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F R E E D O M  O F  IN F O R M A T IO N  A C T , 2011

A r r a n g e m e n t  o r  S e c t i o n s

A 33

S e c tio n  :

1. ■ R ights o f  a c cess  to records.
2. Inform ation  about public institutions.
3 .  R eq u est for a ccess  to records.
4. T im e  for granting or refusing application.
5. T ransfer o f  app lication .
6. E x ten sio n  o f  tim e lim it for granting or refusing application.
7. W here a c c e ss  is refused .
8. F ees.
9. R ecord  k eep in g  and m aintenance o f  records.

10. D estru ction  or fa lsifica tion  o f  records.
11. E xem p tion  o f  international affairs and d efen ce .

« i i
12. E xem p tion  o f  law  en forcem en t and investigation .
13. Training o f  o ffic ia ls  on the right to inform ation and on the e ffe c tiv e

im p lem en ta tion  o f  this A ct.
14. E xem p tion  o f  personal inform ation .
15. E xem p tion  o f  third party inform ation .
16. E xem p tion  o f  p ro fession a l or other p riv ileges conferred  by la w .

17. E xem p tion  o f  co u rse  or research m aterial.
18. Severab ijity .
19. D en ia l by a pub lic  institute to d isc lo se  records.
20 . Judicia l review .
21 . H earing in a sum m ary w ay.
2 2 . A c c e ss  to in form ation  by the Court.
2 3 . C ourt to take p recautions against d isc lo s in g  in form ation .
24 . Burden o f  proof.
25 . Order to d is c lo se  in form ation .
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26. E xem pted m ateria ls.

27. P rotection  o f  public  officers.

28. D ocum ents under c lassifica tion .

29. S ubm ission  o f  reports.

30. C om plim en tary  p rocedures.

31. In terpreta tion .

32. C itation .
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F R E E D O M  O F  IN F O R M A T IO N  A C T  
2011 A c t N o. 4

A n  A c t  t o  m a k e  P u b l i c  R e c o r d s  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  m o r e  f r e e l y  
A v a i l a b l e , P r o v i d e  f o r  P u b l i c  A c c e s s t o  P u b l i c  R e c o r d s  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n , 

P r o t e c t  P u b l i c  R e c o r d s  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  E x t e n t  C o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
t h e  P u b l i c  I n t e r e s t  a n d  t h e  Pr o t e c t i o n  o f  P e r s o n a l  P r i v a c y , P r o t e c t  
S e r v i n g  P u b l i c  O f f i c e r s  f r o m  A d v e r s e  C o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  D i s c l o s i n g  

C e r t a i n  K i n d s  o f  O f f i c i a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h o u t  A u t h o r i z a t i o n  a n d  
E s t a b l i s h  P r o c e d u r e s  f o r  t h e  A c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h o s e  P u r p o s e s  a n d  ;

f o r  R e l a t e d  M a t t e r s .

! [2 8 //i c la y  o f  M a y , 2011]

E n a c t e d  by the N ational A ssem bly o f  the Federal Republic o f  N igeria —
1. — (1) N otw ith stan d in g  anything contained in any other A ct. law  or 

regulation , the right o f  any person to a ccess or request inform ation , w hether  
or not con ta in ed  in any w ritten form , w hich  is in the custody or p o ssessio n  o f  
any pub lic  o ff ic ia l, a g en cy  or institution  h o w so ev er  described , is estab lished .

(2 ) An applicant under this A ct needs not dem onstrate any sp ec ific  
interest in the in form ation  b ein g  applied  for.

(3 ) A ny person en titled  to the right to inform ation under this A ct, shall 
have the right to institu te p roceed in gs in the Court to com pel any public  
institution  to co m p ly  w ith  the p rov ision s o f  this Act.

2 . — (1 ) A p u b lic  in stitu tio n  sh a ll en su re that it records and  k eep s  
in form ation  about all its a c tiv itie s , operations and b u sin esses.

(2 )  A p u b lic  in s t itu t io n  sh a ll en su re  the proper o rg a n iza tio n  and  
m aintenance o f  all in form ation  in its custody in a m anner that facilitates public  
a ccess  to su ch  in form ation .

(3 ) A pu b lic  in stitu tion  shall cau se  to be published in a ccord an ce w ith  
su b -sectio n  (4 ) o f  this sec tio n , the fo llo w in g  inform ation—

( a )  a descrip tion  o f  the organization  and responsib ilities o f  the institution  
in c lu d in g  d eta ils  o f  the program m es and functions o f  each d iv is io n , branch  
and departm ent o f  the institu tion  ;

(Z?) a list o f  all—
( 0  c la s se s  o f  records under the control o f  the institu tion  in su ffic ien t  

detail to fa c ilita te  the ex e r c ise  o f  the right to in form ation  under this A ct, 
and

(//)  m anuals used  by e m p lo y e e s  o f  the institution  in ad m in isterin g  or 
carrying out any o f  the program m es or activ ities  o f  the institution  ;
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(c) a d escrip tion  o f  d o cu m en ts  c o n ta in in g  f in a l o p in io n s  includ ing  
co n cu rr in g  and d is s e n t in g  o p in io n s  as w e l l  a s o r d e r s  m a d e  in the 
adjudication o f  c a s e s ;

(c l) docu m en ts con ta in in g—

(i) substantive rules o f  the in stitu tion ,
( / / ) statem ents and in terpretations o f  p o lic y  w h ic h  h a v e  b een  adopted  

by the institution ,
(Hi)final p lanning p o lic ie s , r e c o m m e n d a tio n s , and d e c is io n s  ;

(/v) factual reports, in sp ectio n  reports, and  s tu d ie s  w h e th e r  prepared  
by or for the institu tion  ;

(v) inform ation relating to the receip t or e x p e n d itu re  o f  p u b lic  or other 
funds o f  the in stitu tion  ;

(vi) the n a m es, sa la r ie s , t i t le s ,  an d  d a te s  o f  e m p lo y m e n t  o f  all 
. e m p lo y ees  and o ff icers  o f  the in stitu tio n  •

(vii) the rights o f  the sta te , p u b lic  in s t itu t io n s , or  o f  a n y  private  
p e r s o n (s ) ;

a

( v i i i )  the nam e o f  ev ery  o ff ic ia l and the fin a l reco rd s o f  v o t in g  in all 
p ro ceed in g s o f  the in stitu tion  ;
(e ) a list o f—

(/) f i le s  co n ta in in g  a p p lica tio n s  for an y  c o n tra c t, p erm it, grants, 
l ic e n se s  or a greem en ts,

0*0 reports, docum ents, studies, or pub lications prepared by independent 
contractors for the institution, and

(in ) m aterials co n ta in in g  in form ation  re la tin g  to any grant or contract  
m ade by or b etw een  the in stitu tion  and an oth er  p u b lic  in stitu tio n  or
private o rgan iza tion  ; !

i :
(/)  the title  and address o f  the appropriate o f f ic e r  o f  th e in stitu tio n  to 

w h o m  an ap p lica tion  for in form ation  u n der th is  A c t  sh a ll b e  sen t, p rov id ed  
that the fa ilu re o f  any p u b lic  in stitu tion  to  p u b lish  any  in fo rm a tio n  under  
th is su b sectio n  sh a ll not p reju d ic ia lly  a ffe c t  th e  p u b lic ’s r igh t o f  a c c e s s  to  
in form ation  in the cu sto d y  o f  su ch  p u b lic  in stitu tio n .

