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CONSTITUTION O F TH E FED ERA L REPU BLIC  O F N IGERIA 

(SECOND ALTERATION) ACT, 2010  ̂ *

A r r a n g e m e n t  o f  S ec tio n s

S e c t io n : ; : .... .....

1. Alteration of the 1999 Constitution and the Constitution (First
Alteration) Act No.5,2010.

2. Alteration of section 5 of the First Alteration Act.

3. Alteration of section 10 of the First Alteration Act.

4. Alteration of section 11 of the First Alteration Act.

5. Alteration of section 17 of the First Alteration Act.

6. Substitution for section 233 of the Constitution and section 24 of the
First Alteration Act.

7. Substitution for section 25 of the First Alteration Act and section 239
of the Constitution.

8. Substitution for section 246 of the Constitution and section 26 of the
First Alteration Act. - j

1 . . .  \
9. Substitution for section 285 of the Constitution and section 29 of the

First Alteration Act.

10. Substitution for the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution and Sixth
Schedule to the First Alteration, Act.

11. Citation.
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CONSTITUTION O F THEj l^ D E R A L  REPU BLIC OF N IGERIA 
(SECON D1 ALTEBLATION| ACT, 2010

if . • . i : V >  ^ACTy Nol 2 '; |J r̂ * ^ *• ~ - r : ‘ y ]  : j ': -

* V /a (t"*)$>i V*0! 5rtfl‘: toi  Ij'JSf***}'••" ’.<•' v i ' l  t'>A

A n A c t  t o  A M ,ER T H E;^oyisiO N spF,TH EfC oN STiTU TioN  of? t h e  F e d e r a l  . 
R e p u b l ic  o f  N iO E R iA ,,199^ /vN pT H E ;C pN ^rnuT ip^ :p F -j;iE  F e m r a l  R ppu b u c vQf  
N ig eria  ( F ir s t  A lter a tio n )  A c t , 20 10  ; a n d  fo r  R elated  M a tters  a

'  : ; )o i n M m >  f V; « • ' r,: 2010]
E nacted  by the National Assem bly of the Federal Republic of N igeria—

1. The provisions b f  the Constitution of the Federal Republic of N igeria,
1999 (in this A ct referred to as *hhe Constitution”)'and the provisions of the 
Constitution o fth e  Federal R epublic.of Nigeria^(First Alteration) A ct N o.5, 
20 10  (in this A ct referred to as-‘‘the F irst Alteration A ct”) are altered as set 
outin  this Act. L A . ' y y ^ - i v ^  . r  r V  ’ > •* . ..a *

y : A r ; ,'v l l : ; . A . ? ' : ' ;  ■ ■ *

. w i  (?i itiiiijskft ni fsd ol / * r 1 \ •
f T im e  of elec tio n  to  t h e  N a tio n a l  A ssembly

2. Section 5 of the F irst Alteration Act is altered in ’paragraph (b ) by 
substituting for the words “one hundred and fifty d ays and not later than one 
hundred and twenty days before” in  lines 2  and 3, the words “ o n e  h u n d r e d  

a n d  f i f t y  d a y s  and not later than thirty days before”.

.. : i

T ime of- elections to H ouse of A ssembly
v . - . - i T j i  "  v ,'vV* v . * h  ■■ - .

3. Section 10 of the First Alteration Act is altered in paragraph (b) by 
substituting for the words “one hundred and fifty days and not later than one 
hundred and twenty days before”fin  lines- 2 and 3, the words “one hundred 
and fifty days and not later than thirty days before”. ;, i :-

rrr. IjS! 7 57 ti
, E lection of the P resident ; G eneralJ J s-jis,-: o r. • v’" $ *

4. Section 11 ofThe FirsLAlteration Act is{altered in. paragraph (b) by 
substituting the words “one hundred and fifty days and not later-than one 
hundred and twenty days before”, in lines 2 and 3, the words “one hundred
and fifty days and not later than

t'j >;

thirty days before”.

E lection.of Governor
•; ■ d'K!

5. Section 17 of the First’Alteration Act is altered in paragraph (b) by 
substituting the words “one hundred and fifty days and not later than one 
hundred and twenty days before”, in lines 2 and 3, the words “one hundred 
and fifty days and not later than; thirty days before”.

Commence­
ment.

Alteration of 
the 1999 
Constitution 
and the 
Constitution 
(First 
Alteration) 
Act No. 5, 
2010.

Alteration of 
section 5 of 
the; First 
Alteration 
Act.

