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N A T IO N A L  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  (D E S E R T IF IC A T IO N  
C O N T R O L  A N D  D R O U G H T  M IT IG A T IO N )

R E G U L A T I O N S ,  2011 ‘
' '  • . - i i  | i • I i : •

In exercise of the powers ponferred on me by section 34 of the National 
Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency (Establishment) Act,
2007 a n d  all other powers enabling me in that behalf, I ,  M r  J o h n  O d e y ,  Honourable 
Minister, Federal Ministry of Environment, hereby make the following regulations—

. . 1 i ! '  1 ; •  ‘ ' >  '  '  •
* * 1,/' 7 '■ r h  5 [28 (h  D a y  o f  A p r i l ,  2.011] Commence-

• ‘ ’ 1 ment.

P a r t  I — G e n e r a l  P r o v i s i o n s  o n  D e s e r t i f i c a t i o n  C o n t r o l

1, This Part sh all a p p ly  to  the control o f  desertification  in all affected
areas in Nigeria. j :

2. The o b jectives o f  this! Part o f  th ese  R egu lations are to :
T ,» » »• » : . * ! ■ ■, " 1 ■

(ia ) provide an e f f e c t iv e  and pragm atic regulatory fram ework for the 
sustainable u se o f  a ll areas a lread y  a ffected  by desertification  and the 
protection o f  vu ln erab le  la n d s ;

(b )  sen sitize  th e  p u b lic  o n  th e  c a u se s  and dangers associated  with  
desertification and the atten d an t land  degradation  ;

(c) encourage th e  su s ta in a b le  u se  o f  fu e lw o o d  through the use o f  more 
efficient and en ergy  s a v in g  d e v ic e s  w ith  a v iew  to encouraging their wider  
use and adoption at a ll le v e ls  ;

(d ) promote the u se  o f  a ltern ative  so u rces o f  energy, including the use o f  
wind, solar, briquettes, c o a l, g a s  e tc  ;

(e ) encourage re fo resta tio n , reseed in g , afforestation  and conservation
of areas under d eser tifica tio n  or v u ln erab le  to sam e for the rehabilitation o f  
degraded lands ; :

i f )  attain the 25%  n a tio n a l fo r e s t  c o v e r  as prescribed  by the U nited  
Nations Food and A g r ic u ltu r a l O rg a n isa tio n  (F A O ) w ith  a v iew  to being  
self su ffic ie n t in  w o o d  a n d  o th e r  fo r e s t  r e s o u r c e s , in c lu d in g  the  
enhancement o f  e c o lo g ic a l  .in teg r ity  and the abatem ent o f  the im pacts  
of climate ch a n g e  ;

ig )  ensure su sta in a b le  agricu ltu ra l and range m anagem ent practices,
improved anim al h u sb a n d r f and m an agem en t o f  water resources in the
desertification prone areas w ith  a v ie w  to a ch iev in g  sustainable livelihood , 
poverty reduction and w e a lth  breation; through introduction o f  modern and 
affordable production  te c h n o lo g ie s  to resource poor farm ing co m m u n itie s;

Application.

Objectives.

i



A/ IV A

Principles.

D u t i e s  o f  
t h e  A g e n c y .

(h ) p r o m o te .c o o p e r a t io n  w ith  r e le v a n t  in te r n a t io n a l and non
governm ental organisations through partnerships, k n o w led g e  sharing and 
the dom estication^of such con ven tion s as the U n ited  N ation s Convention 
to C om bat D esertifica tion  and D rought M itigation  (U N C C D ), the United 
N a tio n s C o n v en tio n  on B io d iv ers ity  (U N C B D ) and the U nited  Nations 
Fram ew ork C onvention  on C lim ate C hange (U N F C C C ) to w hich Nigeria 
is sig n a to ry  ;‘and :

(z) su sta in  and .expand  areas under fo rest and tree co v er  through 
conservation , protection, rehabilitation o f  natural vegeta tion s, tree planting 
and control o f  forest exp loitation , w ith a v iew  to reversin g  desertification 
trend. !

I

3 .rT he principles set out hereunder shall be observed in regulating activities
.! .in desert prone areas in N igeria :

(a ) P r e v e n t i o n  F i r s t — Priority attention shall be paid to desertified areasj ' " ■ I- i ■ . 1 [
w h ile  preventing potentially  vulnerable areas from  b ein g  a ffected  ;

11 (b ) integrating com bating desertification  w ith d evelop m en t and with 
sustainable natural resource for utilisation: D esertifica tio n  control shall be 
c lo s e ly  com b in ed  w ith so c io -e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t aind environmental 
im provem ent ‘ '

(c) adopting measures suitable to local cond itions and preventive facilities 
according to the intensity  o f  desertification  ;

( d )  key  affected  jo in ts  are used as com b atin g  b asis to prom oting works 
in the entire prone areas ;

( e )  appropriate p o lic ies , legal and regulatory instrum ents are critical for 
d esertification  c o n tr o l;