(4 ) A  p u b lic  jinstitution sh a ll en su re  that in fo rm a tio n  referred  to  in this 
sectio n  is w id e ly  d issem in a ted  and, m ad e  rea d ily  a v a ila b le  to m em b ers  o f  the 
p u b lic  through variou s m ean s, in c lu d in g  print, e le c tr o n ic  and  o n lin e  so u r c e s , 
and at the o ff ic e s  o f  su ch  p u b lic  in stitu tion s.

(5 ) A  p u b lic  in stitu tion  sh all update and r e v ie w  in fo rm a tio n  req u ired  to  
be p u b lish ed  under th is se c t io n  p e r io d ic a lly , and im m e d ia te ly  w h e n e v e r  
ch a n g es  occur.

Freedom of Information Act
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( 6 )  A  p e r s o n  e n t i t le d  to  th e  r ig h t  o f  a c c e s s  c o n f e r r e d  b y  th is  A c t  s h a ll  
h a v e  th e  r ig h t  to  in s t i t u t e  p r o c e e d in g s  in  th e  C o u r t  to  c o m p e l  a n y  p u b l ic  
in s t i t u t io n  to  c o m p ly  w i t h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  th is  s e c t io n .

( 7 )  P u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n s  a r e ja l l  a u th o r i t ie s  w h e t h e r  e x e c u t iv e ,  l e g is la t iv e
o r  j u d i c i a l  a g e n c ie s ,  m in is t r i e s ,  a n d  e x t r a - m in is t e r ia l  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  th e  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a l l  c o r p o r a t io n s  e s t a b l is h e d  b y  l a w  a n d  a l l  
c o m p a n ie s  in  w h i c h  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a c o n t r o l l i n g  in t e r e s t ,  a n d  p r i v a t e  
c o m p a n ie s  u t i l i z i n g  p u b l ic  fu n d s ,  p r o v id in g  p u b l ic  s e r v ic e s  o r  p e r f o r m in g  
p u b l ic  f u n c t io n s .  1

3 .  — ( 1 )  A n  a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  a c c e s s  to  a re c o rd  o r  in f o r m a t io n  u n d e r  th is  
A c t  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  S e c t io n  1 o f  th is  A c t .

( 2 )  F o r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  th is  A c t ,  a n y  in f o r m a t io n  o r  re c o r d  a p p l ie d  fo r  
u n d e r  th is  A c t  th a t  d o e s  n o t  e x is t  in  p r in t  b u t  c a n  b y  r e g u la t io n  b e  p r o d u c e d  
f r o m  a  m a c h in e ,  n o r m a l l y  u s e d 1 b y  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  s h a ll  
b e  d e e m e d  to  b e  re c o rd  u n d e r  th e  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  p u b l ic  in s t i tu t io n .

( 3 )  I l l i t e r a t e  o r  d is a b le d  a p p l ic a n ts  w h o  b y  v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  i l l i t e r a c y  o r  
d is a b i l i t y  a re  u n a b le  to  m a k e  a n  a p p l ic a t io n  fo r  a c c e s s  to  in f o r m a t io n  o r  r e c o r d  
in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  s u b - s e c t io n  ( 1 )  o f  th is  s e c t io n ,  m a y  m a k e  
th a t  a p p l i c a t io n  t h r o u g h  a  t h i r d  p a r ty .

( 4 )  A n  a u t h o r iz e d  o f f i c i a l  o f  a g o v e r n m e n t  o r  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  to  w h o m  
a n  a p p l ic a n t  m a k e s  a n  o r a l  a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  in f o r m a t io n  o r  r e c o r d ,  s h a ll  r e d u c e  
th e  a p p l i c a t io n  in t o  w r i t i n g  in  th e  m a n n e r  p r e s c r ib e d  u n d e r  s u b - s e c t io n  ( 1 )  o f  
th is  S e c t io n  a n d  s h a l l  p r o v id e  a  c o p y  o f  th e  w r i t t e n  a p p l ic a t io n  to  th e  a p p l ic a n t .

4 .  W h e r e  in f o r m a t i o n  is  a p p l ie d  f o r  u n d e r  th is  A c t ,  th e  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  
to  w h ic h  th e  a p p l i c a t io n  is  m a d e  s h a l l ,  s u b je c t  to  S e c t io n s  6 ,  7 ,  a n d  8  o f  th is  
A c t ,  w i t h i n  7  d a y s  a f t e r  th e  a p p l i c a t io n  is  r e c e iv e d —

{ a )  m a k e  th e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b le  to  th e  a p p l i c a n t ;
(b )  w h e r e  th e  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  c o n s id e r s  th a t  th e  a p p l ic a t io n  s h o u ld  b e  

d e n ie d ,  th e  in s t i t u t io n  s h a l l  g iv e  w r i t t e n  n o t ic e  to  th e  a p p l i c a n t  th a t  a c c e s s  
to  a l l  o r  p a r t  o f  th e  in f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  b e  g r a n te d ,  s ta t in g  re a s o n s  f o r  th e  
d e n ia l ,  a n d  th e  s e c t io n  o f  th is  A c t  u n d e r  w h ic h  th e  d e n ia l  is  m a d e .

5 .  — ( 1 )  W h e r e  a  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  r e c e iv e s  a n  a p p l i c a t io n  f o r  a c c e s s  to  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  th e  in s t i t u t io n  is  o f  th e  v i e w  th a t  a n o t h e r  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  
h a s  g r e a t e r  in t e r e s t  in  th e  in f o r m a t i o n ,  th e  in s t i t u t io n  to  w h ic h  th e  a p p l i c a t io n  
is  m a d e  m a y  w i t h i n  3  d a y s  b u t  n o t  la t e r  th a n  7  d a y s  a f t e r  th e  a p p l i c a t io n  is  
r e c e iv e d ,  t r a n s f e r  th e  a p p l i c a t io n ,  a n d  i f  n e c e s s a ry ,  th e  i n f o r m a t io n  to  th e  
o t h e r  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  in  w h i c h  c a s e ,  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  t r a n s f e r r i n g  th e  
a p p l i c a t io n  s h a l l  g iv e  w r i t t e n  n o t ic e  o f  th e  t r a n s f e r  to  th e  a p p l ic a n t ,  w h ic h  
n o t ic e  s h a l l  c o n t a in  a  s t a t e m e n t  in f o r m i n g  th e  a p p l i c a n t  th a t  s u c h  d e c is io n  to  
t r a n s f e r  th e  a p p l i c a t io n  c a n  b e  r e v ie w e d  b y  th e  C o u r t .
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Extension of 
lime limit 
for granting 
or refusing 
application.

