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S .L  28 o f  2011 . n :  > v  ■ .!

NIGERIA EXPORT PROCESSING ZONES ACT 
• • (CAPJ No. 107 LFN 2004)

ALSCON EXPORT PROCESSING ZONE REGULATIONS- 1 :i ' if^ V i * * .  • 4 • * r

In exercise of the pow ers'conferred upon it by Section 27 of the Nigeria Export 
Processing Zones Act, C ap. N 107, LFN 2004 and of all other powers enabling it in that 
behalf, the Nigeria E xport P rocessing Zones Authority with the approval of the 1 Ionourable
Minister of Commerce and  Industry hereby make the following Regulations—

.

• m . . \9 th  Day o f  August, 2011] 

Part I— O bjectives*: A pplication,D esignation and Management

1. The objective o f these Regulations include, to—

(a ) complement and enhance the provisions of the Nigeria Export Processing 
Zone Act, 2004 ( ‘the Act’ ) ;

« ;  .: r ' i i-i / *: V.', 1 ■* 11 1

(b) provide details o f regulatory and supervisory requirements necessary 
to promote efficient and profitable operations in Nigeria’s Free Trade Zones;
and '• !•):!'• ; • •• - : ■

(c) facilitate the attainment of goals for which Free Trade Zones are
established in Nigeria. ! •

• • V«., • ;
2. — (1) These Regulations shall apply to the ALSCON Export Processing

Zone (“A E PZ” or “theZone”) and all operations and activities carried in the 
Zone.,. • Ih i i 1

i ... ' J *  .. . . ,
(2) These Regulations shall-take precedence’over the Investment Procedures, 

Regulations; a n d  O p e ra t io n a l G u ide lines f o r  Free Zones in N igeria, 2004, or any 
other regulation, rule; official directive or guideline made by the Authority (its 
successors, transferees, or assigns orany successor to the functions of the Authority) 
as regards any matter pertaininglto the AEPZ.

• '  1 • . -• i r n j  \

3. — (1) The Management of the Federal Government Free Zone is vested 
in the Authority while those o f States and private entities is vested in the licensees.

• .*•• * Us: A 1  ̂ ■ ' '.j
(2) Pursuant to the concession agreement, the Authority has delegated to 

Aluminium S m elter  C ompany oh N igeria Plc. the responsibility to develop,
manage, operate and administer Uiearea of AEPZ specified in the said Agi cement.

1 „ ’ * . “ ’ ; /. | *
P art II— R egistration Procedures• • ~i • -

4. — (1) A ll entities proposing to,Operate in the AEPZ shall be registered as 
an approved enterprise ( ‘Approved Enterprise’) prior to applying fora licence to
undertake an approved activity in accordance with the provision of subsection 
(1) of Section 8 of, the Act. ; ) ,  ,, ...

: (2) Application for registration as an'Approved1 Enterprise shall be made 
on such forms as may be prescribed by the Authority from time to time and shall
include—
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Duty to 
provide 
information.

Duty to 
comply with 
Regulations 
to 7 to 26.

Share
Capital.

(a) a copy of the Certificate of Incorporation o f the applicant to be verified 
by the Corporate Affairs Commission (C A C ) or other regulatory bodies for 
companies outside: the A E P Z; ■ . } .

{b) a copy of the resolution of the board o f the applicant company for 
companies registered in Nigeria;

(c)'proofof identification (siich as'a copy o f the international passport or
driver’  ̂license in the,case of .se^iqrihanagement o f the entity, i f  promoted by 
,a company#;, promoters! in the case of sole proprietorship businesses;

' (d) a flat registration fee shall be paid by all applicants seeking to register 
an enterprise in the A E P Z;

(e)y payments( in respect of registration,
by cheques, and.jtransfer instructions shall be m ade in fav o u r o f A luminium 
Smelter Company of Nigeria Plc. ; .\ — ! ti;r ,

(f) the Authority .shall issue a schedule of charges applicable in the Zone 
and make copie  ̂available on request; and

(g) .the Authority upon may review such charges from  time-tp-time.

,,(3) /Subject to tl^eprovisions of the Act,'the Authority may grant approval 
on such terms and conditions as it thinks fit for the registration o f an applicant as
an Approyed.Enteipris.e. ,

(4) Upon registration as an Approved Enterprise, the Authority shall cause 
all relevant details concerning an Approved Enterprise to be.entered in the FZE
Register and issue a Certificate of Registration to the Approved Enterprise. '
*'u br-um /niiViiar L‘»? •'* -l * ■

5.— (1) An Approved Enterprises shall furnish all information required of 
it including.information on its audited accounts, in such num ber,of copies and in 
such details.as the Authority may require from time-to-time.

. ,(2) ;Auy information required by a Government Institution or Department

6. An Approved Enterprise shall comply with the provisions of Regulations 
7 to 26 of this Part except— l *

(a ) to the extent that the provisions of the Regulations in question are in 
conflict with any! rule,or obligation placed upon the an Approved Enterprise 
under any applicablexompany law ; or

i f  • r- . : '< . ’ V.  !■*. t • 1 • , ?
" ( b )  'where such provisions have ho application on the ground that the
business concern will .operate otherwise than as a corporation.

-
7. «rr(fl)( .thejshare capital of <an Approved Enterprise shall be denominated 

in N a ira s  in the United States dollars.;

f (b )  the share capital of an Approved Enterprise shall be divided into shares. 
Each sjiare shall be numbered and represented by a share certificate in such 
form as the Authority or the company law applicable to that entity may prescribe 
from tiipe-to-time; > ,
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(c) the share capital o f an Approyed Enterprise may be paid in cash or by way 
of contribution in kind or by a combination of cash and contribution in kind. Any 
authorisation for contribution in cash or kind shall be subject to such conditions 
as the Authority or the company law applicable to that entity may require;

duly passed by its shareholders subject to the prior approval of the Authority. 
Details o f each alteration o f1 the share capital of an Approved Enterprise shall 
be entered in’ the F Z E  Register and shall take effect from the dale of such 
registration-or as prescriberi by the applicable Company law ; and

(e) an Approved Enterprise, undertaking an approved activity shall notify the 
Authority o f any purchase,- assignment or transfer of its shares except where its 
shares are quoted and are freely /transferable on any international stock exchange.

f J-.-’ •7<‘>  n ' ' ’ •
8. — (a) The name o f an Approved Enterprise must end with the acronym 

‘F Z E \; An Approved Enterprise shall not be registered in the FZE Register 
with a name, which is not approved by the Authority.

(b) An Approved Enterprise may change its name upon—
; . ' ) ■ / : ;’ i . 'V.': ' • ; l ' '

(0 a declaration made by its shareholders for the proposed new name; and 
(«*) approval o f the proposed new name by the Authority.

• f i, .>• * J**-• • • 1
(c) The new name o f the Approved Enterprise shall be entered in the APZE

Register and a certificate of,change o f name issued by the FZ Registry.
. , lit'*:. mu -w  : 1 b J
■ (d) A  certificate qf: change ofname shall specify, among other things, the 
date of registration o f  the i new name in the FZE Register. Such new name 
shall take effect on the .date o f registration in the FZE Register. r

9. — { q ) , an Approved Enterprise shall at all times have an address, either in 
the Zone, in the State or in any other State, to which all communications and
notices may be addressed.

. :,r in • - . hr-7'.'
{b) details o f the registered address and of any changes, made thereto shall 

be notified, w ithin 14 days, to the FZ Registry and such details entered in the 
FZE Register. . *

10. An Approved Enterprise shall affix, and keep affixed its name on the outside 
of every office or place in which its business is carried on in a conspicuous position 
and in letters easily legible in accordance with the requirements of the Authority.

11. — (a) An Approved Enterprise shall have its name written in legible characters 
in all its official documents, correspondence, notices and other official publications 
and also on all promissory: notes, cheques and other bills of exchange and money 
orders, orders for goods or services signed by or on behalf of the an Approved 
Enterprise and on all its parcels,! invoices, receipts, letters of credit and guarantees.

(b) An Approved Enterpriseshall state its registered address in legible 
characters1 in all its official documents, letters and order forms.
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12. —(1) Shares in an Approved Enterprise may not be issued unless fully
paid. ' •:< ;■ • i:' : '

(2) An Approved Enterprise may not acquire its own shares. However, an 
Approved Enterprise may own all of the shares in any other Approved Enterprise 
or shares in any company or other enterprise subject to compliance with all 
applicable laws.' •' W

(3) An Approved,Enterprise shall issue share certificates to its shareholders 
for all shares held by the shareholders upon the share capital in respect of such
shares being duly contributed in accordance with these Regulations.

... - . . «• . . .  ' *.*/* \ .* \y; » *. « • • •
(4) The secretory shall enter in the Approved Enterprise’s share register 

details concerning thejiumber, amount .and owner o f  all shares issued by it, 
provided that shares shall not be issued in bearer form.

, V .  , ; U ' V  ^  J7- 7 ^  • - ■ ; '
13. —<1) Aftertiie transfer of any $hare or shares in an Approved Enterprise, 

the executed share bransfer instrument must be registered in the F Z  Registry.

(2) A transfer of the share shall be deemed effective as from the date of 
registration or on such date as may be prescribed by the C A M  A applicable to that 
Approved: Enterprise^ : 5

14. — (1) Every Approved Enterprise shall keep at its registered address a
register o f directors and secretary. . .

(2)! The register shall contain details o f the identity and address of the 
directors and. secretory.;of the Approved Enterprise, and o f any changes made 
thereto. Any(such changes shall be entered into the F Z  Registry w ithin 14 days of 
the changes in thje prescribed form, i

i
, (3) A director or secretary may be appointed or removed by the Approved 

Enterprise as provided.in the applicable C A M  A.

15. —(1) The business of an Approved Enterprise shall be managed by the 
directors of th^Apprpyed Enterprise who may exercise all the powers of the 
Approved Enterprise. ;;j ,

i, ,
(2) The director of the Approved Enterprise shall neither be employees 

nor servantsof the Approved Enterprise, but shall manage the affairs of the 
Approve^ Enterprise and; in respect of vicarious liab ility  fo r negligence the 
directors shall be liable,as officer of the Approved Enterprise.

(3) iThedire<^rS;may regulate theirproceedings as they think fit. Any director 
may call(a meeting oftjtie directors and any question arising at a meeting of the 
directors shall be decided;.by majority of: votes, each director having one vote.

(4) The dir^ofsmay elect a chairperson and may vest in him a casting vote.
-ui-: i$:j&  ip i.TOlHu.. ... '

(5) Any director may appoint any other director ac his alternate who shall 
be entitled to vote*in;accordance With the appointing director’s instructions (if 
any) separate from his own vote.
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(6) A resolution signed by all the directors shall be as valid and effectual as 
if passed at a valid meeting o f the*directors and may consistof several documents 
.indike form each signed :by one;or more directors/? ' T 1

(7) A director shall not be entitled to vote nor be counted as part of the 
quorum in relation to any resolution which concerns a matter in which he has any 
direct or indirect interest or duty; which is material:and which conflicts or may 
conflict with the interests o f the Approved Enterprise unless such interest has 
been disclosed im writing-to the other directors insufficient detail to provide an 
accurate information thereof and the other directors (or a majority of them) resolve 
that such director should be entitled to'vote or be counted as part of the quorum.

(8) The secretary o f the Approved Enterprise shall cause minutes to be
recorded in books kept for the purpose of each meeting of the directors and of all 
appointments o f directors or secretary. \  t,

16.— (1)^ The objects .of:an Approved Enterprise is to carry on all such 
business within the area ioTthe; Zone as the Authority may permit under the terms 
of the licence issued to the Approved Enterprise as may be amended from time to 
time by the Authority and imaccordance with all applicable laws and regulations.

t • ■ •
(2) An Approved Enterprise may—

(a) borrow,, grant secqnty, guarantee any obligation of any person or
indemnify any person ; »

(b) enter into all types; of. banking and financial.transactions as provided
for in these Regulations . 1 t . . .  « •«'.•<* i .  I ‘ Jt  . • ■ ’ r , \  ’ • • •

(c) issue, make, endorse' ori draw any negotiable instruments, Such as,
cheques, bills o f exchange, promissory notes or bills of lading in relation to its 
business;; and. .... •

(d) make, al tenor, dispose o f any;investments (whether or not within Nigeria)
in relation to its business..- : Ki. --; ' <  ' <’’•< v

17.— (1) A n Approved Enterprise may, if required, have a seal for the 
purpose of entering into, contracts or other forms of agreements.
, « ’ . \ ~ ; ■ ■■ f 1 ■ - I ■

(2) An Approved Enterprise shall have its name engraved in legible
characters on the seal. • ->; f

18.— (1 j  A  contract may be entered into by an Approved Enterprise in
writing

(0  under its seal w ith the' signature o f  any director o f the Approved 
Enterprise, o r ; /  . , '  ,

(if) with the signature .o f any, (director and expressed in whatever form of 
words to be executed by the Approved Enterprise. . ;

Object of 
Approved 
Enterprises.

Seal.

Contracts.

(2) A contract may be entered into by an ApprovedEnterprise in writing by 
any person acting under the authority of the Approved Enterprise whether such 
authority is express or implied.
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(3) Any contract, which purports to be made by or on behalf o f an Approved
Enterprise, if  made, acrepted or endorsed in the name of, and by or on behalf of 
or on account of the Approved Enterprise by a person acting under its authority, 
is binding. i■ - j ; •

(4 ) A  promissory note,,cheque or other forms o f a b ill o f exchange is deemed 
to have;beea.madetl;apcepted or endorsed on behalf o f an Approved Enterprise if 
made, acceptedcOr.endorsedin the name of, and by or on behalf o f or on account 
of an Approved Enterprise by a person acting under its authority.
, • I '• *.i <ns • «'• ,-V • t i ,

19. Save where an Approved Enterprise is subject to alternative accounting 
requirements under the'laws applicable to its jurisdiction o f incorporation, the
following shall,appjy-r-M>

* 1 (a) eveiy Approved Enterprise shall keep accounting records sufficient to
show anld explain the transactions of such Approved Enterprise and be in such
form as to disclose with reasonable accuracy, at any time, the financial position 

. of the Apprpyqd Enterprise at that time and enable the directors to ensure that 
j • anyrbalao ê;;sheftt and profit and loss account o f the Approved Enterprise 

prepared under these Regulations complies w ith the requirements of these 
Regulations;

(1b) the earnings of the Approved Enterprise shall be reported in United 
States dollars-while theAnnual accounts of the Approved Enterprise may be 
prepared either in United States dollars or Naira ;

(c) the accounting records shall in particular contain a record o f the assets 
and liabilities of the Approved Enterprise and entries from  day to day of all 
sums of money: received and expended by (he Approved Enterprise and the 
matters inrespect of which the receipt and expenditure were incurred ; and

(d) the accounting records of each Approved Enterprise shall be kept at its 
! registered office in tteZone and shall at all times be open to inspection by the 
; Authority, other relevant bodies, the public, its shareholders and their 

representatives. "

20.— (l)v.:-Theiiirst»;“Gnancial year*’ o f an A pproved Enterprise shall 
commence on the date of its registration as disclosed in its Certificate o f Formation.