: • • i . . j' f •
(/) farm ers plant trees up to a m in im um  o f  25  trees per hectare on their 

farm s in the form  o f  h ed ge planting or ju st as scattered  trees to promote agro
forestry ^practices ; and

. | (g ) Environm ental- Im pact A ssessm en t (E lA ) is con d u cted  as required 
by law , on  lands threatened w ith d esertifica tion  ;

P a r t  II— R e g u l a t i o n s  o n  D e s e r t i f i c a t i o n  C o n t r o l

4 .— (1 )  T h e  A g e n c y , in c o lla b o r a t io n  w ith  r e le v a n t  M in istries, 
D epartm ents and A g e n c ie s  (M D A s), States, and L oca l G overnm ents, shall 
co m p ile  .an inventory o f  all already degraded lands and d esertification  prone 
areas as listed  in  S ch ed u les I and II to these R eg u la tio n s, to determ ine their 
status and p o ss ib le  am elioration  m easures.

; ,  j . i 1..: * ‘ i • : .
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(2) The A g en cy  sh a ll p er io d ica lly  m onitor and inspect degraded lands 
for the purpose o f  updating  su ch  afore-m entioned inventories.

(3) The general p u b lic , e sp e c ia lly  the affected com m unities, shall be 
consulted in conducting inventory  o f  degraded lands and other related decisions 
affecting such lands.

5.— (1) U sin g  the in ven tory  data in regulation 4(1) o f  these Regulations, 
the States and L oca l G o v ern m en ts  as w ell as the affected com m unities shall 
identify and d elin eate  priority  areas for rehabilitation including reforestation, 
reseeding and a ffo resta tio n .:.

(2) Pursuant to su b -reg u la tio n  (1 ) o f  this regulation, each affected State 
and Local G overnm ent sh a ll e stab lish  yearly afforestation targets o f  not less 
than 10 kilom etres o f  sh e lte fb e lt  and 5 hectares o f  w oodlot.

: -J. i :  . '  I 1 -  ,
(3) Pursuant to su b -reg u la tio n  (1 ) o f  this regulation, each affected State 

and Local G overnm ent sh a ll e stab lish  yea r ly  rangeland and reseeding targets
of not less than 25  h ectares and 5 hectares respectively.

t ■ i l
(4 ) . E nvironm ental Im p a ct A sse ssm e n t (E IA ) shall be conducted as 

required by law s o n  la n d s threatened  w ith  desertification.
(5) T he a f fe c te d  S ta te s , L o c a l G o v ern m en ts, N on-G overnm ental 

Organisations (N G O s) and C om m u n ity  B ased  Organisations (C BO s) shall 
carry out public aw aren ess cam p aign s am ong the people to ensure the rational 
and sustainable u se  o f  d egrad ed  lands or desert prone areas.

(6) A ffected States and L ocal G overnm ents shall ensure the enforcement 
of extant laws for the p ro tection  and sustainable m anagem ent o f constituted  
forest and grazing reserv es . ;

6.— (1) T he declaration  o f  sp ec ia lly  protected areas under desertification 
or the threat thereon sh a ll be. in itia ted  by the A gen cy  in consultation with 
relevant M D A s on  d ie  reco m m en d a tio n  o f  the State or Local Governm ent or 
both, and a register sh a ll b e  o p en ed  thereon as prescribed in Schedule III.

(2) The fo llo w in g  areas sh a ll b e declared  as specia lly  Protected A r e a s :
I i t . . .  ■ .

(a) areas w ith  san d  d u n e b u ild -u p s ;
C b) areas w ith ou t v eg e ta t io n  co v er  ;
(c) water catchm eftt areas vu lnerab le to drought and d esertification ;

•I j « I
, { d )  areas w ith  le s s  than 10%  forest cover  and 25% grass cover ;• i ; • j i * . s! ’
(3) W here th e A g e n c y  in itia tes the p rocess o f  declaring an area or viable 

ecosystems as p rotected  area under sub-regulation  (1) o f  this regulation, the 
Agency shall.

The Role o f 
the States 
and Local 
Governments.

Declaration 
o f Specially 
Protected 
Areas.



D e s e r t i f i c a t i o n
C o n t r o l
G u i d e l i n e s .

(a )  in form  the L oca l and State G overnm ents in w riting ;
( b )  en sure'that th e 'v iew s o f  the p eo p le  inhabiting the areas contiguous 

to  su ch  se n s it iv e  e c o sy s te m s are incorporated ; and
•• r(c)*>ensure th e preparation and su b m ission  o f  a report containing the 
. f in d in g s  pursuant to paragraphs ( a )  and (b ) o f  this sub-regulation .

i ! . ' ' .
(4 )  W h ere  any L oca l or State G overnm ent in itiates the process referred 

to  in> su b -reg u la tio n  (li) o f  this regu lation , the sa id  G overn m en t shall in 
co n su lta tio n  w ith  th e p eo p le  and inhabitants o f  the area carry out the activities
p ro v id ed  for in  su b -regu lation s (3 ) { a ) ( b )  and (c) o f  this regulation .