Where 
access is 
refused.

Fees.

( 2 )  W h e r e  a n  a p p l i c a t io n  is  t r a n s f e r r e d  u n d e r  s u b s e c t i o n  ( 1 ) .  t h c 
a p p lic a t io n  s h a ll  b e  d e e m e d  to  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  to  th e  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  to  
w h ic h  it w a s  t r a n s fe r r e d  o n  th e  d a y  th e  p u b l ic  i n s t i t u t i o n  r e c e i v e d  it .

( 3 )  F o r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  s u b - s e c t io n  ( 1 ) .  a  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  " a  g r e a t e r
in te re s t”  in  in f o r m a t io n  i f —  • .

( a )  th e  in f o r m a t io n  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  p r o d u c e d  in  o r  f o r  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  ; o r
( b ) in  th e  c a s e  o f  in f o r m a t io n  n o t o r i g i n a l l y  p r o d u c e d  in  o r  f o r  th e  p u b l ic  

in s t i t u t io n ,  th e  In s t i t u t io n  w a s  th e  f i r s t  p u b l ic  i n s t i t u t i o n  to  r e c e i v e  th e  
in fo r m a t io n .

6 . T h c  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  m a y  e x t e n d  th e  t im e  l i m i t  s e t  o u t  in  s e c t io n  5 
o r  s e c t io n  6  in  re s p e c t  o f  a n  a p p l i c a t io n  f o r  a  t i m e  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  7  d a y s  i f —

( a )  th e  a p p l ic a t io n  is  f o r  a la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c o r d s  a n d  m e e t i n g  th e  
o r ig in a l  t im e  l i m i t  w o u ld  u n r e a s o n a b ly  in t e r f e r e  w i t h  th e  o p e r a t io n s  o f  th e  
p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  ; o r

( b )  c o n s u lta t io n s  a re  n e c e s s a ry  to  c o m p ly  w i t h  th e  a p p l i c a t io n  t h a t  c a n n o t  
re a s o n a b ly  b e  c o m p le t e d  w i t h i n  th e  o r i g i n a l  t i m e  l i m i t ,  b y  g i v i n g  n o t i c e  o f  
th e  e x te n s io n  s ta t in g  w h e t h e r  th e  e x t e n s io n  f a l ls  u n d e r  th e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
s e t o u t  in  th is  s e c t io n ,  w h ic h  n o t ic e  s h a l l  c o n t a in  a  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  th e  
a p p l ic a n t  h a s  a  r ig h t  to  h a v e  th e  d e c is io n  to  e x t e n d  th e  t im e  l i m i t  r e v i e w e d  
b y  th e  C o u r t .

7 .  — ( 1 )  W h e r e  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  re fu s e s  to  g iv e  a c c e s s  
to  a  re c o rd  o r  in fo r m a t io n  a p p lie d  fo r  u n d e r  th is  A c t ,  o r  a  p a r t  th e r e o f ,  th e  i n s t i tu t io n  
s h a ll s ta te  in  th e  n o t ic e  g iv e n  to  th e  a p p l ic a n t  th e  g r o u n d s  f o r  th e  r e f u s a l ,  th e  
s p e c if ic  p r o v is io n  O f th is  A c t  th a t  it  re la te s  to  a n d  th a t  th e  a p p l ic a n t  h a s  a  r ig h t  to  
c h a lle n g e  th e  d e c is io n  r e fu s in g  a c c e s s  a n d  h a v e  it  r e v ie w e d  b y  a  C o u r t .

( 2 )  A  n o t i f ic a t io n  o f  d e n ia l  o f  a n y  a p p l i c a t io n  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  r e c o r d s  
s h a ll  s ta te  th e  n a m e s ,  d e s ig n a t io n  a n d  s ig n a t u r e ,  o f  e a c h  p e r s o n  r e s p o n s ib le  
f o r  th e  d e n ia l  o f  s u c h  a p p l ic a t io n .

( 3 )  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  s h a l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  to  i n d i c a t e  
u n d e r  s u b -s e c t io n  ( 1 )  o f  th is  s e c t io n  w h e t h e r  th e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  r e c o r d  e x is t s ,

( 4 )  W h e r e  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  p u b l ic  i n s t i t u t i o n  f a i l s  to  g i v e  a c c e s s  to  
in f o r m a t io n  o r  re c o r d  a p p l ie d  f o r  u n d e r  th is  A c t  o r  p a r t  t h e r e o f  w i t h i n  th e  
t im e  l i m i t  s e t o u t  in  th is  A c t ,  th e  in s t i t u t io n  *> h a ll, f o r  th e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h is  A c t ,  
b e  d e e m e d  to  h a v e  re fu s e d  to  g iv e  a c c e s s .

( 5 )  W h e r e  a  c a s e  o f  w r o n g f u l  d e n ia l  o f  a c c e s s  is  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e  
d e f a u l t in g  o f f i c e r  o r  in s t i t u t io n  c o m m it s  a n  o f f e n c e  a n d  is  l i a b l e  o n  c o n v i c t i o n  
to  a  f in e  o f  N 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 .' . . t

■ 8 .  F e e s  s h a l l  b e  l im i t e d  to  s ta n d a r d  c h a r g e s  f o r  d o c u m e n t  d u p l i c a t i o n  
a n d  t r a n s c r ip t io n  w h e r e  n e c e s s a ry .



9 .  — ( I ) E v e r y  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  s h a ll  e n s u r e  th a t  i t  k e e p s  
e v e r y  i n f o r m a t io n  o r  r e c o r d  y ib o u t th e  in s t i t u t io n ’ s o p e r a t io n s ,  p e r s o n n e l ,  
a c t iv i t ie s  a n d  o t h e r  r e l e v a n t  o r  r e la te d  in f o r m a t io n  o r  re c o rd s .

( 2 )  E v e r y  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  s h a ll  e n s u r e  th e  p r o p e r  
o r g a n iz a t io n  a n d  m a in t e n a n c e  o f  a l l  in f o r m a t io n  o r  re c o rd  in  its  c u s to d y ,  in  a  
m a n n e r  th a t  f a c i l i t a t e s  p u b l ic  a c c e s s  to  s u c h  in f o r m a t io n  o r  r e c o r d  u n d e r  th is  
A c t .