(2) The Approved Enterprise may determine the length o f its financial year
by a resolution dulypassed by its director. A  copy o f this: resolution shall be 
delivered to1 die' jFZ1 Registry within 7 days o f being made and details thereof 
promptly entered in the FZE Register; provided that no first financial year may 
exceed l 8 niK>nths c^bejfOT less than ^months. '

(3) Subject to the provisions o f paragraph (4) o f this Regulation successive
fmartcialyearsshall he of*12 months duration beginning im m ediately after the 
end of the previous financial year;; i^̂ !

; ! ;  ̂ (4) Thefecti)rs  of^ah Approved Enterprise shall prepare for each financial 
year of the ApprovedEnterprise a balance sheet as at the last day o f its financial 
year and a profit and loss account. w



(5) The balance sheet shall give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of 
the Approved Enterprise ds i t  the end of the financial year and the profit and loss 
account shall give a true and fair view of the profit and loss of the Approved 
Enterprise for the financial year..

(6) The Authority reserves the right to require that the balance sheet and 
profit and loss account o f an Approved Enterprise comply with provisions as set 
out by it from time to time. .

(7) Where an Approved Enterprise owns any other Approved Enterprise or
owns more than half o f the, shares in or otherwise controls any other company or 
enterprise the first mentioned Approved Enterprise shall also prepare the group 
accounts on a consolidated basis. Where any Approved Enterprise owns less than 
half of the' shares in a company :or other enterprise (not being an Approved 
Enterprise) nor controls such company or enterprise but nevertheless is in a position 
to exercise a significant influence over such company or other enterprise, then 
such company ;.or ,other enterprise, shall be tre a te d a n  associated company for 
a c c o u n t i n g : p u r p o s e s , '1. ' - ?•»/ >• \

(8) The annual accounts o f amApproved Enterprise shall be approved by 
its directors and signed by or on behalf of the directors. At least one director shall 
sign the balance sheet and. profit and loss account of the Approved Enterprise.

(9) A copy o f the annual accounts of the Approved Enterprise shall be 
delivered to; the F Z  Registry within 3 months, at the end of the financial year of 
the Approved Enterprise or'such longer period as the Authority may determine.

(10) An Approved Enterprise shall be required to appoint auditors from 
among auditors approved by ..the,Authority to make a report to the Approved 
Enterprise on all o f its,annual accounts and state whether, in the auditor’s opinion, 
such annual accounts have .been, properly prepared in accordance with these 
Regulations and whether a true and fair view is given in the case of—

(0 the balance sheet o f the Approved Enterprise of the state of affairs of 
the Approved Enterprise at trie end of its financial year;

: . ; '•> '*• ■- -j* , .
0*0 of the profit' and loss of the Approved Enterprise for the financial year; 

and
. ,  V . .  . . .  . . ,

(Hi) annual accounts o f the Approved Enterprise prepared on a consolidated 
basis, o f the state o f affairs as/at the endof the financial year and the profit or 
loss for the financial.^eakofithemndertakings1 included in the consolidation.

(11) ; The Approved Enterprise shall deliver a duly signed copy of the
auditor’s report to th e F Z  Registry, together with the annual accounts pursuant to 
paragraph (9) ofithis>Regulataon. w * 1 1; s J

(12) W here the total net assets of an Approved Enterprise, of a public 
company, falls below 50 percent of its 'share capital the directors shall, not later 
than 30 days from the earliest day on which that fact is known to a director, 
convene' a meeting o f theApproved Enterprise for a date not later than 60 days 
from that day for the purpose o f considering steps to be (if any) taken to deal with 
the situation.
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^Approved Enterprise shall not make a distribution, whether 

cash or otherwise,, to its,,shareholders except—
in

(1) out of profits available for that purpose ; or
(u) where the share capital of the Approved Enterprise is reduced in 

accordance with.the provisions: of these Regulations ; or
(iit) where the Approved Enterprise is deregistered and its assets distributed 

to its shareholders; or . : A ?•. •.
(iv)‘:where permitted by the applicable company law..

. I  * , ' O ' j  , 0  I  f . '  j .  : * . f  ‘

(2) The profits of:an Approved Enterprise available for distribution are its 
accumulated qrirealised profits less its accumulated or realised losses and after 
fulj .proyi$ib^^^t.lt^Y.e,been made for all doubtful debts or as otherwise 
prf&scrtb^..b^the^p^^ble. company law.

1 i>(3) Acopy ofjsuchtfesolutiomshall be delivered to the F Z  Registry within 7 
days of being made and details of which shall promptly be entered in the FZE Register.

h: 22. JAn Approved Enterprise shall keep a register in which details of its 
shareholders'and changes thereto shall be? entered. The details or charges made 
theregfishallbe forjvarded to theFZ-Registry within 28 days o f the entry in the

23. -Aicopy'of every' resolution passed at a m eeting o f the Approved 
Enterprise requiring special notice shall be provided to the F Z  Registry within 15 
days after it i$ made and details .{hereof shall be entered in the F Z E  Register.

^24.-^-{a). ( i) ‘ a shareholder of an Approved Enterprise may pledge or 
• . otherwise-charge all of its shares in the Approved Enterprise to any creditor 

as security for any debt or other obligation incurred or to be incurred by or 
binding upori’itLj m i . 1

. 07) ia pledgerir charge made pursuant to paragraph (« )( /)  o f this Regulation
shall be void ifidetails thereof, in the prescribed form , are not delivered to 
the FZ Registry within 8 days of the date o f such pledge or other charges 
being made.

Approved Ente^ri^^iister.

(w) details of any pledge or charge shall be entered in the F Z E  Register.
(b) An Approved Enterprise shall keep at its registered office a register of 

charges and enter in it.details of any pledge or charge on its shares.

• (c) .Where it is permissible under the applicable law, an Approved Enterprise 
may: frpm;fimevtO;Urqe. create in favour o f its creditors, security interest in 
respect of any debt or other obligation incurred or to be incurred by or binding 
upon it or any other person.

(d) Any security interest created by an Approved Enterprise shall be void 
where such security interest is not—

(0 in the prescribed form and does include details o f the interest created; 
and • n:



(//) delivered to the FZ  Registry within 28 days of the creation of the
security interest. • ' ' : ‘i( •
(c) The discharge or alteration of a pledge, charge or any other security 

interest, as specified in paragraphs '(a).and (c) of this Regulation in favour of 
the creditor or creditors shall be notified to the FZ Registry' within 28 days and 
details entered into the F Z  Register.

. ■ -; i . , . j I
25.— (1) The Authority;may appoint one or more competent persons as 

inspectors to investigate, the affairs of an Approved Enterprise and furnish it with 
report in such form and within! such time as it may direct.

(2) A ppointm ent o f 'inspectors may be made on the application of the 
Approved Enterprise or by ahy "creditor of tHe Approved Enterprise or by the 
Authority acting;unilaterally„or by;any other person provided the Authority, acting 
on reasonable grounds, is.satisfied that good reason has been shown or 
circumstances indicate .that investigation is. necessary.

(3) An.inspector appointed‘by the Authority pursuant to paragraph ( 1) of
this Regulation shall have such’ powers of'investigation as the Authority may 
reasonably cpnfers'pn.him^:-- v ^ ^ 0  t v  •*.*, • * ,

(4) investigations carried out pursuant to this Regulation shall not in any
way interfere with or inhibit 'the ongoing business or operations of an Approved 
Enterprise. m • • •>

• v  r\ . ■ .1 . .
(5) Where the Authority has reasonable ground to show that an Approved 

Enterprise has—  ‘ : .

(0 ceased to operate in the Zone ; or
•’ . » ' ;ri ‘  i \ .  .

(ri) abandoned its property and assets within the Zone.itmay. cause an 
investigation to be instituted on the matter.

(6) W here-

(<a) it appears that an Approved Enterprise has ceased to carry on operations in 
the Zone and after fmUng;tQ,respjond.to a written inquiry of the Authority, within 
30 days of receipt of, such, inquiry seeking confirmation on whether or not—.

(0  the Approved ̂ Enterprise is carrying on operations in the Zone; '•
. O'O the Approved Entepprise>has not abandoned its property in the Zone; or

' (b) where- the5 Approved‘Enterprise fails to 'demonstrate to the reasonable
satisfaction o f the Authority "that1 it -is carrying on business in the Zone, the 
Authority, upon such-reasonable grounds, may'deregister the Approved 
Enterprise in; accordance, with procedures specified imRegulation 27 of these 
Regulations pending su(;h;time ;as the Authority, may approve the resumption 
of operations.^ i, i • . • * ■ >

(7) 'Upon the deregistfation of ah' Approved Enterprise, all property and
rights vested in it and not owned by the Authority or any other person are deemed 
to be held by its  shareholders. >0*1 : ^  = •• ^

Power (o 
Investigate.
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(8) Where an Approved Enterprise has been deregistered, other than at the 

instance of the Approved Enterprise, the Authority and the Approved Enterprise 
shall enter into arrangements on the disposal o f any property and assets of the 
Approved Ente^risc remcuning in the Zone where such property and assets are 
not the subject of immediate sale.

Procedure 26.— (1) Prior to the issuance o f a notice o f intention to deregister an
for Approved Enterprise, the Authority shall bring to the attention of the Approved
deregistration. Enterprise concerned the breach of a material provision o f the terms of its licence.

(2) The.following procedures are applicable to the deregistration of an 
Approved Enterprise for a material breach pf the terms o f its licence—

(a) theAutiidrityimust give 21 days notice o f thedts intention to deregister 
the Approved Enterprise

(b) the Approved Enterprise may! within 7 days o f the receipt of the notice,
infomv the. Authority of its objection, to the notice and take steps to remedy 
samei nhere such .b re a c h ^  ‘

(c) the Authority and the Approved Enterprise shall endeavour to resolve 
..any ^ s p u te (^ s ^ fro rr i the breach fa iling  which the Approved Enterprise

j* ma^ failure, to? resolve .the .dispute .refer-the matter to the
Minister, charged with responsibility for commerce for resolution ; and

(d) notwithstanding the procedures specified in sub7paragraph (a ) , .(/?) and (c) 
of paragraph (2) of this Regulation! the Approved Enterprise may at any time

* refer such dispute to arbitration for resolution.

(3) The decision of the arbitral panel shall be binding on the Authority and 
the Approved Enterprise.1’ : * ‘ J

Grounds for 
deregistration.

(4) Any steps .towards the deregistration of an Approved Enterprise by the 
Authority shall be suspended where the procedures set out in paragraph (2) of 
this.^gidatio%^beingtaken.,. ,hv , . . . ,  •

27, Subject to the procedures set out in Regulation 26  above, any of the 
following,Hn so far as they amount to a material breach of the terms o f the licence 
of an Approy^Entprprise, may be; a ground for deregistration, where—

(p̂  it is iconfirmed; through a written report* that the Approved Enterprise 
has.act^ confrary the provisions ^app licab le  laws, these Regulations or
Circulars pert^i^g to the ^one, written instructiqns and directives of the 

.v^Authpfity, ^nd that such acts are detrimental to orderliness in the Zone ;

- 00' it is est^hshed |hat the Approved Enterprise Has violated applicable 
' tax law provisions lading to tax evasion with revenues and earnings accruing 

from activities conducted outside the Zone being declared as income earned 
in the Zpne,thro^gh ̂ presentation of fake or misleading documents for that

/ r i r u A 'J U
(w) investigations and deliberations reveal that tl 

qualifications declared in the application form which form
conditions and 
the basis for the
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issuance o f a licence to the Approved Enterprise are not fulfilled or have been 
proved to be false in any material respect or where it is established that changes 
in the information declared-,in the application form for the licence have not 
been reported as required by the Authority or in these Regulations;

(/v) a state o f force majeure is declared by the relevant Authority through a 
written report that construction work has not started within 60 days (or such other 
period as the Authority may specify) of the date of approval of construction projects 
by the Authority or in the case of leased premises, that the operation has not been 
launched within 6 months (or such other period as the Authority may specify);

(v) the Authority in writing has been denied on two occasions information
required by it or has not received a response within the specified reasonable 
period, or has been supplied, with misleading or,false information regarding 
activities in the Zone ; ‘ .■ ■ u ; :

(vi) it is established through a ,written report of the Authority that the
Approved Enterprise or its responsible or authorised representatives or 
employees have;.caused damage.to facilities, machinery and equipment in the 
Zone owned by third parties ,and that this has been repeated despite the issue 
of a:written w a rn in g ; a n d * ■ 11 ■ " *

(vif) as a result o f any other circumstances as may be determined and 
approved from tim e to time by Authority. '

28. Notwithstanding, the provision of Regulation 27 above, an Approved
Enterprise shall be deregistered ;upon a formal written request by that Approved 
Enterprise to the Authority for deregistration. ,; :

... • i • . i
. i; •' • ’ i >■ ' •

29. The licence o f a Approved Enterprise may be revoked by the Authority 
following the commission, o f ^criminal offence by the Approved Enterprise or 
where the acts or om issionspf the Approved Enterprise have contravened national 
security or the substantial safety and security of the Zone or activities and 
undertakings carried on within the Zone.

Vitl.'jlfi:*/' *.*d : V  I ,V‘ "

30. — (1) A  final and binding decision to revoke a licence granted by the 
Authority to the Approved Enterprise to undertake an approved activity in 
accordance with the procedures set out in the Regulations, shall also result in the 
de-registration o f the Approved Enterprise from1 the FZE Register.

(2) Where a decision has been taken to revoke the licence and to deregister 
an Approved Enterprise is final and binding, any licence fee paid to the Authority 
shall be forfeited.to. the A u t h o r i t y . : ,

31. An Approved Enterprise shall, immediately ;by reregistered and have 
its licence reinstated by the Authority vyhere a ^ u rt of competent jurisdiction or 
an arbitral body have adjudged that such an Approved Enterprise was wrongly 
deregistered or that its licence was wrongly revoked in the first instance.

Deregistration 
at the
instance of 
an Approved 
Enterprise.

Revocation 
of Licences 
fora 
Criminal 
Offence.

Consequences
of
Deregistra­
tion.

Reinstatement 
of Licence.
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Register of 
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32. — (1) The FZ Registry shall compile and maintain a register of the 
Authority’s and Approved Enterprises’ vehicles,

(2) The Authority shall apply to and receive from the Federal Road Safety 
Commission appropriate number plates to enable vehicles operating within the 
Zone to be appropriately registered.

Part I I I— Investment Procedures

33. Application to undertake approved activities in the Zone, shall be as
follOWS---  ... f\:. ,jn«j ,, ' , . ,,. i i .
- (0 an application shall be made in the manner prescribed from time to time

by the authority; n.....
' . k  ■>; '^i ‘ * j ■ *' . • . . ■ . |

: (ii) on the submission of an application in the prescribed form , the authority 
shall issue a receipt to the applicant;

(iz'O applications to undertake an approved activity in the A E P Z  shall be
•’ raade;.bn’t 6™ V^^^ byJthe?,Authbrity w ith  such conditions and
' information^ tfie Auihonfy ma)/ ‘specify‘from’iim e  to tim e ; .

