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FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY ABUJA AREA COURTS
b “ " (REPEAL AND ENACTMENT) ACT, 2010

ACT No. 12

AN Acr TO REPEAL THE AREA COURTS Act Car. 477, Laws OF THE FEDERAL
CAPITAL TERRITORY ABUIJA, 5006 AND ENACT THE F EDERAL CAmTAL TERRITORY
AREA COURTS AND ; FOR RELAT[:D MATTERS.

o : (14th Day of January, 2011]

| %, . .
| i

ENACTED by the Natron‘al Assembly of the Federal Republic of Nigeria—
' PART I—EsrAel ISHMENT AND CONSTITUTION OF AREA Courts

1 —(1) There is: estabhshed such: grade of Area Courts for the Federal
Caprtal Territory, Abuja. ' o _

(2) An Area Court shall.exercise the Jurrsdrctron conferred upon it by or
under thrs Act w1thm the area and to the extent specrfed

(3) The Grand Kadr m consultation wrth the Chref.ludge shall assign
to each Area Court established in pursuance of this section such name as

he may deem fit and shall:issue a warrant under hrs hand in respect of
such court. : X

(4) Except otherwise stated, a warrant issued under this scction shall

come to force on the day of publication in the Official Gazette.

(5) The Grand Kadi, in consultation with the Chief Judge, may at any
time suspend, cancel or vary any warrant establishing an Area Court or
specifying the area within which, or the extent to which, the powers of an
Area Court may be exercised.: ! -

(6) The Grand Kadi shall cause the jurisdiction of each Area Court to be
published from:time to time:in the Official Gazette.

——(1 ) An Area Court shall consrst ofan Area Court ludge sitting alone

. L o

(2) An Area Court shall hear and determme all questrons on Islamlc
Personal Law ‘ i ! :

3) Every Judge ofan Area Court shall be an oft'cer in the Public Service.

3.—(1) Subject to, the provrslons of any written law, the Judicial Service

Committee shall appornt and exercise drsCIphnary power on an Arca Court
Judge— ' | _"
(a) who appears to have abused his power or to be incapable of exercising
the same justly ; and
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(b) for other suffcnent reason..

) The: appomtment and dxsclplme of an Area Court Judge shall b, |
accordance with the rules and regulatlons applicable to Area Court Judge |

Sessions. 4 —(1) Subject to the provisions ofany written law, an Area Courtsyy
hold sessions at such times and places as may be necessary for the convemem
and speedy dlspatch ofthe business ofthe court. '

(2) The Grand Kadl may direct that sessions shall be held at timesy I_
places he deems fit.-

Indemnity of 5 An Area: Court Judge shall not be personally liable for any act du

members of by him or ordered by him to be done in the discharge of his judicial du

f"’a Courts.  whether or not within the limits of his jurisdiction : Provided that he,att -
time in good faith, believed himself to have jurisdiction to do or order ok |
done the act in question. |

i, PART II — StAFF oF AREA COURTS

Staff of the 6. —(1) Staff ofArea Courts shall be officers in the Public Serviced E
Court. - the Federation. | :

(2)There shall be appointed a Registrar or Clerk and such otherst afls
‘may be required by an Area Court.

(3) The duties of the Registrar or Clerk shall include—

(a) prepare warrants and writs ;
(b) register ord_ersialnd judgments ;
(¢) keep records Ofi moneys received or paid by the court ; and

(d) perform such duities in the execution of the powers and authorities o |
the court as may be assngned to him by the rules or special order ofthe

court. . . &, .. I
" Delegation of 7. A Registrar or Clerk ‘may, wnth the consent of the Area Court Julft =
Duties.  *  delegate any of the duties assigned to him to any other servant of the colf

and in every such case, such servant shall be governed in respect of his dull®

by the orders and dlrect!ons of the Reglstrar or Clerk:.