1 0 .  I t  is  a  c r i m in a l  o f f e n c e  p u n is h a b le  o n  c o n v ic t io n  b y  th e  C o u r t  w i t h  
a m in im u m  o f  l y e a r  im p r is o n m e n t  f o r  a n y  o f f i c e r  o r  h e a d  o f  a n y  g o v e r n m e n t  
o r  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  to  w h ic h  th is  A c t  a p p l ie s  to  w i l l f u l l y  d e s t r o y  a n y  re c o rd s  
k e p t  in  h is  c u s t o d y  o r  a t t e m p t  to  d o c t o r  o r  o t h e r w is e  a l t e r  s a m e  b e f o r e  th e y  
a re  r e le a s e d  to  a n y  p e r s o n ,  e n t i t y  o r  c o m m u n i t y  a p p ly in g  fo r  it .

1 1 .  — ( 1 )  A  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  m a y  d e n y  an  a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  a n y  in f o r m a t io n  
th e  d is c lo s u r e  o f  w h ic h  m a y  b e  in ju r io u s  to  th e  c o n d u c t  o f  in te r n a t io n a l  a f f a i r s  
a n d  th e  d e f e n c e  o f  th e  F e d e r a l  R e p u b l ic  o f  N ig e r ia .

( 2 )  N o t w i t h s t a n d in g  s u b - s e c t io n  ( 1 ) ,  an  a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  in f o r m a t io n  s h a ll  
n o t b e  d e n ie d  w h e r e  th e  p u b l ic  in te r e s t  in  d is c lo s in g  th e  in f o r m a t io n  o u tw e ig h s  
w h a t e v e r  i n j u r y  t h a t  d is c lo s u r e  w o u ld  c a u s e .

1 2 .  — ( 1 )  A  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  m a y  d e n y  an  a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  a n y  in f o r m a t io n  
w h ic h  c o n t a in s —

( a )  r e c o r d s  c o m p i l e d  b y  a n y  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o c e e d in g s  a n d  b y  a n y  la w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o r  c o r r e c t io n a l  
a g e n c y  f o r  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  p u r p o s e s  o r  fo r  in te r n a l  m a t te r s  o f  a  p u b l ic  
i n s t i t u t io n ,  b u t  o n ly  to  th e  e x t e n t  th a t  d is c lo s u r e  w o u ld —

( 0  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  p e n d in g  o r  a c tu a l  a n d  r e a s o n a b ly  c o n t e m p la t e d  
l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o c e e d in g s  c o n d u c te d  b y  a n y  la w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o r  
c o r r e c t io n a l  a g e n c y ,

( / / )  in t e r f e r e  w i t h  p e n d in g  a d m i n is t r a t i v e  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o c e e d in g s  
c o n d u c t e d  b y  a n y  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n ,

( / / / )  d e p r iv e  a  p e r s o n  o f  a  f a i r  t r i a l  o r  a n  im p a r t ia l  h e a r in g ,
( / v )  u n a v o id a b ly  d is c lo s e  th e  id e n t i t y  o f  a  c o n f id e n t ia l  s o u r c e ,
( v )  c o n s t i t u t e  a n  in v a s io n  o f  p e r s o n a l  p r iv a c y  u n d e r  s e c t io n  1 5  o f  th is  

A c t ,  e x c e p t ,  w h e r e  th e  in te r e s t  o f  th e  p u b l ic  w o u ld  b e  b e t t e r  s e r v e d  b y  
h a v in g  s u c h  r e c o r d  b e in g  m a d e  a v a i l a b le ,  th is  e x e m p t io n  to  d is c lo s u r e  
s h a l l  n o t  a p p ly ,  a n d

( v i )  o b s t r u c t  a n  o n g o in g  c r i m i n a l  in v e s t ig a t io n  ; a n d
( b )  i n f o r m a t i o n  th e  d is c lo s u r e  o f  w h ic h  c o u ld  r e a s o n a b ly  b e  e x p e c t e d  to  

b e  in ju r io u s  to  th e  s e c u r i t y  o f  p e n a l  in s t i t u t io n s .
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( 2 )  N o tw ith s ta n d in g  a n y th in g  c o n t a in e d  in  th is  s e c t io n ,  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  
fo r  in fo rm a t io n  s h a ll n o t b e  d e n ie d  w h e r e  th e  p u b l ic  in t e r e s t  in  d is c lo s in g  th e  
in fo rm a t io n  o u tw e ig h s  w h a te v e r  in ju r y  th a t  d is c lo s u r e  w o u l d  c a u s e .

(3 )  A  p u b lic  in s t itu t io n  m a y  d e n y  an  a p p l i c a t io n  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  th a t  
c o u ld  re a s o n a b ly  be e x p e c te d  to  f a c i l i t a t e  th e  c o m m is s io n  o f  a n  o f f e n c e .

(4 )  F o r  the  p u rp o s e s  o f  s e c t io n  ( 1 )  (<v), “ e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o c e e d in g '*  m e a n s  
an in v e s t ig a t io n  th a t—

(a )  p e rta in s  to  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o r  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  a n y  A c t .  l a w  o r  

re g u la t io n  ;

( / ; )  is a u th o r iz e d  b y  o r  p u rs u a n t  to  a n y  A c t ,  l a w  o r  r e g u la t io n .

1 3 . E v e r y  g o v e rn m e n t  o r  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  mu?? ensure th e  p r o v is io n  
o f  a p p r o p r ia te  t r a in in g  fo r  its  o f f i c i a l s  o n  th e  p u b l i c 's  r ig h t  to  a c c e s s  to  
in fo rm a t io n  o r  re c o rd s  h e ld  b y  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n s ,  as  p r o v id e d  
fo r  in  th is  A c t  a n d  fo r  th e  e f f e c t iv e  im p le m e n t a t io n  o f  th is  A c t .
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1 4 .— ( 1 )  S u b je c t  to  s u b s e c t io n  ( .2 ) , a p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  m u s t  d e n y  a n  
a p p lic a t io n  fo r  in fo r m a t io n  th a t c o n ta in s  p e r s o n a l in f o r m a t io n  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
e x e m p te d  u n d e r  th is  s u b s e c t io n  in c lu d e s —

(a )  f i le s  a n d  p e rs o n a l in f o r m a t io n  m a in t a in e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to  c l i e n t s ,  
p a tie n ts , re s id e n ts , s tu d e n ts , o r  o th e r  in d iv id u a ls  r e c e iv in g  s o c ia l ,  m e d i c a l ,  
e d u c a t io n a l,  v o c a t io n a l ,  f in a n c ia l ,  s u p e r v is o r y  o r  c u s t o d ia l  c a r e  o r  s e r v ic e s  
d ir e c t ly  o r  in d ir e c t ly  f r o m  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n s  ;

( b ) p e r s o n n e l f i le s  a n d  p e rs o n a l in f o r m a t io n  m a in t a in e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to  
e m p lo y e e s ,  a p p o in te e s  o r  e le c te d  o f f i c i a l s  o f  a n y  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  
a p p lic a n ts  fo r  s u c h  p o s i t io n s ;