(zv) the application shall be accompanied by a feasibility study in respect 
of the approved activities providing detailed information including the—

>i\.. * ‘Minima;-.:.! i. ^
(a)  description o f the project

(b) M arket survey on the p ro je c t;
>. - tr ie) Funding proposals

{d) Five year financial projections
(e) Environmental impact statement; and 

.t ; . (/), Any othejr information,$is may be specified by the Authority.

' 34.— (I)1, Application to undertake approved activities shall be considered 
within 7 days of!the receipt ofthe application and the applicant notified in writing 
of the'Authority's decision: 'r 5 '* * '

.■ ' ." j'...- - ir \  14 V. *'• *" •
(2) The activities that may be approved by the Authority include—

<■ (a) Trading1'?'5 ■ ! iW- '•
' v V ':>3“ nr. o,* * . • >* ■ i ■

(ib) International commercial arbitration services, mediation and conciliation;-Hi- v .\ ;  , * . w ' ru  w >;«• • •
(c) warehousing; .merchandising, and freight forwarding ;

. ,, (d) manufacturing, processing.and assembling o f goods ;
. - • ( e )  packaging, storage, repairing and'labelling;

{f ) Banking, insurance, stock exchange, leasing activities, auctioneering ;
. t< (gy The'storage’, import/ blending; distribution,'̂ export domestic trading, 

transpoitadori; hahdhngfand: p of petroleum products ;
t l .-i-W 'tf> row. U.rj. 1(h) Financing of the above activities ; and• -• •• ■ ’ . ; J. . ••

(t*) any. other activity as may be approved by Zone management.
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35. Subject to the provision of section 16(1) (c) of the Act, petroleum 
product may be imported, taking Into, stored disposed off and exported from the 
AEPZ in such quantities as the Authority may approved.

36. The general cohdition'applibable to licences issued by the authority in 
the Zone are contained in the First Schedule to these Regulations.

, j • ’! /  );t ' ' « • • > |‘i •".•'* ; '*
. . ... . . ;| / r ■ .'

37. An approved Enterprise: shall apply to the Authority for service land or
factory space in the A E P Z . /

f . i  Jr.?-1* v . V i o - y

by the Authority shall be in accordance, with the terms and conditions of the 
approved penult issued by,the A u th o ri^ ..,.; . ;!{v

(2) Applications for building permits shall only be submitted to the Authority
after the execution o f a leiase J agreement for the portion of land required by the 
Approved Enterprise;-'': ** hxi «L?w

(3) The Authority shall consider and grant building permit on such terms as 
it deems fit within 24 days o f the receipt of the application for the building permit

(4) Any m odification or correction required by the Authority shall be 
incorporated in the approved building,plan and complied with by the applicant.

39. An Approved Enterprise shall construct buildings and structures using 
fire resistant materials in accordance with building, public health and fire 
regulations as may be adopted by the Authority from time to time.

■ i J J • o  f ^  ‘ ‘ t; 'till \  S; I

40. Prior to the commencement of installation of machineries, the Approved 
Enterprise shall—

' (i) apply for power, water supply and electrical inspection test; and

(w) submit for the approval of the Authority its waste management and 
pollution control plan.

, 41.— (1 ) An A pproved Enterprise shall prior to the commencement of
operations apply to the Authority for a permit to commence operation.

(2) The Authority shall within 7 days of the receipt of the application carry 
out inspection o f the factory, site to ensure compliance with all applicable building, 
factory and public health laws and regulations. »-

(3) Where there are no. violations Of applicable rules and regulations, the 
Authority shall w ithin 14 days after the completion of inspection issue to the 
Approved Enterprise a permit for commencement of work.

(4) Where an Approved Enterprise has not complied with applicable laws 
or regulations, the Authority shall, within 24 hours after the completion of 
inspection issue a notification in writing to the Approved Enterprise and direct 
that the non-compliance be remedied within the period stipulated in the notice.

Petroleum
product
utilization.

Licensing of
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Enterprise.

Application 
for Land or 
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(5) In the exercise of its responsibilities under this Regulation, the Authority 
shall at all times act reasonably in conducting the inspection and determining 
compliance. . m  • > .

. 4 1 -K 1 ) An Approved Enterprise with a lease built-up factory space obtained 
from the Authority or ,other Approved Enterprises in the Zone shall commence 
operations within 6 months of the date of execution o f the lease agreement unless 
the period is extended for a further period of 3 months by the Authority.

43. An Approved Enterprise—

(a) with a lease of built-up factory space that fails to commence operations 
within 6 months after the execution of the lease agreement or such other 
extension as the Authority may grant; or

Cb) with a lease of land from the Authority that fails to commence 
devebpment ^ d  operatiop^within,3'months and 18 months respectively after 
the execurion-pf tlje lgase agreement or.such other extension as the Authority 
may grant, shall in accordance with and subject to the provisions o f Regulation 
27 of these Regulations be immediately deregistered without recourse to the 
Authority.’r r j^  ' :

t;5U! j j / l : * ;* - ‘b v * ? • :
Limitation 44. An Approved Enterprise may with the approval o f the Authority engage
on Rights io in approved actividesprovided that the operation of approved activities w ill not
enono#* .n cause damage-to humaniife and property, the environment or constitute a threat

to public.peace, order(or;national security.

Commence­
ment of 
Operations 
and
Development.

Deregistra­
tion for 
Failure to 
Commence 
Operation or 
Develop­
ment.

engage in 
Approved 
Activities.

45. Real property or any part thereof, where developed or not, shall not be 
leased or sub-leased in any form in the Zone without the prior written approval 
of the Authority having b^en first sought and obtained, such approval not to be 
unreasonably witfiheld or delayed.

46. An Approved Enterprise wishing to alter, expand or demolish any part 
of a leasedfactory buildingmust seek the prior approval o f the Authority and the 
owner before embarking on any such action.

Lease or 
Sublease to 
be Approved 
by the 
Authority.

Alteration, 
etc. of lease 
factor)' 
building. I
Payment of >v,;47. A ll approved Enterprise shallbe required to pay applicable ground rent
Ground Rent, at the prevailingxateXo the authority calculated on a monthly basis or as otherwise 

agreed in writing between the Authority and an approved Enterprise.

ni>: 48. An approved Enterprise shalbpay to the Authority the applicable rates 
per annum as marketing or promotion fees for services provided.

Marketing
and
Promotion
fees.

Withdrawal
from
Approved
Activities.

'.‘J v.i.
•T-.V;

49. Where ap{Approyed Enterprise<wishes to w ith d ra w  from ,an y  
approved activities in the Zone! it shall notify the authority o f such decision 
whereupon theAuthority shall have the right of first refusal to take over any 
of the buildingsidf-the Approved Enterprise within 21 business days at an 
agreedsum arid payment terms. * 4 °
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n Part i V — G eneral R egulations

50. Approved Enterprises within the Zone shall be entitled to the following 
incentives and concessions—

(a) exemption from  .ail— : ,. ;L,
(/) Federal, State and Local Government taxes, levies and rates;
(//) regulations pertaining to taxes, levies, duties andforeign exchange ;
(iii) customs duties and associated fees and charges ;/and
(zv) VA T on all imported products in relation to an approved activity,

including V A T  on site bonstruction activities and°6n locally procured
materials, equipment and services;

(b) repatriation o f foreign capital investment in the Zone at any time with 
capita] appreciatioruon the investment;

t
,(c) remittance o f profits and dividends earned by foreign investors in the 

Zone , i f. i

, (d) exemption from  the [requirement of import or export licenses;
; (e)< up to 100 p e r c e n to f what is produced, traded or stored within the Zone 

<• may be imported, exported or re-exported ;in-the Customs Territory against a 
valid permit, and on payment of appropriate duties;

y \  :‘ (/)v;rent ffee .J^d^epnstouQ tion  stage and thereafter rent shall be as 
determined by the Authority . w •. . n r  • \

1 •
«. . j  (^) penm s^on to have i^p.to 100 percent foreign ownership of any business 

in the Zone ;. •* '

(h) ^engagement o f foreign managers and qualified personnel by companies 
operating in the Zone ; ■ •' • .r *
, (/) import duty,op, goods, pianufactured, processed, stored or assembled in 

the Zone and exported intothe Customs Territory, shall be at the rate applicable 
to the raw materials in the state in which they are originally introduced into 
the Zone (except where the raw materials are local to the Customs Territory) 
in which event the duty applicable shall be zero-rated, provided that VAT shall 
not apply to such goods ; '

(/)’ any special product imported into the Zone under this scheme—
, 1 < :i. , ■ i 'o''.. J..*! ’ :

( i)  on which value has been added without changing the essential
character o f the product after processing in the Zone ; and

■l ' : f j J / j  : ut i i )  h  I . . . * '
(if) intended for the-Custqpis Territory.
s h a llfre g r^ te d  r75 perceiit^ebait on the.import duty.

. . . ;v . 'y;• i . > ■ . ■
i 51.-^(1) Goodsmanufactured.or producedin the Zone shall be imported 
into the Customs iTerritory irrespective of whether the goods, are prohibited or 
not; upon payment o f the appropriate-duty;! . tn'. . i ' *i\ :

(2) Stich goods shall iriciude furniture, shoes, garments, detergent powder.

Incentives
and
Concessions.

Additional 
Incentives in 
respect of 
certain 
goods.



washing liquid, foodstuffand beverages, packaging m aterials, hardware, 
household appliances, electrical appliances, building material, paper tissue and
batteries. ' r ! 1

• •(
(3) Provided that goods that have been assembled or packaged without 

meeting the 35 per cent value addition requirement shall not be allowed into the 
Customs Territory-1 ; tl v; v.... . }

Retail .52.— (1 )3?Rfetai 1 trade in the Zone shall only be conducted with the prior
Activities. approval of the/Xuthority and on such terms and conditions as may be imposed 

by the Authority.

,■ , }r(2) Retail jtnt^e.shall only be conducted in the Zone with the prior approval
of and on such terms and conditions as may,be imposed by the Authority.
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Authorization . 53.—(-1) A person'shall not enter,.remain in or reside in the Zone without 
of Movement the prior permission of the Authority, n
within the . .
20nCi ' ’ (2)- Entry into the Zone shall be subject to the presentation o f a pass arid

such other conditions as the Authority may stipulate from time-to-time.

(3) The Authority shall not unreasonably withhold or delay any permission 
or approval sought pursuant to paragraph (1) and (2 ) o f this Regulation to the 
extent that it would prevent or hinder an Approved Enterprise from carrying out 
an approved activity.

Abandoned 54.— (1>-The1 Authority shall have power to take over goods abandoned in
Goods. the Zone and dispose-of them as deemed fit.

(2) For the purpose of this Regulation, goods or property are abandoned 
where the owner or person in procession of such goods acts indifferent as to what 
becomes of the.goods after receiving written notification o f the impending disposal 
of the goods on two consecutive occasions.

Manufactur­
ing and 
Processing.

• ^  •(3)- Any dosts;incurred by the Authority in removing abandoned goods 
shall be; refunded-to the Authority on demand to the Approved Enterprise or 
owner o f the-abandoned goods.' : " ;i

••••M-H.it- •- .. ... % - • **; ‘ T
* v  - ,-55* . (ioods brought.into the, Zone by an A pproved Enterprise, except 

otherwise directed by the Authority, may be—  ,

(a), -stored, spld, exhibited, broken tip, packed, cleaned, marked, remarked, 
loaded, unloaded, .reloaded, divided, mixed, separated or otherwise handled;

. ■*! £.*»*:?• %fr.v * V-l' . • -! i>r ■« ■' ’or r .  • . . „  r f  . •' -9 u  • * * \'I r * '' • ’ / ' 1 * f
(b) worked; processed, 'or reprocessed or o therw ise  packaged or

manufactured; or
(c) consumed,'if the goods' are meant for consumption in the Zone ; or

• - (d) be removed from the Zoneor.sent into the Custotns Territory, whether as 
originally packedor otherwiseisubject,to the payment o f appropriate duties and 
to the provisions of the Customs, Excise Tariff, etc. (Consolidation) A c t; or».

/.• ( e ) ptheripctjvities as may be approved by the Authority.
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56. An Approved Enterprise'shall prepare and submit to the Authority at Quarterly 
the end of each quarter in  the format prescribed by the Authority, a report on its ^P0115- 
operations including report on. production, sales and flow of goods and raw 
materials during the period.

■j'
57. — (1) An Approved Enterprise shall prepare and keep proper and accurate Books o f

books of accounts and records in conformity with international accounting accounts and 
principles and standards. ;• cv records.

(2) Supplementary ledgers shall also be kept to provide daily entries of 
detailed postings on the receipts and issuances of raw-materials, finished products, 
waste and scraps.

58. An Approved Enterprise shall permit the inspection of its books and Inspection
records by the Authority as may be reasonably required. books-

59. An Approved Enterprise shall have its books of accounts duly certified Audited
--------. j  —i £•— l!Tii A I ’i i --------.i-- * •> accounts.as

not later than 30 days after its adoption.

60. Registration o f  vehicles iri the Zone shall be in accordance with the Registration 
rules and regulations laid down by the Authority in consultation with the Federal of vehicles. 

Road Safety Commission. ’ ’ if ‘ .

61. A  driver o f a vehicle in the Zone must be in possession of a valid lssucof
driving licence issued by the Federal Road Safety Commission or an international driving 
driving licence issued by an appropriate authority relevant to the class of vehicle licenccs> 
being driven. " ,,,J ' ! .

.vV '•* ylfri • ’• ’
62. Dedicated Free Zone Customs, Police and Immigration Command shall Customs’

be established to deal with matters pertaining to the movement of goods and fol,c.eand
, v  c _  • Immigration,persons into and out o f the Zone.

• ;»; :■ ' i • ‘ i • "
6 3 . — ( 1 ) For the purpose of operating within the Zone the following Customs Customs

procedures shall apply—  - ' . : Procedures.
»’ , j lj. ! It j U J*  ̂ ;

(/) goods released into the Customs Territory shall be classified as imports 
and shall be subject to all applicable duties and levies as applicable to Free 
Zone products ; li ,4' ‘ ■ v-' ? 1

(//) equipment and consumables to be used in the construction of facilities, 
operarion • o f an Approvedi Enterpriise and production of Free Zone products, 
irrespective o f whether such goods aire prohibited or not, may be imported into 
the Zone by aun Approved Enterprise free of any taxes, duties or levies;

(»7) gocKls'to be sold to other countries may be brought into the Zone from 
foreign territory and taken out o f the Zone to a foreign territory by an Approved 
Enterprise free o f  any taxes- duties or levies, irrespectiveof whether the goods 
are prohibited or not, and notwithstanding any value addition on the goods in 
theZone . ‘ ' l ' r  \  * ••

(2) Procedures set out :in the Second Schedule to these Regulations shall 
apply to—
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Work
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(a) ;impoiJsu)to:ar^d export of:goods from the Zone ;

• {b) the handling of goods which require repairs and maintenance ;
(c) tfansferdf goods from one Approved Enterprise to another;
{d) transfer of goods from one Free Zone to an o th er; and

ryiy-js !*.{{{; 1 | . ’»'■ ' '• •
(e) 'other procedures applicable to the AEPZ.

64.— (1) An Approved Enterprise shall on the execution o f a lease agreement 
with the Authority.for built-up factory space or land for development as factory 
site apply ,to the Authority for work permit for its expatriate workers in such 
format as the Authority may stipulate!

