilitate the provision of urgent medical assistance or advice.

10. Ship reporting systems, shall satisfy the following requirements

(a) provision o f information, including sailing plans and position reports, 
w hich would make it possible to determine the current and future positions 
o f  participating  vesse ls;

(/)) m aintenance o f shipping p lo t;

(c) receipt o f  reports at appropriate intervals from participating vessels;

Opcrr.tional
Requirements.

((/) sim plicity  in system design and operation ; and

(c) use o f  internally  agreed standard ship reporting format and 
procedures.

11. A ship reporting system should incorporate the following types of Types of 

sh ip  reports in accordance with the rccoininendationsofthe()rgani/ation\s

(a) sailing  p la n ;

(b) position rep o rt; and

(c) final report.
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Citation.

12. - - (1 )  Parties shall en co u rag e  a ll v e s se ls  to  re p o r t  th e ir  position when 
travelling in areas w here a rran g em en ts  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  to  co llect information 
on positions for search and rescu e  p u rp o se s .

(2) Parties reco rd in g  in fo rm a tio n  on  th e  p o s it io n  o f  vessels should 
d issem inate, so far as p rac ticab le , su c h  in fo rm a tio n  to  o th er States when 
requested for search and rescu e  p u rp o se s .

13. T hese R egulations m ay be c ite d  a s  th e  M e rc h a n t Shipping (Search 

and Rescue) R egulations 2010 .

S C H E D U L E

S h ip  R e p o r t i n g  F o r m a t  a n d  P r o c e d u r e s

F O R M A T  (See I)

M essage Id e n tif ie r : 

Type o f  Report

S h ip :

Date/lim c (G .M .T .):

P o s itio n :

True C o u rs e :

Speed in K n o ts :

Route Inform ation :

E.T.A.

Coast Radio Station G uarded  :I

Tim e o f  Next R eport : 

M isc e lla n eo u s :

SI 11 P R E P  (a re a  o r  sy s te m  designator)

A.....A 2 - le l le r  g ro u p  :

“ S P ”  ( s a i l in g  p lan )
“ P R ” (p o s i t io n  rep o rt)
“ F R ” ( f in a l  re p o r t)

13 -N am e  a n d  c a l l  s ig n  o r  ship  station 
iden tity .

C .....A 6 -d ig i l  g ro u p  g iv in g  dale o f month
( f irs t  2 d ig its ) ,  h o u rs  an d  m inutes (last 4 
d ig its )

D— D e p a r tu re  p o r t  ( S i ’) o r arrival port (PR)

E —A  4 -d ig it g ro u p  g iv in g  latitude in degrees 
and  m in u te s  su ff ix e d  w ith  “ N ” or “ S” and a 
5 -d ig it g ro u p  g iv in g  lo n g itu d e  in degrees and 
m in u te s  s u ff ix e d  w ith  “ H” o r “ W ”

F— A  3 -d ig i t  g ro u p

G — A 2 -d ig it  g ro u p

I I In te n d e d  t ra c k  (See note 2)

I- D a tc /tim c  g ro u p  e x p re sse d  by a 6-digit 
g roup , a s  in C  a b o v e , fo llow ed  by destination.

K — N a m e  o f  S ta tio n  

.1 N a m e  o f  S ta tio n  

L - A n y  o th e r  In fo rm a tio n
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P o s itio n  R eport

PROCP,DURUS

T h e  R e p o rt sltoud be sent as fo llo w s :

S a il in g  R eport Position R e p o rt: A t, or immediately alter, departure from a
port or when entering into the area covered 
by a system (See note 3).

W hen the ship's position \ aries more than 
25 miles from the position that would have 
been predicted from previous reports, after 
a course alteration, when required by the 
system or as decided by the master.

Shortly before or on arrival at destination 
or when leaving the area covered by a 
system (See note 3).

Pinal R eport;

Nole Sections o f the ship reporting format which are inappropriate 
should be omitted front the report. See the following examples.

Uxam pics o f  messages produced by using this format:

S a ilin g  Plan Position Report Pinal Report
S H IP R K P SIUPRUP SI 1IPRP.P
A S P A PR APR
B N O N S U C H / B N O N S U C H / 11 NONSUCH/
M B C U M U C H MUCH
C  0 21030 C  041200 C 1110500

D  N U W  Y O R K P.4604N  05123 W 1) LONDON

P 06 0 l; 089
( i  16 G 15
11G C J PORT1SHUAD

1102145 K 061200
L O N D O N  
J P O R T IS H L A D  
MM 1200

(

N o rt- 2  ’ 

( " )

In  a reporting system, ‘attended track may he tcporlcd b y .

latitude and longitude for each turn point, expressed as in P, 
above, together w ith  type o f intended track between these 
points, for exam ple “ R L" (thumb line) M .  I great a re  e) or 

“ coastal", or
. . r , , ... ,ur  forecast date and time,

/JA \\\ the case ol coastal sailing, tm> 1 r
,k  in C above, ol passing 

expressed by a 6 -d ig tl group <'s
s ign ifican t o ffshore  points.
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Note 3 : Sailing plan and final report should be transmitted 

using system other than radio  co m m unications
practicable.

rapidly,
w here

M a w ;  at Abuja this 9th day o f  M arch, 2 0 10.

I b r a h i m  I s a  B i o  
Minister o f  Transportation
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MERCHANTS SHIPPING ACT
(2007 No. 27)

Merchants Shipping (Collision) Ruics 2010

[9ill March, 2 0 10 ]  Commence

ment.
In exercise or the powers conferred upon me by Sections 265 and 434 of the 

Merchants Shipping Act, 2007 and of all other powers enabling me in that behalf, l,
A vjia.1I I kkaihm Isa B io, M inister of Transport, hereby make the following Rules:

P art I—G unurau

l . ~ (  I) These Rules shall apply to all vessels upon the high seas and in all General 

w aters connected therewith navigable by seagoing vessel. Application.

(2) Nothing in these Rules shall interfere with the operation of special 
ru les m ade by an appropriate authority for roadsteads, harbours, rivers, lakes 
o r  inland waterways connected with the high seas and navigable by seagoing 
vessels. S u d i special rules Khali conform as closely as possible to these Rules,

(3) Nothi ng in these Rules shall interfere with the operation of any special 
rules' m ade by the Government of any Stale with respect to additional station 
o r signal lights, shapes or whistle signals for ships of war and vessels proceeding 
under convoy, or with respect to additional station or signal lights or shapes lor 
fish ing  vessels engaged in fishing as a fleet. These additional station or signal 
ligh ts, shapes or whistle signals shall, so far as possible, be such that they
canno t be mistaken for any light, shape or signal authorized elsewhere under 
these  Rules.

(4) Traffic separation senemes may be adopted by the Organization for 
the  purpose of these Rules.

(5) W henever the Government concerned shall have determined (hat a 
vessels o f  special construction or purpose cannot comply fully with the provision 
o f  any o f  these Rules with respect to the number, position, range or arc of 
v isib ility  o f  lights or shapes, as well as to th'c disposition and characteristics of 
sound-signaling  appliances, without interfering with the special function of the 
vessel. Such vessel shall comply with such other provisions in regard to the 
num ber, position, range or arc of visibility of lights or shapes, as well as (o the 
disposition and characteristics of sound-signalling appliances, as her Government 
sha li'h ayc  determined to be the closest possible compliance with these Rules in 
respect to (hat vessel.

2.*— ( i ) Nothing in these Rules shall exonerate any vessel, or the owner, Kesponsibi- 
m a s te r  o r crew  thereof, from the consequences of any neglect to comply with ^  
t hese R ules or o f  the neglect of any precaution which may be required by the 
o rd in a ry  practice o f  seamen, or by the special circumstances of the ease.
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Application  
o f Rules in 
this Part.

Look-out.

Safe Speed.

(2) In co n stru in g  and  c o m p ly in g  w ith  th e se  R u les  due regard shall be 
had to all dangers o f  nav iga tion  and  c o llis io n  a n d  to  any special circumstances 
including the lim ita tions o f  the  v e sse ls  in v o lv e d , w h ich  m ay make u departure 
from  these R ules n ecessa ry  to a v o id  im m e d ia te  danger.

P a r t  II— S t e e r i n g  a n d  S a i l i n g  R u l e s  

A— Conduct o f Vessels in any Condition o f Visibility

3. R ules in this P art ap p ly  in a n y  c o n d it io n  o f  v isib ility . s •

4. Every  vessel shall at all tim es  m a in ta in  a p ro p e r  look-out by sight and 
hearing  as w ell as by a ll a v a ila b le  m e a n s  a p p ro p r ia te  in  th e  prevailing 
circum stances and c o n d itio n s  so  as to  m a k e  a fu ll appraisal o f the situation 
and o f the risk  o f  co llis ion .

5. — ( 1 )  E very  vesse l shall at all t im e s  p ro c e e d  at a safe speed so that 
she can take p ro p er and  e ffe c tiv e  a c tio n  to  a v o id  co llis ion  and be stopped 
w ithin a d istance  ap p ro p ria te  to  th e  p re v a i l in g  c irc u m stan ces  and conditions.

( 2 )  In d e te rm in in g  a sa fe  sp e e d  th e  fo llo w in g  factors shall be among 
those taken in to  a c c o u n t :

(a) by all v esse ls—

(0  the sta te  o f  v is ib ility  ;

(//) the  tra ffic  d e n s ity  in c lu d in g  c o n c e n tra tio n s  o f  fishing vessels or 
any o th er vesse ls  ;

(Hi) the  m an o e u v e ra b ili ty  o f  th e  v e s se l w ith  special reference to 
stopping  d istance  and  tu rn in g  a b ility  in th e  p rev a ilin g  conditions;

(iv) a t n igh t the p re se n c e  o f  b a c K ilo g ra m s ro u n d  light such as from 
shore lights o r from  b a c k  s c a t te r  o f  h e r  o w n  l i g h t s ;

( v )  the state  o f  w ind , sea  and  c u rre n t, an d  the proxim ity o f  navigational 

hazards ;

(vi) the d rau g h t in re la tio n  to  th e  a v a ila b le  d ep th  o f  w a te r ;

(b) add itionally , by  v e sse ls  w ith  o p e ra t io n a l  r a d a r :

(0 the characteristics, e ffic ie n cy  a n d  lim ita tio n s  o f  the radar equipment.

( ii) any  co n s tra in ts  im p o s e d  b y  th e  r a d a r  ra n g e  scale in use,

(iii) the e ffe c t o n  ra d a r  d e te c tio n  o f .th e  s e a  sta te , weather and other
sources c f  in te rfe re n c e , '•••■ .. .

• ' 4 » * * >j * *
( i'v) the  p o ss ib ility  th a t sm a ll v e s se ls , ic e  an d  o ther 

m ay  no t be d e te c te d  by  ra d a r  a t  a n  a d e q u a te  ran g e ,

■ (v) the number, location aiicl movement of' vessels detected by rad|ir'

floa tin g  objects
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(vi) the more exact assessment of the visibility that may be possible 
w hen radar is used to determine the range of vessels or other objects in 
the vicinity.

6 .— (1) Every vessel shall use all available means appropriate to the Risk of 

prevailing circumstances and conditions to determine if risk of collision exists. Collision. 