( c )  f i le s  a n d  p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t io n  m a i n t a i n e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to  a n y  
a p p l ic a n t ,  re g is tra n t  o r  l ic e n s e e  b y  a n y  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t i o n  
c o o p e r a t in g  w ith  o r  e n g a g e d  in  p r o fe s s io n a l  o r  o c c u p a t io n a l  r e g is t r a t io n ,  
l ic e n s u re  o r  d i s c i p l i n e ;

(d )  i n f o r m a t io n  r e q u ir e d  o f  a n y  t a x  p a y e r  in  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  th e  
a s s e s s m e n t o r  c o l le c t io n  o f  a n y  ta x  u n le s s  d is c lo s u r e  is  o t h e r w is e  r e q u e s te d  
b y  th e  s ta tu te  ; a n d

( e )  in f o r m a t io n . r e v e a l in g  th e  id e n t i t y  o f  p e r s o n s  w h o  f i l e  c o m p la in t s  
w i t h  o r  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  to  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  i n v e s t i g a t i v e ,  l a w  
e n fo r c e m e n t  o r  p e n a l a g e n c ie s  o n  th e  c o m m is s io n  o f  a n y  c r i m e .
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( 2 )  A  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  s h a ll  d is c lo s e  a n y  in f o r m a t io n  th a t  c o n t a in s  
p e r s o n a l in f o r m a t io n  i f —

( a )  th e  i n d iv id u a l  t o 'w h o m  it  re la te s  c o n s e n ts  to  th e  d is c lo s u r e  ; o r
( b )  th e  in f o r m a t io n  is  p u b l ic ly  a v a i la b le .

( 3 )  W h e r e  d is c lo s u re , o f  a n y  in fo r m a t io n  re fe r re d  to  in  th is  s e c tio n  w o u ld  b e  
in  th e  p u b l ic  in te re s t , a n d  i f  th e  p u b lic  in te re s t in  th e  d is c lo s u re  o f  su ch  in fo r m a t io n  
c le a r ly  o u tw e ig h s  th e  p r o te c t io n  o f  th e  p r iv a c y  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  to  w h o m  s u c h  
in fo r m a t io n  re la te s , th e  p u b l ic  in s t itu t io n  to  w h o m  a re q u e s t fo r  d is c lo s u re  is m a d e  
s h a ll d is c lo s e  s u c h  in f o r m a t io n  s u b je c t  to  s e c tio n  14  ( 2 )  o f  th is  A c t .

1 5 .  — ( l )  A  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  s h a l l  d e n y  a n  a p p l ic a t io n  fo r  in f o r m a t io n  
th a t  c o n t a in s —

( a )  t r a d e  s e c re ts  a n d  c o m m e r c ia l  o r  f in a n c ia l  in f o r m a t io n  o b ta in e d  f r o m  
a p e rs o n  o r  b u s in e s s  w h e r e  s u c h  t r a d e  s e c re ts  o r  in f o r m a t io n  a re  p r o p r ie t a r y ,  
p r i v i l e g e d  o r  c o n f id e n t ia l ,  o r  w h e r e  d is c lo s u r e  o f  s u c h  tr a d e  s e c re ts  o r  
i n f o r m a t io n  m a y  c a u s e  h a r m  to  th e  in te r e s ts  o f  th e  th ir d  p a r ty  p r o v id e d  
th a t  n o t h in g  c o n t a in e d  in  th is  s u b s e c t io n  s h a l l  b e  c o n s t r u e d  as p r e v e n t in g  a  
p e r s o n  o r  b u s in e s s  f r o m  c o n s e n t in g  to  d is c lo s u r e  ;

( b )  in f o r m a t io n  th e  d is c lo s u r e  o f  w h ic h  c o u ld  r e a s o n a b ly  b e  e x p e c te d  to  
in t e r f e r e  w i t h  th e  c o n t r a c t u a l  o r  o th e r  n e g o t ia t io n s  o f  a t h ir d  p a r ty  : a n d

( c )  p r o p o s a l  a n d  b id s  f o r  a n y  c o n t r a c t ,  g r a n ts ,  o r  a g r e e m e n t ,  in c lu d in g  
in f o r m a t io n  w h ic h  i f  i t  w e r e  d is c lo s e d  w o u ld  f r u s t r a te  p r o c u r e m e n t  o r  g iv e  
a n  a d v a n t a g e  to  a n y  p e r s o n .

( 2 )  A  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  s h a l l ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d in g  s u b s e c t io n  ( 1 ) ,  d e n y  
d is c lo s u r e  o f  a  p a r t  o f  a  r e c o r d  i f  th a t  p a r t  c o n t a in s  th e  r e s u lt  o r  p r o d u c t  o f  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  t e s t in g  c a r r ie d  o u t  b y  o r  o n  b e h a l f  o f  a p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n .

( 3 )  W h e r e  th e  p u b l ic  in s t i tu t io n  d is c lo s e s  in fo r m a t io n ,  o r  a p a r t  th e r e o f ,  th a t  
c o n ta in s  th e  re s u lts  o f  a  p r o d u c t  o r  e n v ir o n m e n ta l  te s tin g , th e  in s t i tu t io n  s h a ll  a t 
th e  s a m e  t im e  as th e  in f o r m a t io n  o r  p a r t  th e r e o f  is d is c lo s e d  p r o v id e  th e  a p p lic a n t  
w ith  a  w r i t t e n  e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  m e th o d s  u s e d  in  c o n d u c t in g  th e  tes t.

( 4 )  A  p u b l ic  i n s t i t u t io n  s h a l l  d is c lo s e  a n y  in f o r m a t i o n  d e s c r ib e d  in  
s u b s e c t io n  ( 1 )  o f  th is  s e c t io n  i f  th a t  d is c lo s u r e  w o u ld  b e  in  th e  p u b l ic  in te r e s t  
as i t  r e la te s  to  p u b l ic  h e a l t h ,  p u b l ic  s a fe t y  o r  p r o te c t io n  o f  th e  e n v i r o n m e n t  
a n d ,  i f  th e  p u b l ic  in te r e s t  in  t h e 'd is c lo s u r e  c le a r ly  o u t w e ig h s  in  im p o r t a n c e  
a n y  f in a n c ia l  lo s s  o r  g a in  to ,  o r  p r e ju d ic e  to , th e  c o m p e t i t i v e  p o s i t io n  o f  o r  
i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  c o n t r a c t u a l  o r  o t h e r  n e g o t ia t io n  o f  a  t h i r d  p a r ty .

1 6 .  A  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  m a y  d e n y  a n  a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  in f o r m a t io n  th a t  is  
s u b je c t  to  th e  f o l l o w i n g  p r iv i l e g e s —

( a )  le g a l  p r a c t i t io n e r - c l i e n t  p r iv i l e g e  ;
( / ; )  h e a l t h  w o r k e r s - c l i e n t  p r iv i l e g e  ;
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(c )  jo u r n a l is m  c o n f id e n t ia l i t y  p r iv i le g e s  ; a n d
(d )  a n y  o th e r  p ro fe s s io n a l p r iv i le g e s  c o n f e r r e d  b y  a n  A c t .