~ Bailiffsand - 8.—(1)Such ba|hﬂ°s or messengers as may be requnred shall be appolnled |
Messengers.  to every Area Court. | | |

2)A person appomted under subsectlon (1) of this section shall/

(a) eﬂ"ect the servnce and execution of all writs and other process Wl“
he may recewe from the Area Court to which he is attached ; ;
(b) make all necessary returns in relation to such writs and prOC"fssc

! !
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. (c) carry out other dutles as may be prescrlbed by rules made under this
“Act ; and, ; I m | 1
(d) at all trmes when he 1s not engaged in dutles which necessitate his

-absence from the Area Court attend the Area Court and obey all the lawful
' dlrectrons ofthe Court. |+ !

Al B :'n'z s ST |

3), An Area Court may authorize a pohce officer to perform all or any
of the dutles mentioned, in; sub-section (2) of this section in so far as they
relate to the crlmmalJurlsdlctlon of the court and any police officer who is in
possessron of any cnmmaf broccss shall be presumed to be authonzcd to
execute such process unleS& the contrary rs proved '

LI G RO Vs
(4) SubJect to the prowstons ofsub sectlon (3) ofthls sectron, no person
other than a duly appointed barhff or messenger shall carry out, purport or

attempt to carry ‘out any of the dutles mentroned in sub section (2) of this
section. ;

9. No member ofthe staff of any Area Court or other person bound to
execute lawful warrants or orders issued or made in the exercise of jurisdiction
conferred by this Act is liable to be sued in any court for the execution of any
warrant or order which he would be bound to execute if the person issuing the
same had been acting in.the exercise of lawful authority.

. T I [ .
PArT ITI—JurisoicTioN oF AREA COURT

10.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act and of any other wrilten
law, any person may. mstltute and prosecute any cause or matter in an Area
Court. gy s st ¥ e T vt |

(5’

(2) A person who institutes or prosecutes any cause or matter in an Area
Court under sub-section _(1) :0f this section shall, in that cause or mattcr be
subject to the jurisdiction of that Area Court and of any other court exercising
Jurlsdrctlon in that cause or matter

11.—(1) Subject to the provrsrons of this Act and of any other written
law, the following persons shall be subject to the jurisdiction of Area Court—

(a) any person who issa Muslim; ... .

(b) any other person in a cause or matter who consents to the cxercise of
the jurisdiction of the Area Court.

12.—(1) Where at any stage of the proceedings before final judgment in
any cause or matter in an Area Court a person alleges that hc is not subject to
the jurisdiction of Area Court, the proceedings shall, on the application of
that person to the High Court be transferred to the High Court, which shall
inquire into and determine the truth of the person’s allegation.
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(2) Upon such determination as mentioned in subsection (1), thely
Court shall make such order for the trial of the proceedings in the High Cq

Magistrate Court, District Court, Area Court or Customary Court as f
crrcumstances of the case may seem Just

(3) The apphcant shall give notice to the Area Court of the apphcau@n
made by him under sub-section (1) of this section-and the application shl

operate as a stay of the proceedings in the Area Court until the High Coy
has made an order under sub-section (2) of this sectlon

&l 13 An Area Court shail haveJurlsdlctlon and power to the extenly
jutisdiction.  out in the warrant estabhshmg it, and subject to the provnsrons of this Acta
of the Civil Procedure Code, in all civil causes in Wthh all the partiesar
sub)ect to the Jurlsdlctlon of the Area Court
Place of 14 All cwnl causes or matters shall be tried and determined by anArw
hearing. Court which haSJurlSdlCtlon over the area—
(@) in which the defendant is ordinarily resident ;
() in which the defendant was at the time when the cause of actin
arose ; or
(c) where the transactlon occurred
l
Law to be

15. Subject to the provnsrons of this Act, an Area Court shall, incv

administered cases and matters, admm_rster Islalmlc Law of the Maliki School of
in civil cases Jurlsprudence

and matters. 1 L
matter relating to the guardianship of children, (¢
interest and welfare of the child shall be the first and paramount consideration

Guardianship - 16. —-(1) In any
_ of children.

i |

(2) Whenever it appears to an Area Court that an order made by (it
court, should,.in the interest of a child, be reviewed, the court may of its ow
motion or upon the'-a;ltplicati()n of any. interested person, vary or discharg

the order. ; |l

PART [IV— PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE IN AREA COURTS

Practice and 17, Subject to the provnsxons of thls Act and of any other written la¥
procedure and any rule which may be made under section 50 of this Act, the provisions

generally. of section 16 of this Act shall apply in the regulation of the practice and
procedure of Area Courts in civil cases and matters.