If there is any doubt such risk shall be deemed to exist.

(2) Proper use shall be made of radar equipment if fitted and ope ration, 
including  long-range scanning to obtain early warning of risk of collision and 
radar plotting or equivalent systematic observation of detected objects.

(3) Assumptions shall not be made on the basis of scanty information, 
especially  scanty radar information.

(4) In determining if risk of collision exists the following considerations 
shall am ong those taken into account—

(a) such risk shall be deemed to exist if the compass bearing an 
approaching vessel does not appreciably change; and

(/>) such risk may sometimes exist even when an appreciable bearing 
change is evident, particularly when approaching a very large vessel or a 
tow  or when approaching a vessel at close range.

7 . — ( 1) Any action to avoid collision (shall be taken in accordance with Action to 

the R ules o f this Part and) shall, if the circumstances of the case admit, be avoi(I 
positive , m ade in ample time and with due regard to the observance of good Colllsu,n< 
seam ansh ip .

(2) Any alteration of course and speed to avoid collision shall, if the 
c ircum stances o f the case admit, be large enough to be readily apparent in 
ano th er vessel observing visually or by radar; a succession of' small alterations 
o f  co u rse  and speed should he avoided.

(3) 1 f there is sufficient sea room-, alteration of courscalonc may be the most 
effect i ve ael ion to avoid a close-quarters situation provided that il is made in good 
lim e, is'substantial and does not result in another close-quarters situation.

(4) A ction taken to avoid collision with another vessel shall be such as to 
resu lt in passing at a safe distance. The effectiveness of the action shall be 
ca re fu lly  checked until the other vessel is finally past and dear.

(5) I f necessary to avoid collision or allow more time to assess the situation, 
a vessel shall slacken her speed or take all way off by stopping r reversing 
h e r  m eans o f  propulsion.

(6) A vessel—

(a) w hich, by any of these Rules, is required not to impeJc the passage 
o r  sa fe  passage o f  another vessel shall, when required by the circumstances
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Narrow
Channels.

T ra ffic
Separation
Schemes.

o f the case, take early  ac tion  to  a llo w  s u ff ic ie n t  se a  room  for the safe 
passage o f  the o th er v e s s e l ;

(, b)required not to impede the passage or safe passage of uiio iIkt vessel 
is not relieved  o f this ob lig a tio n  if  a p p ro a c h in g  th e  o th e r  vessel so as to 
involve risk o f collision and shall, w hen  tak in g  a c tio n , hav e  full regard to ilu- 
action w hich m ay be requ ired  by the  R u le s  o f  th is  p a r t ;

(c) the passage  o f  w hich  is no t to  be  im p e d e d  re m a in s  fully  obliged to 
com ply w ith the R ules o f  th is p a rt w h e n  th e  tw o  v e sse ls  a rc  approaching 
one another so as to invo lve risk  o f  c o llis io n .

8. — -(1) A vessel p ro ceed in g  a lo n g  th e  c o u rs e  o f  a n a rro w  channel or 
fairw ay shall keep  as near to  the  o u te r  l im it  o f  th e  c h a n n e l o r  fairw ay which 
lies on her starboard  side  as is sa fe  and  p ra c tic a b le .

. (2) A vessel o f less than 20  m etres  in  le n g th  o r  a  s a il in g  vessel shall not 
im pede the passage o f a vessel w hich  can  sa fe ly  n a v ig a te  o n ly  w ith in  a narrow 
channel o r fairw ay.

(3) A vessel engaged  in f ish ing  sh a ll n o t im p e d e  th e  p a ssa g e  o f any other 
vessel navigating  w ith in  a narrow  c h a n n e l o r  fa irw a y .

(4) A vessel shall no t c ro ss  a  n a rro w  c h a n n e l o r  fa irw a y  if  such  crossing 
im pedes the passage  o f  a  vessel w h ich  ca n  s a fe ly  n a v ig a te  o n ly  w ithin such 
channel or fairw ay and the la tte r vesse l m ay  u se  the  so u n d  signa l prescribed 
in R ule 34 (d)if in doub t as to the  in te n tio n  o f  th e  c ro s s in g  v e s s e l :

(a) in a narrow  channel o r fa irw a y  w h e n  o v e r ta k in g  can  lake  place only 
if  the vessel to  be overtaken  has to  ta k e  a c tio n  to  p e rm it  sa fe  passing, the 
vessel in tend ing  to o v ertak e  shall in d ic a te  h e r  in te n tio n  by sounding Ihc 
appropriate  signal p rescribed  in R u le  3 2 (c ) ( /)  ;

(i b) the vessel to be overtaken  shall, i f  in a g re e m e n t, sou n d  the appropriate 
signal p rescribed  in R ule  3 2 (c)(/i)  an d  ta k e  s te p s  to  p e rm it  sa fe  passing. If 
in doubt she m ay sound  th e  s ig n a ls  p re s c r ib e d  in  R u le  32(<■/); and

(c) this R ule  does not re liev e  th e  o v e r ta k in g  v e s se l o f  her obligation, 
under R ule  12.

(5) A vessel nearing  a b end  o r an  a re a  o f  a  n a rro w  c h a n n e l o r fairway 
w here o th er vessels m ay  be o b sc u re d  by  a n  in te rv e n in g  o b s tru c tio n  shall 
navigate  w ith particu lar a le rtn ess  and  c a u tio n  a n d  sh a ll  so u n d  the  appropriate 
signal p rescribed  in R u le  33(e).

(6) A ny vessel shall, if  the  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  o f  th e  c a se  adm it, avoid 
anchoring  in a  narrow  channel.

9. — (1) T h is R u le  app lies  to  tra ffic  s e p a ra tio n  s c h e m e s  adop ted  by the 
O rgan iza tion  (and  docs no t re lie v e  any  v e sse l o f  h e r  o b lig a tio n  under any 
o th er R ule).



(2 ) A vessel using a traffic separation scheme shall—

(a) proceed in the appropriate traffic lane in the general direction of 
traffic flow for that lane;

( b)  so far as practicable keep clear of a traffic separation line or 
separation zone;

(c) normally join or leave a traffic lane at the termination of the lane, but 
when joining or practicable.

(3) A vessel shall, so far as practicable, avoid crossing traffic lanes, but 
i f  obliged to do so shall cross ns ncurly as practicable at right angles to the 
general direction of traffic flow.

(4 ) A vessel shall not use an inshore traffic zone when she can safely 
use the appropriate traffic lane within the adjacent traffic separation scheme.
1 lowcver, vessels of less than 20 metres in length, sailing vessels and vessels 
engaged in fishing may use the inshore traffic zone,

(5) Notwithstanding paragraph (6), a vessel may use an inshore traffic 
zone when en route to or from a port, offshore installation or structure, pilot 
station or any other place situated within the inshore traffic zone, or lo avoid 
im m ediate danger.

(6 ) Inshore, traffic zones shall not normally be used by through traffic 
which can safely use the appropriate traffic lane within Ihc adjacent traffic 
separation scheme.

(7 ) A  vessel, other than a crossing vessel or a vessel joining or leaving a 
Lane shall not normally enter a separation zone or cross a separation line 
except—

(a )  in cases of emergency to avoid immediate danger;
(/;) to engage in fishing within a separation zone.

(8 ) A  vessel navigating in areas near the terminations of traffic separation 
schemes shall do so with particular caution.

(9 ) A vessel shall so far as practicable avoid anchoring in a traffic 
separation scheme or in areas near its terminations.

(1 0 ) A vessel not using a traffic separation scheme shall avoid it hy as 
w id e  a margin as is practicable.

( I  I )  A vessel engaged in fishing shall not impede the passage ot any 
vessel following a traffic lane.

( 12 ) A  vessel o f less than 20 metres in length ora sailing vessel shall not 
im pede the safe passage o f a power-driven vessel following a traffic lane.
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(13) A vessel restric ted  in her ab ility , to  m a n o e u v re  w h en  engaged  in an 
operation for the m ain tenance  o f  sa fe ty  o f  n a v ig a tio n  in  a  tra ffic  separation 
schem e is exem pted  from  co m p ly in g  w ith  th is  R u le  to  th e  e x te n t necessary to 
carry out the operation .

(14) A vessel restric ted  in her ab ility  to  m a n o e u v re  w h en  engaged  in an 
operation for the laying, se rv ic ing  o r p ick in g  up  o f  a su b m a r in e  cable , within a 
traffic separation  schem e, is ex em p ted  fro m  c o m p ly in g  w ith  th is R ule to the 
extent necessary  to carry  ou t the o p e ra tio n .

B—Conduct o f Vessels in Sight o f  one Another

10. Rules in this Part app ly  to v e sse ls  in s ig h t o f  o n e  ano ther.

11.— (1) W hen tw o sa iling  v esse ls  a re  a p p ro a c h in g  o n e  ano ther, so as to 
involve risk o f  collision, one o f  them  sh a ll k e e p  o u t o f  th e  w ay  o f  the other as 
fo llow s:

(a) w hen each has the w ind  on a d if fe re n t s id e , th e  v e sse l w hich has the 
w ind on the po rt side shall keep  o u t o f  th e  w a y  o f  th e  o th e r  ;

(b) w hen both have the w ind  on th e  sa m e  s id e , th e  v esse l w hich is to 
w indw ard shall keep out o f  the  w ay  o f  th e  v e sse l w h ic h  is to leew ard ;

(c) if a vessel w ith the w ind  on  the  p o r ts id e  se e s  a  v esse l to windward 
and cannot determ ine w ith  c e rta in ty  w h e th e r  th e  o th e r  v e sse l has the wind 
on the port o r on the sta rb o ard  s ide , sh e  sh a ll k e e p  o u t o f  the way of the 
other.

(2) For the purposes o f  th is R ule  the  w in d w a rd  s id e  sh a ll be deem ed to 
he the side opposite  to that on w h ich  the  m a in sa il  is c a rr ie d  or, in the case of 
a square-rigged vessel, the s ide  o p p o s ite  to  that on  w h ic h  the  largest fore- 
and-aft sail is carried.

12.— (1) N o tw ithstand ing  a n y th in g  c o n ta in e d  in th e s e  R u les  any vessel 
overtaking any o ther shall keep o u t o f  th e  w a y  o f  th e  v e sse l b e in g  overtaken.

(2) A vessel shall be d eem ed  to  be  o v e r ta k in g  w h e n  co m in g  up with 
another vessel from  a d irec tion  m ore  th an  2 2 .5  d e g re e s  a b a ft her beam , that 
is, in such a position w ith re fe ren ce  to th e  vessel she is overtaking, that at 
n ight she w ould be ab le  to sec  on ly  the  s tc rn lig h t  o f  th a t v e sse l bu t neither of 
her sidelights.

(3) W hen a vessel is in any d o u b t as to  w h e th e r  s h e  is o v e rta k in g  another, 
she shall assum e that th is is the  c a se  and  a c t a c c o rd in g ly .

(4) A ny subsequen t a lte ra tio n  o f  th e  b e a r in g  b e tw e e n  the  tw o vessels 
shall not m ake the o v ertak in g  vesse l a c ro s s in g  v e s se l  w ith in  the m eaning of
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th e s e  R u les  o r rel ieve her of the duly of keeping clear of the overtaken vessel 
u n til  sh e  is finally past and clear.