> •

(5) T h e  A g en cy  shall consider the reports subm itted under sub-regulations
(3 )  and  (4 ) 0 f  this regulation  and m ake appropriate recom m endations to the 
M inister*. *.p . n o j : l^. ; •• \ , ?̂ !' ■■■ ‘-v  • •"

I C - f b :  j ) ‘ .1 * ■' * *' i ' *•
7 .— (1 ) A ny person  desiring to carry out any o f  the regulated activities 

lis ted . m > S ch ed u le  IV, p t  extract any resource from  a degraded  area shall 
obta in  perm it,from  the relevant M D A s; States or L ocal G overnm ents.

(2 ) ; A n y  person or group o f  persons that fe ll trees in the course of 
carrying o u t any.permifcted activ ity  in desertification  prone areas, as listed in 
S ch ed u les  I and II to these R egu lations, shall bear the resp on sib ility  and duty 
o f  rep lanting fou rfo ld  the num ber o f  trees fe lled  and en su rin g  survival o f the 
planted’trees.

(3 ) A  person  shall not be a llow ed  to fe ll trees in a farm  or range land 
excep t done for agricultural production in w hich case loop in g  w ill be permitted.

. (4 ) A ll form s o f  m ining excep t those approved by appropriate authorities 
. sh a ll b e p r o h ib ite d  in  (areas e ith er  a lrea d y  d eg ra d ed  or threatened  by 
d esertifica tion  and in areas declared as sp ec ia lly  protected  areas.! > . • • •  ! •

• (5 ) A reas that a re  h igh ly  degraded and thereby sh o w in g  v is ib le  signs of
sand d u n e.b u ild -u p s*sh a ll be priority areas for b io lo g ic a l and mechanical 
p r o te c t io n  in  o r d e n to  attain  y eg e ta t id n a l r e su sc ita t io n  and a balanced  
e c o sy s te m s  J .  *ii \r -b  K ;1 ! *

i i
(6 ) E xtant L a w s for the p rotection  arid su sta in a b le  m anagem ent of 

constitu ted  forest, grazing and gam e reserves shall be jo in tly  en forced  between 
the a ffected  State and the A gen cy .

(7 ) In lin e  w ith  regu lation  5 (2 ) o f  tp ese  R eg u la tio n s, S tates and Local 
G overn m en ts sh all set yearly  afforestation  targets for the estab lishm ent of 
sh elterb elts o f  not le s s  than 25  k m /y e a r a n d  w o o d lo ts  o f  not less  than 10 
hectares per year in com b in ation  w ith m ech ah ica l p rotection .

• • . r  in [ I • • i : - • '•
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(8) U nprescribed fire s  as w e ll as uncontrolled fires; are prohibited  
especially on, free rangelands; and the use o f  fires for cultivation or other 
purposes shall be in c o m p lia n c e  w ith  extant State and Local G overnm ent' 
Bye-Laws and the N a tio n a l E n v iro n m en ta l Standards and R egulations  
Enforcement A gen cy  (N E S R E A ) R egu lation s on bush burning.

■ i ’(9) In v iew  o f  the lim iting! w a te f resources inherent in the sem i-arid and
arid lands, adequate irrigational sy stem s shall be provided for all plantations 
established to control d esertifica tio n . j v ■ .

(10) The A g en cy  sh a ll en co u ra g e  the m aintenance o f  existing grazing 
reserves, the estab lish m en t o fjn ew  o n es, the ^ d em a rca tio n  o f existing cattle 
routes and estab lishm ent o f  wjater p o in ts  by relevant M DAs; State and Local 
Governments to a lle v ia te  pasto^ralist’s pressure on degraded,environm ent.

(11) The A g en cy  sh a ll, in collaboration  with relevant M D A s, NGOs, 
CBOs, FB,Os,.carry o u t n a t io n w id e  p u b lic !en lig h ten m en t esp ec ia lly  in 
desertification prone areas, in order to discourage overexploitation o f the fragile 
forests for fuel w o o d  and p rom ote  the use o f  .alternative sources o f  cooking  
energy such as coa l, so lar  co o k ers , k erosene, liquefied  natural gas (LNG) and 
the use of efficient w o o d  s to v e s .

• I » <
(12) Land and, w ater, in c lu d in g  the inherent forest or vegetational 

resources shall be u t ilise d  in a su sta in a b le  m anner .compatible with the 
enhancement o f  the p rod u ctive  and natural potentials o f  such land to provide 
goods and services.

(13) Best practices sh all be applied  in the afforestation and conservation  
practices in the sem i arid and arid areas, w hich  are naturally vulnerable to 
desertification and d eforesta tion  w ith  a v iew  to com bating desertification and 
improving on the natural e c o lo g ic a l sy stem s. '

(14) O n -farn rso il and 'w ater co n serv a tio n , practices shall be applied to 
improve soil fertility, increas^  crop  production and food security and control 
erosion using a co m b in a tio n  o f  a g r o - s i l v i - p a s t o r a l  system  o f  land use.