Jurisdiction 18.—(1) All proceedings in the Area Court shall be recorded by the

of Area Judge in English Language. : .

Court not . -

required to (2) An Area Court shall record the reasons for its decisions in every

be shown on ‘

cause or matter, - ! -
“the record.
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(3) Where an Area Court ‘has jurisdiction in or over any cause or matter
or over the partles thereto it slhall not be necessary for—

(a) such court to. state on the face of the record of its proceedings in
such cause or.matter that thq court has jurisdiction in or over such cause or
matter or over:the parties ; and. - [

* (b) the jurisdiction of sﬁch court in or over such cause or matter or bver
the parties thereto to appear on or from the face of the record of its procecd ings

in such cause or matter. - i

19. —( 1) Legal practmoners shall have rlght of audience before an Area
Court. (BN, ovE on :

(2) An Area Court may permit—

(a) the husband, wife, brother, sister, son, daughter, guardian, servant,
master or any inmate of the household of any party, who shall give
satisfactory proof that he or she has authority in that behalf ; or

(b) arelative of a person administering the estate of a deceased person
who was subject to the jurisdiction of an Area Court, to appear for any
party before an Area Court

(3) SubJect to the provisions of sub- sections (1) and (2) of this section,
in the case of a local authorlty or in any proceeding pending before an Arca
Court, a local authonty may be represented .in court at any stage of the
proceedm gs by any member or officer of the local authority who shall satisfy
the court that he is duly auth’orlzed in that behalf.

- H i .-

20.—(1) The room or place in which an Area Court sits to hear and
determine any proceedings shall be an open and public court to which the
members of the public shall have a right of access while they shall be of good
behavror and to that extent to Wthh the capacity of the court shall allow.

Pl

(2) Provrsron may be made by.rules of court under sectron 50 of this Act
for the exclusion of the public.from any Area Court in cases—

(a) in which persons under the age of 17 years are involved ; or

(b) where the administration of justice would be rendered impracticable
by the presence of the public.

PART V—TRANSFER BY AREA COURTS

21. An Area Court may order the transfer of any cause or mattcr either

before hearing or at-any stage of the proceedings before judgment is given to
any other Area Court ofconfpetentjurisdictiOn and that other Area Court may
take any course with;regard to the cause or matter which it considers that
justice requires. j |

l_
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i
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22. An Area Court may, of its own motion or upon the apphcanw
either party toa cause or matter, remit to a lower grade Area Court of com
jurisdiction which is ‘within the territorialijurisdiction of that Other
grade Area Court, any cause or matter before it which, in its opinion, ty
purposes of convenience or otherwise, be more appropriately or expedify, -
dealt with by such. lower grade Area Court and upon such order beingy,
the lower grade . Area Court specified therein shall hear and determiy
cause or matter, de novo.

PART VI—ANCILLARY POWERS OF AREA COURTS

23. An Area Court shall have power, subject to any limitation thaty !
be imposed by any law, to summon before it, for the purpose of gii -
evidence, any person ;

24. Any person present at an Area Court, whether a party or notloz "
cause or matter before the court; may be required by the court to give evid:
as if he had been summoned to attend and give evidence.

:' 't
ol ';:'f‘|. i ! !

25.—1) If ian any cause or matter, an Area Court considers thit |
interest of justice requires that the evidence of a person not within theare
jurisdiction of the Area Court should be obtained before any other coutt -

any off‘cer the Area Court may make an appllcatlon to a Sharia Cout: -
Appeal réquesting that the evrdence of the person be taken before any

court or officer in the place in Wthh that person is.