1 3 .— ( 1 )  When iwo power-driven vessels are meeting on reciprocal or Head-on 
nearly reciprocal courses so as to involve risk of collision each shall alter her Situation, 
course to starboard so that each shall pass on the port side of the other.

(2) Such a situation shall be deemed to exist when a vessel secs the 
other ahead or nearly ahead and by night she could see the masthead lights of 
die oilier in a lino or hourly in a line or both sidelights tmd by tiny site observes 
the corresponding aspect of the other vessel.

(3) When a vessel i's in any doubt as to whether such a situation exists 
she shall assume that it docs exist and act accordingly.

14. When iwo power-driven vessels are crossing so as to involve risk of (W»inr. 
collision, the vessel which lias live other on her own starboard side shall keep
out of the way and shall, if the circumstances of live ease admit, avoid crossing 
ahead of the other vessel.

15. livery vessel which is direclcd liy these Rules to keep out ol the Action by
way of another vessel shall, so far as possible, lake early and substantial P'V1' 'vnS 
action to keep well clear. V'SS|1'

16. —(1) Where by any of these Rules one of two vessels is lo keep out Actum t>y 
of the way the other shall keep Iter course and speed and the latter vessel may Siaml-on 
however take action to avoid collision by her manoeuvre alone, as soon as it Vcsscl- 
becomes apparent to her that the vessel required to keep out of the way is not 
taking appropriate action in compliance with these Rules.

(2) When, from any cause, (he vessel required to keep her course and 
speed finds herself so close that collision cannot be avoided by the action of 
the give-way vessel alone, she shall take such action as will best aid to avoid 
collision.

(3) A power-driven vessel which takes action in a crossing situation in 
. accordance with paragraph (1) of this Rule lo avoid collision with another

power-driven vessel shall-, if the circumstances of the ease admit, not alter 
course to port for a vessel on her own port side.

(4) This rule does not relieve the give-way vcsscl of her obligation to 
keep out of the way.

17.— (1 ) Except where Rules 8, 9 and 12 otherwise require- Responsibili
ties between

(a )  a  power-driven vessel underway shall keep oul of (he way of- vessels.

(/) a vessel not under command;
( i i )  a vcsscl restricted in her ability to manoeuvre;
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( i i i )  a vesse l engaged  in fish in g  ;
(iV) a sa iling  v e s s e l ;

( b )  a sailing v esse l underw ay sh a ll k eep  ou t o f  the w ay o f—  
(0  a vesse l not under com m an d  ;
(it) a v esse l restricted in her a b ility  to m a n o eu v re  ;
(i:«) a v esse l en gaged  in f ish in g  ;

(c) a vessel engaged  in fish in g  w h en  u n d erw a y  sh a ll, so  far as possible 
keep out o f  the w a y -

(i) a vessel not under co m m a n d  ;
(ti) a vessel restricted in her a b ility  to m an oeu vre .

(2) Any vesse l other than a v e s s e l not u n d er com m an d  or a vessel 
restricted in her ability to m an oeu vre sh a ll, i f  th e c ircu m stan ces o f  the case
admit, avoid im peding the sa le  p a ssa g e  o f  a v e s s e l constra ined  by her draught, 
exhibiting the signals in ru le  27.

(3) A vessel constrained by her draught sh a ll n av iga te  with particular 
caution having full regard to her sp ec ia l c o n d it io n .

(4) A scaplane on the water sh a ll, in g en era l, k eep  w e ll clear o f  all vessels 
and avoid im peding their navigation . In c ircu m sta n ces , h ow ever, where risk of 
collision  exists, she shall co m p ly  w ith  th e R u les  o f  th is Part.

(5) A  W IG cra ft-
fa) shall, w hen taking o ff , la n d in g  and in  f l ig h t  near the surface, keep 

w ell, clear o f  all other v e ss e ls  and a v o id  im p e d in g  their n a v iga tion ;
(b) operating on the w ater su rfa ce  sh a ll c o m p ly  w ith  the Rules of this 

Part as a pow er-driven v e sse l.
C — C o n d u c t  o f  V e s s e ls  i n  R e s t r i c t e d  V i s i b i l i t y

18.— (1) T his R ule ap p lies to  v e s s e ls  n o t in  s ig h t o f  on e another when 
navigating in or near an area o f  restricted  v is ib ility .

(2) Every v esse l shull p roceed  at a s a le  sp e e d  adupted to the prevailing 
circum stances and con d ition s o f  restricted  v is ib ility . A  pow er-driven vessel 
shall have her en gin es ready for im m ed ia te  m a n o eu v re .

(3) Every v esse l shall h a v e  d u e regard to  the p rev a ilin g  circumstances 
and conditions o f  restricted v is ib ility  w h en  c o m p ly in g  w ith  the rules o f this 
Part.

(4) A vessel w h ich  d etects  b y  radar a lo n e  the p resen ce  o f  another vessel 
shall determ ine i f  a c lose-q u arters s itu a tio n  is d e v e lo p in g  or risk o f  collision 
exists. If so , she shall take a v o id in g  a c tio n  in a m p le  lim e , provided that when
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such action consists of an alteration of course, so far as possible the following 
shall be  avoided—

(a) an alteration of course to port for a vessel forward of the beam, 
o ther than for a vessel being overtaken;

(b) an alteration of course towards a vessel abeam or abaft the beam.

(5) Except where it has been determined that a risk of collision docs not 
ex ist, every vessel which hears apparently forward of her beam the fog signal 
o f  another vessel, or which cannot avoid a close-quarters situation with another 
vessel forward of her beam, hall reduce her speed to the minimum at which 
she can be kept on her course. She shall if necessary lake all her way off and 
i n any event navigate with extreme caution until danger of collision is over.

Part 111— L ights and S iia h -s

19. — (1) Rules in this Part shall be complied with in all weathers.

(2) The Rules concerning lights shall be complied with from sunset u» 
sunrise , and hiring such times no other lights shall be exhibited, except stu b 
lights as cannot be mistaken for the lights specified in these Pules or do not 
im pair their visibility or distinctive character, or interfere with the keeping of a 
p roper look-out.

(3) The lights prescribed by these Rules shall, if carried, also be exhibited 
from  sunrise to sunset in restricted visibility and may he exhibited in all other 
c ircum stances when it is deemed necessary.

(4) The Rules concerning shapes shall be complied with by day.

(5) The lights and shapes specified in these Rules shall comply with the 
p rov isions o f First Schedule to these Rules.

20. The lights prescribed in these Rules shall have intensity as specified 
in paragraph 8 of the First Schedule to these Rules so as to be visible at the 
follow ing minimum ranges;

(<t) in vessels of 50 metres or more in length: a masthead light, 6 miles; a 
s ideligh t, 3 miles; a slernlighl, 3 miles; a lowing light, 3 miles; a white, red, 
g reen  o r yellow all-around light, 3 miles;

(b) in vessels of 12 metres or more in length but less than 50 metres in 
length: a masthead light, 5 miles; except that where the length of the vessel 
is less than 20 metres, 3 miles; a sidelight. 2 miles; a stcrnlight, 2 miles; a 

•towing light, 2 miles; a white, red, green or yellow all-around light, 2 miles;

(c) in vessels of less than 12 metres in length; a masthead light, 2 miles; 
a sidelight, I miles; a stcrnlight, 2 miles; a towing light, 2 miles; a white, red, 
green or yellow  all-around light, 2 miles;

Application.

Visibility of 
Lights.
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( d)in inconsp icuous, p a rtly  su b m e rg e d  v e s se ls  o r  ob jec ts  being towed: 
a w hite a ll-round light, 3 m iles.

21.— (1) A pow er-d riven  v e sse l u n d e rw a y  sh a ll e x h ib it—

(а) a m asthead  ligh t fo rw ard  ;

( b ) a second  m asthead  lig h t a b a ft o f  a n d  h ig h e r  th an  the forward one; 

excep t that a vessel o f  less than  5 0  m e tre s  in  le n g th  sh a ll no t be obliged to 
exh ib it such ligh t bu t m ay do  so  ;

(c) s id e lig h ts ;

{d) a sternlight.

(2) An air-cushion  vessel w hen  o p e ra tin g  in th e  non-d isp laccm cn t mode 
shall, in addition to the lights p resc rib ed  in  p a ra g ra p h  (1) o f  this rule, exhibit an 
all-around flashing yellow  light.

(3) A W IG  craft on ly  w h en  tak in g  o ff, la n d in g  an d  in flight near the 
surface shall, in addition  to the lig h ts  p re s c r ib e d  in  p a ra g ra p h  (1) of this rule, 
exhibit a high intensity  a ll-around  f la sh in g  red  lig h t.

(4) A pow er-driven  vessel o f  less  th an  12 m e tre s  in leng th  may in lieu of 
the lights prescribed  in p a rag rap h  (1 ) o f  th is  ru le  e x h ib it  an all-round white 
light and sidelights.

(5) A pow er-driven vessel o f  less  than  7 m e tre s  in leng th  w hose maximum 
speed does not exceed 7 kno ts m ay in lieu  o f  th e  lig h ts  p resc rib ed  in paragraph
(1) o f this rule exh ib it an a ll-ro u n d  w h ite  l ig h t a n d  sh a ll, if  practicable, also 
exhibit sidelights.

(б) T he m asthead  ligh t o r  a ll- ro u n d  w h ite  l ig h t  o n  a  pow er-driven vessel 
o f  less than 12 m etres in len g th  m a y  b e  d is p la c e d  fro m  the  fore and aft 
centreline o f  the vessel i f  c e n tre lin e  f ittin g  is n o t p ra c tic a b le , provided that the 
sidelights are com b ined  in one  la n te rn  w h ic h  sh a ll b e  c a rr ie d  on the fore and 
aft cen treline  o f  the vessel o r  lo ca ted  as n e a rly  as p ra c tic a b le  in the same fore 
and aft line as the m asthead  lig h t o r  th e  a ll - ro u n d  w h ite  ligh t.

• 22.— (1) A pow er-d riven  v esse l w h e n  to w in g  sh a ll e x h ib it—

(a) instead o f  the ligh t p re sc rib e d  in ru le  21(1  )(<•/) o r  (l)(/>), two masthead 
lights in a vertical line . W h en  th e  le n g th  o f  th e  tow , m easu ring  from the 
stern o f the tow ing  vessel to  the  a f te r  e n d  o f  th e  to w  ex ceed s 200 metres, 
th ree such  ligh ts in a vertica l lin e  ;

(b) s id e l ig h ts ;

(c) a  s te rn lig h t ;

( d )a tow ing  ligh t in a  v e rtic a l lin e  a b o v e  th e  s te r n l ig h t ;

(e) w hen the leng th  o f  th e  to w  e x c e e d s  2 0 0  m e tre s , a diam ond shape 
w here  it can  b es t be seen .



(2 ) When a pushing vessel and a vessel being pushed ahead are rigidly 
connected in a composite unit they shall be regarded as a power-driven vessel 
and exhibit the lights prescribed in Rule 23.

(3) A power-driven vessel when pushing ahead or towing alongside, 
except in the case of a composite unit, shall exhibit-

fa ) instead of the light prescribed in rule 21(l)(n), two masthead lights 
forward in a vertical line;

{!>) sidelights;
(c) a stcrnlight.