(15) Land areas subjectj to desertification, deforestation and bush burning, 
shall be rehabilitated  b y  th e e sta b lish m en t o f  com m unity w ood lots and 
shelterbelts, with m u lti-p u rp ose tree sp ec ies and sand dune fixation using both 
mechanical and b io lo g ic a l m ethods.1

(16) D egraded  and d ese r t ific a tio n  prone areas shall be inventoried  
periodically with a v ie w  to p rod u cin g  m aps that show  changes in vegetational 
cover over tim e to g u id e  in rehab ilita tion  d ecision  making.

!i



P e rm it.

Im p lied
Covenant.

(1 7 ) R ational u se  o f  the resources o f  the sem i-arid  and arid lands shall 
be incorporated  in to the national conservation  and d eve lop m en t programmes, 
to  in c lu d e  e ff ic ien t energy saving  d ev ices and adoption o f  go o d  forest and soil 
m anagem en t:an d  w ater conservation  practices reinforced  by the creation of 
m ass pu b lic ity  cam paign  and dissem ination  o f  inform ation.

(18) Subject to sustainable utilisation, the fo llow in g  traditional or essential 
u ses  sh a ll not be subject to the application o f  these R egu lation s except in 
com m ercia l quantities :\ I

■ (a) m ed icin al plants or parts thereof,?edible plants or parts thereof and 
other non-w .ood forest produce such as resins, fruits, sp o n g es , nuts etc ;

(b ) any cu ltivation  where the cultivated area is not m ore than 10% of 
the total L ocal G overnm ent Area providefrbultivation shall be interspersed 
w ith  fruit trees or econ om ic  tree sp ecies.; and

(c) extraction o f  w ood fuel for d om estic  and su b s isten ce  uses. •
8 .— (1 )  S u b ject' to th e p r o v is io n s  o f  th e s e  R e g u la t io n s  and

notw ithstanding any permit issued by State and L ocal G overn m en ts and any 
other authority, a person shall not carryout any activ ity  in a desertification 
prone area w ithout a perm it issued by the A gency .

(2 ) T he procedure for application for perm it in clu d in g  the revocation of 
such perm it is as contained under the N ational E nvironm ental (Perm itting and 
L icensing) R egulations, 2009 . i

I , i i(3 ) A ny person intending to carry out any activ ity  listed  in Schedule IV
to these R egu lations sha 1 apply; to the State for a perr lit.

« * i
9 . It is im plied  in ^riy perm it issu ed  under th ese  R egu lation s that the 

holder o f  any perm it shal
( a )  riot'substantially  a ffect the veg eta tio n , h y d ro lo g y  and ecological 

characteristics o f  th e a r e l b eyon d  the term s and co n d itio n s con ta in ed  in the 
perm it;, v  : , ! j ' j " " ' ' :n: ' ' ' ' ' '

( b) not ass ign  the perm it to any other person  w ith ou t the con sen t o f the 
issu in g  A uthority ; and h  1 . I '

. . ,-v, ■ • I • • • > • ' •)• I ' ‘ ’ T ‘ ' ; • • ■ • '
(c ) w ith in  a period o f  tw o (2 ) years after the exp iration  or revpcation of 

the perm it, restore the area to as near the state it w as as p o ss ib le  prior to the 
com m en cem en t o f  the perm itted h e tiv it ie s f
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10. — (1) E very lan d ow n er, o ccu p ier  or user o f  property sited  in a
degraded land shall h ave a duty to  prevent the d eforesta tion  and degradation  
of the desertification prone areas; and the onus rests on  h im  to m aintain  the  
values of the land. j

I !
(2) Any person w h o  n e g le c ts  or refu ses to protect the o c c u p ied  land  

from degradation under su b -reg u la tio n  (1 ) o f  th is regu la tio n  c o m m its  an 
offence. . j { .. | i

1 I 1 :
P a r t  III— G e n e r a l  P r o v i s i o n s  o n  D r o u g h t  M i t i g a t i o n

• .i ; : ■ .
11. This part shall ap p ly  to jail areas affected  by drought in the e v en t o f

occurrence. j ' ’ jI • ’
12. The objectives o f  Part III o f  these R egu la tion s are to :

i h  ; • • • ’
(a) ensure .th atap p rop riate  p roactive m easures are taken }to a llev ia te

the impacts.of drought at occu rren ce  ; J • .
(ib) ensure that proper criteria  for d eclarin g  drought em e r g e n c ie s  are 

established, so that such declarations are fo llo w ed  up w ith various m itigation  
and response activ ities ;

(c) ensure proper defin ition  o f  the duties and responsib ilities o f  all agen cies  
with respect to drought m a n a g e m e n t;

(d ) identify m itig a tio n  a c tio n s  w h ich  can  be e m p lo y e d  to  a d d ress  
vulnerabilities and red u ce drought im p acts ; and

(e ) identify the p r in c ip a l a c t iv it ie s ,  gro u p s or areas m o s tly  at risk
during drought and d e v e lo p  m itig a t in g  a c tio n s  to red u ce  the im p a cts  o f  
drought. ; j ; •

-I’ • !