(2) Upon an appllcatlon under sub-section (1) of this section, the S
Court oprpeal to which the application is made, may, in its discretion,®
an order in respect dfthe takmg oftHe evndence ofthe person as it deemst |

26 Anyjudgment or order glven or made by an Area Court ina®
cause or matter may be enforced by seizure and sale of the property o’
person against whom the judgment or order is made, or by such other el
of enforcing judgments and orders as may be prescribed by rules madeut

section 50 of this Act, .

27. An Area Court shall—
(a) carry into execution any decree or order of all courts establislle
law which may be fully directed to them ;

(b) execute all lwarrants and serve all process issued by the cov
dlrected to the Area Courts for execution or service ; and

. (c) generally giv'e such assistance to any court as may be requifed'

il

fls# y
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23. Inany cause or, mzmer before an Area Court in which, pending final
determmatlon itis shown to the satisfaction of the Area Court that any property
which is in drspute inthe cause or matter is in danger of being wasted, damaged,
alienated or otherwise mJunously dealt with by any party to the cause or
matter, the Area Court may'issue an injunction to the party commanding him
to refrain‘from doing the particular act complained of, or alternatively, may
take and keep the property in custody pending the determination of the causc
or matter.

29.—(1) An Area Court may, whenever it deems it necessary to do so
for the preservation, proper custody or management of any property in dispute
in a cause or matter, appoint any person as a receiver or manager to receive

and take charge of the property and to deal with it in any manner as may be
directed by the Area Court AN co

(2) Any person appomted as a receiver or manager under sub-section
(1) of this section shall be responsible to the Area Court for all things done as
receiver or manager, and shall account for or pay to the Area Court all moneys
received in respect of any property referred to in sub-section (1) of this section.

(3) An Area Court may ‘make an order as it deems fit in regard to the
remuneration of any person appomted as receiver and manager and shall pay
to the party entitled thereto all moneys in the custody of the Area Court in
respect of any property referred to in sub-section (1) of this section.

30. In any cause or mattcr an Area Court may on the application of
either party or on its own motion—

(a) make such order a$ the court may deem fit for the inspection by the
Area Court, the parties or any witness of any immovable or movablc

property the inspection of which may be material to the proper determination
of the question in dispute ; and

(b) give any direction as the court may deem fit respecting the inspection.
Gl L i i i 1

PART VII-—CONTROL OF AREA COURTS

31.—1) Subject to the‘provrsrons ofthrs Act and any other written law,
all Area Courts shall be subject to the general supervision of the Sharia Court
of Appeal.” ; , ;

2) Without prejudlce to the generahty ofsub section (1) of this scction,
if it appears to the Sharra Cdurt of Appeal that—

(a) it is necessary for the purpose of securing, as far as possible, a fair
and impartial trial, or . ; . :

(b) it is expedrent in the rnterest of justice generally, that a particular
cause or matter which i is within theJurlsdrctron of an Arca Court should

|
|
|
|
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“not be tried by lhat court hav1ngJur|sdxctlon to do so, the S@

"' Appeal may order that such cause or matter be trled by such Othe“
Court which the order may dlrect o

(3) The powers of the Sharia Court of Appeal under this sectlon,,1z |
exercrsed by it either on its own motion or on the application ofanypan
a cause or matter in an Area Court ot upon report by an inspector

Court.
Appointment © 32. ——(l)The Judrcxal Service Committee shall appomt a Chleflnqu |
and of Area Court. , i
functions of : A N . . . -
" Chief -, @ The functions of the Chief Inspector of Area Court shall incly
K‘:ezegng (a) the advislng of the Chief Registrar in respect of the Constiu

jurlsdlctlon and membershlp ofArea Courts

(b) sub_)ect to the general or specral directions of the Chief Regy
the orgamzatlon, gurdance and supervision of Area Courts
(c) the powers of an inspector under this Act ; and

(d) any other qfunctron as may, from time to t1me be conferred upont

'by the Chref Registrar. " '
SRR ETE ER T TR SO NS PR NPT ! - O SRR :

Appointment - | ,,33. TheJudicdial Service Commxttee shall for the purposes of thisk i
of appoint inspectorsyj ;. | - | o W i : i
inspectors.