Alteration of 
section 10 of 
the First 
Alteration 
Act.

Alteration of 
section 11 of 
the First 
Alteration 
Act.

Alteration of 
section 17 of 
the First 
Alteration 
Act.
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Substitution 
for section 
233 of the 
Constitution 
and section 
24 of the 
First
Alteration
Act/.

No. 2 Constitution o f  the Federal R epublic o f  N igeria  (Second A lteration) Act

j> i . A - J ?. }f ’Mv). ‘A-;
a * ,ii- 'f s A ppellate Jurisdiction

6. Section 233 of the Constitution and section 24 of the First Alteration 
Act are substituted for the following new section—

- “(1) The Supreme Court shall have jurisdiction, to the exclusion of any
other court of law in Nigeria,* to hear and determine appeals from the Court of 
Appeal. ;p»0V ,t • -  •• ■ * 0 ; ;

 ̂ (2) An appeal shall lie from the decisions of the Court of Appeal to the
'Supreme; Court .as o f rightin the following casesr-—

; .(a) where the,ground of, appeal involves questions of law alone, 
decisions in ’an^ciyjil.or qriminal proceedings before the Court of Appeal;

. ?y, (b ) decisions in any; civil or criminal proceedings on questions as to the
interpretation or application of this; constitution * < * ' 1

} ! • / •. : .. .

(c) decisions in any civil or criminal proceedings on questions as to 
whether any of the provisions of Chapter IV of this Constitution has been, 
is being or is likely jto be, contravened in relation to any person ;

(d )  decisions in any criminal proceedings in which any person has 
been sentenced, to. death by the Court of Appeal or in which the Court of 
Appeal has affirmed ^ sentence of death imposed by any other court;

(^decisions onany questiori4- ! 1
■; j pi'i' ’.ffh it ' '•* ;

(0  whether any person has been validly elected to the office of 
President or Vice-,President uncjerthis Constitution,

( i f)  whether the term of office of President or Vice-President has
lyji'yiU' •• 'ceased, ' ;i ;(f.JOfj 2. VT O \: ' * • V» ',J • 1 . i •

070 whether the office of President or Vice President has become 
.'vacant: J . "p'v.rOjd :••/* V -v';d; . • .
•; . 0Y)* whether any person has been validly elected to the office of 
: Governor or Deputy Governor under this Constitution,

d f i)whether the term of office of a Govemor or Deputy Governor has 
ceased,.! Jon bhL yi'n i i v n ’..bmufuif? j- ' •• k"- «<:■ -ic

(vi) whether the office of Governor or Deputy Governor has become
.  , '- . in i',.;. ;.,ii v <  :l ■ v- V  ,vacant; and ■ ;

(J) such other cases as may be prescribed by an Act of the National 
Assembly.” >t'

) ru b'rrolh i .

... m u ’* ion b in ' v -vo '
" ■AYH/'f/jrh f,  on*. /  ' V . - i v *  •>
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Constitution o f  the Federal^ Republic o f  Nigeria (Second Alterat ion) Act 2011 No, 2 A 17

------ O r ig in a l  J u risd ic tio n

7^  Secdon 2 5  o f the Firet A lteration A ct and section 23 9  o f the Substitution 
Constitution are substituted for the follow ing new section—  ' 2$ oOhe ”

“(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the Court o f Appeal Altenoten 
shall, to the exclusion o f any other court o f Law  in N igeria, have orig inal Act “ d  
junsdictio n to hear and determine any question as to whether—  of the ‘

( a )  any person has been va lid ly  elected to the office of President or Constitution.
Vice-President under this Constitution ; or * 1 !

( b )  the term o f office o f the President or V ice-President has ceased ; or
r * f . v j ̂ | ,  • . ,  . . . .  ,  - • * • .

(c) the office o f President or V ice-President has become vacant.”

(2) In the hearing m d  determination o f  an election petition under 
paragraph ( a )  o f subsection (1)  of this section, the Court o f Appeal shall be 
duly constituted if  it consists of at least three Justices of the Court o f Appeal.