1 7 . A  p u b lic  in s t itu t io n  m a y  d e n y  an  a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  
c o n ta in s  c o u rs e  o r  re s e a rc h  m a te r ia ls  p r e p a r e d  b y  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s .

1 8 . N o tw ith s ta n d in g  a n y  o th e r  p r o v is io n  o f  th is  A c t ,  w h e r e  a n  a p p l i c a t io n  
is m a d e  to  a p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  f o r  i n f o r m a t io n  w h i c h  is  e x e m p t e d  f r o m  
d is c lo s u re  b y  v ir tu e  o f  th is  A c t ,  th e  in s t i t u t io n  s h a l l  d is c lo s e  a n y  p a r t  o f  th e  
in fo r m a t io n  th a t d o e s  n o t c o n ta in  s u c h  e x e m p t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n .

1 9 .  — ( 1 )  A  p u b lic  in s t itu t io n  m a y  d e n y  a n  a p p l i c a t io n  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  
th a t c o n ta in s  in fo r m a t io n  p e r ta in in g  to —

(a )  te s t q u e s t io n s , s c o r in g  k e y s  a n d  o t h e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  d a t a  u s e d  to  
a d m in is te r  an  a c a d e m ic  e x a m in a t io n  o r  d e t e r m in e  th e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  a n  
a p p l ic a t io n  fo r  a  l ic e n s e  o r  e m p l o y m e n t ;

(b )  a rc h ite c ts ’ a n d  e n g in e e rs ’ p la n s  f o r  b u i ld in g s  n o t c o n s t r u c t e d  in  w h o l e  
o r  in  p a r t  w ith  p u b lic  fu n d s  a n d  f o r  b u i ld in g s  c o n s t r u c te d  w i t h  p u b l i c  f u n d s ,  
to  th e  e x te n t  th a t d is c lo s u re  w o u ld  c o m p r o m is e  s e c u r i t y  ; a n d

(c )  l ib r a r y  c i r c u la t io n  a n d  o th e r  re c o rd s  i d e n t i f y i n g  l i b r a r y  u s e r s  w i t h  
s p e c if ic  m a t e r ia ls :

( 2 )  N o t w ith s ta n d in g  a n y th in g  c o n t a in e d  in  th is  s e c t io n ,  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  
fo r  in fo r m a t io n  s h a ll n o t b e  d e n ie d  w h e r e  th e  p u b l ic  in t e r e s t  in  d i s c l o s i n g  th e  
in fo r m a t io n  o u tw e ig h s  w h a te v e r  in ju r y  th a t  d is c lo s u r e  w o u l d  c a u s e .

2 0 .  A n y  a p p l ic a n t  w h o  h as b e e n  d e n ie d  a c c e s s  to  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  o r  a  p a r t  
th e re o f , m a y  a p p ly  to  th e  C o u r t  fo r  a  r e v ie w  o f  th e  m a t t e r  w i t h i n  3 0  d a y s  a f t e r  
th e  p u b lic  in s t i tu t io n  d e n ie s  o r  is  d e e m e d  to  h a v e  d e n ie d  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  o r  
w ith in  s u c h  fu r th e r  t im e  as th e  C o u r t  m a y  e i t h e r  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  
o f  th e  3 0  d a y s  f i x  o r  a l lo w .

21. A n  a p p lic a t io n  m a d e  u n d e r  s e c t io n  2 0  s h a l l  b e  h e a r d  a n d  d e t e r m i n e d  
s u m m a r ily .

22. N o tw ith s ta n d in g  a n y th in g  c o n t ra ry  c o n t a in e d  in  th e  E v id e n c e  A c t ,  o r  
a n y  re g u la tio n  m a d e  u n d e r  it , th e  C o u r t  m a y , in  th e  c o u r s e  o f  a n y  p r o c e e d in g  
b e fo re  it  a r is in g  f r o m  an  a p p lic a t io n  u n d e r  s e c t io n  2 0  o f  th is  A c t ,  e x a m i n e  a n y  
in fo rm a tio n  to  w h ic h  th is  A c t  a p p lie s , th a t is u n d e r  th e  c o n t ro l o f  a  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n ,  
an d  n o  such in fo rm a t io n  m a y  b e  w ith h e ld  f r o m  th e  C o u r t  o n  a n y  g r o u n d .

23. I n  a n y  p r o c e e d in g  b e f o r e  th e  C o u r t  a r i s in g  f r o m  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  
u n d e r  s e c t io n  2 0 ,  th e  C o u r t  s h a ll ta k e  p r e c a u t io n ,  i n c l u d i n g  w h e n  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  
r e c e iv in g  re p re s e n ta t io n s  e x  p a r te  a n d  c o n d u c t in g  h e a r in g s  in  c a m e r a  to  a v o i d
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th e  d is c lo s u r e  b y  th e  C o u r t  o r  a n y  p e rs o n  o f  a n y  in f o r m a t io n  o r  o t h e r  m a t e r ia l  
o n  a b a s is  o f  w h ic h  a n y  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  w i l l  b e  a u t h o r iz e d  to  d is c lo s e  th e  
in f o r m a t io n  a p p l ie d  fo r .

‘ 2 4 .  In  a n y  p r o c e e d in g  b e fo r e  th e  C o u r t  a r is in g  f r o m  an  a p p l ic a t io n  
u n d e r  s e c t io n  2 0 ,  th e  b u r d e n  o f  e s ta b l is h in g  th a t th e  p u b l ic  in s t i l u b o n  is 
a u t h o r iz e d  to  d e n y  a n  a p p l i c a t io n  fo r  in f o r m a t io n  o r  p a r t  t h e r e o f  s h a ll  b e  o n  
th e  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  c o n c e r n e d .

2 5 .  — ( 1 )  W h e r e  a p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  d e n ie s  an  a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  in f o r m a t io n ,  
o r  a p a r t  t h e r e o f  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  a p r o v is io n  o f  th is  A c t ,  th e  C o u r t  s h a ll  o r d e r  
th e  in s t i t u t io n  to  d is c lo s e  th e  in f o r m a t io n  o r  p a r t  t h e r e o f  to  th e  a p p l ic a n t —

( a )  i f  th e  C o u r t  d e t e r m in e d  th a t  th e  in s t i t u t io n  is n o t a u t h o r iz e d  to  d e n y  
th e  a p p l i c a t io n  f o r  i n f o r m a t io n  ;

( / ; )  w h e r e  th e  in s t i t u t io n  is  so  a u t h o r iz e d ,  b u t th e  C o u r t  n e v e r th e le s s  
d e t e r m in e s  th a t  th e  in s t i t u t io n  d o e s  n o t h a v e  r e a s o n a b le  g r o u n d s  o n  w h ic h  
to  d e n y  th e  a p p l ic a t io n  ; o r

( c )  w h e r e  th e  C o u r t  m a k e s  a f in d in g  th a t  th e  in te r e s t  o f  th e  p u b l ic  in  
h a v in g  th e  r e c o r d  b e in g  m a d e  a v a i la b le  is g r e a te r  a n d  m o r e  v i t a l  th a n  th e  
in te r e s t  b e in g  s e r v e d  i f  th e  a p p l ic a t io n  is d e n ie d ,  in  w h a t e v e r  c i r c u m s ta n c e .