Reports of 34. Aninspector may require an Area Court to submit a reporttoli. -
cases tried. any case tried in that court. b _
Inspector’s '35, An mspector shall at all times, have access to all Area Courts v
right of the Federal. Capital. Ierrltory, Abuja and to the records and proceeding -
caseslo Area  hose courts. ‘ |
Courts.
Supervisory 36, ——(l)An mspector shall have power at any stage of the proceedst
powers of before final judgment, either of his.own motion or on the application ol
inspectors.

party to a cause or matter before an Area Court, by order, to stay the hes
of the cause or mattér on terms as the mspector may consider just.

¢ b et v )
(2) Where an order under sub section (l) of this section has beenm“ |
the mspector may, m hIS discretion, adopt one or any of the following cours

"(a) 1f the cause or matter appears to be within the jurisdiction of anf
Court other than that referred to in sub-section (1) of this section, he™
by the same-or dnother ‘order, direct that the cause or matter be |an“f

into, tried and determined by the Area Court which has JurlSdlCllOno(
the: same ; P ' :
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X | : : . . -
(b) he may direct in like'manner that the cause or matter be inquired into,
tried and determined by aIMaglstrate Court, DlStl‘lCt Court or Customary
Court. ‘

(c) if the cause or matter is one which in his opinion ought for any
reason to be transferred from an Arca Court to the Sharia Court of Appcal,
he may report the case to the Sharia Court of Appeal.

(3) No cause or matter which has been transferred by the High Court or
a Magistrate Court or District Court or Customary Court to an Area Court
may be reported to the Sharia Court of Appeal or transferred to the same or

any other Magistrate Court, :District Court or Customary Court under this
section.

(4) The court to which a cause or matter is transferred under this section
shall be informed in writing of the reason for making the order of transfer and
may thereafter take any course with regard to the cause or matter which it
considers that justice requxres

(5) Where a.cause or matter is reported to the Shana Court of Appcal
under sub-section (2)(c) of this section, the Sharia Court of Appeal shall direct

in what mode and in what court the cause or matter shall be heard and
determined.

(6) Where a cause or matter is transferred from an Area Court to.any
other court under this section, no summons fee shali be payable in the court
to which the cause or matter is transferred if the appropriate summons fee has
been paid in the Area Court from which the cause or matter is transferred.

37.—(1) Anorder of transfer shall operate as a stay of proceedings beforc
the Area Court from which the proceedings are ordered to be transferred in
any cause or matter to which the order extends or is applicable, and the process
and proceedings in that cause or matter, and a certified copy of the record
shall be transmitted to the court to which the same is transferred and all
proceedings in the cause or matter shall be taken in the court as if the cause or
matter had been commenced {herem

(2) A report made unde'r section 36(2)(c) of this Act shall operate to
suspend the proceedings, the subJect of the report until the directions of the
Sharia Court oprpeal have been given under section 36(4) of this Act.

l

(3) The inspector may, if it appears expedlent in the first instance, transmit
by post the contents of any oqder made by him under sub-section (1) of this
section and the post shall, until the receipt of the order, have the same validity
and effect as if it were the said order.

!
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38.—(1) An inspector, if in his opinion there has been a miscarriage o
justice in any case before an Area Court to which he has access under t;
provisions of section 36 of this Act, may of his own motion or in his discretio,
on the application of any person concerned, report that case to the courty

. which an appeal in the,case would lie.