A p p e a l  fro m  C o d e  o f  C o n d u c t  T r ib u n a l  a n d  o th er  C o u r ts  a n d  T r ib u n a l s

8. Section 26 o f the F irst Alteration A ct and section 246 of the Substitution
Constitution are substituted for the following new section— for section

6 246 of the
“(1) A n  appeal to the Court o f Appeal shall l ie  as of right from—  Constitution

( a )  decisions o f the Code of Conduct Tribunal established in the Fifth ^ o n h e 0"
Schedule to this Constitution First

Alteration
Act.(b) decisions of the National and State Houses of Assembly Election 

Tribunals; and • *;••••
(c) decisions of the Governorship Election Tribunals,on any question as .

to whether— ’ *. » u ./Hit ‘j n* j>> i •.
(0 any person has. been validly elected as a member of the National 

Assembly or of a House of Assembly of a State under this Constitution,
(ii) any person has been validly elected to the office of a Governor or 

•' Deputy Goveriiorior"'-[ •-•h '* / ‘ ttr
v;‘ ■“ r ; l’*r • *'.:o . V.:

(Hi) the term of office of any person has ceased or the seat of any
•: such:person/has beconieVacant:C^^  ̂ V •.

. V ■"t ..••••'. • Xhvfh^SSirKt ih fff  ?
i (2) The National Assembly may confer jurisdiction upon the Court of

court ofAppeal to
law or tribunal established by, the National Assembly.

•v\A V.; tenitfr?’ >t'n h  , jC: :>

• isJi:! (VjU'Wil u 
’j "id] /  ICU31 t)fUi
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A 18 2011 No..2 ..Constitution of-theF e d e ra l R e p u b lic  o f  N ig e r ia  (S e c o n d  A lte ra tio n )  A c t

Substitution 
for Section 
285 of the 
Constitution 
and section 
29 of the 
First
Alteration
Act.

;<os rjif:! ‘ ;»• v; v-. . .

(3) The decisions of the Court of Appeal in respect of appeals arising 
from the National and State Houses of Assembly election petitions shall be 
final”. - «■-

:.V ’ '• ^  '-'rX'h'-A t >’
E stablishment of E lection T ribunals a nd .T ime for D etermination of-.u _  ■ ■ u. •

‘ . * ■ E lection Petitions ....v*i- ■*’ * • 5 .............- l'ri
9. Section 29. of the First Alteration, Act and  ̂ section 285 of the 

Constitution are substituted for the. following new , section —

“ (1) There, shall ̂ e s tab lish ed  for the each State of the Federation and 
the Federal Capital Territory, one or.more election tribunals to be known as 
the National and State Houses of Assembly Election Tribunals which shall, to 
the:exclusion of any'Ciourt or tribunal; have original jurisdiction to hear and 
detennirie petitions as Ito Whether— ^  ' • ' ,x< ;

(a )  an^ 'person' has'been validly elected as a member of the National 
Assembly; I x v i . 1 / . * • : : ■,1; ’ •

(b) any person,;hasibeen ,yalidlyi elected as a member of the House of 
Assembly o f -iHhi' u • v  .

(2) There shall bejestablished in each State of the Federation an election 
tribunal to be known as the Governorship Election Tribunal which shall, to the 
exclusion o f  any Vdourt or tribunal, have original jurisdiction to hear and 
determine petitions as tp whether any person has been validly elected to the 
office o f  Governor, or Deputy1 Go verhofof a State: • v  .

(3) Thp composition of the National and State Houses of Assembly 
Election Tribunal and thie Governorship Election Tribunal, respectively, shall 
be as set out in the Sixth Schedule to this Constitution.

(4) The quorum of an election tribunal established under this section 
shall be the Chairman aiid one other member.

(5 ) An election petition shall be filed within 21 days after the date of the 
declaration of result of the elections ; 1 :

j r  .■ ■ ■]'< *vO i V s - • r"<
(6) An election tribunal shall deliver its judgment in writing within 180 

days from the date of the filing of the petition ;

(7) An appeal from a decision o f ,an election tribunal or Court o f  Appeal ' 
in an election matter shall be.heard and, disposed of within 60 days from the * 
date of the delivery of judgment of the tribunal or Court o f Appeal

(8)  The court, in all final appeals from an election tribunal or court may 
adopt the practice of first giving its decision and reserving the reasons therefore 
to a later date”.



Constitution of - the Federal  ̂Republicof Nigeria . (Second Alteration) Act 2011 *

10. The Sixth Schedule to theConstitution of the Federal Republic of 
N igeria, 1999, is substituted for a new ‘‘Sixth Schedule”—  ,•• L-T.r. :>') i -i'i ‘i i : ■•'■■■'"

v v/t ‘S ixth  Schedulej 1 • '!u ‘i.
, A— N atiq nail ,a n d ;St a t e H ouses of Assembly E lection  Tribunal0 ' n 1

1.— (1) A  National and State Houses of Assem bly Election Tribu nal 
shall consist of a Chairm an and two other members.