■ i.
(2) Applications for work permits for expatriate staff shall only be accepted 

by the Authority if in conformity with the Authority’s requirements.i j y. >Y-
(3) Upon the receipt of an application for work permit for expatriate staff,

the Authority shall process the application within 30 days o f the receipt of the 
application. ?

• ■■ !'■■■■'
,65. An Approved Enterprise shall forward to the Authority at the end of 

each quarter Web information as the Authority may require on the use made of 
the permits**issiied by the Authority on the employment o f expatriate staff.

66v The Authority shall ensure the provision of security over the premises, . 
properties and facilities’within the Zone,

” "67.— ( I ) 1 The Authority shall cause to be published a list o f charges for 
services rendered in the Zone which charges may be revised by the Authority 
from;time,ta time.as deemed appropriate by the Authority.

ij'.....(2) TheAuthonty shall ensure that copies of the published-list of charges,
and any revision thereto, are made available on request to operators and licences
intheZone.;v<^lU*?;/‘ •** . ; ‘ •

68. Except as provided under the Aci, an enactment applicable in the 
Customs Territory shall apply within the Zone.

! 69.— (1) Atiy dispute arising between Approved Enterprises in the Zone 
shall first be resolved amicably between the Approved Enterprises.

, ; (2) Where Approved Enterprises failed to reach an amicable settlement of 
adispute, it’shah berrpferred to the Authority for mediation. *. f,, •

(3) Disputes between an Approved Enterprise and a Government Agency 
or PepartmeptWW® £ ° ne> J?& brought to the.notice o f  the Authority by the
Approved Ente^rise .c5ncemed}and:the Authority shall assist the Approved 
Enterprise, in ^negotiations, mediation and reconciliation o f the matter. ,

Where' any dispute arises between an Approved Enterprise and its 
employees, which cannot be amicably settled, it shall (unless an alternative dispute 
re^olutiqn procedum reasonably acceptable to the Authority is stipulated in the
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relevant empK)yment‘jContract) be .referred, to the Authority, who shall take all 
necessary steps to settle the matter between the parties... ..

(5) In all cases.of dispute,-jin the Zone, the Authority reserves the right to 
intervene at any stage of. any dispute in order to maintain industrial peace in the 
Zone. ■ i * ■. i; ■ ■ . i * * j a i ? • i ! i -i / - >• , r m ? < • ■<.* .? *

70. In the resolution o f disputes in the Zone, the appropriate laws of the 
Customs Territory shall appLy.pnless otherwise agreed by the parties to the dispute.

71. An expatriate employee of an Approved Enterprise shall not accept 
employment outside the Zone or;pffer the same services outside the Zone without 
the prior approval o f the Authority..-vv , • . i -/.

72.— (1 ) Approved-.Enterpnses shall adhere to,applicable.environmental 
ppllution laws and regulations and shall ensin e that pollution treatment facilities 
or other suitable devices are used to ensure that wastes and pollutants caused by 
their production processes are kept within tolerable limits as prescribed by the 
applicable laws and regulations. iJf A‘' ‘ ' */

(2) Approved Enterprises shall ensure that pollution treatment facilities or 
other suitable devices are used to ensure that wastes and pollutants caused by 
their production processed are kept within tolerable limits as prescribed by 
applicable laws and regulations. ' ^  ‘ '

(3) The'Authority'shall insjpect and monitor the operations of anti-pollution 
devices and measures h r the Zone and shall apply appropriate sanctions for 
breaches of applicable laws?and regulations.

73.— (1) The Authority shall be responsible for general beautification of 
the Zone and in particular, the Authority shall be responsible for the maintenance 
of facilities such as/roads, drainage, street lighting, water supply, sewage lines 
and fire fighting.. >. r

(2) Maintenance works executed by the Authority at the instance of an 
Approved Enterprise shall be-paid for by the Approved Enterprise.

(3) Connection o f factory building to power, water supply, sewage lines, 
fire1 fighting* system and telecommunication lines shall be at the rale approved by 
the Authority/- > i  r i l

■:i '; (4) ’ An Approved Enterprise1 that owns and operate factories in the Zone shall
be responsible for the* beautification of the immediate surrounding of its factories.

V , ( TV  '.n  iff”- * :f! • *;•**»<
(5) Payments fo r services consumed by the Approved Enterprise shall

be paid at the prevailing rates.
i'-'.’fTJ 'j i  i f? 'rr

,,74.— (1) ., Implementations o f these Regulations shall be by Notice duly 
issued or publicly displayed. M , t . . . .  u /<r
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(2) These Regulations shall come into force on a date to be determined by 
the Authority or the Zone Management. \ 5 •

75. All matters not provided in these Regulations except those expressly 
stated thercin that^ey 'would be provided for by specific regulation shall be 
subject to existing laws and regulations and all aforesaid Regulations shall 
constitute pait,ofthe^ Regulations. i:< _

1 ' 5' !J P a r t  V -^ -R b g o l a t io n s  P e r t a in in g  t o  B a n k s  i n  t h e  Z o n e

Types of 76.— (1) The two types of banks licenced and authorized to operate within
banksand the Zone a r e - r ........ .. .
ownership. *'

' ( a )  a bank established under the Banks and Other Financial Institutions
Act, (BOFIA) or other relevant legislations ; or

(b) a licensed foreign bank.

Application 
to establish a 
bank to carry 
on banking 
business.

(2) A bank'established in the Zone, referred pursuant to paragraph (1 )(n) of 
this Regulation, shalf maintain records and books o f account o f its operations 
independent of its parent bank.

(3) Banks licensed to operate in the Zone may be owned w holly by Nigerians 
or foreigners or jointly by Nigerians and foreigners.

T l.rr iX X -pnly ab ^ lic e n s e d  under B O F IA , or other relevant legislations 
or a licensed foreign bank shall qualify to apply to the Authority for approval to 
establish a bank to carry on banking business in the Zone.

(2) An application.for an operating permit shall be submitted through the 
Authority to the .Cenitr^ Bank,of Nigeria, ( ‘C B N ’ ) with the fo llow ing—

(i) two copies each of the applicant’s M em orandum  and Articles of
Association.*; 1, ‘ -.;
, r (u) tmeopies o f the applicant’slbanking licence, issued by the C B N  under 
BOFIA,;oc pth« le^slations or its banking licence issued by the appropriate 
authority in the country where the bank was incorporated ; and r *  ■
\  (iiQ a copy of the, applicant’s resolution duly passed at a meeting of its 
directors approving th$ proposed application for a licence to carry on banking 
business in the Zone.

of the applicant shall be communicated to the C BN within 4  weeks.
Capital 
requirements 
for banks 
within the 
Zone.

7 8 . ^ 0 i The minimum issued aqd paid-up capital for banks licensed under 
BOFLA orunderqtfcer legislations and for foreign banks in the Zone shall be 
USD 10 million or such other amount as the C B N  may from  time to time 
prescribe':™- W .  !

0 0 In addition, a bank in the Zone shall be required to meet the established 
international capital adequacy ratio of 8 per cent and liquidity requirements as 
may be specified by the CBN from time to time. ,
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(iii) Licensed banks in the Zone shall appoint fit and proper persons in key 
management positions asppescribed in-relevant circular issued by the CBN 
fromtime-, t o t i m e ^ v v • •: v;

79.— ( i ) ‘ A  bank'in  the Zone*shall be required to disclose to the CBN 
the eq uity i nterests o f its  directors or key officers i ti :&ny Appro ved Enterprise 
within the Zone in accordance with the provision of subsection (3) of section 
18 of the B O F IA . v j / V n-. n: ;>fh* •. . -i. • ■•• • .

(2) Failure to
may result in the rem oval o f the bank directors or officers.

gulation

. • • * • y  •. V  I . f  T / . * * • tmt * I : v , \
(3) It  shall be die duty of a director of. a bank in the Zone who is in

anyway, whether directly or indirectly interested in t̂he grant of an advance, loan 
or credit facility w ith the baink to declare the nature of his interest at a meeting of 
the board of directors o f the bank.

80.— (1) The sources o f funds for banks within the Zone include—
f j . ( r s " f

(a) deposits o f non-bank customers, such as—
(f) multinational or international Corporations;

?.il( ii) non-resident individuals ;
(iii) Approved Enterprises in the A E P Z;
(iv) regional Financial Agencies or institutions; and
(v) Euro-M oney Markets. iv>:-, ■ . *

(b) Inter-bank borrowing within banks in AEPZ or with foreign banks;
(c) export proceeds ;

! (d )  Equity C a p ita l; ’ lv *1 01 1

(2) A  bank in the Zone may utilize its funds for the following purposes—

(i) foreign exchange loans and advances to non-residents and residents ;

(ii) investments in international securities markets ; *
(iii) operational expenses ’; f
(iv) payment o f  dividends \  ’ , v •
(v) interest on dep o s itsan d  .; . * OV./J - /■ kJi; •>•.*••• ■> '• ' •
(vi) payments for imports.

- r . ; >  . ■ J;i j t 'aHt * ths-Mv* : V-. ;W‘ « . .  ’
(3) The sources o f and uses;p f  funds by banks in the Zone shall in addition

to the provision o f this Regulation be goyerned,by, such guideline, as may be 
issued from time to tim e by the CBN. In additipn, the following provisions of the 
CBN circular ’o f  i l  August12 0 0 5 ;shall'apply—  1 •’

.• v.\. '•? 'f\\ ■ • - I . '*> i  I*;1 ' -
(a). .ap p lica tio n T o r foreigp exchange,(fpr. visible and invisible trade 

transactions by Approved Enterprise shall not qualify for financing from the 
Nigerian foreign exchange market';’1' r ""  J >rr ‘

Disclosure
Requirements.

Sources and 
uses of 
funds.
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Incentives.

External
accounts.

([>) all visible arid invisible trade transactions from the Zone to the Nigerian 
Customs Territory are eligible for payment in foreign exchange, using funds 
purchased from the Nigerian foreign exchange market provided that where 
the operator elect to be paid in Naira, the proceeds from  such transaction shall 
not qualify for repatriation in foreign exchange sourced from the forei gn market 
of the Nigerian Customs Territory ;

(c) on the other hand, exports from the Nigerian Customs Territory to the 
Zone shall attract payment in foreign exchange, and be subject to mandatory 
repatriation of proceeds; and

(d) for visible and invisible trade transactions from  the Zone and exports 
into the Zone, the relevant existing processes, documentation requirements 
and procedures applicable in Nigeria, including any form o f inspection, shall 
also apply.'* :’

81. A bank operating in the AEPZ shall enjoy the follow ing incentives—

(0 freedom to move funds in and out of the Zone ;
(ii) exemption of all its documents from stamp duties ;
(iii) exemption fiom wkhholding lax requirements on interest payable on 

deposit, dividends, and royalties ;
(iv) exemption from corporate ta x ;
(v) exemption from estate duty, inheritance, or capital gains tax on the 

inheritance, or capital gains rax on the inheritance o f its shares or property ;
(vi) interest rates on loans and deposits are not liable to domestic monetary

controls;and J k v . i
. vyV.

(vii) exempdoifefh^n payment .of duties on imports, o f furniture, office 
equipment and other facili&s necessary for its operations.

82.— (1) An Approved Enterprise (including a licensed bank) or a non­
resident in the ZoiWis^qweflto open external accounts with licensed commercial 
banks in the Custotn^Tcrritory of Nigeria for the sole purpose o f defraying its 
statutory, operation^ administrative and salary expenses. ,

(2) External accounts and the cheques issued for their operation shall be clearly 
marked “External Account’' with the country of permanent resident o f the account 
holder as follows “External Account-Ghana”, or “External Account- Japan”

(3) The external account shall be funded from the sale o f foreign currencies 
for Naira provided that it shall not be funded with Naira from any other source in 
Nigeria withom the-prior approval of the CBN.

I- r- 'jriiVihW ~ *r».•*.
(4) Payments made by rodents into an external account shall not be allowed 

except with the prior written approval of the CBN. Transfers from  other external 
accounts’maintained by the same account holder are however allowed.

' ' 7 r  }■ V ; Ij.’fi j * • ‘i t i  . * /»•*

(5) A non-resident in the Zone shall be allowed to maintain both an external 
account and a resident’s accounts in any licensed bank in the Custom Territory.
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(6) The C B N  may from time to time issue guidelines for the operation of 
external accounts by non-residents.

83. A bank in the Zone is permitted to—

(0 accept foreign currency deposits;
(//) grant to any person any. advance, loans or credit facility, or give any financial 

guarantee, or incur any other liability on behalf of any person so that the total 
value of the advance, loan, credit facility, financial guarantee to any resident is 
not more than 35%  o f the shareholders’ fund unimpaired by losses;

(///) grant foreign currency loans exceeding 10 per cent of its paid-up capital 
to any resident without the CBN prior approval; •

(iv) make remittances o f funds abroad or to the Customs Territory on behalf 
of any non-resident; and

(v) undertake any-other foreign exchange transaction as the CBN may from 
time to time prescribe. .

84. Prohibited activities for the banks in the Zone include—

(/) accepting foreign currency deposits from residents;
* • i . ’

0‘0  accepting Naira deposits account from any residents or non-residents;
' i ‘ * * • •

(Hi) granting N a ira  loans Jo or raising any Naira loans on behalf of residents 
or non-residents ; • : i •

(iv) opening any Naira account with any resident bank, except external 
account ;

(v) borrowing in N a ira  from any resident, including Authorised dealer banks, 
except with approval o f the CBiN ;

(vz) sourcing foreign exchange in the foreign exchange market of the 
Customs Territory ; and, j :.

(vi7) undertaking any other" transactions which are detrimental to national 
interest or which are. contrary to the CBN guidelines.

85. Financial institutions within AEPZ are required to comply with the 
following—  •

(a) record keeping o f all complex, unusual or suspicious transactions;
(b ) report any single transaction, lodgment or transfer of funds in excess of 

ft 1,000,000 (One M illio n  Naira) or its equivalent in the case of an individual 
or N 5 ,000,000 (F ive  M illio n  Naipa)' or its equivalent in the case of body 
corporate ;

(c) develop programmes to combat the laundering of proceeds of a crime 
or other illegal acts within the institution which shall include ;

(z) the designation o f compliance officers at the management level;
(if) internal audit unit scrutinizing and ensuring that records arc well 

k e p t;

Permissible 
activities by 
banks.

Prohibited
activities.

Know Your 
Customer’s 
(KYC) 
Directive.
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Contraven­
tions and 
penalties.

Resolution 
of disputes.

(m) on-going training and awareness for ail the staff ; and
(iv) display of notice or posters in a conspicuous place directing the

attention of customers and the general public to the dangers associated
with money laundering and other financial crimes ;
{(I) forward all suspicious transaction reports and other related investigation 

reports’to the Economic’ and financial Crimes Commission (E F C C ) and Nigeria 
Financial Intelligence1 Unit within 7 days;

(c) document jeopies of reports torwarded to the E F C C  lor on-sitc 
investigation by CBN’s examiners; and

(J) ensure strict adherence tp, the provisions o f the M oney Laundering 
(Prohibition) Act, 2004 which prohibits a transaction in excess of N  1,000,000 
(One Millton);o'r‘its Equivalent1an the case of an individual or N 5 ,000,000 (Five 
Million Naira) or its equivalent in the case o f a body corporate except such a 
transaction is Inade through a financial institution.