(2) A report under sub-section (1) of this section shall be madei,

writing and shall record the particulars of the judgment, order or cas,
and the reason for its bemg reported and shall be accompanied by a copy
of the record ofthe case |

(3) The Court to,whrch"the case has been reported shall review i,

and may— !

|
(a) reverse, vary or confirm the decision given ;

(6) make an order in the proceedmgs as the lower court could hav
made ; F *uf A | ! b {

(c) make a further order, as may be necessary or as the justice of the

case may require but no order in a civil proceeding to the prejudice of any

party shall be made without an opportumty being given to the party of
being heard ; , 1 -

- (d) set aside thejudgment or other order of the lower court ; and

(e) when it considers it desirable, order the case to be reheard either by
the same court or any other Area Court of competent jurisdiction or by any
Magistrate Court, District Court or Customary Court, or if the case is on¢
that appears proper to be heard by the High Court, report the case to the
Sharia Court of Appeal. ,

(4) In the exercise of its powers of review under this section, a coutt

may hear any additional evidence as it consrders necessary for the just disposal
of the case. X

(5) An inspector who has reported any case to a court under the provisions

of this section shall have power to make an interim order suspending the
operation of any order made by the lower court in the case.

(6) A person aggrleved by a decision of the Sharia Court oprpeal ina

review under this section may appeal from the decision to the Court of Appea!

as if it were a decision in an appeal brought to the Sharia Court of Appedl
from some other court. ' : -

L I

-
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39. Where proceedings are quashed and an order for rehearing is made

under the provisions of this Part, no plea of res judicata or autre fois convict -

. shall be entertained in respect of the proceedings in any subsequent
proceedings. -

40. No inspector shall exercise the powers conferred upon him under
this Part in any case where a'party aggrieved by the decision of the Area
Court has appealed from that decision or otherwise instituted any appeal
proceeding in respect of the decision.

PArT VIII—APPEAL

41.—(1) A party aggrie?éd by a decision of an Area Court may appeal
tO—" '

(a) the Sharia Court of Appeal in cases involving questions regarding
Islamic Personal Law ; and

(b) the High Court in all other cases.

(2) Every such appeal shall be commenced by the appellant giving to
the Registrar of the Area Court notice of the appeal which shall be verbal or
in writing, and if verbal shall be reduced to writing by the Registrar and

signed. by the appellant or by a legal practitioner if a legal practitioner is
representing him.

t

(3) Subject to the proviisions of sub-section (4) of this section, a notice
of appeal under sub-section (2) of this section shall be given in every case
before the expiration of 30 days from the date of the decision appealed against.

(4) Anotice of appeal ut'gder sub-section (2)in respect of an interlocutory
decision shall be given within'14 days from the date of the decision appealed
against. ( '

i
42. Subject to the provisions of the Constitution of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria, no appeal shall lie from the lower court at the instance of any

person at whose request a case has been reported to a court under section 38
of this Act. _ i |

43. Leave to appeal out of tlme to any ¢ourt may be given by the court
upon such terms as it may seem just.

; J
44.—(1) Any court exer’cising appellatejlurisdiction in civil matters under
the provisions of this Act may, in the exercise of that jurisdiction—

(a) reverse, vary or confirm the decision of the court from which the
appeal is brought and may make any order or exercise any power as the

Special
plea in bar
not
admissible
on hearing.

Power of
inspector not
cxercisable
where appeal
instituted.

Appcals
from Area
Courts.

Restriction
on right of
appeal.

Appeals out
of time.

Powers of
appcliate
court in civil
matlcrs.
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without
authority.

Jurisdiction
of Courts.

Power to

make rules,

court of first mstance could have made or exercised in the case o g,
Appeal, Court consnders that the_]ustlce of the case requires ;

. (b) quash any proceeding and, there-upon where it is considy
desnrable orderisuch case to be retried before the court of first i instange,
before any other court of competent jurisdiction.

(2) In the exe'rcnse of his power under sub-section (1)(a) ofthissectiom
a court may hearjadditional evidence if it considers the evidence necesy
for the just dlspOSal of the case, and the court shall report its reasonfy |
exercising its power under this subsection.