(2) The  Chairm an who shall be a Judge of a H igh Court and the two 
other members shall be appointed from among Judges of a H igh Court, Kadis 
of a Sharia Court of Appeal, Judges of a Custom ary Court of Appeal or other 
members of the ju d ic ia ry  not below the rank of a C h ie f Magistrate.

(3) The Chairm an and other members shall be appointed by the President 
of the Court of Appeal in  consultation with the C h ie f Judge of the State, the 
Grand Kadi of the Sharia Court of Appeal of the State or the President of the 
Custom ary Court of Appeal of the State, as the case may be.

B— G overnorship E lection  T r ib u n a l

2 .— (1)  A  Governorship Election Tribunal shall consist of a Chairm an 
and two other members. jJ J ;

(2) The  Chairm an who Shall be a Judge of a H igh Court and the two 
other members shall be appointed from among Judges of a H igh Court, K adis 
of a Sharia Court o f Appeal,1 Judges of a Custom ary Court o f Appeal or 
members of the ju d ic ia ry  not below the rank of a C h ie f Magistrate.

i ’ • ’
(3) The Chairm an and otbier members shall be appointed by the President 

of the Court o f Appeal in  consultation with the C h ie f Judge o f the State, the 
Grand K a d i o f the Sharia  Court of Appeal of;the State or the President o f the 
Custom ary Court o f A ppeal of the State, as the case may be.”

11. T h is  A ct m ay be cited as the Constitution o f the Federal Republic 
of N igeria  (Second Alteration) Act, 20 10 .

I certify, in accordance with Section 2  (1)  of the Acts Authentication 
Act, Cap. A 2 , Law s of the Federation of N ig eria  2004, that this is a true copy 
of the B il l  passed by both Houses o f the National Assem bly.

r * Salisu  A bu bakar  M a ik a s u w a , m n i 
C le r k  to  th e  N a t io n a l  A s s e m b ly  

6 th  D a y  o f  J a n u a ry ,  2 0 1 1 .

[o. 2 A 19

Substitution 
for the Sixth 
Schedule to 
the
Constitution 
and Sixth 
Schedule to 
the First 
Alteration 
Act.

Citation.



A 20 2011 No. 2 C onstitu tion  o f  the F ederal R epublic o f  N igeria  ( Alteration) Act

‘ 5r,», if. ; i E xplanatory M em orandum

This Act further alters the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
1999 and the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (First Alteration) 
Acts, 2010 among other things, to provide for new time-lines for the conduct
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S C H ED U LE TO  T H E  C O N S T IT U n O N  O F T H E  FE D E R A L R E PU B LIC  O F N IG E R IA  (SECOND ALTERATIO N) B IL L , 2010
S h o r t T itle  
o f  th e  B il l

L o n g  T itle  o f  th e  
Bill

S u m m a r y  o f  th e  
C o n te n ts  o f  th e  B ill

D a te  P a sse d  by  
th e  S en a te

D ate P a ssed  b y  
the H o u se  o f  

R epresen ta tives

D a te  o f  R e c e ip t o f  
A p p r o v a ls  b y  th e  
S ta te  H o u se s  o f  

A sse m b ly

Constitution of 
the Federal 
Republic of 
Nigeria (Second 
Alteration) Bill,
2 0 1 0 ;

v
♦C • •

An Act to alter the 
Constitution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, 1999 and 
the Constitution of the Federal 
Republic o f Nigeria (First 
Alteration) Bill, 2010 among 
other things, to provide for new 
time-lines for the conduct of 
national elections, by the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission.

This Bill further alters the 
Constitution of the Federal 
Republic o f Nigeria, 1999 
and the Constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria 
(First Alteration) Bill, 2010 
among other things, to 
provide for new time-lines 
for the conduct of national 
elections, by the 
Independent National 
Electoral Commission.

3rd November, 
2010.,

* fc-1

X

* •

4th November, 
2010.

29th November, 
2010.

I certify that this Bill has been carefully compared by me with the decision reached by the National and State Houses of Assembly 
and found by me to be true and correct decision of the Houses and is in accordance with the provisions of section 9 (2) of the 
Constitution and the Acts Authentication Act Cap. A2, Laws of the Federation .of Nigeria, 2004.

>; .
I Assent. " ' ’ : ?

;; :v" ; Salisu Abubakar Maikasuwa, mni

P - S j
Clerk to the National Assem bly  

6th Day o f  January, 2011.

- Dr. Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, gcfr 
President o f  the Federal Republic o f  N igeria

10th Day o f  January\  201L
*