(4) A power-driven vessel to which paragraph (1) or (3) of this rule 
apply shall also comply with vulc21(l)(6).

(5 ) A vessel or object being towed, other than those mentioned in 
paragraph (7) of this Rule, shall exhibit:

(a) sidelights;
(b) a sternlight;
(c) when the length of the tow exceeds 200 metres, a diamond shape

Where it can best be seen.

(6 ) Provided that any number of vessels being towed or pushed in a 
group shall he lighted as one vessel:

■ (<■/) a vessel being pushed ahead, not being part of a composite unit, shall
exhibit til (lie forward end, sidelights;

(//) a vessel being lowed alongside shall exhibit a stcrnlighl and al die
forward end, sidelights.

(7) An inconspicuous, partly submerged vessel or object,orcombinaiinn 
o f  such vessels or objects being towed, shall exhibit—

(a ) i f  it is less than 25 meters in hreadlli, one nil-round while liglil al or 
near (lie forward end and one al or near (he after end cxcepl dial draeoues 
hood not exhibit a light al or near die forward end;

(b)  i f  it is 25 metres or more in breadth, two additional all-round white 
lights at or near (he extremities of its breadth;

(<:) i f  it exceeds 100 metres in length, additional all-round while lights 
between the lights prescribed in sub-paragraphs (/) and (ii) so that Ihc 
distance between (lie lights shall not exceed 100 metres;

(J )  a diamond shape at or near the aftermost extremity of die last 
.vessel o r  object being lowed and if (lie length of the tow exceeds 200 
metres an additional diamond shape where it ean best be seen and located 
as /h r forward as is practicable.



(8) Where from any sufficient cause It is impracticable for a vessel or 
object being  tow ed  to ex h ib it the  lig h ts  o r  s h a p e s  p re sc r ib e d  in paragraph (5) 
o r (7) o f  th is ru le , all po ssib le  m ea su res  sh a ll b e  ta k e n  to  ligh t the vessel or 
ob ject tow ed or at least to  in d ica te  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  su c h  vessel or objccl.

Sailing 
Vessels 
underway 
and Vessels 
under Oars.

Fishing
Vessels.

(9) W here  from  any  su ff ic ie n t c a u se  it  is  im p ra c tic a b le  for a-vessel not 
norm ally  engaged  in tow ing  o p e ra tio n s  to  d isp la y  the  ligh ts prescribed in 
paragraph (1) o r (3) o f  th is ru le , su ch  v e sse l sh a ll  n o t b e  required  to exhibit 
those lights w hen engaged  in to w in g  a n o th e r  v e s se l in d is tre ss  or otherwise in 
need o f  assistance. All p o ss ib le  m e a su re s  sh a ll be  ta k e n  to  indicate the nature 
of the relationship between the  to w in g  v e sse l a n d  th e  v esse l being lowed as 
authorized by rule 34, in p a rticu la r by i llu m in a tin g  th e  tow linc .

23.— (1) A .sailing vessel u n d e rw a y  sh a ll e x h i b i t :

(a)sid e lig h ts ;

(/;) a stcrn ligh t.

(2) In a sailing vessel o f  less than  2 0  m e tre s  in  len g th  the  lights prescribed 
in paragraph (1) o f  th is ru le  m ay be  c o m b in e d  in  o n e  lan te rn  carried at or near 
the top o f  the m ast w here  it can  b e s t b e  se e n .

(3) A sailing  vessel u n d e rw ay  m ay, in  a d d it io n  to  th e  ligh ts prescribed in 
paragraph (1) o f  th is ru le , e x h ib it a t o r  n e a r  th e  to p  o f  th e  m ast, where they 
can best be seen, tw o all-round  ligh ts  in a  v e rtic a l lin e , th e  upper being red and 
the low er green, bu t these ligh ts  sh a ll n o t  be  e x h ib i te d  in con junction  with the 
com bined lan tern  p erm itted  by p a ra g ra p h  (2 )  o f  th is  ru le .

(4) A sailing  vessel o f  less  th en  7 m e tre s  in  len g th  shall, if practicable, 
exhibit the ligh ts p rescribed  in p a ra g ra p h  (1 ) o r  (2 ) o f  th is  ru le, but she does 
not, she shall have ready  at h an d  an  e le c tr ic  to rc h  o r  lig h te d  lantern showing« 
w hile light w hich shall be e x h ib ited  in su ff ic ie n t  t im e  to  p rev en t collision.

(5) A vessel u n d er o ars  m ay e x h ib it  th e  lig h ts  p re sc r ib e d  in this rule lor 
sailing vessels, bu t if she d o cs  n o t, sh e  sh a ll h a v e  re a d y  at hand  an electric 
torch or lighted lantern show ing a w h ite  ligh t w h ich  shall be exhibited  in sufficient 
tim e to prevent co llision .

(6) A vessel proceeding u nder sail w h en  a lso  b e in g  p ropelled  by machinery 
shall ex h ib it fo rw a rd  w h e re  it c a n  b e s t  b e  s e e n  a c o n ic a l  shape, apex 
dow nw ards.

24 .— (1) A vessel en g a g ed  in f is h in g , w h e th e r  u n d e rw a y  or at anchor, 
shall exh ib it on ly  the ligh ts  and  sh a p e s  p re s c r ib e d  in th is  R ule .

(2) A vessel w hen  en g a g ed  in  tra w lin g , b y  w h ic h  is  m ean t the dragging 
th ro u g h  the  w a te r  o f  a d re d g e  n e t o r  o th e r  a p p a ra tu s  u se d  as a fishing 
appliance, shall e x h ib i t :
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(a) two all-round lights in a vertical line, the upper being green and the 
low er white, or a shape consisting of two cones with their apexes together 
in a vertical line one above the other; a vessel of less than 20 metres in 
length  may instead of this shape exhibit a basket;

(/>) a masthead light abaft of and higher than the all-round green light; a 
vessel o f less than 50 metres in length shall not be obliged to exhibit such a 
ligh t bu t may do so ;

(c) when making way through the water, in addition to the lights prescribed 
in this paragraph, sidelights and a stemlight.

(3) A vessel engaged in fishing, other than trawling, shall exhibit:

(a) two all-round lights in a vertical line, the upper being red and the 
low er white, or a shape consisting of two cones with apexes together in a 
vertical line one above the other; a vessel of less than 20 metres in length 
m ay instead of this shape exhibit a basket;

(b) w hen there is outlying gear extending more than 150 metres 
horizontally from the vessel, an all-round white light ora cone apex upwards 
in the direction of the gea r;

(c) w hen making way through the water, in addition to the lights 
proscribed in this paragraph, sidelights and a stemlight.

(4) A vessel engaged in fishing in close proximity to other vessels may 
exh ib it the additional signals described in the Second Schedule to these Rules.

(5) A vessel when not engaged in fishing shall not exhibit the lights or shapes 
prescribed in this Rule, but only those prescribed Ibra vessel of her length.

25 .— (1) A vessel not under command shall exhibit—

(a) two all-round red lights in a vertical line where they can best be seen;

(b) tw o balls or similar shapes in a vertical line where they can best be 
seen  ;

(c) W hen making way through the water, in addition to the lights, 
p resc ribed  in this paragraph, sidelights and a stemlight.

(2) A vessel restricted in her ability to manoeuvre, except a vessel engaged 
in m ine  clearance operations, shall exhibit—

(a) three all-round lights in a vertical line where they can best be seen 
and  the highest and lowest of these lights shall be red and the middle light 
sh a ll be w h ite ;

(b) three shapes in a vertical line where they can best be seen and the 
h ig h est and lowest of these shapes shall be balls and the middle one a 
d ia m o n d ;

Vessels not 
under
Command or 
Restricted in 
their Ability 
to
Manoeuvre.



(c) when m aking way through the water, a m asthead  ligh t o r  lights, sidelights 
and astem ligh t, in addition to the lights p rescribed  in sub -parag raph  ( a ) ;

(d) w hen at anchor, in add ition  to the  lig h ts  o r  sh a p e s  p re sc r ib e d  in sub- 
paragraphs (a) and ( b), the light, lights o r sh a p e  p re sc r ib e d  in ru le  29.

(3) A pow er-driven  vessel engaged  in to w in g  o p e ra tio n  su ch  as severely  
restric ts the tow ing  vessel and her tow  in  th e ir  a b ility  to  d e v ia te  from  their 
course shall, in addition to the lights o r sh ap es  p re sc r ib e d  in ru le  2 3 (1 ), exhibit
the lights or shapes prescribed in subparagraphs (2 )(a ) and ( ) o f  this rule,

(4) A vessel engaged in dredging o r underw ater o p e ra tio n s , w hen restricted 
in her ability  to  m anoeuvre, shall ex h ib it the  lig h ts  a n d  sh a p e s  p rescribed  in 
parag raph  (2)(a), (/;) and  (c) o f  th is ru le  a n d  sh a ll in  a d d it io n , w hen  an 
obstruction exists, e x h ib it :

(a) tw o all-round  red  lights o r tw o b a lls  in a v e rtic a l lin e  to ind ica te  the 
side on which the obstruction exists,;

(b) tw o all-round green lights o r tw o d iam o n d s in a  vertica l line  to indicate 
: the side  on w hich  an o th er vesse l m ay pass  ;

(c) w hen at anchor, the ligh ts o r sh ap es  p re s c r ib e d  in  th is  paragraph  
instead  o f  the lights o r shape p resc rib ed  in  ru le  28 .

(5) W henever the  s ize  o f  a  vesse l e n g a g ed  in  d iv in g  o p e ra tio n s  m akes it
im practicab le  to  exh ib it all ligh ts and  sh ap es  p re s c r ib e d  in  p a ra g ra p h  (4) o f 
this rule, the fo llow ing  shall b e  ex h ib ited —  . . ,

(a) th ree  a ll-round  ligh ts in a ve rtica l lin e  w h e re  th e y  c a n  best be  seen 
and the h ighest and  low est o f  these  ligh ts  sh a ll be  red  a n d  th e  m id d le  light 
shall be w h i te ;

* » •

(b)  a rig id  rep lica  o f  the In te rn a tio n a l C o d e  f la g  “ A ” not less than  1 
m etre in he igh t and m easures shall be taken  to e n s u re  its a ll- ro u n d  visibility.

(6) A vessel engaged  in m in e -c lea ran ce  o p e ra tio n s  sh a ll in add ition  to 
the lights p rescribed  fo r a pow er-d riv en  vesse l in R u le  21 o r  to  the  ligh ts or 
shape p rescribed  fo r a vessel at an ch o r in R u le  28  as a p p ro p r ia te , exhibit 
three a ll-round  green lights o r th ree  balls. O n e  o f  th e se  lig h ts  o r  sh a p es  shall 
be exh ib ited  near the fo rem ast head  and  o n e  a t e a ch  e n d  o f  the  fore yard. 
T h ese  ligh ts o r shapes ind ica te  that it is d a n g e ro u s  fo r  a n o th e r  vessel to 
approach  w ith in  1,000 m etres o f  the  m in e -c le a ra n c e  v e sse l.

