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S.1. 7of 2010

‘ IMI’LIEM ENTATION OF GOVERNMENT WHITE PAPER ON THE
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE ON KWALI
"CHIEFTAINCY IN THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY (FCT), ABUJA

[15th March, 2010]

The Exccutive Committce considercd the memo by the Sccrctary, Area Councils
Scrvices Scerctariat,

2. The Exccutive Commiittee :

(¢) Noted that the Kwali Chicfdom which was the largest of all the cxisting
Chicfdoms in the IFC'I" was before 1997, under the suzcrainty of the Emir of Abuja
{Sulcja).

(b) Notcd that the arca was occupicd by four (4) main cthnic groups with their
different cultural traditions, customs and leadership patterns,

(c) Noted that the Gwari chicaincy institution of “Etsu” had becn in placc fora
fong period in the history of the arca, but had been under the administration of the
District Flcads previously appointed by the Emir of Abuja among whom was Adamu
Sulciman Katsina who was in chargc of the arca from 1963 until his dcath on 10th
September, 2009.

(d) Notcd that traditional chicaincy institutions cxisting in the prescnt I'cderal
Capital 'Ierritory were inhcrited from Niger, Platcau (Nasarawa) and Kwara (Kogi)
States,

“(e) Noted that the inability of the Federal Government to resettlc all the original
inhabitants of thc FCT led to the institutionalization of the traditional rulers from
the federating arca of the Territory. :

)] Noted that in 1997 the traditional administrative institutios in the Federal
Capital ‘ferritory were graded into different classcs by the Administration of Lt
General J. 1. Uscni through “The Chicfs (Appointment and Deposition) Federal
Capital T'erritory Decree (Act) No. 8. .

(g) Noted that onc of'the bencficiarics of the legacy was the former District Head
of Kwali, Adamu Sulciman Katsina who was upgradcd to a 2nd Class Paramount

Ruler of Kwali-Sarkin Kwali on 26th Junc, 1997.
(h) Notcd that the title “Sarkin Kwali” existed side by side with “Etsu Kwali"

cach with its rctinuc of king makers who werc to be invited to sclect a ncw chiclin
the event of the death of any of the two. '

(i) Noted the problems of succession Lo the Kwali chicRaincy thronc at the time
lhe 2nd Class Paramount ruler dicd as outlined in paragraph 9(i)-(v) ol thc memo.

(/) Noted that a Ministcrial Committce was sct up to look into and recommend
mcasurcs aimed at resolving all the problems associated with succession to the
Kwali ChicRaincy thronc.
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(%) Noted that the Committee completed the assignment and submitied a
report with far reaching recommendations which necessitated the setting up ol
a White Paper Dralling Commiittee to advise the Government ol the Federal
Capital Territory.

(/) Noted that the White Paper Drafling Committee had advised Governmen
as appropriate on cach recommendation ol'the Ministerial Committee.

3. The Exceutive Committee considered the recommendations ol the Minisieriil
While Paper Commitiee on a clause by clause basis and approved as lollows :
(o) To resolve the problems associated with succession to the Kwali
Chicltaingy throne towards sustennnce ol peace, equity, harmaony mnd pood
governance as well as respeet for the traditional institution, the: White Paper
Dralting Committee recommended as Tollows :

(1) Recommendation = ‘The provision ol Scction 2 of the Chicfs
(Appointment and Deposition)  (Federal Captital “Ferritory) Act (1997)
should he amended o make appointment of "randitional Rulers to confonm
1o, and in ling with the tradition and customs ol the people.

Government View : Government aceepts the recommendation and - directs
that the entire Act should be amended to accommadate present day realities,

(i) Recommendation : Inline with the observations and recommendition
of the Interim Report of the Committee on the Roles,  Functions ad
Entitlements of - “Traditional Rulers in the  Federal Capital ‘Territory, the
Committee recommends that the Sceond Class statas of Chicl ol Kwali shauld
be made personal to Late Adamu Sulciman Katsina. In other words, the thrane
should not be subjecet to inheritance by the direet male children af the le
Second Class Chicer’,

Government Fiew : Government aceepts the recommendation,

(iif) Recommendations @ In order to ensure recognition (o the Guar
population, a new Chicldom of Uhird Class status shold be ereated for Kwill
which should drive its origin and operation basced on the tradition and custons
ol the Gwari Community in Kwali Town.