( 2 )  A n y  o r d e r  th e  C o u r t  m a k e s  in  p u r s u a n c e  o f  th is  s e c t io n  m a y  b e  m a d e  
s u b je c t  to  s u c h  c o n d i t io n s  as th e  C o u r t  d e e m s  a p p r o p r ia te .

2 6 .  T h is  A c t  d o e s  n o t  a p p ly  to —

( a )  p u b l is h e d  m a t e r ia l  o r  m a t e r ia l  a v a i la b le  fo r  p u r c h a s e  b y  th e  p u b l ic  ;
( / ; )  l i b r a r y  o r  m u s e u m  m a t e r ia l  m a d e  o r  a c q u ir e d  a n d  p r e s e r v e d  s o le ly  

f o r  p u b l ic  r e f e r e n c e  o r  e x h i b i t i o n  p u r p o s e s  ; o r
( c )  m a t e r ia l  p la c e d  in  th e  N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y ,  N a t io n a l  M u s e u m  o r  n o n 

p u b l ic  s e c t io n  o f  th e  N a t i o n a l  A r c h iv e s  o f  th e  F e d e r a l  R e p u b l ic  o f  N i g e r i a  
o n  b e h a l f  o f  a n y  p e r s o n  o r  o r g a n iz a t io n  o th e r  th a n  a g o v e r n m e n t  o r  p u b l ic  
in s t i t u t io n .

2 7 .  — ( 1 )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y t h in g  c o n t a in e d  in  th e  C r i m i n a l  C o d e ,  
P e n a l  C o d e ,  th e  O f f i c i a l  o f  S e c r e ts  A c t ,  o r  a n y  o th e r  e n a c t m e n t ,  n o  c i v i l  o r  
c r i m i n a l  p r o c e e d in g s  s h a l l  l i e  a g a in s t  a n  o f f i c e r  o f  a n y  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n ,  o r  
a g a in s t  a n y  p e r s o n  a c t in g  o n  b e h a l f  o f  a  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n ,  a n d  n o  p r o c e e d in g s  
s h a l l  l ie  a g a in s t  s u c h  p e r s o n s  t h e r e o f ,  f o r  th e  d is c lo s u r e  in  g o o d  f a i t h  o f  a n y  
i n f o r m a t io n ,  o r  a n y  p a r t  t h e r e o f  p u r s u a n t  to  th is  A c t ,  f o r  a n y  c o n s e q u e n c e s  
th a t  f l o w  f r o m  th a t  d is c lo s u r e ,  o r  f o r  th e  f a i lu r e  to  g iv e  a n y  n o t ic e  r e q u ir e d  
u n d e r  th is  A c t .  i f  c a r e  is  ta k e n  to  g iv e  th e  r e q u ir e d  n o t ic e .

( 2 )  N o t h i n g  c o n t a in e d  in  th e  C r i m i n a l  C o d e  o r  O f f i c i a l  S e c re ts  A c t  s h a l l  
p r e j u d i c i a l l y  a f f e c t  a n y  p u b l ic  o f f i c e r  w h o ,  w i t h o u t  a u t h o r iz a t io n ,  d is c lo s e s  
to  a n y  p e r s o n ,  a n  i n f o r m a t io n  w h ic h  h e  r e a s o n a b ly  b e l ie v e s  to  s h o w —
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th e  E x e c u t iv e  O f f i c e  o f  th e  P r e s id e n t ) ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  a r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
in d e p e n d e n t  o r  r e g u la t o r y  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  o r  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  : a n d  !

( b )  “ i n f o r m a t i o n ” m e a n s  a n y  t e r m  u s e d  in  t h is  A c t  in  r e f e r e n c e  to 
in f o r m a t io n  o r  r e c o r d  w h ic h  in c lu d e s  a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  h e ld  j 
b y  a g o v e r n m e n t  o r  p u b l ic  in s t i t u t io n  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  s u b j e c t  to  the  
r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  th is  A c t ,  w h e n  m a in t a in e d  b y  a n y  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  an y  
f o r m a t ,  in c lu d in g  e le c t r o n ic  f o r m a t .

3 0 .  — ( I )  T h is  A c t  is  in te n d e d  to  c o m p le m e n t  a n d  n o t  r e p la c e  th e  e x is t in g  
p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  a c c e s s  to  p u b l ic  re c o rd s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  is n o t  in t e n d e d  to 
l i m i t  in  a n y  w a y  a c c e s s  to  th o s e  ty p e s  o f  o f f i c i a l s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  h a v e  been  
n o r m a l ly  a v a i la b le  to  th e  g e n e r a l  p u b l ic .

( 2 )  W h e r e  th e  q u e s t io n  w h e t h e r  a n y  p u b l ic  r e c o r d  o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  is to 
b e  m a d e  a v a i la b le ,  w h e r e  th a t  q u e s t io n  a r is e s  u n d e r  th is  A c t ,  th e  q u e s t io n  
s h a ll  b e  d e t e r m in e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  th e  p r o v is io n  s t a t e d  h e r e i n ,  u n le s s
o th e r w is e  e x e m p te d  b y  th is  A c t .

! !
3 1 .  In  t h is 'A c t —

“ a p p l i c a n t ”  r e f e r s  to  a n y  p e r s o n  w h o  a p p l ie s  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  u n d e r  th is  
A c t ;

“ a p p l i c a t i o n ”  re fe rs  to  a n y  re q u e s t fo r  in f o r m a t io n  m a d e  u n d e r  th is  A c t ;
“ C o u r t ”  m e a n s  a  H ig h  C o u r t  o r  F e d e r a l  H i g h  C o u r t  r e s p e c t i v e l y .
“ F o r e i g n  S t a t e ”  m e a n s  a n y  S ta te  o t h e r  th a n  th e  F e d e r a l  R e p u b l i c  o f  

N i g e r i a ;
“ I n f o r m a t i o n ”  in c lu d e s  a l l  r e c o r d s ,  d o c u m e n t s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  s to re d  

in  w h a t e v e r  fo r m ,  in c lu d in g  w r i t t e n ,  e le c t r o n ic ,  v is u a l  im a g e s ,  s o u n d ,  a u d io  
r e c o r d in g ,  e tc .