• . ’ * *
(7) V essels o f  less than  12 m etres in  len g th , e x c e p t  th o se  en g ag ed  in 

diving operations, shall not be  required  to exh ib it the  ligh ts  a n d  shapes  prescribed 
in this rule.

(8) T he signals p rescribed  in th is ru le  a re  n o t s ig n a ls  o f  v e sse ls  in d istress 
and  req u irin g  assis tance . S u ch  s igna ls  a re  c o n ta in e d  in  F o u rth  S c h e d u le  to 
th ese  R ules. •



2 6 . A vessel constrained by her draught may, In addition to the lights Vessels 
p re sc rib e d  for power-driven vessels in rule 21, exhibit where they can best be CoU8lra,nC(* 
se en  th ree  all-round red lights in a vertical line, or a cylinder. ^

2 7 ,— (1) A vessel engaged in pilotage duty shall exhibit— Pilot
Vessels.

(a )  at or near the masthead, two all-round lights in a vertical line, the 
u p p e r being  white and the lower red ;

(£>) w hen underway, in addition, sidelights and a stemlight;

(c )  w h e n  at anchor, in addition to the lights prescribed in sub-paragraph (I),
th e  light, lights or shape prescribed in rule 28 for vessels at anchor.

(2) A pilot vessel when not engaged on pilotage duty shall exhibit the 
1 i g h ts  o r sh apes prescribed for a similar vessel of her length.

2 8 .— ( i ) A vessel at anchor shall exhibit where it can best be seen— Anchored
Vessels and

(a) in the fore part, an all-round white light or one ball; vessels

(b) at or near the stern, and at a lower level than the light prescribed in Agriumd- 
paragi aph (1), an all-round white light.

(2 ) A vessel o f less than 50 metres in length may exhibit an all-round 
w h ite  light w here it can best be seen instead of the lights prescribed in 
p a ra g ra p h  ( ! )  o f this Rule.

(3) A vessel at anchor may, and a vessel of 100 metres and more in 
len g th  shall, also use the available working or equivalent lights to illuminate 
h e r  decks.

(4) A vessel aground shall exhibit the lights prescribed in paragraph (! ) 
o r  (2 ) o f  this rule and in addition, where they can best be seen—

(aJ  two all-round red lights in a vertical line;

(b) three balls in a vertical line.

(5) A vessel of less than 7 metres in length, when at anchor, not in or 
n e a r  a narrow  channel, fairway or anchorage, or where other vessels normally 
n av ig a te , shall not be required to exhibit the lights or shape prescribed in 
p a rag rap h s ( i )  and (2) of this rule.

(6) A vessel of less than 12 metres in length, when aground, shall not be 
required to exhibit the lights orsluipcs prescribed in paragraph (4) of this rule.

29. Where it is impracticable for a seaplane or a WIG craft to exhibit 
lights and shapes of the characteristics or in the positions prescribed in the 
Rules o f  this Part she shall exhibit lights and shapes as closely similar m 
characteristics and positions as is possible.

Seaplanes 
(and WIG 
cruft),
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Part IV— Sound and L ight Signals

30. In this Part o f  these R u les—

“whistle” m eans any sound s ig n a llin g  a p p lia n c e  c a p a b le  o f  p roducing  
the p rescribed  blasts and w hich co m p lie s  w ith  the  sp e c if ic a tio n s  in the 
T h ird  Schedule  to these R ules ;

“short blast” m eans a b last o f  ab o u t one  s e c o n d ’s d u ra tio n  ;

^prolonged blast” m eans a b last o f  from  fo u r to s ix  s e c o n d s ’ duration .

31 .— (1) A vessel o f  12 m etres o r m o re  in len g th  sh a ll b e  p ro v id ed  with 
a  w histle  and a bell (a vessel o f  20 m etres o r m o re  in len g th  sh a ll be  provided  
w ith  a bell in addition  to a w histle) and a v esse l o f  100 m e tre s  o r  m ore in 
length shall, in addition, be provided  w ith a gong , th e  to n e  and  so u n d  o f  w hich 
canno t be confused  w ith that o f  the bell. T h e  w h is tle , b e ll an d  g o n g  shall 
com ply w ith the specification in the T h ird  S c h e d u le  to  th e se  R u les . T h e  bell or 
gong or both m ay be rep laced  by o th er e q u ip m e n t h a v in g  th e  sa m e  respec tive  
sound characteristics, provided that m anual so u n d in g  o f  the  p resc rib ed  required 
signals shall alw ays be possib le.

(2) A vessel o f  less than 12 m etres in leng th  sh a ll no t be  o b lig e d  to carry  
the sound signalling  app liances p resc rib ed  in p a ra g ra p h  (1) o f  th is  ru le  but if 
she does not, she shall be  p rov ided  w ith  so m e  o th e r  m e a n s  o f  m ak in g  an 
efficien t sound signal.

32 .— (1) W hen, vesse ls arc. in s ig h t o f  o n e  a n o th e r , a  p o w er-d riv en  
vessel underw ay, w hen m anoeuvring  as au th o rized  o r req u ire d  by  th ese  Rules, 
shall ind icate that m anoeuvre by the fo llo w in g  s ig n a ls  on  h e r  w h is tle  :

{a) one short b last to m ean ‘7  am altering my course to starboard” ;

(b) tw o short b lasts to m ean “I am altering my course to port” ;

(c) th ree short b lasts to m ean “I am operating astern propulsion" :

(2) Any vessel m ay supplem ent the w h istle  s igna ls  p resc rib ed  in paragraph
(1) o f  this ru le by ligh t s ignals, repea ted  as a p p ro p ria te , w h ils t  th e  m an o eu v re  
is be ing  carried  o u t :

(a) these  ligh t signals shall have  the  fo llo w in g  s ig n i f ic a n c e -  

(0 one flash  to m ean *7 am altering my course to starboard’ ; 

(if) tw o flashes to m ean  “I am altering my course\to port” ;

(///) th ree flashes to m ean “I am operating astern ‘propulsion” ;

(b) the du ra tion  o f  each  Hash sh a ll be  a b o u t o n e  s e c o n d , th e  in terval 
be tw een  fla sh es  shall be a b o u t o n e  s e c o n d , a n d  th e  in te rv a l  b e tw een  
successive  signa ls  shall be not less than  ten se c o n d s  ;



(c) the light used for this signal shall, if filled, be an all-round while light, 
v is ib le  at a minimum range of 5 miles, and shall comply with the provisions 
o f  the First Schedule to these Rules.

(3 )  W hen in sight of one another in a narrow channel or fairway:
(а )  a vessel intending to overtake another shall in compliance with Rule 

9(e)(7 ) indicate her intention by the following signals on her whistle-
( 0  tw o prolonged blasts followed by one short blast to mean ‘7 intend 

to overtake you on your starboard side” ; .
07) two prolonged blasts followed by two .short blasts to mean ‘7 

intend to overtake you on your port side

(b) the vessel about to be overtaken when acting in accordance with
R u le  9(c')(/•) shall indicate her agreement by the following signal on her
w h istle—

(/) one prolonged,
( //)  one short,
0’//) one prolonged, and
(iv) one short blast, 

in that order.
(4 )  W hen vessels in sight of one another arc approaching each other and 

fro m  any cause either vessel fails to understand the intentions or actions of 
t h e  other, or is in doubt whether sufficient action is being taken by the other to 
a v o id  c o llis io n , the vessels in doubt shall immediately indicate such doubt by 
g iv in g  at least five short and rapid blasts on the whistle. Such signal may be 
su p p lem en ted  by a light signal of at least five short and rapid flashes.

(5 )  A  vessel nearing a bend or an area of a channel or fairway where 
o th e r  v e sse ls  m ay be obscured by an intervening obstruction shall sound one 
p r o lo n g e d  blast. Such signal shall be answered with a prolonged blast by any 
ap p ro a ch in g  vessel that may be within hearing around the bend or behind the 
in terv en in g  obstruction.

(б) I f  whistles arc fitted on a vessel at a distance apart of more than 100 
m etr e s , o n e  w histle Only shall be used forgiving manoeuvring and warning 
signals.

33. In or near an area of restricted visibility, whether by day or night, Sound
the signals prescribed in this Rule shall be used as follows: Signals in

Restricted
(a ) a power-driven vessel making way through the water shall sound at Visibility, 

intervals o f not more than 2 minutes, one prolonged blast;
(b) a power-driven vessel underway but stopped and making no way



through the water shall sound at intervals o f  not m ore than 2 m inutes tw o  
prolonged blasts in succession  with an interval o f  about 2 seco n d s betw een  
them ;

(c) a vessel not under com m and, a v esse l restricted in her ab ility  to 
m anoeuvre, a vessel constrained by her draught, a sa ilin g  v e sse l, a vesse l 
engaged in fishing and a vessel engaged in tow ing or pushing another vesse l 
shall, instead o f  the signals prescribed in paragraphs (a ) or (b ) o f  this rule, 
sound at intervals o f  not more than 2 m inutes three b lasts in su ccess io n , 
nam ely one prolonged fo llow ed  by tw o short b lasts ;

( d )  a vessel engaged in fish ing, when at anchor,, and a v e sse l restricted  
in her ability to m anoeuvre when carrying out her w ork at anchor, shall 
instead o f  the signals prescribed in paragraph (g ) o f  this R u le sound the 
signal prescribed in paragraph (c) o f  this R ule ;

( e )  a vessel tow ed or if  more than one v esse l is tow ed  the last v e sse l o f  
the tow, if  manned, shall at intervals o f  not m ore than 2 m in u tes sound  four 
blasts in succession , nam ely one prolonged fo llo w e d  by three short b lasts. 
W hen practicable, this signal shall be m ade im m ed ia te ly  after the signal 
m ade by the tow ing v e s s e l ;

( f )  when a pushing vessel and a vessel being pushed ahead are rigidly  
connected in a com posite unit they shall be regarded as a pow er-driven vessel 
and shall give the signals prescribed in paragraphs ( a )  or ( b )  o f  this Rule ;

(g) a v esse l at anchor shall at intervals o f  not m ore than o n e  m inute ring  
the bell rapidly for about S seconds. In a v esse l o f  100 m etres or m ore in 
length the bell shall be sounded in the forepart o f  the v esse l and im m ediately  
after the ringing o f  the bell the gong shall be sounded  rapidly, for about S 
seconds in the after part o f  the vesse l. A v esse l at anchor m ay in addition  
sound three blasts in su ccession , nam ely one short, on e  p ro lon ged  and on e  
short blast, to g ive warning o f  her position and o f  the p o ss ib ility  o f  co llis io n  
to an approaching v e s s e l ;

(/i) a vesse l aground shall g iv e  the bell sign al and i f  required  the gon g  
signal prescribed in paragraph (g) o f  this R u le  and sh a ll, in ad d ition , g iv e  
three separate and distinct strokes on the b ell im m ed ia te ly  b efo re  and after 
the rapid ringing o f  the bell. A v esse l aground m ay in ad d ition  sound  an 
appropriate w histle s ig n a l;

(/) a v esse l o f  12 metres or m ore but le s s  than 2 0  m etres in len gth  shall 
not be ob liged  to g ive  the bell sign a ls prescribed in paragraphs (g ) and (h) 
o f  this Rule. H ow ever, if  she does not, she shall m ake so m e  other e ff ic ien t  
sound signal at intervals o f  not m ore than 2  m inutes ;

( / ) a v esse l o f  less than 12 m etres in length  shall not b e o b lig e d  to g iv e  
the above-m entioned  signals but, i f  sh e  d o cs not, shall m ake so m e  other  
e ffic ien t sound signal at intervals o f  not m ore than 2 m in u tes ;
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(k) a pilot vessel when engaged on pilotage duty may in addition to the 
sig n a ls  prescribed in paragraphs (a), (b) or (/) of this Rule sound an identity 
sign a l consisting of four short blasts,

3 4 . I f  necessary to attract the attention of another vessel any vessel Signals to 

m ay m ake light or sound signals that cannot be mistaken for any signal authorized Auracl 
e lse w h e r e  in these Rules, or may direct the beam of her searchlight in the Allcmion* 
direction , o f  the danger, in such a way as not to embarrass any vessel, Any 
l ig h t  to  itUvuct the attention o f  another vessel shall be such that it cannot be 
m ista k en  fo r  any aid to navigation, For the purpose of this Rule the use of high 
in tensity  intermittent or revolving lights, such as strobe lights; shall be avoided.