Government View : Government aceepts the recommendation,
Jected
et

ot

(iv) Recommendations . The new Chiel ol Kwali should be s¢
through an Electoral College consisting of‘identilicd Ward Ieads in the
Govermment Fiew : Governmenl rejeets the recommendation. Govern™ e

dirccts that the scleetion of the new Chict o Kwali should be in line with '
raditions and customs of the arca. .
. . , . S 1

(v) Recommendations : Given tlie role late Alhaji Adamu Suleiman Kit®

. . . . vl
hid played In the evolution of traditonal administrative structure ol KW
his miaile descendants should be considered for the lollowing :

() the title of Magajin Garin Kwali ; o
P . . . ol 1€
(h) the Magajin Garin Kwali should be inherited by the descendants @
Aduamu Sul¢iman Katsina only ;



(¢) the Magajin Gari should scrve as the Chairman of the King-makers ol the
new Third Class Kwali Chicfdom,
Government View : Government accepts the recommendation.

(vi) Recommendations : The Magajin Gari should be appointed by and
answerable to the Chicf of Kwali.

Government View : Government accepts the recommendation,

(vif) Recommendations : Some of the Chicfs should be considered for up-
orading as follows :

* (&) Chicl ol Pai to Sccond Class Chicf.
(6) Chicf of Ashara, Wako, Kundu and Gomani to Third Class status,

SNo. Laocation Dominant Proposed Justification
lthnic Status
Group
L. Pai I lausa/Fulani Sceond Class | Long Traditional
Administrative
History
2 Kwali - Gwari Yamma Third Class | Peace and
Justice
3 Ashara Ganagana .| ‘Third Class Long Traditional
History
4, Wako Ganagana Third Class | Long Traditional
History
5. Kundu Bassa - Third Class Long Traditional
History
0. Gomani Bassa Third Class " | Pcace, Justice and
- Lithnic Balancing,

(viii) Reommendation: The process of appointment of Chicfs for Communitics
recommended (or up-grading except Kwali should be done in accordance with
the customs and tradition of the people.

-Govermment View : Government aceepts the recommendation but Kwali should
hot be an exception.

(vix) Recommendation : In linc with Justicc Mamman Nasir's report and given
the lact that the Chicfs in the Federal Capital ‘Territory have their traditional and
cthnic backgrounds, the Committee considered the need for them to use

traditional titles unique to their cthnic groups. This will give them a sense of

belonging, scll esteem, identity and pride.

Government View : Government aceepts the recommendation.
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(b) The Committee recommends the following processces of selecting/appointing
ancw Chicfat Kwali :

(1) Recommendation: "I'he appointment of a new Chicfas a result of death,
resignation, removal/deposition, should be concluded within thirty (30) days,

Government View : Government notes the recommendation.

(if) Recommendation : "I'he sclection process should be presided over by
the Scerctary of the Arca Councils Service Seerctariat in strict-compliance
with the I'radition and customs of the community and in accordince with
relevant laws.

Government View : Government rejects the recommendation. 1tis the considered
view ol the Government that the King-maker among, the peer group should preside
over the selection process with the Chairman of the Arca Council concerned in
attendance or his/her representative, bearing m mind the customs and tradition of the
Comnumity. ‘

(i) Recommendation : 'The selection should be witnessed by tlie Divisionl
Police Oficer within the location, representatives of the Departmenf ol Stale
Sceurlty Serviees, the Civil Delenee Corps, the Nigerinn rngs Liw Enfieenien
Agency and Area Council Chairman.

Government View : Government rejeets the recommendation and directs that
only the Chairman of the Area Council or his representative should be presentas an
observer,

(iv) Recommendation : Submit three nominated candidates to the FCT
Traditional Council of Chicls who will advise the Honourable Minister of the
Federal Capital ‘Territory.

Governmend View - Government aceepts the recommendation.

(c) Having examined the recommendations of the Interim Report of the Connmittee
on the Roles, Functions and Entitlements of the “Traditional Rulers in the Federal
Capital Territory, the Committee further recommends that the FCT Administration
should consider :

(i) Recommendation : "The need for developing a standard Code of Conduct
and Order of Precedence for the Traditional Institutions in the Territory asa
matter of necessity and priority. ‘Ihis will bring about ¢ffective handling of
disciplinary matters of the traditional administration system for all categoricsof
tradtional rulers, _

Government Fiew : Government aceepts the recotmmendiition,

(it Recommendation : Clearly redeline the roles of the Fradioil Tnstitution

so that they can justity their continued relevance and be more accountable
CGovernment View : Government aceepts the recommendation,
‘. o . . * il
(iii) Recommendation : The need to enhance their entitlements to pul then
par with their counterparts in other States of the FFederation. :
. ; . . ot lo e
Government View : Government notes the recommendation, subject
tinancial strength of the Arca Councils concerned.



(iv) Recommendation : Abolition of the Ticr of District Icads in the ‘Tradional
administrative sct up in the Federal Capital Territory.

Government View : Government rejects the reccommendation and dirccts the
continued cxistence of the District Heads through whom the subjects relate with
the Chicfs among others.

(v) Recommendation : Delineate the boundaries of traditional jurisdiction for
cach Chicfdom.

Government View : Government accepts the recommendation.
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