86. The CBN may from time to. time specify penalties for contravention of 
its guidelines and directives;

: !- s: * 1 «
87. — (1) Disputes between banks and their customers arising from the 

operations of the banks may be referred to the A uthority  for resolution in 
consultation with the CBN.

(2) Decision in any dispute does not preclude a.dissatisfied party from 
seeking justice in the daw courts.

Surrender 88. A bank operating in the Zone may voluntarily surrender its licence
and with the prior hotification of the CBN through the Authority.
Revocation -
of Licence. • i . • r
Revocation 89. The grounds for revoking a licence granted to a bank in the Zone may
of licence. ^  or ^  0f  foe :foUp>ying—  .; *

(0 submission of false information or data during or after the application 
for a licence ; V/ 4V. ; . .  y  jA • ,, /

(iif) engaging in functions or activities outside the scope o f the licence ;
(i/0 persistent failure to comply with request for information or data in the 

manner specified by, the CBN ;
(iv) failure to comply with the provisions o f these Regulation, the NEPZA  

(Banking Business).Regulations or any other directive as may be issued by 
the CBN from time to tim e; and
• (v) if  the operating licence or authorisation o f its parent bank has been
withdrawn by theiegulatory authority of the country in which it has its principal 
place of b u s i n e s s . , . 1

Definition of 90. In this Pajtr-vi; '
terms.

(a) “Residenf' means:



(/) a citizen o f Nigeria ;
(ii) a person granted permission to reside permanently in Nigeria ; or
(iii)  a business enterprises or institution registered or incorporated and 

operating in the Customs Territory of Nigeria ;
(b) “Non-Resident” means :

( 0 any person who is resident outside the Customs Territory of Nigeria 
such as expatriate staff in the Zone ; or

(//') any business enterprise or institution registered or incorporated and 
an enterprise from  outside the Customs Territory of Nigeria, *such as the 
Approved Enterprise and licensed Banks in the Zone.
(c) “External Account” means an account opened for non-residents by Banks 

licensed under B O F IA , or other legislations to operate in (he Customs Territory 
of Nigeria. An external account is allowed solely for defraying statutory, 
operational, and administrative and salary expenses of non-residents, and it is 
funded only from the sale of foreign currencies for Naira,.and cannot be funded 
with Naira from any other source without the CBN’s approval;

(d) “Resident Account” means any account opened for a resident or a 
temporary visitor to Nigeria by Banks licensed under BOFIA to operate in the 
Customs Territory o f Nigeria ;

(e) “Free Zones” means Export Processing Zones and Free Trade Zones 
created under the Act and other relevant legislations;

(f ) “ Customs Territory” means areas in Nigeria where there arc no 
exemptions for payment of customs duties on imports, company income tax 
and other such duties and taxes ;

(g) “AuthorisedBanks” means banks licensed under BOFIA, and authorized 
to deal in foreign exchange in the Customs Territory of Nigeria.

P a r t  V I — H ealth  S afety and Environment M atters

91. A ll incidents or accidents involving loss and material damage or physical 
injury in the Zone must be reported to the Authority as soon as practicable after 
the occurrence o f the incident or accident.

92. An Approved Enterprise that owns a factory in the Zone shall be 
responsible for the beautification of the immediate surroundings of its factory 
and the Authority shall be responsible for general beautification of the Zone.

93. The Authority shall be responsible for the maintenance of facilities including 
roads, drainages, street lightening, wate/"supply line, sewage line, fire fighting. Any 
extraordinary maintenance works executed by the Authority at the instance of an 
Approved Enterprise shall.be for the account of the Approved Enterprise.

94. The Zone Management within AEPZ shall—

(a) ensure that competent persons are made to supervise all facets of 
operations ;

Report
obligation.

Aesthetics.

Maintenance 
of facilities.
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Site
managers
and
supervisors 
(centres and 
facilities) 
responsibili­
ties.

(b) provide all necessary HSE equipment and facilities at sites and ensure 
their appropriate use;

(c) provide suitable Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and ensure their 
use;

(d) assess negative impacts of its activities on the environment'and where 
necessary adequately mitigate the risk of losses or damages arising from them;

{e) make conscious efforts to restore any negatively impacted environment;
(f) ‘ inform employees, service providers and the general public, when necessary, 

of any known or identified potential hazards arising from its activities ;
(g) monitor all activities regularly to ensure strict compliance with all HSE 

guidelines, laws, rules and regulations ; and
(/i) recognize and reward performance improvement initiatives with regard

to HSE rules and regulations.
• \ • . %

95. Site managers and supervisors are responsible for effective and efficient 
HSE oriented,operations and must recognize that HSE is an integral part of each 
operation and shall accordingly—

(a) understand and implement the H SE Procedure as slated in the 
Regulations contained in this Part;
• (b) set a safe and good example for other employees and service providers
as well as client staff to follow ;

(c) ensure that proper work procedures are followed and complied with at 
all times; j

(id) induct new employees on hazards associated with his job ;
(e) have in-depth knowledge of the hazards associated with each operation;

• | r* J *. ,
(f ) ensure all employees and service provider staff members use their PPE 

where applicable y - ’
(g) communicate safe work procedures to each employee ;
(/i) observe other staff and service providers work practice and correct 

where necessary;
(0 ensure all facilities and work environments are in an acceptable 

condition to ensure application of sound HSE practices ;
(/) investigate and report all accidents and near accidents ;
(k) recommend andimplement corrective measures ;
(0 carry out periodic HSE inspections ;
(m ) ; counsel employees and recommend erring employees for discipline ; 

and
(n) ensure that all first aid and fire fighting facilities receive adequate 

maintenance and are in good working condition.



96. Every employee has a personal responsibility to contribute to safe work Employee 
performance and this can be achieved through co-operation with the supervisor resP°nsibi!i- 
and other employees. Each employee shall—

(a) work safely and efficiently using the PPE provided and comply with all 
relevant company’s H S E  Policy as well as other rules and operating procedures;

(,b) comply with all relevant statutory laws, regulations and guidelines;
(ic) seek guidance from  managers or supervisor when in doubt about correct 

work procedures ;

(d) report to the supervisor every accident or near accidents as well as 
unsafe work practice or unsafe conditions that may lead to injury or damage ;

(e) assist in the immediate, counter measures as stipulated in Emergency 
Plans; and

\

( f )  be disciplined.

97.— ( 1) Service providers shall—

(0) comply w ith the H SE Procedure in this Regulation, as well as laws, 
regulations and standards related to the scope of the services provided during 
the performance o f their contractual obligations;

(b) report every accident or near accidents as well as unsafe work practices 
or unsafe conditions that may lead to injury or damage to Zone Management;

(c) co-operate w ith Zone Management in identifying HSE issues during 
the planning, designing and execution of work programs ;

M) provide employees with induction, training and PPE to execute their 
specified work safely and to meet policy and regulatory requirements ;

(<?) make available to Zone Management for evaluation, records of its past 
safety performance, present procedures or programmes, and projected capability 
to achieve an acceptable H S E  performance and its compliance with applicable 
HSE laws, regulations and standards ; and

Service
providers
responsibili­
ties.

■ \

(J) indemnify Zone Management for any negligence on their part relating 
to HSE.

(2) Where service providers fail to meet their obligations to adequately 
advice, train, equip and protect their employees in the performance of their assigned 
duties, Zone Managem ent reserves the right to intervene and take any steps 
necessary to avert HSE risks.

98. Induction training w ill be conducted by facility managers or supervisors hse 
When—  '  Induction

f,c training.
(,a) a new employee begins w o rk ;
(b) service provider staff begins working on a site for the first time,
(c) new plant or equipment is introduced;
(id) policies or procedures are updated ; and
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(e) it is discovered that any o f the employees o f the zone or staff of the 
service provider is not sufficiently grounded or has insufficient knowledge in 
the use of assigned PPE and other safety equipment indicating that employee 
has not retained the requisite understanding or skill.

Occupational 99.— (1) Allsites are required to have an equipped First-A id Box and site
health ant! managers or supervisors shall be trained in Firs* A id .
safety.

(2) Staff shall ensure that they report to their relevant superior whenever 
they are not in good health.

(3) Any employee under the influence o f alcohol, narcotics or any other 
intoxicant whether prescribed or otherwise w ill not be allowed on the job.

(4) Horse ply, practical jokes and provocation w ill not be allowed under 
any circumstances; and

(5) Sexual harassment shall not be tolerated.

Control of 100.— (1) All employers of the Zone and service providers within AEPZ
hazardous ^  staff shall comply with any statutory regulations and guidelines set out 
substances. for ^  control of hazardous substances using the manufacturers’ and suppliers’ 

HSE guide and their own knowledge of the work processes.

• (2) All employers of the Zone and service providers and their staff shall 
ensure that exposure of workers to hazardous substances shall receive) thorough 
and adequate,training and information on the HSE issues relating to such type of 
work and it shall be mandatory for such workers to undergo periodic medical 
checks.

. i• • • »

(3) All waste materials shall be disposed o f carefully and in such a way 
that they do not constitute any hazard to employees, clients; the general public 
and the environment.

Fire • 101.— (1) All person must conduct their activities in such a manner as to
prevention. remove the risk  of fire and “No Smoking” signs shall be strictly obeyed.

(2) Combustible materials shall not be kept in the offices or near any source 
of ignition.

(3) All site managers and supervisors shall be responsible for keeping their 
activities and operational areas safe from fire.

(4) All employees of the zone and staff of the service providers shall undergo 
induction training in fire prevention practices, use o f fire extinguishers and 
emergency procedures*’'T

(5) It is everybody’s responsibility to prevent the outbreak o f fire.

Fire Fighting 102.— (1) Fire fighting equipment shall be provided at strategic locations
guidelines. 0n all sites.’ v;il !

(2) A ll employees of the zone and staff o f service providers familiarize 
themselves with their areas of operation and shall give special attention to the
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locations of fire extinguishers and other fire fighting equipment. They use this 
equipment promptly to respond to an outbreak of fire.

(3) Fire righting facilities shall not be blocked from easy access, removed 
or used for purposes other than fire fighting. ,■ i .  - i'i J ... > " : • ; >:

(4) In case o f any defect or discharge of extinguisher, report shall be made 
to the immediate supervisor and no disciplinary action shall be taken for reporting 
such incidents.

103. — ( l )  Fire exits shall be provided at all strategic locations shall not be 
blocked or use as temporary stores, and where the exits are locked, keys shall be 
provided inside boxes with glass cover which can be broken to access keys for 
use in case o f an emergency.

(2) Automatic lighting shall be provided in exit corridors, walkways and
above exit doors. • \  '? ■■■'

(3) Muster points shall be identified and made known to all employees of
the zone and staff o f the service providers: •• ■

104. Each Approved Enterprise shall have an emergency plan which shall 
be based on the follow ing procedures—  i

(a) i f  a fire or other emergency is noticed, raise an alarm;
(b) operate any manual or automatic danger alarm system, where applicable;

1 •. ' (; **< v. >
(c) attack the fire  w ith  available fire fighting equipment;
(d) call for help by phoning the Fire Brigade and the Nigerian Police whose 

Contact details shall be provided at each site ;
(e) close, all windows and doors to prevent easy spread of the fire;
i f )  escape to designated safe pjlace or muster point; and
(g) fire marshals shall give;further directives to all occupants.

105. — <1) Employees in the Zone and staff of service providers shall be 
provided with PPE when and where applicable and necessary.

(2) It is mandatory for rill employees to wear their PPE while executing
their functions. .

(3) Employees o f the Zone and staff of service providers provided with 
PPE shall receive adequate training on the use and maintenance of PPE

(4) A ll PPE provided shall be maintained in good working order.

(5) Failure on the part o f the employees to comply with these instructions 
will attract appropriate disciplinary action.

106. — (1 ) A l l  employees and services provider staff requiring protective 
garments shall be provided for them by their respective employer.

(2) These shall be worn at every occasion when the employees are carrying 
out their Official assignment

Fire Exits.

Emergency
evacuation
procedures.

Personal
protective
equipment

Uniform or 
overall.
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(3) Soiled garments shall be washed thoroughly in order to prevent fire 
and skin diseases.

(4) Rings, bangles, neck chains or loose dresses shall not be worn.

Safety shoes. 107.— (1) Safety shoes shall be worn at a!! w ork areas identified  as having
risk of foot injury. 5

(2) Walking bare foot as well as the wearing o f slippers and sandals are 
prohibited in these areas.

. Breathing 108.—(1) Appropriate dust masks or breathing apparatus shall be worn at
#  apparatus. all times where air contamination may ex ist 

car 1
protection 
and doves.

^  •
109*—(1) Employees of the zone and staff o f service providers shall be 

brought to the Zone at all times.

(2) Where any unsafe condition or practice is noticed, it shall be brought to 
the immediate attention of their supervisor.

(3) When uncertain about the safe practice or procedure fo r performing 
any job, advice shall jbe sought from their im m ediate supervisor or safety 
representative. J" .'

• :'!( Vj\ 'V ‘
(4) A ll work practices shall be assessed periodically w ith a view  to removing 

any hazard and promote good occupational health o f the w o rkfo rce and 
environment n *

Authorized ll(k — (1) Only employees of the zone and staff o f service providers w ho
are dully and properly authorized may be allowed access to restricted areas.

Wo*
practice.

(2) Where areas of work have an impact on other components o f a facility 
or in which other work is underway, permits to work in  the area must be sought 
from the site m anner or supervisor to ensure co-ordination o f activities.

Tag m and 111.— ( I )  Prior to performing work on electrically driven equipment or
^  other energysources, the circuit shall be de-energized and the start up switch

shall be tagged with a “Danger! Do Not Operate'’ tag.

i (2). The' teclmician shall personally lock out the board to prevent

Hot work 
(such as 
welding, 
grinding and 
flame 
cutting).

* £ • i ‘ ill ■ '?” ! •*' ’ i,

(3) A  person is not allowed to remove the tag except the technician or 
qualified Officer. /*  ■
■ / 1; i : f ■ f? . V 'o .  • ;  ; -•

AHot Work Permit shall be obtained from  the Zone Management 
before carrying out any work on any site.

(2 ) Appropriate fire fighting equipment shall be positioned and manned 
before carrying out such hot work.
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113. -1—(1 )  T h e  r ig h t  to o l  f o r  the  jo b  sha ll a lw ays be used.

(2) Only tools in sound, safe condition may be used.

(3 ) A l l  e q u ip m e n t  o n  a l l  s ite s  s h a ll be m ain ta ined  in  good w ork ing  condition.

(4) O n ly  e m p lo y e e s  o f  th e  zone  and s ta ff o f  service providers who are 
adequately t ra in e d  m a y  u s e  o r  w o r k  w ith  m ach ine  in  the course o f the ir duties.

(5 ) A n y  e q u ip m e n t  th a t  c o u ld  pose a r is k  to  the w e ll being o f persons in the 
work p lace  s h a ll  b e  re s t r ic te d  to  a u th o r iz e d  persons on ly  and shall be clearly 
marked “ A U T H O R IS E D  P E R S O N S  O N L Y ” . A  p e rm it to w o rk  must be obtained 
prior to w o r k in g  o n  m a c h in e .