3 5 . W hen a vessel is in distress and requires assistance she shall use or iyislrcss
e x h i bit the si gnats described in the Fourth Schedule to these Rules. Signals.

P art V— F xkmptions

3 6 . Any vessel (or class of vessels) provided that she complies with the Uxcmpiions. 
requirem ents o f  the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea,
1 9 6 0 , the keel o f  which is laid or which is at a corresponding stage of 
co n stru ctio n  before the entry into force of these Rules may be exempted from 
c o m p lia n c e  therewith as fo llow s:

(a) the installation of lights with ranges prescribed in Rule 20, until four 
y ea rs after the date o f entry into force of these Rules; '

(b) the installation o f lights with colour specifications as prescribed in 
paragraph 7 o f  the First Schedule to these Rules, until four years after the 
d ate  o f  entry into force o f these R ules;

(c) the repositioning o f lights as a result of conversion from Imperial to 
m etric  units and rounding off measurement figures, permanent exemption;

(cl) the repositioning o f masthead lights on vessels of less than ISO 
m etres in length, resulting from the prescriptions of Section 3(«) of (he 
F irst S ch ed u le  to these Rules, permanent exemption;

(e) the repositioning o f masthead lights on vessels of ISO metres or 
m o re  in length, resulting from the prescriptions of paragraph 3(a) of the 
F irst S ch ed u le  to these Rules, until nine years after the date of entry into 
fo r c e  o f  these Rules ;

( f )  the repositioning of masthead lights resulting from the prescriptions 
o f  paragraph 2(1) of the First Schedule to these Rules, until nine years after 
th e  (lute o f entry into force of these Rules; •

. (/,') the repositioning of sidelights resulting from the prescriptions of 
paragraph 3( 1) o f the First Schedule to these Rules, until nine years after 
the date o f entry into force of these Rules;

(/i) the requirements for sound signal appliances prescribed in the Third
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Interpreta
tion.

Schedule to these R ules, until nine years after the date o f  entry into force  
o f  these R ules ; and

(0  the repositioning o f  all-round lights resulting from  the prescription o f  
paragraph 9 (2 ) o f  the First Schedule to these R u les, perm anent exem p tion .

3 7 . For the purpose o f  these R ules, excep t w here the co n tex t o th erw ise  
requires—

“ a l l  r o u n d  light” m eans a light sh ow in g  an unbroken ligh t o v er  an arc o f  
the horizon o f  36 0  degrees ;

" f l a s h in g  l i g h t ”  m eans a light flash ing at regular in tervals at a frequency  
o f  120 dashes or more per minute ;

" h e i g h t  a b o v e  th e  h u l T  m eans height ab ove the upperm ost con tin u ou s  
deck and this height shall be m easured from  the p osition  v ertica lly  beneath  
the location o f  the l ig h t ;

" l e n g t h ”and " b r e a d t h ”  o f  a vessel m ean her length  overa ll and greatest 
b read th ;

“ m a s t h e a d  l i g h t ”  m eans a w hite ligh t p la ced  o v e r  the fore and aft 
centreline o f  the vessel show ing an unbroken light ov er  an arc o f  the horizon  
o f  225 degrees and so  fixed  as to sh ow  the light from  right ahead to 2 2 .5  
degrees abaft the beam on either sid e o f  the v e sse l ;

" p o w e r - d r i v e n  v e s s e l”  m eans any v esse l p ropelled  by m ach in ery  ;
" r e s t r i c t e d  v is ib i l i t y ”  m eans any condition  in w hich  v is ib ility  is restricted  

by fog, m ist, falling snow, heavy rainstorms, sandstorm s or any other sim ilar  
causes ;

“ s a i l i n g  v e s s e l”  m eans any v esse l under sa il p rov id ed  that p rop ellin g
m achinery, i f  fitted, is not being u s e d ;

“ s e a p la n e ”includes any aircraft d esign ed  to m an oeu vre  on  the w ater ;
" s id e l i g h t s ”  m eans a green light on the starboard s id e  and a red ligh t on 

the port side each show ing an unbroken light o v er  an arc o f  th e h orizon  o f  
112.5 degrees and so  fixed  so  as to sh ow  the ligh t from  right ahead  to 2 2 .5  
degrees abaft the beam  on its respective sid e. In a v e s s e l o f  le s s  than 20  
m etres in length the sidelights may be com b in ed  in o n e  lantern carried on  
the fore and aft centreline o f  the v e s s e l ;

" s t e r n l i g l i t ”  m eans a w hite ligh t'p laced  as nearly as pract ica b le  at the 
stem  sh ow in g  an unbroken light over an arc o f  the h orizon  o f  135  d egrees  
and so  fixed  as to show  the light 6 7 .5  d egrees from  right aft o n  ea ch  s id e  o f  
the v e s s e l ;

" l o w i n g  light" m eans a y e llo w  light h av in g  the su m c ch aracter istics as
the “sternlight” defined in paragraph (c ) o f  th is R u le  ;



“ underway" means that a vessel is not at anchor, or made fast to the 
shove, or aground;

. "vessel" includes every description of water.craft, including non- 
clisplacement craft, [WIG craft] and seaplanes, used or capable of being 
used as a means of transportation on water and vessels shall be deemed to 
be in sight of one another only when one can be observed visually from the 
o th e r ;

“vessel constrained by her draught'' means a power-driven vessel 
which, because of her draught in relation to the available depth [and widlh|
3 of water, is severely restricted in her ability to deviate from the course 
she is following;

“vessel engaged in fishing" means any vessel fishing with nets, lines, 
traw ls or other fishing apparatus which restrict manocuvcrability, but does 
not include a vessel fishing with trolling lines or other fishing apparatus 
which do not restrict maneuverability;

“vessel not under command' means a vessel tv! ch through some 
exceptional circumstances is unable to manoeuvre as required by these 
Rules and is therefore unable to keep out of the way of another vessel;

“vessel restricted in her ability to manoeuvre means a vessel which 
. from  the nature of her work is restricted in her ability to manoeuvre as 
required by these Rules and is therefore unable to keep out of the way of 
another v esse l;

“vessels restricted in their ability to manoeuvre" shall include but not 
he limited to a vessel engaged in

fer) laying, servicing or picking up a navigation mark, submarine cable 
or pipeline;

(/;) dredging, surveying or underwater operations;

(c) replenishment or transferring persons, provisions or cargo while 
underway ;

(el) the launching or recovery of aircraft;

(c) mine clearance operations;

(J ) a (owing operation such as renders her unable to deviate from 
her course ;

“ W i/tg - l/i-G ro u n d  (W IG ) craft" means a multimodal craft which, in its 
m ain operational mode, flics in close proximity to the surface by utilizing 
surface-effect action.

38. These Rules may be cited as Merchant Shipping (Collision) Rules citation.



S C H E D U L E S
FIRST SC H E D U L E  s e c t io n s  19(5), 20 ,

32(2)(c), 35 
3 6 (6 ) ( c ) ( c ) ( / ) (g )

P o s i t i o n i n g  a n d  T e c h n i c a l  D e t a i l s  o f  L i g h t s  a n d  S h a p e s

A . — V e r t i c a l  P o s i t i o n i n g  a n d  S p a c i n g  o f  L i g h t s

1.— (1) On a pow er-driven Vessel o f  2 0  m etres or m ore in length the 
masthead lights shall be placed ns fo llow s:

(a ) the forward masthead light, or if  o n ly  on e m asthead  ligh t is carried, 
then that light, at a height above the hull o f  not less  than 6 m etres, and, if  the 
breadth o f  the vesse l exceed s 6 m etres, then at a h e ig h t a b o v e  the hull not 
less than such breadth, so how ever that the ligh t n eed  not b e p laced  at a 
greater height above the hull than 12 m etres ;

( b )  when tw o m asthead lights are carried the after o n e  sh a ll be at least 
4.5 metres vertically higher than the forward one.

(2) T he vertical separation o f  m asthead ligh ts o f  p o w er-d r iv en  v esse ls  
shall be such that in all normal conditions o f  trim the after ligh t w ill be seen

the stem  when view ed from sea level.
(3) T he masthead light o f  a pow er-driven v e sse l o f  12 m etres but less  

than 20  metres in length shall be placed at a h eigh t a b o v e  the g u n w a le  o f  not 
less than 2.5 metres.

(4) A power-driven vessel o f  less than 12 m etres in len gth  m ay carry the 
upperm ost light at a height o f  less than 2 .S  m etres a b o v e  the g u n w a le . W hen  
a masthead light is carried in addition to sid e lig h ts and a stern ligh t, or the a ll
round light prescribed in Rule 2 1 (4 ) is carried in add ition  to s id e lig h ts , then  
such m asthead light or all-round light shall be carried at lea st 1 m etre h igher  
than the sidelights.

(5 ) O ne o f  the tw o or three m asthead ligh ts p rescribed  for a pow er- 
driven vessel when engaged in tow ing or pushing another v esse l shall b e placed  
in the sam e position  as either the forward m asthead ligh t or the after m asthead  
light; provided that, i f  carried on  the afterm ast, the lo w e st  a fter m asthead  light 
shall be at least 4 .S  metres vertically higher than the forw ard  m asth ead  light.

(6 )(a ) T he m asthead light or lights prescribed in R u le  2 1 (1 )  sh all be so  
placed  as to be above and clear o f  all other ligh ts and o b stru ctio n s e x c e p t as 
described  in paragraph ( b).



( b)  W h en  it is impracticable to carry the all-round lights prescribed by 
R u le  2 5 ( 2 ) ( a )  or Rule 26 below the masthead lights, they may be carried 
a b o v e  the  after masthead lights) or vertically in between the forward masthead 
l i g h t s )  an d  after masthead light(s), provided that in the latter case the 
r e q u ire m e n t o f  paragraph 3(c) of this Schedule shall be complied with.

(7 )  T h e  sidelights of a power-driven vessel shall be placed at a height 
a b o v e  th e  hu ll not greater than three quarters of that of the forward masthead 
l ig h t .  T h e y  shall not be so low as to be interfered with by deck lights.