13. —(1) Resources in drought-prone areas o f  N igeria  shall be sustainably
utilised in view o f  the inherent fra g ile  nature o f  the e c o sy s te m  typ ica l o f  the  
arid and semi-arid lands. i : 1

(2) Environm ental Im p a ct A sse s s m e n t (E IA ) as required  by law  is  
mandatory for all m ajor a c tiv itie s  to  ensure that drought-prone areas are not 
further exposed to h igh  risks o f  en v iron m en ta l degradation .

: (3) Proactive m e a su r e s , rather than rea c tiv e , in term s o f  a ccu ra te  
prediction of the on set o f  d rought, p ro v is io n  o f  r e lie f m ateria ls, p ro v is io n  o f  
alternative sources o f  w ater for a ffec ted  p eo p le  and liv e sto c k  are essen tia l to  
mitigate the impact o f  drought. ! '

(4) Watershed areas w h ere  th e im pact o f  drought is lik e ly  to be severe  
such as the arid and sem i-arid areas, shall be sustainably m anaged in com pliance  
with the National E nvironm ental (Protection  o f  W atershed, M ountainous, H illy
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and Catchment Areas) Regulations 2009, to ensure the. preservation of the 
ecological integrity.of the Watershed ecosystem and therefore the availability 
of adequate sources of water (lakes, dams, rivers, streams etc.) especially in 
times of drought.

,, Part .IVt- R egulations on, D rought M itigation
' t l -

14, -—(1) The Agency shall monitor and enforce compliance with policies,
plans and programmes as stated in the National Drought Preparedness Plan 
andJDroughtand Desertification Policy of the Federal Ministry of Environment 
(2007) including the,enforcement of the regulations hereby set out to ensure 
that the impact of drought is appreciably mitigated,. .

i - #
(2) The Agency^ in, collaboration with the MDAs, States, Local 

Governments, NGOs, CBOs and FBOs shall conduct public enlightenment 
campaigns on deforestation and afforestation and drought mitigation in areas 
likely to be severely affected by drought to discourage its environmental 
consequences. * | i ■ •

1 5 . — (1) Relevant Line MDAs’shall constitute a Federal LevelI i •
Enforcement Team as listed in Schedule V to these Regulations in accordance 
with,the National Drought Preparedness Plan (2007) by the Federal Ministry 
of Environment.

• t • , i r ;.  • i , ; i ;

(2 ) 'The Federal Level Enforcement Team or Committee shall provide 
leadership and coordinate the mitigation activities of the State and Local 
Government Enforcement Teams. ' : ’

16.— (1) The State G overnm ent shall constitu te  a State Level
• i i i i

Enforcement,Team ,-wipi coinposition jas .listed in Schedule VI to these 
Regulations.and in accordance the Drought Preparedness Action Plan (2007) 
of the Federal Ministry of Environment, i

. f (2) T he S,tate}Leyel Enforcement Team shall coordinate actions, 
im plem ent m itigatio ij |and response program m es and make policy 
recommendations at State level. r  , f . ‘ -

17— (1) All drought affected Local Governments shall constitute a Local 
Government Level Enforcement Team with composition as listed in Schedule 
VII to these Regulations and in accordance, with the Drought Preparedness 
Action Plan (2007) of the Federal Ministry of Environment.

(2) The Monitoring Team shall liaise with the affected communities to 
implement mitigation efforts and policy recommendations at Local Government 
level. , . i
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18. The Agency shall ensure, through public enlightenment and 
enforcement that— .

(a) Communities that are vulnerable to the impacts of drought shall adopt 
better agricultural practices, ,water conservation techniques and rainwater 
harvesting techniques for botl) farming and domestic uses.

(b) For purposes of farming and livestock production, the following best 
practices shall be promoted among drought-prone communities :

rf I \
(/) zero tillage or minimum tillage during crop production:
(ii) cultivation o f drought-resistant, early maturing crop varieties.ft 1
(i/i) the adoption of mixed cropping to reduce the risks associated 

with mono-cultural production system.
(/v) the establishm ent;of grain buffer stocks and food subsidy 

programme shall be encouraged at Local Government levels.
(v) semi-intensive livestock production under the.recommended 

carrying capacity of the land with watering points and supplementary
feeds. ‘ I *

. * v. j • • •
19. —(1) The Agency, in collaboration with relevant line MDAs including

Non Governmental Organisations (NGOs) shall encourage the establishment 
of crisis counselling centres to provide advisory services on health matters 
associated with drought, nutritional and food security including dissemination 
of public information on the dangers of drought such as heat stress, fire risk 
and poor water quality. ; • i i • i • ‘

(2) The Agency in collaboration with relevant institutions, shall encourage
the acquisition and stockpiling of supplementary feeds for drought period.