! •

114. — (1 )  A l l  p a s s a g e w a y s  and aisles shall be kept clear o f debris and 
electric ca b les  a n d  n o t  b e  u se d  as f lo o r  storage.

(2 ) W e t s u rfa c e s  s h a l l  be  e ith e r  c le a r ly  m arked w ith  warning signs or covered 
with s u ita b le  n o n - s l ip p e r y  m a te r ia ls .

(3 )  W h e r e  f o r k l i f t s  o r  o th e r  m o v in g  m a ch in e ry  m ust use the same
passageway w i t h  p e d e s tr ia n s ,  a d e q u a te  w a rn in g  signs shall be p rom inen tly  
displayed and  b o th  p e d e s tr ia n s  and  equ ipm e n t operator must exercise extreme 
caution and c a re . . .

(4 ) E q u ip m e n t  s h a ll  be  p ro p e r ly  pos itioned  to avoid any obstruction to the 
w alkways. .*

(5 ) C h a n g e s  in  f l o o r  e le v a t io n  and c e ilin g  heights shall be clearly marked.
■ft j  : '

(6 ) P a ss a g e w a y s  n e a r  d a n g e ro u s  operations such as heavy materials lif tin g , 
m achinery o p e ra t io n  o r  w e ld in g  s h a ll be c lea rly  marked.

(7 ) R a is e d  w a lk w a y s  a nd  p la tfo rm s  sha ll have handrails.

115. — (1 )  A l l  w o r k in g  lo c a tio n s  sha ll kept clean and orderly.

(2 ) W a lk in g  s u rfa c e s  s h a ll-b e k e p t d ry  and appropriate steps taken to ensure 
that the s u rfa c e s  a re  k e p t  c le a n  and  s lip -re s is ta n t/.

(3) Spills shall be cleaned up immediately.

(4 ) A l l  o fT c u ts ,  s c ra p , w as te  and debris shall be p rom ptly  removed and
safely d is p o s e d . . * ... . . . .

(5 )  A l l  s ite s  a n d  p re m is e s  sh a ll be kep t clean and free from  weeds and 
vegeta tion . A l l  m a n h o le s , p its .a n d ; f lo o r  openings shall be covered when not in 
use and c le a r ly  m a rk e d  w h e n  opened .

(6 ) A l l  o i l  a n d  gas f i r e d  d e v ice s  sha ll be equipped w ith  flam e fa ilu re  controls 
which w i l l  p re v e n t th e  f lo w  o f  fu e l i f  p ilo ts  o r m ain  burners are not w ork ing .

(7 )  C o m b u s t ib le  su bs ta n ces  s h a ll be stored in  special storage areas, not in 
the o ff ic e  a n d  a ccess  to  these  a reas .sha ll be p roh ib ited  in  these storage areas.

116 . — ( 1)  S ta irw a y s  o f  'la d de rs  sh a ll be s tr ic tly  fo r  the use o f  qua lified  and 
trained e m p lo y e e s  w h o s e  sched u le s  o f  d u ty  inc lude  the use o f  them.

i

Machinery 
and hand 
tools.

Walkways.

Working
locations.

Stairways 
and ladders.
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Mechanical 
and manual 
handling.

(2) Stairways o r ladders shall be ke p t c lea n , d ry  a n d  n o n -  s l ip p e r ) ' a t a ll lim es.

(3) The m axim um  load the equ ipm ent can c a n y  s h a ll be  c le a r ly  in d ica te d  on it.
\

. , ,  117.—:(1) L if t in g  and m o v in g  o b je c ts  m u s t b e  d o n e  b y  m e c h a n ic a l devices 
where p ra c tic a b le ; ■

(2 ) . The equipment used fo r lif t in g  shall be :app rop ria te  fo r  l i f t in g  o r  m o v in g  task ;

(3) T lic  m axim um  load the equipm ent can ca rry  sh a ll be c le a r ly  ind ica te d  on i t ;

■ 1 (4 ) L iftin g -a rid  m o v in g  devices sha ll o n ly  be  o p e ra te d  b y  e m p lo y e e s  tra ined, 
qua lifie d  and a rith o rfte d  to operate them . ’

(5 ) -E very  load  shall be inspected  fo r  sh a rp  e d g e s , w e t  o r  g re a s y  patches.
< • . U, • . K

Travel and 
Transportation.

(6) hand gloves shall be worn when lifting or moving any load with sharp 
or splintered edges.

(7) Hand gloves shall be free of oil, grease or agents which might impair 
good grip.

: . ■ : • ’ ’ V/;
. (8) The route .shall be inspected to ensure that .it is free from obstruction or 

spillage, which might'.cause tripping or slipping.

(9) Employee of the zone or staff of a service provider shall not attempt to 
lift or move any; load considered tpo heavy to manage com fortably and no 
individual shall attenjipt.to lift more than 35kg without assistance.

(10) , Whe;e tearn lifting or.moving is necessary, one person shall act as 
coordinator, giving orders to lift, lower as the case may be.

118.— (1) All vehicles are to b,e driven carefully and w ith due care.

(2) Reckless pr unsafe driving practices shall attract disciplinary action.

(3) Drivers ̂ hallfee in the possession of valid and current driving licences.

(4) Vehicles sftkfl be used for authorized purpose only.

(5) Accidents and near accidents shall be reported to the Zone M  anagement.

(6) All vehicles shall be properly maintained and kept clean and tidy.

‘ 119.—( I f  Prior to the commencement o f any work activity, managers and
supervisors shall be required to carry out a hazard analysis to identify and assess 
if there are anyf hazards,or risks involved in carrying out the activity.

(2) Where hazards areddentified, procedures shall be put in place to control 
hazards through elimination, isolation and minimization.

(3) -The results of these findings shall be documented in the job hazard register.
vji Vi-; :)V- s * * i •: ': ! : •

120.— (1) All FZEs and other licensed operators within SFEPZ shall have a 
Management, duty 0f  care to ensure that any waste generated from their business activities either 

directly or indirectly.by outsourced contractors is disposed of in a manner which is 
not hazardpps jo .tht; lu$th,and \y,eU.tjeingo£ individuals or to the environment.

..mod H o  ’MU odi v t j jb V  - ; ■ .. .• ; . • v

Job hazard 
register.

Waste



(2) Waste management procedure shall ensure that any waste generated
from facilities are— ' •• ' ; •

. ‘ -/.vy^r
(/) correctly identified in terms of their potential hazard to the environment 

and to people handling them ';'
(//) stored in am anner whichensures not only-spillage but prohibits access 

to non-authorized persons ; and
(iii) transported according to legislation, and disposed of in accordance 

with relevant government policy and best practices.

121. — (1) To demonstrate the commitment of FZEs and other licensed 
operators in A E P Z to the HSE procedure, the maintenance of good communication 
systems shall be mandatory.

(2) HSE awareness programmes and activities shall be undertaken on a 
regular basis. ' ' • ^  ' : T ' '

122. — ( 1) A ll employeesand service providers and their staff shall comply 
with the established H S E  niles, standards, regulations and practices.

(2) Failure to comply with these HSE rules, standards, regulations and 
practices shall result in disciplinary or contractual action, commensurate with the 
seriousness o f the non-comphance,, . , „ v 1 .

P art V I I— Immigration Procedures

123. In this Part, the term'‘‘employee” includes contractors or sub-contractors 
(or their respective employees) o f an Approved Enterprise save that an application 
in respect of, such contntqtoi; orfsubcontractor (or its respective employees) may 
be made either by the contractor, sub-contractor or the Approved Enterprise.

124.— (1 ) The Authority shall work in consultation with the Nigerian 
Immigration Service to publish guidelines, procedures and regulations.

(2) The Third  Schedule to these Regulations contains the immigration 
procedures for expatriate workers in the Zone.

125.— (1 ) A ll  foreigners seeking entry into Nigeria, except ECOWAS 
nationals, or nationals o f countries with which Nigeria has entered into a Visa 
Abolition Agreement, require Visas prior to entry.

(2) Visas shall be obtained from Nigeria’s Missions abroad.
.•id? i

126.— (1) The following are th.e types of ordinary Visas-
v< • 'i> ; ;%n.i'yyi • . .■ • < • i 1

(a) business v is a ; .
(b) tourist v isa ; ‘
(c) visitors visa:;;
(d) transit v is a ;

1 (e) temporary work permit (T W P ); and :
( f )  residence V is a .'

Awareness
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Disciplinary
and

. corrective 
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127.— Cl) All foreigners visiting Nigeria shall possess one of the visas 
referred to in Regulation 141, as appropriate from the N igeria Mission in their
country or the Nigeria Mission closest to the foreigners normal place of abode

• I ' .
(2) For short visit Visa the following are required—

(0 a letter of invitation from sponsor in Nigeria stating the purpose of visit 
and accepting immigration responsibilities ;

(ii) completed forms lmm.22 with passport photographs affixed ;
(iii) a return ticket;
(iv ) evidence of financial sustainability ;
(v) valid-travel document; and
(vi) approved visa fee where applicable.

r: i •
128.— (1) A Temporary Work Permit (TW P) Visa is issued to a foreigner 

coming to Nigeria to perform specialized duties for a short duration, such as 
installation or repairs of machinery, feasibility studies, auditing o f accounts, training, 
commissioning of projects, erection of drilling equipment, control o f natural disaster 
oil spillage, attending board meetings by non-resident company executives.

(2) The Comptroller-General of Immigration in N igeria , is responsible for 
granting approval for the category of visa referred to in paragraph ( 1) of this 
Regulation which shall be transmitted to Nigeria Missions abroad for issuance.

Requirements 129. For the issuance of a TW P Visa the follow ing are required—  
for TWP
Visa. (i) a formal application to the Comptroller-General o f Im migration staling

the passport particulars of the expatriate, purpose o f visit and confirmation of 
acceptance of immigration responsibilities by the sponsor ;

( i i)  evidence of company registration ;
( i i i )  evidence of purchase of equipment, the contract award and such other 

information relating to the work to be performed ;
(iv ) evidence of approval of the Comptroller-General o f Immigration ;
(v) valid travel document; •
(vi) return ticket;
(vii) completed Form lmm.22 with passport photographs affixed ; and

j  \\ . .

(v iii)  approved visa fee where applicable.
• #*-7 .

Residence 130.— (1) Foreigners coming to reside in Nigeria for purposes o f work,
$TR Visa. study or accompanying spquses or parents shall possess o n  arrival in the country 

an STR (“SubjectTo ReguTarisation Visa”) obtainable at Nigerian Missions abroad.
i

(2) The issuance of STR Visa to an employee is subject to the following
requirements—

#
(i) a formal application shall be made by the employer to the Nigerian 

Mission abroad closest to the employer normal place o f abode, indicating job

Business/
Tourist/
Visitors
Visa,

Temporary 
Work Permit 
(TWP) Visa.
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position and nationality in addition to acceptance of immigration responsibilities 
accompanied by a support letter from the Authority ;

(//) completed Forms Imm.22 (visa application form) with passport 
photographs affixed ;

(iii) valid travel document;
(/v) photocopies of educational qualifications, curriculum vitae of the 

employee and previous work experience ;
(v) letter of employment stating the terms and conditions of employment;
(w) letter of acceptance of offer;
(w7) one-way ticket;

(W/7) original certificates for sighting ; and

(ix) approved visa fee, where applicable.

(3) Dependants joining foreign employees require—

(0 a formal application from the employer with a support letter from the 
Authority and employer’s acceptance of immigration responsibilities;

00 photocopy of the foreign Employee residence permit if joining Employee 
already in N i g e r i a . . . . .

(«0 rnamage certificate for married women and birth certificate for children;
0*0 one-way ticket or evidence of airline booking ;
(v) valid travel document; and

(W) approved visa fee,, where applicable.

131. On arrival in Nigeria, ail foreigners are required by law to represent 
themselves before an Immigration Officer for clearance. The visa is issued subject 
to compliance with the Immigration laws on arrival and the final authority for the 
grant of entry permission rests with the Immigration Officer at the port of arrival.

132. — (0 all foreigners whose stay in Nigeria is to exceed 56 days, shall register 
with the Immigration Office, peqjest to them within,21 .days of arrival;

O'O all foreigners coming to reside in Nigeria shall regularize, their stay 
with Immigration by obtaining-relevant residence or work permit;

( iii) movement from one location' to another outside normal place of 
residence in Nigeria in excess..ofr:two-weeks.stay must be reported to 
Immigration upon departure and on arrival at both locations respectively ;

(iv) any request for extension of visitor’s pass shall be made prior to expiry 
if extension of visit is envisaged. l'L

133. — (i) With the streaming of the residence permit now issued as the 
Combined Expatriate Residence Permit and Aliens land (CEPPAC) all foreigners 
residing in Nigeria and expatriates who intend to stay beyond 56 days or to reside 
and work in Nigeria shall regularize their stay by obtaining a CERPAC.

On Arrival.

On entry.

Registration 
of Stay.
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(i) a formal application shall be made to the Zonfc Immigration Service for 
regularization, stating the post to be occupied, nationality and accepting 
immigration responsibilities ;

134. Fpr issutmee of CERPAC the fo llow in g are required—

(if) the application for regularisation must be made within 3 months from 
date of arrival into the country ;

(iii) a valid STR (Subject To Regularisation) visa must be produced ;
0’v) a letter of employment;
(v) a letter of acceptance of offer;
(vi) Form Imin.22 completed with passport photographs affixed and vetted 

at Nigeria Mission where visa was issued ;
(vii) photocopies of credentials duly vetted at the Mission abroad where 

visa was issued; *
(viii) subject’̂  National Passport accompanied with photocopies of the 

first six .pages of the passport and the page on which visa was stamped ;

(ix) evidence»of quota approval is not applicable for Employees;

(*) - board of directorsresolution for top managerial positions of Board of 
Directors, Managing Directors, GM’s, Finance Controllers e tc .;

(xi) approved1 residence permit fee. ”

135. For dependants above 16 years joining foreign employees, the 
following are required—

(i) a formal application from the foreign employee accepting immigration 
responsibilities; .

i i i )  photocopy of husband’s or father’s residence permit (if already 
regularised) ; > • j

( i i i)  photocopy of marriage certificate for married women and birth 
certificate for children;

(iv) . letter-of admission and photocopy of school identity card where
appncable;v |,ivv. ?i;; M

(v) forms Imra.22 duly completed and vetted ;
(vf) approved fee where applicable.

136.-—(1)‘ Change of employment by resident expatriate already in Nigeria 
may be permitted subject to the following—

t :<!*•' . . .
- (0 * formal application to Nigeria Immigration Service (NIS) through the 

Authority requesting for change of employment and acceptance of immigration

'■'■w (if) 'letter of no objection from former employer ;

(iii); letter ictf offer of employment.from Employer in the Zone



B 1033

(jv) letter of acceptance of offer;
(v) board of, director’s resolution (where applicable);
(vi) resident permit with former employer;
(v/i) approved residence with former employer; and
(viii) approved residence permit fee.