“ p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n ”  m e a n s  a n y  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  e x e c u t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  
a d m in is t r a t iv e ;  o r  a d v is o r y  b o d y  o f  th e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  b o a r d s ,  
b u r e a u ,  c o m m it t e e s  o r  c o m m is s io n s  o f  th e  S t a t e ,  a n d  a n y  s u b s i d i a r y  b o d y  
o f  th o s e  b o d ie s 'in c lu d in g  b u t  n o t  l im i t e d  to  c o m m i t t e e s  a n d  s u b - c o m m it t e e s  
w h ic h  a re  s u p p o r te d  in  w h o le  o r  in  p a r t  b y  p u b l ic  f u n d  o r  w h i c h  e x p e n d s  
p u b l ic  f u n d  a n d  p r iv a t e  b o d ie s  p r o v id in g  p u b l ic  s e r v ic e s ,  p e r f o r m i n g  p u b lic

‘ fu n c t io n s  o r  u t i l i z i n g  p u b l ic  fu n d s  ;
j : 1 . •

“ p u b l i c  r e c o r d  o r  d o c u m e n t ”  m e a n s  a  r e c o r d  in  a n y  f o r m  h a v i n g  b e e n
p r e p a r e d ,  o r  h i v i n g  b e e n  o r  b e in g  u s e d ,  r e c e iv e d ,  p o s s e s s e d  o r  u n d e r  the  
c o n t r o l  o f  a n y  ’p u b l ic  o r  p r iv a t e 'b o d ie s  r e l a t i n g  to  m a t e r s  o f  p u b l i c  in te r e s t  
a n d  in c lu d e s  a n y —  ; .!

| • .! * ' ' ' j
( a )  w r i t i n g  o n  a n y  m a t e r ia l  ;

! * • i
, ( b )  i n f o r m a t io n  r e c o r d e d  o r  s to r e d  o r  o t h e r  d e v ic e s  ; a n d  a n y  m a t e r ia l

s u b s e q u e n t ly  d e r iv e d  f r o m  i n f o r m a t i o n  s o  r e c o r d e d  o r  s t o r e d  ;
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( c )  la b e l ,  m a r k in g ,  o r  o th e r  w r i t in g  th a t id e n t i f ie s  o r  d e s c r ib e s  a n y th in g  
o f  w h ic h  it  f o r m s  p a r t ,  o r  to  w h ic h  it  is a t ta c h e d  b y  a n y  m e a n s  ;

(cl) b o o k ,  c a r d ,  f o r m ,  m a p , p la n ,  g r a p h , o r  d r a w in g  ;
( a )  p h o t o g r a p h ,  F i lm , n e g a t iv e ,  m ic r o f i lm ,  ta p e , o r  o t h e r  d e v ic e  in  

w h ic h  o n e  o r  m o r e  v is u a l  im a g e s  a rc  e m b o d ie d  so  as to  b e  c a p a b le  ( w i t h  
o r  w i t h o u t  th e  a id  o f  s o m e  o th e r  e q u ip m e n t )  o f  b e in g  r e p r o d u c e d  ;
“ M i n i s t e r ”  m e a n s  t h e  M i n i s t e r  c h a r g e d  w i t h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

i n f o r m a t io n  ;
“ p e r s o n ”  i n c lu d e  a  c o r p o r a t io n  s o le  a n d  b o d y  o f  p e r s o n s  w h e t h e r  

c o r p o r a t e  o r  in c o r p o r a t e  - /a c t in g  i n d i v id u a l ly  o r  as a  g r o u p  ;
“p e r s o n a l  in f o r m a t io n ”  m e a n s  a n y  o f f i c ia l  in f o r m a t io n  h e ld  a b o u t  a n  

i d e n t i f ia b le  p e r s o n , b u t  d o e s  n o t  in c lu d e  in f o r m a t io n  th a t  b e a rs  o n  th e  p u b l ic  
d u t ie s  o f  p u b l ic  e m p lo y e e s  a n d  o f f ic ia ls .

3 2 .  T h i s  A c t  m a y  b e  c i te d  as th e  F r e e d o m  o f  In f o r m a t io n  A c t ,  2 0 1 1 .

I c e r t i f y ,  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  S e c t io n  2  ( 1 )  o f  th e  A c ts  A u t h e n t ic a t io n  
A c t ,  C a p .  A 2 ,  L a w s  o f  th e  F e d e r a t io n  o f  N i g e r i a  2 0 0 4 ,  th a t  th is  is a t r u e  c o p y  
o f  th e  B i l l  p a s s e d  b y  b o th  H o u s e s  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  A s s e m b ly .

j

| S a u s u  A b u b a k a r  M a i k a s u w a , m n i
C le r k  to  th e  N a t io n a l  A s s e m b ly  

2 1 th  clay o f  M a y ,  2 0 1 1 .

E x p l a n a t o r y  M e m o r a n d u m

T h i s  A c t  m a k e s  p u b l ic  r e c o rd s  a n d  in f o r m a t io n  m o r e  f r e e ly  a v a i la b le ,  
p r o v id e  f o r  p u b l ic  a c c e s s  to  p u b l ic  re c o rd s  a n d  i n f o r m a t io n ,  p r o te c t  p u b l ic  
re c o r d s  a n d  in f o r m a t io n  to  th e  e x t e n t  c o n s is te n t  w i t h  th e  p u b l ic  in t e r e s t  a n d  
th e  p r o t e c t io n  o f  p e r s o n a l p r iv a c y ,  p r o te c t  s e r v in g  p u b l ic  o f f ic e r s  f r o m  a d v e r s e  
c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  d is c lo s in g  c e r t a in  k in d s  o f  o f f i c i a l  i n f o r m a t io n  w i t h o u t  
a u t h o r iz a t io n  a n d  e s ta b l is h  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  th e  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  th o s e  p u r p o s e s .

C itation .
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Freedom of 
Information 
Bill. 2011.

An Act to make public records and 
information more freely available, 
provide for public access to public 
records and information, protect 
public records and information to the 
extent consistent with the public 
interest and the protection of personal 
privacy, protect serving public 
officers from adverse consequences 
for disclosing certain kinds of official 
information without authorization and 
establish procedures for the 
achievement of those purposes and : 
lor related matters.

This Bill seeks to make public records 
and information more freely 
available, provide for public access to 
public records and information, 
protect public records and information 
to the extent consistent with the public 
interest and the protection of personal 
privacy, protect serving public 
officers from adverse consequences 
for disclosing certain kinds of official 
information without authorization and 
establish procedures for the 
achievement of those purposes.

24th May, 2011. 24th May, 2011.

I certify that ihis Bill has been carefully compared by me with the decision reached by the National Assembly and found 
by me to be true and correct decisio'noftfie Houses‘and~is in'accordance with the provisions of the Acts Authentication Act Cap. 
A2, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria. 2004.

1 A s s k n  r .

S a  L is t  J A u u b a k a r  M a i k a s u w a , mni 
Acting Clerk to the National Assembly 

21th Day o f  May, 2011.

D r  G o o d m ’C'k Euhu* J o n a t h a n , c k t r  
President o f the Federal Republic o f Nigeria 

28th Day o f  May. 2011.