45. Where an appeal lies from an order or decision of an Area Coy
the court to which the appeal is brought shall have power to inspect therecay -
or books of the Area Court relative to the appeal.

46. No proceedings in an Area Court and no summons, warrants, proces
order or decree issued or made thereby shall be varied or declared voidum

. appeal or revision solely by reason of any defect in procedure or waitd

form but every court or authority established in and for the Federal Capii
Territory, Abuja and exercising powers of appeal or revision under thisA¢
shall decide all matters according to substantial justice without undue reg

to technicalities. i’ \
PART IX—OFFENCES

47.——(1) Any ﬁerson who exercises or attempts to exercise judici
powers within the area of the jurisdiction of a duly constituted Area Cout

“ except in accordance with the provisions of any written law, shall be lat

on conviction before the High Court or Magistrate Court of compett!
jurisdiction, to a fine not exceeding N20,000.00 or to imprisonment for?

period not exceeding 12 months or to both.
(2) Nothing contained in this section shall be deemed to prohibit

person' from adjudicating as an arbitrator upon any civil matter in disp
where the parties to the matter have agreed to submit the dispute to his decis®

48. Subject to the provisions of this Act, any proceeding arising unde!
this Part may be brought in the High Court or a Magistrate Court ofcompe"’"‘
jurisdiction. :

. PART X — RULES OF COURT

49. —(l)The Grand Kadi may make rules providing for any or all of "

following matters—
(a) prescribing anld providing for :
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(i) the maximum fees .which may be charged in Area Courts of
first instance and of appeal and for appeals from the Area Courts
and generally ;

|

(iiy the reduction of the maximum fees in respect of all or any Area
Court or in respect of all Or any proceedmg and

(i) the remission in whole or in part of any maximum or reduced fee
~ and the manner in which the persons or Area Court by whom or by "
which the remission may be made.

(b) the disposal and application of fines and fees received by Area
Courts .

(c) the practice and procedure of Area Courts in their original jurisdiction,
on review and appeal ;

(d) the time within which any act, matter or thing shall be carried out or
performed for the purposes of this Act and the time within which notice of
appeal shall be given from the decision of any Area Court ;

(e) providing for the executron of :

(i) the decrees or orders of Area Court or any class of Area Courts
whether the Area Courts’ are estabhshed under this Act or under any
other written law ; and

(i7) the warrants and t}‘ke service of the process of the courts or class
of courts, where these decrees or orders are made or the warrants or
process are issued in respect of persons or property not within the area
of the jurisdiction of the Area Court making or issuing the same.

() prescribing the court:s or authority by which the decrees, orders,
warrants or process mentioned in paragraph (e) (ii) of this subsection shalf
be carried into execution, executed or served ;

(g) the exclusion of the publlc from an Area Court in accordance with
- section 20(2) of this Act ; and

(h) the procedure of Area Courts in relatlon to applications for the
interpretation of the Consntutlon of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

(2) Any rule made under this section may apply to all Area Courts or a
class of Area Courts or any particular Area Court or those Area Courts or
particular Area Courts as may be determined under the rules.

PART XI—MISCELLANEOUS

50.—(1) All assets and liabilities of the Area Court established under Saving and
the Area Court Act. Cap. 477, Laws of the Federal Capital Territory Abuja, transitional
2006 shall be vested in the Area Court established under this Act. . provision.
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(2) All appointmler'rts or decisions made by the Area Courts establishg
~ under the Area Courts Act Cap. 477, Laws of the Federal Capital Territor
Abuja, 2006 shall con;tinue to persist or deemed to have been made by th

~ Area Court established under this Act. |

(3)'Nothing in this Act shall be deémed to affect the powers or function
of the High Court or Magistrate Court in the exercise of their crimin

jurisdiction or any rlghl or power in any,ofﬁcer or person to institute criming
proceedmgs in those courts

Interpreta- 51. In this Act -—-; _
tion. — » ’ . )
Area Court” means a court established under this Act for the Fedenl