(8 )  T h e  sidelights, if in a combined lantern and carried on a power- 
d r iv e n  v e s s e l  o f  less than 20 metres in length; shall be placed not less than 1 
m e tr e  b e lo w  the masthead light.

(a )  W hen  the Rules prescribe two or three lights to be carried in a 
v e r tic a l lin e , they shall be spaced as follows;

(b )  on  a vessel o f 20 metres in length or more such lights shall he 
s p a c e d  not less than 2 metres apart, and the lowest of these lights shall, 
e x c e p t  w h ere  a towing light is required be placed at a height of not less 
th a n  4  m etres above the h u ll;

(c) on  a v esse l o f less than 20 metres in length such lights shall he 
s p a c e d  n o  less  than 1 metre apart and the lowest of these lights shall, 
e x c e p t  w h ere  a towing light is required, be placed at a height of not less 
th a n  2  m etres above the hull gunwale;

{(I) w h en  three lights arc carried they shall be equally spaced.

(9 )  T h e  low er o f  the two all-around lights prescribed for a vessel when 
e n g a g e d  in  fish in g  shall be at a height above the sidelights not less than twice 
th e  d is ta n c e  betw een  the two vertical lights.

( 10 )  T h e  forward anchor light prescribed in Rule 28(1 )(n), when two
a re  c a r r ie d , sh a ll not be less than 4.5 metres above the after one. On a vessel 
o f  S O  m etres  or m ore in. length this forward anchor light shall be placed at a 
h e ig h t  o f  n o t less  than 6 metres above the hull. *

B.— Horizontal Positioning and Spacing of lights

2 .— (1 )  W hen two masthead lights arc prescribed for a power-driven 
v e s s e l ,  th e  horizontal distance between them shall not be less than one half of 
th e  le n g th  o f  the vesse l but need not be more than 100 metres. The forward 
l ig h t  sh a ll  b e  p laced  not more than one quarter of the length of the vessel from 
th e  s te m .

(2 )  O n a pow er-driven vessel of 20 metres or more in length the sidelights . 
s h a l l  n o t be  p la ced  in front o f  the forward masthead lights. They shall he 
p la c e d  at o r  near the side o f  (he vessel.
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(3) When the lights prescribed in Rule 25(2 ) { a )  or Rule 26  are placed vertically 
between the forward masthead lights and the after masthead lights these all-round 
lights shall be placed at a horizontal distance o f  not less than 2 metres from the 
fore and after centre line o f the vessel in the athwartship direction.

C . — D e t a i l s  o f  L o c a t i o n  o f  D i r e c t i o n - I n d i c a t i n g  L i g h t s  f o r  F i s h i n g  

V e s s e ls , D r e d g e s  a n d  V e s s e ls  E n g a g e d  in  { U n d e r w a t e r  O p e r a t i o n s ) .

3.— (1) T he light indicating the d irection .of the o u tly in g  gear from a 
vesse l engaged in fish ing as prescribed in R ule 2 4 (3 ) { b )  shall be placed at a 
horizontal d istance o f  not less than 2 metres and not m ore than 6 m etres away  
from the two all-round red and w hite lights. T h is ligh t shall be p laced  not 
higher than the all-round w hite light prescribed in R ule 2 4 (3 ) { a )  and not low er  
than the sidelights.

(2) The lights and shapes on a vesse l en gaged  in d red g in g  or underw ater  
operations to indicate the obstructed side and/or the s id e  on w h ich  it is sa fe  to 
pass, as prescribed in Rule 25(4)(<v) and (/;), shall be p laced  at the m axim um  
practical horizontal distance, but in no case  less than 2  m etres, from  the lights 
or shapes prescribed in R u le25(2)(r/) and { h )  and in no c a se  shall the upper o f  
these lights or shapes be at a greater height than the lo w er  o f  three ligh ts or 
shapes prescribed in Rule 2 5 (2 )(<y) and (/;).

D . — S c r e e n s  o f  S i d e l i g h t s

4. The sidelights o f  vesse ls  o f  20  m etres or m ore in length  shall be fitted  
with inboard screens painted m alt black, and m eetin g  the requirem ents o f  
paragraph 9 o f  this Schedule. On v esse ls  o f  less  than 2 0  m etres in length the 
sid eligh ts, i f  necessary  to m eet the req u irem ents o f  paragraph 9 o f  this 
Schedule, shall be fitted with inboard matt black screen s. W ith a com b in ed  
lantern, using a sin g le  vertical filam ent and a very narrow  d iv is io n  betw een  
the green and red sections, external screens need not be fitted .

E . — S h a p e s

5 . — (1) Shapes shall be black and o f  the fo llo w in g  s iz e s  :
{ a )  a ball shall have a diam eter o f  not le s s  than 0 .6  m etre ;
( b )  a cone shall have a base d iam eter o f  not le ss  than 0 .6  m etre and a 

height equal to its d ia m eter ;
(c) a cylinder shall have a diam eter o f  at least 0 .6  m etre and a height o f  

tw ice its d ia m eter ;
( d )  a diam ond shape shall con sist of tw o co n e s  as d e fin ed  in (//') above  

having a common base,

(2) T he vertical d istance betw een  sh ap es shall be at least 1.5 m etre.
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(3) In a vessel of less than 20 metres in length shapes of lesser dimensions 
b u t commensurate with the size of the vessel may be used and the distance 
ap art may be correspondingly reduced.

F.— C o lo u r Specification o f Lights

6.— (1) The chromaticity of all navigation lights shall conform to the 
follow ing standards, which tie within the boundaries of the area of the diagram 
sp e d  tied for each colour by the International Commission on Illumination (CHI).

(2) The boundaries of the urea for each colour are given by indicating 
the corner coordinates, which arc as follows:

CO While

.V 0.325 0.525 0.452 3.310

V 0.3X2 0.440 0.440 0.348

H i ) Green

X 0.028 0.009 0.300 0.203

y 0.385 0.723 0.511 0.356

OH) Red

X 0.680 0.660 0.735 0.721

y 0.320 0.320 0.265 0.259

Or) Yellow

X 0.612 0.618 0.575 0.575

V 0.382 0.382 0.425 0.406

G—Intensity of Lights

0.2X3

0.44.1

0.3X2

7.— (1) The minimum luminous intensity of lights shall be calculated by 
u sing  (he form ula:

I = 3.43 X 106 XTXD2 XK-D

w here I is luminous intensity in candelas under service conditions,

T  is threshold /'actor 2x J 0-7 lux,

D is range o f visibility (luminous range) of the light in nautical miles.

K is atmospheric transmissivity. Ivr prescribed lights the value of K 
shall be 0.8, corresponding to a meteorological visibility of approximately 13 
nautical miles.

(2) A selection o f figures derived front the formerly is given in llw 
follow ing tabic:



R a n g e  o f  v is ib il ity  ;  (lu m in o u s  ra n g e )  
o f  lig h ts  in  n a u t ic a l  

m iles  D

L u m in o u s  in te n s ity  o f  
l ig h t  in  c a n d e la s  f o r  

K = O .S J

1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. .. 0 .9
9  4  3

3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12
4  I I I I  I I  I I  I I  I I  I I  I I  I I  I I  27
5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  27
6  9 4

Note : This s h a l l  n o t  b e  a c h i e v e d  b y  a v a r i a b l e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  lu m in o u s  

in t e n s i t y .

H — H o r i z o n t a l  S e c t o r s

8.— (1)(<7) In the forward direction, s id e lig h ts as fitted  on the vessel 
shall show  the m inim um  required intensities. T he in ten sities  m ust decrease  
to reach practical cu t-o ff betw een  1 d egree  and 3 d e g rees  o u ts id e  the 
prescribed sectors.

( b )  For sternlights and m asthead lights and at 2 2 .5  d eg rees  abaft the 
beam for sidelights, the m inim um  required in ten sities  sh a ll be m aintained  
over the arc o f  the horizon up to 5 d egrees w ith in  the lim its  o f  the sectors  
prescribed under the interpretation o f  “m asthead lig h t” in R u le  37 . From 5 
degrees within the prescribed sectors the in tensity  m ay d ecrea se  by 5 0 p e r  

c e n t  up to the prescribed lim its; it shall d ecrease s tea d ily  to reach practical 
cu t-o ff at not more than 5 degrees outside the prescribed  sectors.

(?) All round lights shall he so located as not to bo o b scu ted  by m asts,
to p m a s ts  n r  s tru c tu re s  w i t h in  a n g u la r  s e c to rs  o t m o r e  th a n  0  d e g r e e s ,  e x c e p t  

anchor lig h ts prescrib ed  in R u le  2 8 , w h ic h  n eed  n ot be p la c e d  at an 
im practicable height above the hull.

/ — V e r t i c a l  S e c t o r s

9 .— (1) T he vertical sectors o f  electric lights as fitted , w ith  the excep tion  
o f  lights on sailing vesse ls  underway shall ensure th a t :

( a )  at least the required m inim um  intensity  is m ain ta in ed  at all an g les  
from 5 degrees above to 5 degrees b elow  the h o r iz o n ta l;

( b )  at least 60  per cent o f  the required m in im u m  in ten sity  is m aintained  
from 7.5  degrees above to 7 .5  degrees b e lo w  the h orizon ta l.

(2) In the case o f  sailing vesse ls  underw ay the vertica l secto rs  o f  electric  
lights as fitted shall ensure th a t:



(a )  at least the required minimum intensity is maintained at all angles 
fro m  5 degrees above to 5 degrees below the horizontal;

(b) at least’ 50 percent of the required minimum intensity is maintained 
fro m  2 5  degrees above to 25 degrees below the horizontal.

(3 )  In the case of lights other than electric these specifications shall be 
m e t as c lo se ly  as possible.

J— /iitowiijii of Oii'Etect/ic Lights

10. N on-electric lights shall so far as practicable comply with the minimum 
in te n s itie s ;  as specified in the Table given in paragraph 8 of this Schedule.

K—Manoeuvring Ugh I

11. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 2(f) of this Schedule 
th e  m anoeuvring  light described in Rule 34(2) shall be placed in the same lore 
and  after vertical plane as the masthead light or lights and, where practicable, 
at a m in im um  height o f 2 metres vertically above the forward masthead light, 
p r o v id e d  that it shall be carried not less than 2 metres vertically above or 
b e lo w  the after masthead light. On a vessel where only one masthead light is 
ca rried  the m anoeuvring light, if fitted, shall be carried where it can best be 
s e e n , not less than 2 metres vertically apart from the masthead light.

L—High-Speed Craft

12 . — (1) The masthead light of high-speed craft may be placed at a 
h eig h t related to the breadth o f the craft lower than that prescribed in paragraph 
2 (</)(/) o f  (his Schedule, provided that the base angle of (he isosceles triangles 
fo rm ed  by the sidelights and masthead light, when seen in end elevation, is not 
le s s  than 27°.

(2 )  On high-speed craft o f  50 metres or more in length, the vertical 
sep a ra tio n  between foremast and mainmast light of 4.5 metres required by 
paragraph 2(a)(ti) o f  this Schedule may be modified provided that such distance 
shall not be less than the value determined by (he following formula:

y = 2 
/(XX)

C 17 a 

+) (Y

where : y  is the height of the mainmast light above the foremast light in metres;

a  is the height o f the foremast light above the water surface in service 
condition in metres;
Y  is the trim in service condition in degrees;

C  is the horizontal separation of masthead lights in metres.