V . r  ! ; i. :i r .
(2) The requirements listed in paragraph (1) of this Regulation shall also 

apply to an employee in the Zone wishing to take up, employment with a conipany 
in another Zone in Nigeria. 5 - \

137. —(1) An expatriate in ,ja ?one shall be allowed to reside in or outside
the Zone. ; .

(2) The Authority shall in consultation with NIS, establish a Free Zone 
Expatriates’ Register in the Zone. Free Zone;Expatriates* Register shall be 
maintained for ail Free Zone, expatriates residing in and outside the Free Zones.

(3) The “Register shall contain information such as :

(0 name ;
... hf'fi 'VI"-’

(if) n ationality  ;

(m) employer;.. : :
(i'v) CERPAC number and validity period; and 

(v) place of residence.*

138. The requirements for a re-entry Visa are as follows—

(i) a fonnal application shall be made to the Authority and the NIS by the 
employer or sponsor accepting immigration responsibilities;

(ii) a re-entry. Visa application.form must be completed and submitted to 
„ the Authority and the,NIS ; and : f . •,

(iii) approved fee where applicable. •

139. All Approved Enterprises are exempted from Expatriate Quota.

it..  .»«H» ,\I

140. Fees for Immigration Services shall be levied in United States dollars 
and shall be as published iby the Authority in conjunction with NIS.

Paht VIII—P h ysic a l  ̂P lanning  ^ C onstruction Procedures

141. An Approved Enterprise may apply to the Authority for land or factory 
space in the Zone to enable it undertakes the approved activity for which a licence 
is granted to by the Authority.

142.-—(1 j On siibrhission of the' application, the Approved Enterprise may 
be required to pay to the'Authority such deposit as the Authority may from time 
to time stipulate as consideration fori the lease being applied for.

Establishment 
of Free Zone 
Expatriate’s 
Register.

Re-Entry
Visa.

Expatriate
Quota
exempted.

Fees.



(2) The Authority shall on receipt of application for the lease of the land or 
built-up factory space acknowledge the receipt of some and shall within 7 days 
of the acknowledgment of process and allocate land or built-up factory space to 
the Approved Enterprise.

(3) Where the Authority rejects the application or fails to allocate land or 
built-up factory space within 14 working days of receipt of the application or the 
Approved Enterprise rejects the allocation made to it within 7 days of the 
notification of the allocation, the Authority shall immediately refund the deposit 
paid without any deduction on account of interest or other charges.

143.—(1) The deposit paid in respect of a lease for built-up factory space 
by an Approved Enterprise shall be applied towards the payment of rent for the 
built-up factory space as per the terms of the lease agreement provided the 
Approved Enterprise occupies the space within 3 months of the date of the 
execution of tjie lease agreement.

(2) Where the Approved Enterprise fails to occupy the leased build-up factory 
space within the period stipulated in this Regulation, the deposit paid for the lease
shall be forfeited to the Authority without any further recourse to the Authority.

11 *
(3) The deposit paid in respect of a lease for land by an A pproved Enterprise 

shall be applied towards the payment of consideration for the lease of the land as 
per the terms of the lease agreement if the Approved Enterprise occupies the land 
and commences development of the property within 6 months of the execution of 
the lease agreement or such other period as approved by the Authority.

(4) Where the Approved Enterprise fails to occupy the leased land and 
commence development within the time stipulated in this Regulation the deposit 
paid shall be dealt with in accordance with the terms of the relevant lease agreement 
entered into with theAuthority.

r _ # r i
144.—(a) Applications for building permits shall be submitted to the 

Authority after the execution of the lease agreement and the Authority shall 
consider and grant building permits on such terms as it deems fit within 14 
days of the receipt of the application.

(b) Except as otherwise agreed by the Authority, the application shall be 
submitted together with 2 copies of a building plan which may conform to the 
following: ,ir 1 . • ,

(0 self designed factory buildings of one storey type or more ;
07) design to be in line with the Nigerian building standards for factories 

(where applicable)'/
. •! ■ • ' J ■ * i r »‘c

(m) area to be covered shall be between 50—70 c e n t  of the land 
leased;

(jy) .buildings shall be at least twenty five (25) meters from the centre of 
tĥ s. road to packii|g;andflandscaping ; and

(v) provision made for not more than two accesses to the premises.



i (c) Any modification or correction reasonably required by the Authority shall 
be incorporated in the approvedsbuilding plan and complied with by theapplicant.

(d) Developmentof land leased to an Approved Enterprise by the Authority 
shall be in accordance with the terms ;and conditions of the approved building 
permit issued by the Authority. •

145.—(a )  Buildings and structures to be. constructed by an Approved 
Enterprise shall be permanent structures built with;fire resistant material in 
accordance with building, public health and fire regulations reasonably adopted 
by the Authority from hme-to time.

(b) The Authority shall be notified before commencement of construction 
in order to check the setting-out of ;building(s); 1

(c) During construction, the Authority’s engineers shall monitor construction 
activities with a view to ensuring quality and confornuty with specifications.

• "(y  j '.'-J .
146. —(a ) Where an Approved Enterprise fails to commence development 

of.leased land within the^specified periods as may be extended in accordance 
with paragraph (3) o f Regulation 52 of these Regulations, the Authority may 
in accordance with and subject to the provisions set out in Regulation 29 of 
Part .11 of these Regulations deregister such Approved Enterprise.

(b) Where reasonable'grounds exist for the delay in the implementation of 
the project, the, Approved* Enterprise shall apply for extension before the 
expiration of the deadline-stipulated in Regulation 52 of these Regulations.

147, —(/) An Approved Enterprise, that has secured a lease of land from the
Authority shall commence operation within 18 months of the date of execution 
of the lease agreement.. ,1̂ ; ^  ih;. • !

(/i) On application, the Authority may. grant extensions on such terms and 
conditions as deemed fit. y ^  -. , • •■1) 1 O’ ^

(iii) A n  Approved Enterprise that has secured a lease of built-up factor)'
space from the Authority .shall ^commence. operations;in the Zone within 6 
months of the date of execution, qf thejease agreement;

; r
(iv) On application, the Authority; may.grant an extension for a period not 

longer than 3 months on such tenps and conditions as -deemed fit.
. . • '' » ,tO t - * '* **•“

148.—(a ) Where an Approyed;Enterpnse that has secured a lease of land
for development of its factory sit Ĵfails..to: commence operations in the Zone 
within 18 months after the executipn,,of the jease agreement or such other 
extension as the Authority may: gr^nt, the‘Approved Enterprise may in 
accordance with and subject to the provisions set out in Regulation 29 of Part 
2 of these Regulations be de-registfered. ° rj; ‘ '*

. .. . .. r --. • •••
(&) Where an Approved Enterprise that has secured a lease of built-up 

factory space fails to commence operations in the Zone within 6 months after 
^  execution of the lease agreement or such other extension as the Authority 
ây gram, the Approved Enterprise mMy in accordance with and subject to the



provisions ,*skct out ^Regulation ,29 of these Regulations be deregistered 
forthwith ,\viU\cxut.ftirther ado and.any recourse to the Authority.

,149.—-(a) 'Prior to commencement of installation of machinery, an Approved 
Enterprise shall apply.for power, water supply and electrical inspection test.

(6) Connection of factory buildings to power, water supply, sewage lines, 
firevfighting'system and telecommunication lines shall be paid for by the 
ApproYed.Enterprise- at the approved rate.

(c) ' Payments for facilities consumed shall be made by the Approved 
Enterprise at the prevailing rates applicable within the Zone.

(d) ‘Waste management and pollution control plan shall also be submitted 
for approval at this stage.

, 15Q.-r(a) An.Approyed Enterprise. shall prior to the commencement of 
operations'apply to the Authority for a permit to commence operations. ,

: m :  The Authority, shall wifhin 7 days, :of the receipt of the application 
complete lnsp^tion of the factory site do ensure compliance with relevant 
building,'factor  ̂and public health laws and regulations and shall within 24 
hours of completion of the inspection issue a permit to commence operation 
where there are no breaches of applicable laws and regulations.

](c )  ‘Where an Approved Enterprise has not complied with relevant 
regulations,, the Authority shall.in writing within 24 hours after the completion 
of inspection notify the Approved Enterprise of the non compliance and directs 
that it be remedied within a stipulated period.

(d) 1;On completion of required remedial action, the Approved Enterprise
shall invite the Authority for inspection and the Authority shall within 7 days 
of receipt of the invitation inspect and issue a certificate of compliance where 
there are no breaches of applicable laws and regulations on the part of the 
Approved Enterprise. , ;

(e) .;TheAuthority;.shall act reasonably in conducting any inspections and 
determining compliance pursuant to this* Regulation.

151. rrr(a)» An Approved’ Enterprise Wishing to alter, expand or demolish 
any part of a built-up factory space shall obtain the prior approval of the 
Authority and the costs involved shall be borne by the Approved Enterprise.j-: fy- -} k* - •li * ! * *

(A)t;Alteration.of a rented bfr'leased building' shall be carried out with the 
prior .written approvaTof the Authority at the Approved Enterprise’s cost, such 
approval not toibe iihreasonably1withheld or delayed.

152. Real property or any part thereof whether developed or not shall not 
be sub-leased or leased in any form in the Zone without the prior written approval, 
of the Authorityitfuch approval not tobe Unreasonably withheld or delayed.

, r  ^  ‘ • , : i  • ' •<*j '■
153. ' All Approved Enterpnses in the Zone shall be required to pay applicable

ground reritrat, th(̂ prevail wg rate to the Authority calculated on a monthly basis
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or as
and the Approved. Enterprise j *> <i > .•

Pakt IX—H uman R esource R egulation

Ml Lol ■ ' 'r' J154. In this Part-
,1, j V, !i f  'i

(a )  “e m p lo y e e ”  means a person who works in,,any capacity under the 
instructions' of an employed for wages or a salary ;

(b )  “em ployer?*  means AEPZ or ah Export Processing Zone Enterprises;
(c) “ w a g e s ”  means remuneration or earnings capable of being expressed in 

terms of money and fixed by virtue of a contract by an employer;
' r 4 1 •

(d )  “s a la r y ”  means wages that are set and paid on a monthly basis; and
(<e) “ w o r k  p e r i o d T means a period during which an employee places his 

energy or time at the disposal of an employer. * ‘

155. Employers in theAEPZ are’stibject to the provisions of this Part except' 
where a contract,of employment has been'submitted to the Authority for 
endorsement by such employer and it is provided that the> provisions of such a 
contract shall apply.

•• . j ,vJ ‘.» t-‘ •* *\ *•'
‘ , >■ • . >*.’• j '•

156. — (1) The Authority , shall be responsible for the supervision and 
implementation of the Regulations contained in this Part, the enforcement.of the

_ , • {tv : r ' . ’ ’ J .

Application 
of this Part 
to contract 
of
employment 
in the Zone.
Responsibili­
ties of the 
Authority.

contracts. ' »v fi r> ! 'ill •

(2) The Authority may obtain from employers such guarantees as may be 
necessary forthe perfomiance of employer’s undertakings with their employees.

(3) The Authority shall be responsible for the resolution of trade disputes
between* employers and* Employees in the Zone in consultation with the Federal 
Ministry of Labour and Productivity.' ’

157. The Authority shall, with.the co-operation and participation of employers Welfare of 
and employees, ensure the'provisions of welfare benefits required by the employees employees, 
in the Zone such as housing, sports facilities, health and medical services.

158. The Authority ihallMn consultation with the Federal Ministry of Labour and
Labour and Productf vity,1 establishk tabour and Employment Service Office in emPl°yment

servicesthe Zone. This Office, shall regulate the labour market and supervise matters 
relating to the terms; and conditions of employ ment,; safety, health and welfare 
of workers in the Zone. *‘i ' /.•/. -j ... ‘ *

, 159.—(1) \\ftenevert)^  is undetermined, the date of expiration Work
of the contract shall be determined as a function of the nature and type of the period, 
work, the date of completion of. the work or the project, or termination of the 
activities of the workplace.—* # }■ hv* \• *

* . T >' • . •  <; r / t i 'rfil Violiv ’ ’v ’Ll/''-'
(Z) In a contract for temporary period or specific work, neither party may 

unilaterally terminate the contract except in cases where the employment contract
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provides otherwise.!In the event of unilateral termination of a contract by either 
party, the other party may claim damages through the Board of Settlement of 
Disputes referred to in Regulation 186 below.

(3) The continuous nature of work shall not render permanent employment 
contract for a determined period of time.

160.^1)' Employment contracts shall contain the following provisions—
i•: V . i >?>'.• C ’■* *’ ■' '

(a) the name pf the employer or group of employers and where appropriate, 
the undertaking by which the employee is employed ;

« • • ;»r’• i \ r : •(!(' • ’ri •••'• ’
(b) the name and address of the employee and the place and date of his

engagement*; ‘ . . ,
'fpfr. i*5 (c) the nature of the employment contract;

(<d) work Hours, holidays and leave of absence ;
{e) the date of execution of the employment contracts ;
(f) the duration of the contract where the duration is temporary ;

ig )  if the contract is foria fixed term, the date when the contract expires;
(h) the rates of wages and method of calculation thereof and the manner 

and regulation of payment of wages ;
(J) the .y/eLfare benefits and accommodation provided to the employee ; and
(J) the appropriate1 period of notice to be given by the party wishing to 

terminate the contract, in the light of the conditions and circumstances of the 
contract • l' \ !

• (2) Employment contracts shall be prepared in.an appropriate number of 
copies; one of which shall be kept by the employee, another by the employer.

“ 1 6 I;^ j The!employer may fix a period of time (“the apprenticeship 
period”)'during the .Coiusef of which either party may, vyithout prior notice or 
payment of an indemnity, terminate the work relationship.

^'(2);Ther appfent^ shall be mutually agreed between the parties
andistipulated V .. *. . .....

(3) Wages and employees’ work benefits,for work ending during the course 
or at the end^f ttielap̂ rehticeship peniod̂ shall bc :paid for the period during 
which-V/orkfy '̂j^  ̂ \ \  _ .f<.

; ,.yt r •»*.* *
,(4), Appr̂ nti?eship contracts.may;be entered into only once between an 

employee and an employer for specific job. - "

ltt.^l);^pJoymenteoritracts may b t̂erminated bn any of the following
groun(ls.by )̂>r; . . r i i ' V  -v- •  ̂ »»■/* *■'; •

• . . <. ..r • j  u /•' * • • * f* •.• v “ *
(a) the expiration of ftie period for which it was made ; or
(b) the death of the employee before the expiration of the contract; or
(c) total d̂isability of the employe^; or, . . .
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(d) t h e r e t ^ i i n ^

.*. (e) the .completion; of the contract for specific work; or
( f )  the termination of the employment contract by the employer and the 

employee in instances stipulated in the employment contract and in compliance 
with these Regulations ; or

(g) the resignation of the employee.
(2) Whenever the1 termination of an employee’s is grounded on non- 

compliance with disciplinary work regulations, the employee may complain to 
the Authority. The Authority, in consultation with the Federal Ministry of Labour 
and Productivity shaU take appropriate decision based on these Regulations and 
the disciplinary regulations applicable in the workplace.