Capital Territory, Abuja or deemed to have been so established and includes
an Upper Area Court ;

“cause” includes any actlon suit or other orlgmal proceeding between
a plaintiff and a defendant and also any criminal proceeding ;

“Chief Registrar” means the Chief Registrar of the Sharia Court of
Appeal of the Federal Capltal Territory, Abuja ;

“Cuslomary Courz means a Customary Court established under the
Customary Court Act, 2007 ;

““District Court” means a District Court established under the Distric
Court Act 1960 ;

“Grand Kadi” means the Grand Kadi of the Sharia Court oprpeal of
the Federal Capital Terrltory, Abuja ;

“inspector of Area Courts” or “inspector” means an officer appoied
under Section 33 to exercise the powers vested in him under this Act and
includes the Dlrecto[ of Area Courts, any senior inspector and Assistan!

Inspector ; )

“Judicial Service Commmee means the Judlclal Service Committeeof
the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja ;.

“land cause” means a cause or matter relating to the ownership,
occupation or possession of land ;

“Legal pracmzonerl' has the same meaning as in the Legal Practitionefs
Act, Cap. L11 LFN, 2004

“local authority” means an Area Councilor or any other body established
for the admlmstratlon of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja ;

“Magistraie Courl| means a Magistrate Court established under of
pursuant to the Criminal Procedure Code, or deemed to have been %
established ; |

|
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“Islamic pérsonal law” hés the saine meaning as it has in the Sharia
Court of Appeal Act ; i

“Sharia Court of Appeal” | means the Sharia Court of Appca] established
for the Federal Capital Terrltory, Abuja.

52. The Area Court Act Gap 477, Laws of the Federal Capital Territory  Repeal of
Abuja, 2006 is hereby repealed. Cap. 477,

Laws of the
Federal
Capital
Territory
Abuja, 2006.

53. This Act may be cited as the FCT Abll_]a Area Courts (Repeal and  Citation.
Enactment) Act 2010. I

I certify, in accordance thh Section 2 (1) of the Acts Authentication
Act, Cap. A2, Laws of the Federatxon of Nigeria 2004, that this is a true copy
of the Bill passed by both Houses of the Natnonal Assembly.
| |
i i :
SaLISU ABUBAKAR MAIKASUWA, mnti
. Clerk to the National Assembly
14th |Day‘ of January, 2011.

ExXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Act repeals the Area Courts Act, Cap. 477, Laws of the Federal
Capital Territory Abuja, 2006 and enacts the Federal Capital Territory Area
Courts Act, 2010.



'J . = S S -,—.smux-rcxulf Au-—'-am AREA COURTS (REFEAL AND ETACTIVURETT EXL‘F; T
eSS S @ \ S
Shorr Title / Long Title of the - Summary of the \ Date passed by \ Date Passed by
of the Bill Bill . Contents of the BIll \ the Senate the House of
Representatives
Federal | AnActtorepeal the Area Courts Act | This Bill repeals the Area Courts Act | 7th December, 2010.T 16th December, 2010.
Capital Cap. 477, Laws of the Federal Capital | Cap. 477, Laws of the Federal Capital
Territory Territory Abuja, 2006 and enact the | Territory Abuja, 2006 and enact the
Abuja Area Federal Capital Territory Area Courts | Federai Capital Territory Area Courts
Courts and ; for related matters. “Acts, 2010.
(Repeal and :
Enactment)
Bill, 2010. ' : 2. Bl : ST ———

I certify that this Bill has been carefully compared by me with the decision reached by the National Assembly and found by me to
be true and correct decision of the Houses and is in accordance with the provisions of the Acts Authentication Act Cap. A2, Laws of the

Federation of Nigeria, 2004. ' _ | L i

SALISY ABUBAKAR MAIKASUWA, mni
Clerk to the National Assembly

14th Day of January, 2011.

DR. GoobLuck EBELE JONATHAN, GCFR
- President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
14th Day of January, 2011.