T h e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  l i g h t s  a n d  s h a p e s  a n d  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  l i g h t s  

o n  b o a r d  t h e  v e s s e l  s h a l l  b e  t o  th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a u t h o r i t y  

o f  th e  S t a t e  w h o s e  f l a g  th e  v e s s e l  is  e n t i t l e d  t o  f ly .
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SE C O N D  SCHEDULE sections 24(4)

and 36(h)
A D D I T I O N A L  S I G N A L S  F O R  F IS H IN G  V E S S E L S  FISH ING 

IN  C L O S E  P R O X IM IT Y
A.—General

‘ 1 T h e  lights mentioned herein shall, if exhibited in-pursuance of Rule 
2 4 ( 4 ) ,  b e  p la c e d  w h e re  they can best be seen. They shall be at least 0.9 metre 
apart but at a low er level than lights prescribed in Rule 24(2)(<i) and (3)(n). 
T h e  li gifts shall b e  visible all-around the horizon at a distance of at least 1 mile 
b u t at a  lesser  distance than the lights prescribed by these Rules for fishing 
v e s s e l s .

D .— S ig n a ls  f o r  Traw lers

2 .— (1 ) V essels when engaged in trawling, whether using demersal or 
p e la g ic  gear, may ex h ib it:

(a ) w hen shooting their nets: two white lights in a vertical line;
(/;) w hen hauling their nets: one white light over one red light in a vertical 

l i n e ;
(c) w hen  the net has come fast upon an obstruction: two red lights in a 

vertica l line.

(2 )  Each vessel engaged in pair trawling may exhibit:

(a ) by night, a searchlight directed forward and in the direction of the 
o th e r  v e sse l o f  the p a ir ;

(/;) w hen shooting or hauling their nets or when (heir nets have come 
Ins! upon an obstruction, (he lights prescribed in 2(a) above.

C — S ig n a ls  f o r  Purse Seiners

3 . V esse ls  engaged in fishing with purse seine gear may exhibit (wo 
y e l lo w  ligh ts in a vertical line. These lights shall Hash alternately every second 
a n d  w ith  equal light and occupation duration. These lights may be exhibited 
o n ly  w h en  the vessel is hampered by its fishing gear.



T EC H N IC A L  DETAILS OF S O U N D  S IG N A L  A P P L IA N C E S
A . — W h i s t le s

1.— (1) F r e q u e n c ie s  a n d  r a n g e  o f  a u d i b i l i t y  :
( a )  the fundam ental frequency o f  the signal shall lie  w ith in  the range 70-  

700  H z ;
(.b) the range o f  audibility o f the signal from a whistle shall be determined 

by those frequencies, w hich may include the fundam ental and/or on e or 
■more higher frequencies, w hich lie w ithin the range 1 8 0 -7 0 0 H z  (±1% ) for 
a vesse l o f  20  metres or more in length, or 1 8 0 -2 1 0 0 H z  (± 1% ) for a v esse l 
o f  less than 20  metres in length and w hich  p rovid e the sou n d  pressure  
levels specified  in paragraph 1 (c) below . ■

(2) L i m i t s  o f  f u n d a m e n t a l  f r e q u e n c i e s  : To en su re a w id e  variety  o f  
whistle characteristics, the fundamental frequency o f  a w h istle  shall be betw een  
the follow ing lim its :

(a) 7 0 -2 0 0  Hz. for a v esse l 2 0 0  m etres or m ore in len gth  ;
( b ) 130-350  Hz. for a vesse l 75 m etres but le ss  than 2 0 0  m etres in 

len g th ;
(c) 2 5 0 -7 0 0  Hz. for a vessel less than 75  m etres in length .
(3) S o u n d  s i g n a l  in t e n s i t y  a n d  r a n g e  o f  a u d i b i l i t y  :
(a) a w histle fitted in a vesse l shall provide, in the d irection  o f  m axim um  

intensity o f  the w histle and at a d istance o f  1 m etre from  it, a sound  pressure  
level in at least one l/3rd -octave band w ith in  the range o f  freq u en c ies  180- 
7 00  Hz (±1% ) for a vessel o f  2 0  m etres or m ore in len gth , or 1 8 0 -2 100H z  
(±1% ) for a vessel o f  less than 20  metres in len gth , o f  not le ss  than the 
appropriate figure g iven  in the table b e lo w  :

THIRD SCH ED U LE s e c t io n s  30 a n d  31(1)

L e n g th  o f  v e s s e l 
m e tre s

l/3 rd -o c tc iv e b a n d  le v e l  a t  
m e tr e  in  d D  r e f e r r e d  t o 2 X

lO -'N /m

A u d i b i l i t y  r a n g e  
C  in  n a u t ic a l  

m ile s

2 0 0  or m ore ' 143 2 .0
75 but le ss  than 2 0 0 138 1.5
2 0  but le ss  than 75 130 1.0
L ess than 20 1 2 0 [* ' ..1 1 5 * 2.. 111*3] 0 .5

W hen the m easured frequencies lie  w ith in  the range 1 8 0 -4 5 0 H z  
*2 W hen the m easured frequencies lie  w ithin  the range 4 5 0 -8 0 0 H z  
* 3 W hen the m easure frequencies lie  w ith in  the range 8 0 0 - 2 1 0 0 H z



(b) the range of audibility in the tabic above is for information and is 
approxim ately  the range at which a whistle may be heard on its forward 
a x is  w ith  9 0  per cent probability in conditions of still air on board a vessel 
h a v in g  average bacKilogramsround noise level at the listening posts (taken 
to  b e  68  clB in the octave band centered' on 25D Hz and 63 dB in the octave 
b an d  centered on 500 H z ) ;

(e )  in practice the range at which a whistle may be heard is extremely 
variab le  and depends critically on weather conditions; the values given can 
b e  regarded as typical but under conditions of strong wind or high ambient 
n o is e  lev e l at the listening post the range may be much reduced,

(.4) Directional properties; The sound pressure level—

(а )  o f  a directional whistle shall be not more than 4 dB below the 
‘ prescribed  sound pressure level on the axis at any direction in the horizontal
p la n e  w ith in  +45 degrees of the axis.

(h) at any other direction in the horizontal plant shall be not more than 
10 d B  b elow  the prescribed the sound pressure level on the axis, so that the 
ra n g e  in any direction will be at least half the range on the forward axis.

(c )  shall be measured in that l/3rd-octanc band which determines the 
a u d ib ility  range.

(5 )  Positioning of whistles :
(a) when a directional whistle is to be used as the only whistle on a vessel, 

i t shall be installed with its maximum intensity directed straight ahead;
(/;) a w h istle  shall be placed as high as practicable on a vessel, in order 

to  red u ce  interception o f the emitted sound by obstructions and also to 
m in im iz e  hearing damage risk to personnel.

( r )  the sound pressure level o f the vessel’s own signal at listening posts 
sh a ll not ex ceed  I lOdb (A) and so far as practicable should not exceed 100 
(IB (A ).

(б )  Fitting o f more than one whistle: If whistles arc fitted at a distance 
apart o f  m ore than 100 metres, it shall be so arranged that they arc not souiulcd 
sim u lta n eo u sly .

(7 )  Combined whistle systems :

(a ) it' due to the presence of obstructions the sound field of a single 
whistle or o f one o f  the whistles referred to in sub-paragraph (6) ol this 
paragraph  is likely  to have a zone of greatly reduced signal level it is 
recommended lluil a combined whistle system he lilted so as to overcome 
(Ius reduction;

(l>) for the purposes of the rules a combined whistle system is to he 
repealed us a single whistle;



(c) the whistles o f  a combined system  shall be located  at a d istance apart 
or not more than 100 metres and arranged to be sounded sim ultaneously.

( d )  the frequency o f  any one w histle  shall d iffer  from  th ose o f  the 
others by at least 10Hz.

B . — B e l l  o r  G o n g

2 .— (1) I n t e n s i t y  o f  s i g n a l  : A bell or g on g , or other d e v ic e  having  
sim ilar sound characteristics shall produce a sound pressure lev e l o f  not less  
than 110 db at a distance o f  1 metre from it.

(2) C o n s t r u c t io n  :
( a )  bells and gongs shall be m ade o f  corrosion-resistant m aterial and 

designed  to g ive  a clear tone ;
(/;) the diam eter o f  the mouth o f  the bell shall he not less than 3 0 0  mm  

lor vesse ls o f  20  metres or more in length and shall he not less  than 2 0 0  mm  
for v esse ls o f  12 metres or more but o f  less than 2 0  m etres in length  ;

(c) w here practicable, a pow er-driven bell striker is recom m en d ed  to 
ensure constant force but manual operation shall be p o ss ib le  ;

( d )  the m ass o f  the striker shall be not less than 3 p e r  c e n t  o f  the m ass 
o f  the bell.

C . — A p p r o v a l

3. The construction o f  sound signal ap p liances, their perform an ce and 
their installation on board the vessel shall be to the satisfaction o f  the appropriate 
authority o f  the Slate w hose Hag the vesse l is en titled  to fly.



secrroa 25(8)FOURTH SCHEDULE
Distress Signals

1. T h e  fo llow in g  signals, used or exhibited either together or separately, 
in d ic a te  d istress and need of assistance:

(a) ‘a gun or other explosive signal fired at intervals of about a minute; 
(/>) a continuous sounding with any fog-signalling apparatus;
(c )  rockets or shells, throwing red stars fired one at a time at short 

in te r v a ls ;
{cl) a signal made by radiotelcgraphy or by any other signalling method 

c o n s is t in g  o f  the g ro u p .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (SOS) in the Morse Code;
(c) a signal sent by radiolclcphony consisting of the spoken word 

“ M a y d a y ” ;
( /“) the International Code Signal of distress indicated by N.C.;
(g )  a signal consisting of a square plug having above or below it a ball or 

a n y th in g  resem bling a b a ll;
(fi) flam es on the vessel (as from a burning tar band, oil barrel, etc.) 
( /)  a rocket parachute flare or a hand flare showing a red light;
(J) a sm o k e signal giving o ff orangc-colorcd smoke;
(k) s lo w ly  and repeatedly raising and lowering arms outstretched to 

e a c h  s i d e ;
( /)  t he radiotelegraph alarm signal;
(///)  the radiotelephone alarm signal;
(n) signals transmitted by emergency position-indicating radio beacons;

' (o) approved signals transmitted by radio communication systems.

2. T h e  use or exhibition o f  any o f the foregoing signals except for the 
p u r p o s e  o f  indicating distress and need of assistance and the use of other 
signals which m ay be confused with any o f the above signals is prohibited.

3 . A tten tion  is drawn to the relevant sections of (he International Code 
o f  Signals, the M erchant Ship Search and Rescue Manual and the following 
signals:

(a )  a piece of orange-colored canvas with either a back square and 
circle o f other appropriate symbol (for identification from the air);

(b )  a d y e  marker.

M a i m  at Abuja this 9th day of March, 2010.

A lhaji I brahim Isa Dio
A / f i n i v i a p  A/" Tr/mcn/iW