■ $ , • ! ■ ■ ! •
20. The Agency, .shall, i,n collaboration with relevant MDAs, ensure

adequate control of bush burning through enforcement of extant laws, 
regulations and guidelines to protect ecosystems integrity during drought.

-- . f e ! : -
^ art V — G eneral

21.—(1) Any person Who violates any of the provisions of these 
Regulations commits an offence and shall on conviction be liable to a fine not 
exceeding One Million Naira (N l,000,000.00) or to imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding two years or to both such fine and imprisonment and an additional
fine of ten thousand naira (N 10,000.00) for everyday that the offence subsists.

. . * . •

(2) Any corporate body that violates the provisions of these Regulations, 
shall on conviction, be .liable to a fine not less than Five Million Naira 
(N5,000,000.00) and an additional fine of Fifty Thousand Naira (N50,000.00) 
for everyday that the offence subsists.
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Interpreta
tion.

“A gen cy” means the National Environmental Standards and Regulations 
Enforcement Agency (NESREA) ; !

“A fforesta tion” m|eans establishment of a new forest by planting trees 
on a non forested lanld: conversion of a long period bare or cultivated land 
into forest; the process of establishing a forest on land that is not a forest or 
has not been a.forestjfpr long time by planting trees or their seeds;

“A g ro -s ilv i-p a s to r a l” means a land use system which combines crop, 
forestry and livestock production either sequentially or simultaneously 
on the same land in a homestead farm mostly practiced in semi-arid 
z o n e s ;  | ■ • j

“A ltern a tive  sou rce” means other available source of energy apart from 
fuel wood that can be used to serve the purpose for which fuel wood 
served ;

“A r id  a rea ” means an area or region that is characterised by a severe 
lack of available water to the extent of hindering or even preventing the 
growth and development of plants and animal life ;

“C attle  route” means the designated route by which cattle are moving 
from place to place in search of food and water ;

“C om m ercia l quan tity” means appropriate or sufficient quantity for the 
purposes of trading;

“D ire c to r  G en era l” means Director General/Chief Executive Officer 
of NESREA; i

“D efo res ta tio n ” means the removal of the productive vegetation of a 
forest or essentially the conversion of forest to “other” land uses or 
wasteland having a tree cover of less than 10 percen t;

“D e g ra d e d  la n d ” means the area which has lost part of its capacity for 
biological productivity either in the context of agro ecosystems or as native 
communities of vegetation ; -

“D eser tif ica tio n ” means land degraded in arid, semi-arid and dry sub- 
humid areas resulting from various factors, including climate variations and 
human activities;

“D e se r t” means a barren or desolated area especially a dry often sandy 
region of little rainfall,; extreme temperature and sparse vegetation ;

“D esertifica tio n  p ron e  a rea ” means the region of hot, dry desert or 
undulating surface composed of sand dunes separated by sandy plains and 
low barren h ills; j ; }

“D rou gh t” means a j prolonged and abnormal moisture deficiency, an 
atmospheric phenomenon or natural condition, local or regional, characterised 
by deficiency of precipitation for average use for a period of time longer

22. In these Regulations—

|
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than the dependen t sy s te m s  c a n  a c co m m o d a te  such  that the  eco log ica l 
functions of the a ffe c te d  e c o sy s te m s  a re  p ro fo u n d ly  h am p ered  ;

“Drought m itiga tion” m e a n s  th e  c o n d i t io n  u n d e r  w h ic h  a d ro u g h t  
induced w a te r  s u p p ly  e m e r g e n c y  e x is t s  s p e c i f y in g  th e  a c t io n  th a t  
should be ta k e n  in  r e s p o n s e ,  e . g . - w a t e r  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  w a te r  
availability o u t lo o k  e tc .  .; j > i

“Drought prone area” m e a n s  the  sp ec ific  area  w h ere  th ere  used  to be 
lack of precipitation fo r ra is in g  c rops and  w ater an im al fo r long  and ex tended  
period of abnorm ally  d ry  w e a th e r  th a t cau se s  w a te r sh o rta g e  and  crop  
damage;

“Hydrology” m e a n s  th e  s tu d y  o f  w a te r  on  th e  e a r th  a n d  in  th e  , 
atmosphere, its d is tr ib u tio n , u se s  and  c o n se rv a tio n  ;

“Irrigational system” m e a n s  th e  a rtific ia l sy stem  o f  a p p lic a tio n  o f  w a te r 
to the soil usually fo r a s s is tin g  in  g ro w in g  c ro p s  ;

“Land Owner*' m ea n s  the  o rig in a l o r lega l o w n e r  o f  a sp e c if ic  a rea  o f  
land in Arid and S e m i-a rid  a re a

“Looping” m eans s ilv i - c u ltu ra l o p e ra tio n s  o f  h a rv e s tin g  tre e  b ra n c h e s  
and leaves for-the dual p u rp o se  o f  feed in g  liv esto ck  w h ile  e n su rin g  su n lig h t 
penetration to en co u ra g e  c ro p s  o r  v e g e ta tio n a l u n d e rg ro w th  ;

“Minister” m eans F e d e ra l M in is te r  in ch a rg e  o f  m a tte rs  c o n n e c te d  w ith  
the environm ent;

“Occupier” m eans a p e rso n  in  o c c u p a tio n  o f  any  land  on w h ich  th e re  is 
a Drought or D ese rtifica tio n  ;

“Person” includes n a tu ra l a n d  a rtific ia l p e rso n s ;
“Pasture land” m ean s a f ie ld  c o v e re d  w ith  g rass  o r  h e rb a g e  an d  su ita b le  

for grazing by l iv e s to c k ;
“Reforestation” m ean s  th e  re -e s ta b lish m e n t o f  fo re s t and  v e g e ta tio n  o f  

exploited or clear fe lled  fo re s ts  w ith in  a p e rio d  no t less  a n d  m o re  th an  50  
years ;

“Relevant MDAs” m eans F edera l M in istries, D epartm en ts and  A gencies ; 
“Sand dune” m eans a r id g e  o r  h ill o f  san d  c re a te d  by  the  w in d ; fo u n d  in 

arid and sem i-arid, d e se r t  o r  n e a r  lak e  o r o c ean s  ;
“Shelter belt” is a p la n ta tio n  u su a lly  m ad e  up  o f  o n e  o r m o re  ro w s o f  

hees or shrubs p lan ted  in  su ch ; a  m a n n e r  as to p ro te c t the  lan d  a g a in s t
violent w inds; 1* »

“Soil conservation” m e a n s  th e  m a n a g e m e n t o f  so il to p re v e n t o r  red u ce  
soil erosion and d e p le tio n  by  w in d  a n d  w a t e r ;

“Specially protected area” m ea n s  any  a rea  o f  in te r-tid a l o r  su b -tid a l 
terrain, together w ith  its  o v e r ly in g  w a te r  and  a sso c ia te d  f lo ra  and  fauna, 
historical and cu ltu ra l fe a tu re s , Iwhich has  been  re se rv e d  by law  o r o th er 
effectiye means to p ro te c t p a r t  o r  th e  e n tire  e n c lo se d  e n v ir o n m e n t ;

i
i
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Citation.

i

* “W atershed” m e a n s  a  r id g e  o f  h igh  land  d iv id in g  tw o  areas that are 
d ra in e d  b y  d if fe re n t  r iv e r  s y s te m s ;
i “Water resources*; m e a n s  all th e  w a te r  b o d ie s  fre sh , sa lt, underground 
a n d : s u r f a c e  th a t  s u p p ly  w a te r  fo r  fo o d  p ro d u c tio n  a n d  o th e r essential 
u s e s  • ■ " |

“Water provision” m ean s  the su p p ly  o f  g ro u n d w a te r  and  surface water 
in  a  g iv e n  a re a  ; i . r

“Wetland*  m e a n s  a  lo w la n d  a re a , su c h  as m a rsh  o r sw am p that is 
s a tu ra te d  w ith  m o is tu re , e sp ec ia lly  w hen  re g a rd e d  as the  natural habitat of 
w i ld l i f e ;

“ Wildlife” m ea n s  w ild  an im als  o r v eg e ta tio n ; e sp ec ia lly  anim als living in 
a  n a tu ra l, un  d o m e s tic a te d  s ta te  ;

“ Woodlot” m ea n s  a p riv a te  a rea  re s tr ic te d  to  g ro w in g  o f  forest trees 
e.g. T im b e r  fo r  b u ild in g  m ate ria ls  o r  fo r fu e l..

2 3 . T h e s e  R e g u la tio n s  m ay  be c ite d  as th e  N a tio n a l Environmental 
(D e se r tif ic a tio n  C o n tro l and  D ro u g h t M itig a tio n )  R e g u la tio n s , 2011.

: j
• ' ■ ■ . • i ’ •

i ’ f: ■ . . .
: ( . j

" 1 • !.
: V . ! , .  ' ; i• ! . • i

J- j . j !

■ v • j  i 

’* . « ' » .
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A P art V I— SCHEDULES

Schedule I Regulations 4(1) and 7(2) 

List of Frontline States/D esertification Prone Areas in N igeria

(1) A dam aw a

(2) Bauchi

(3) Bom o

(4) Gom be

(5) Jigaw a

(6) Kano

(7) K atsina

(8) Kebbi '

(9) Sokoto

(10) Yobe ' • •

(11) Zam fara

Schedule II
1

Regulations 4. 7(2)

List of Desertification T hreatened or Buffer Zone States
. | .

(1) Benue

(2) Federal C ap ita l T erri toiry (F C T )

(3) Kaduna
(4) Kogi
(5) Kwara * ' -  1

(6) Nasarawa 1
(7) Niger
(8) P l a t e a u n.- \
(9) Taraba

h r / ' r  -': 1 : f1

/• *} r.’ I . s i-j J L'.itlj-. > i i :

I i
,, ‘ • r  ; •• •:

/



\ Schedule III
R egister of S pecially P rotected Areas 

Registration No. NESREA/DPA : !
«>

Affected Area with details

Location (village, L G A ):
I ,

Activities being carried out in the area :

Nature of Environmental Degradation :
I

Occurring : 1.........t............ 2...................... 3..
Likely to occur : L.J...............2.......................3

. * j j . ;
Remarks:
. . . . . . . . . J . ; ' ,  . . .  > *

i . ’
.................................................................................................. i ; ...........

D a te S ig n a tu r e

S chedule IV R e g u la t io n s  7(1) and  8(3)
P rohibited A ctivities in the A rid and S emi A rid A rea

(1) Felling o f trees of cutting of branches without permit.
(2) Land clearing.
(3) Earth disturbing activities. . ,
(4) Extraction of specific resources for export or commercial uses without 

permit contrary to the Regulations on Access and Benefit Sharing, 2008.
(5) Bush burning.
(6) Grazing.
(7) Cultivation of marginal land.
(8) Agriculture without permit.



Schedule V Regulations 15(1)

Composition of the F ederal E n f o r c e m e n t  T eam  

The membership of the Federal Enforcement Team shall be as follows :

1. Federal Ministry of Environment (Coordinating Agency), .
2. Federal Ministry of Water Resources. 1
3. Federal Ministry of Aviation, (Nigerian Metrological Agency).
4. Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
5. Federal Ministry of Scienci and Technology (Biotechnology).
6. Federal Ministry of Information ana National Orientation Agency.
7. Federal Ministry of ,Finance.j . . , j .
8. Federal Ministry of Women Affairs. j ,.jM. ‘t .

9. Federal Ministry of Education (Secondary and Tertiary).
10. Federal Ministry of Inter-dfovemmental Affairs, Youth Development

and Special Duties. j ! . i; ..j A.. . .
11. Federal Ministry of Integration and Co-operation in Africa.
12. Federal Ministry of Power and Steel.
13. Federal Ministry of Justice.
14. Federal Ministry of Health. ̂
15. Federal Ministry of Defence.
16. Federal Ministry of Youth Development.
17. Federal Road Safety Corps
18. National Orientation Agency.
19. National. Emergency Management Agency (NEMA).
20. National Space research Development Agency.,
21. National Council, on Shelterbelt, Afforestation, Flood and Coastal 

Erosion.
22. National Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement 

Agency.(NESREA). . . . .
23. National Planning Commission.

National Population Commission. .. . . . . . .
^  National Parks .
6̂. Energy Commission of Nigeria. , , .

^Ecological Fund Office (The Presidency).
^  Chairman, Senate Committee on Environment.

Chairman, House Committee on Environment.



30. D evelopm ent Partners.
31. Representative of Financial Institutions.
32. Universities^ 1
33. T he N igeria Police. : i >•
34. N igeria Security and Civil Defence Corps.
35. N G Os and CBOs (including Red Cross),

■: ,nri >'i> i.rv* • Schedule :y j . . ■ ..Regulations 16(1)

v 'i'>'Composition of 'The State 'Enforcement Team 

The membership of the State Enforcement Team Shall be as follows:
1. Secretary to the State Government."
2. M inistry o f Environment (Co-ordinating Agency).
3. M inistry of Agriculture.
4. M inistry o f Water Resources.
5. M inistry o f Finance.
6. M inistry o f Women Affairs.
7. M inistry of Information.
8. M inistry o f Local Government and Chieftaincy Affairs.
9. M inistry o f Education.

10. M inistry o f Health.
11. N ational Environm ental Standards and Regulations Enforcement 

A gency (NESREA).
12. S ta te  F ie ld  Offjice, Federal M inistry  Of A griculture and Rural

D evelopm ent (FMARD). f"  ' ;
13. State Field Offic^,1 Federal Ministry of Environment
14. State M etrological Inspectors.
15. M anagirtg ljirec |o rs 6f River Bdsin Authorities. 1
16. Chairm an, House o f Assembly Committee on Environment.
17. Com ptroller o f Customs. j " '■'■■■ '
18. Com ptroller o f Immigration. '!
19. Com m issioner oljPolice. j
20. NGOs, CBOs and FBOs (including Red Cross, etc.)



Schedule VII Regulations 17(1)
i

Composition of the| Local Enforcement T eam 

The membership of the Local Enforcement Team shall be as follow s:
I j

1. Chairman, Local Government.
2. Head of Agriculture. ;
3. Head of Health Services.
4. Head of Information. t
5. National Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement 

Agency (NESREA). j
6. Divisional Forestry Officer.
7. Divisional Police Officer. J
8. Representative of Traditional Rulers Council.
9. Two Representatives of Religious Organisations.

10. NGOs, CBOs and FBOs (including Red Cross).

Made at Abuja this 28th day of April, 2011.

M r Jo h nO dey 
H on ou rab le  M inister, 

F ederal M in istry  o f  E nvironm ent