163. Where an employer, without due consideration to the employment
contract and without the" consent of the employee, modifies the employment 
conditions of an employee resulting in a reduction in the amount of the employees 
wages or abuse, of his dignity, the employee may lodge a complaint with the 
Authority and claim damages. \ ’ ̂  ‘

164. Employment of persons of less than * 16 years of age is prohibited.

• ■ f l  . , K -
165.—(1) An employee’s daily working hours shall be those fixed by mutual 

agreement and the employment contract in! the Zone provided that it shall not

X2) Day shift, work:is work, which is performed from 0600 to 2200 hours, 
and night-shift work is work performed between 2200 to 0600 hours. Mixed shift 
work is work performed partially at night and partially during the day.

(3) Alternate work is;work that by nature is not performed continupusly, 
but either during specific hours of the day or night.

(4). Shift \york is work that rotates during the course of a month in such 
manner that it is performed in the morning or afternoon or at night.

(5) Whenever shift work or a night shift work is performed pursuant to the 
terms of contract, benefits paid for these types of work shall be fixed in accordance 
with the employment contract, the mutual agreement of the Employee and the 
Employer, and the conditions and circumstances of the workplace.

166.—(1) The takin^of the weekly holiday annual paid leave and official 
holiday shall be^subject-ro both parties’ agreement and whenever with the 
ag^m ent of/the jeinployee,'le4veis postponedvto another date or is not taken, 
benefits due shall be as previously agreed by the parties. "•\V

(2) In addition toithefcountryVofficial holiday,’Labour Day (that is, May 
1st) shall also bo. deemed partof employees’ official holidays.

Modification
in
employment
conditions.

Prohibition of 
(employment 
of under-aged 
persons.

Working
Hours.

Holidays.
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(3) In the event of termination of an employment contract as stipulated in 

Regulation 178 of these Regulations, amounts due on account of the employee’s 
paid leave shall be paid ip the employee and in the event of the employee demise 
to the next-of-kin.

(4) An employe ,̂ shall be entitled, after twelve months continuous service, 
to a holiday with full pay o f :

(a) at least 6 working days; or ‘ - ! A
(b) in .the case of persons under the age of sixteen years (including 

apprentices) at least 12 working days. *

(5) In all cases where work is performed for less than 12 months, but not less 
than 6 months in the continuous employment of an employer, the employee shall be 
entitled to holiday of at least half a day per full month of service per annum.

Overtime
pay.

Minimum
wage.

Prohibition 
of gender 
discrimination 
in amount of 
wages.

Resolution 
of disputes.

167, An employee shall be paid ther benefits contemplated in the employment 
contract for any overtime work performed in excess of 8 hours per day.

. t : • r • {r-* ’Vi* k '
168. The minimum wages in. the.Zone shall be the same as the minimum 

legal wages of the Customs Territory.

169|.—̂ (1) JEqual wages must be paid to men and women for the same work 
performed under the same conditions in any workplace.

(2) Discrimination in the amount of wages by reason of age, sex, race,
ethnic group or political or religious beliefs is prohibited.

., 4 jrh r»r. } '*• ’ 1 •
170. Board of Settlement of,Disputes—

!> 'i . d l  yt-.H  .• • : I / ' * '  "  • 1 r

(1) All disputes between an employee and an employer arising from the 
workp|aw.and^e gontijaĉ  Qf employment shall first be settled amicably by the 
agreed j^ev^ce . r •; . ,  • . *

(2) Wheneverdisputescannot be settled amicably, the matter may be referred 
by either pai^Nwithin 3Q days of the. dispute to the Board for Settlement of 
Disputes (“the iBoari”) . x - a * . ... * • - <

Composition 
of the Board.

(3) The Authoqty.§halltprescribe the fees that may be paid to the Board for 
service rendered by,the Board. ...

171,|--(1) ;The,|Board shallcomprise of—

■j v.iXO the ^ployer concerned with the dispute, or the authorized representative ;
4 t. ,,r mm * ;*• 1 'i*1' 1

( i i )  ‘ the Bmpfoyee concerned with the dispute, or the authorized
representatives ;*' 7 /• '

• • • . yT\. ’ *  ̂ % f ̂ ' 4 • • . . . i

'! (mT̂ a representatives f̂ the Authority who,shall be the chairman ; and 
- ,(fv) TheHe^j o|:th?,,l4b9u^and Employment Services Office or the

P X  In a {decision of the Board in die settlement
of a dispute, the d^^ion'slial^b£, epforceablet within 10 days following the date 
of the decision.
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.. (3) Any ,deeision/of. the Board as to whether or not the termination of 
employment is justifiedishallbe'Compli'ed with by the'employer or empjoyce.

»v »•.
(4) An employer in the Zone shall prepare appropriate rules and regulations

on disciplinary measures for use in his workplace 'which’ shall bc'applied after 
confirmation j>y t h ^ A u t h ^ ^ ^ ; , , . ;  ; , y ,  • •

(5) In all pases, y^her^^disp^te is.not settlediby the Board, either party (or 
its representatives)' is obJUgedto.report the dispute to the:Head of Labour and 
Employment Services Office of the1 Zone who shall irvyoke the provisions of the
Trade Disputes Act1 with a View to settling the dispute. ...

... ; ,  \.r  • ■ ' ’
172. All employers of labour in the Zone shall to the maximum extent 

possible, secure their labour force requirement from any part of the world.* i •*’‘j *•

173. — (1) Work permits for foreign nationals shall be issued upon the request
of the Authority to the reIevantJGovemment Agency. ,. .

. • . ■ i . \ *JO • <*b>v t ’j ; ‘ "
(2) Whenever a foreign contract of employment comes to an end, either the 

employer, or the foreign national whose,contract has reached its term must inform

Freedom on 
employment 
of labour.

Work Permit 
for foreign 
nationals.

of the termination of the employment contract.
,r «; • ; .  iJiM

174. An employer located imthe Zone, must prepare and communicate to 
the Zones’ Labour and Employment Services Office once a year, a list containing 
the names, nationality, specializadpn, job̂ and wages of its employees.

175. — (1) Each employee shall establish a retirement savings account (RSA)
with a pensiop administrator, of his choice1 in line with the provisions of the Pension 
Reform Act 2004 for the, purpose of the monthly remission of employee’s 
retirement benefits. , •• ; • - y  iiVAU' , ‘ l . . . .

(2) All employers shall remit to their employees’ RSAs—
. ,..r; ^  t vd ». •* .•••»•

(a ) a minimum of 7.5 p e r  cen t of the employees’ total emolument on behalf 
of the employer ;*and fi - *v ..

0b ) a minimum of 7.5 p e r  cen t of the employees total emolument on behalf
of the employee’s ‘tf, r ' ' V  . *

not later than 7 days from the day the employer was paid salary.
. > '•» . * /? j  r .> i«  :. ( . i  iy .V i& l'i'- .V  ' M m

(3) Rules and directives,concerning the.determination of other retirement 
benefits of the employees shalljbe inline with the provisions of the Pension 
Reform Act 2004 and other applicable laws, rules and regulations.

, T i .  - ; *•'h -K‘ '' '*
176. Alscon Processing Zone is under the management and supervision of

AEPZ Authority., . •

177. ;AEPZ will be managed under the overall supervisipn of the 
ALUMINIUM SMELTER COMPANY NIGERIA PLC and the day to day 
operation and management of the zone shall be undertaken by ASCON Pic.

Rendition of 
returns on 
employees.

Employment
Benefits.

r '  v  s
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Interpreta­

tion.

178. The services of AEPZ, may be utilized in the Zone for the purpose of 
interfacing with .other operators (including hotel managers, cinema operators, 
providers of security and maintenance services and other stakeholders within the 
Zone) in the provision of quality standards in the Zone.

179. In these RegulationSr-r- . ■

means the Nigeria Export Processing Zone Act, LFN 2004 ;
44A pplican t? means any entity that has completed, signed and submitted an 

application forjthe grant of a licence or any authorization ;
% ~ •( t « .*« J X ' t ‘ . f

' “A pplication 'F orm ” means any document or form as may be prescribed 
from time to time by the Authority used by an application for the processing 
of registration or licence.; .

“A p p ro ved  A c tiv ity ” 'means1 any of the activities specified in the Third 
Schedule to the Act ; .

“A p p w V e d E tic rp n se P -m za M  an entity registered by the Authority under 
Part II of these Regulations and the holder of a valid or current licence to 
undertake an ^prpy^ actiyity in accordance with Section 10 of the A ct;

“A uth orized  B anks?-means banks licensed under BOFIA, and authorized 
to deal in foreign exchange in the Customs Temtoiy* in Nigeria ;

41A u th o r ity ” means the Nigeria Export Processing Zones Authority 
established pmsuanHo theiAct, its successors, transferees or assigns or any 
successor to t^fonctiqns ofsuch authority and any reference to the “Authority” 
in these Regulations,? shall where the content requires, include the Zone 
Management; '

uBcmk P a y -in -S lip ” means; the custom duty receipt as set out in the 
Regulations.Excess,pf;^50,000 (Fifty Thousand Naira); ■

44C ountry Free Zone G u aran tee” means a bond or guarantee issued by bank 
or other financial institutionacceptable, tp the Free Zone Customs on behalf of 
a license on terms anSd iii a form approved by the Authority ;

’ “C ustom s Territory” means the Federal Republic of Nigeria excluding any 
area designated as a Free Zone ;

means a person who works in any capacity under the instruction 
of an employer for wages or a salary;!

“E n actm en t*1 meaik a law of the State whether issued by the Federal 
Government pr-Localgovernment but excluding circulars and regulations of 
the.FkseZoric \ t i o m  a>v: ’%»t *4 j; V”‘ ‘

44E xpiry Date” means the. jdate specified on the license as the date upon 
which

“Exporter”  !n relation to goods for exportation includes the shipper of the 
goods and any pejrson performing, In .the case, of an aircraft, functions 
axrespkm dm g^d^^ stopper;/ ; * . ;

•\°: Y jc fy ih  I r ish ') :  V.u » '



''E x terna l A c c o u n t” means an account opened for non-residents by banks 
licensed under BOFIA, LFN 2004, other legislations to operate in the Customs 
Territory of Nigeria. An external account is allowed solely for defraying 
statutory, operational, administrative and salary expenses of non- residents. If 
funded only from the sale of foreign currencies for Naira, and cannot be funded
with Naira from any other source without the CBN’s approval;' ’ ’ ■ * . • '' ’ * ! ■

“Export P rocessin g  Z o n e  C ir c u la r means notices or any periodic information 
delivered in writing to Export Processing Zone Enterprises from the Authority, 
or Zone Management relating to the proper administration of the Zone ;

“E xport P ro ce ss in g  Z o n e  C ustom s” means a person being an officer of the 
Nigeria Customs Service within the Zone, a person acting on the instruction of 
any such officer or any person appointed by the Federal Government who for 
the time being is employed to caijy out all functions related to Customs in the
Export ProcessingiZones jqr.tc >1 •

i
“E xp o rt P ro c e ss in g  Z o n e  Im m igration” means a person being an Officer of 

the Nigeria Immigration Servipe. within the Zone, a person acting on the 
instruction of any such officer or any person appointed by the Federal 
Government who for the time being is employed to carry out all functions 
related to immigration in the Export Processing Zones;

“E P Z E  R e g i s te r ” meai^s the register for all Export Processing Zone
Enterprises registered in any Export Processing Zone ;

* ‘ ‘ 1 ' *'•.•}< • • ’ , r

“E P Z  R e g is tr y ” means the registry for Export Processing Zone Enterprises
established by the Authority ;i • s r. .

“F ree Z o n e s ” means Export; Processing Zones, Border Free Zones, Free 
Trade Zone, Special Economic Zones, Export Processing Factories and Export 
Processing farms established pursuant to the Act;€ ' ' J ‘ t '■ • •

"Free Z o n e s  C irc u la P * means notices or any periodic information from the 
Authority or Zone Management;

"Free Z o n e  C u s to m s ' means a person being an Officer of the Nigeria Customs 
Service within the Zone, a person acting on the instruction of any such Officer 
or any person appointed by the Federal Government who for the time being is . 
empowered to carry out all functions related to customs in the Zone ;

“F ree Z o n e  Im m ig r a tio n '' means1 a person being an officer of the Nigeria 
immigration Service within the Zone, a persot\ acting on the instruction of 
any such officer ori any-person .appointed by the; Federal Government who

in the Zone ; . .. ....,
“Im p o rt D u ty ” means customs duties chargeable on imports;

“Im p o r te r ” means in relation to any goods at anytime between their 
importation tmd, the; time when they.are cleared, any .owner or other person for 
the time being possessed, of,, or beneficially interested in the goods;

“L ease  A g r e e m e n t” mean&the lease entered into or to be entered into by the 
Applicant or Licence Holder as the case may be ;
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“Licence” means the licence issued or to be issued by the Authority to a 
Licensee ;. . ,'j;. .

“Licensee” means the holder of a valid and current Licence ;

“Minister*' means the Federal Minister charged with the responsibility for 
Commerce; "

“NAH CO” means Nigerian Aviation handling Company ;
“NCS” means Nigeria Customs Service ; *

“NIS” means Nigeria Immigration Service ;
“NPA” means the Nigerian Ports Authority ;
“N on-R esident” means any person who is resident outside the customs 

territory of Nigeria (eg. expatriate staff in an Export Processing Zone); or any 
business enterprise or institution registered or incorporated from outside the 
customs territory of Nigeria, e.g. Approved Enterprises and licensed bank in 
Nigeria’s Export Processing Zones ;

“O rder” means an Order issued by the Minister pursuant to Section 24 (2) 
of the Act; . •

* “R egulations” mean these regulations issued by the Authority pursuant to 
the Act;

44R esiden t” means a citizen of Nigeria or a person granted permission to 
reside permanently in Nigeria or a business enterprises or institution registered 
or incorporated and operating in the customs territory of Nigeria ;

“R esiden t A ccount” means any account opened for a resident or a temporary 
visitor to Nigeria by Banks licensed under BOFIA to operate in the customs 
territory of Nigeria;

“S alary” means wages set and paid on a monthly basis ;
“State” means the Federal Republic of Nigeria ;

“A E P Z ' means the ALSCON Export Processing Zone established pursuant 
to the Act; *n,

“Term inal Operator*' means the authorised operators of the terminals at the 
seaports ;. -

“US $ ” means the currency of the United States of America ;
“W ages” means remuneration or earnings capable of being expressed in 

terms of money and fixed by virtue of a contract by an employer to a worker 
for work done or to be done or services rendered or to be rendered ;

I *
“Work P e r io d " meajis a period during which an employee places his energy 

or time at the disposal of an Employer;

“Zone” means AEPZ; !

“Zone M .anaqem enf' means (as applicable) AEPZ in respect of the area 
specified or such entity to whom the Authority delegates responsibility for 
developing, managing and operating the AEPZ (or part thereof).
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180. The Fifth Schedule c o n ta in s  a lis t o f  abbrev iations used in these 
R e g u la t io n s .

181. These Regulations may be cited as the ALSCON Export Processing 
Zone Regulation, 2011.

M ade at Abuja this 9th Day of August, 2011.

S ina A. A gboluaje 
Managing Director,

Nigeria Export Processing Zones Authority.

Abbrevia­
tions.

Short Title.
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!<i«.; FIRST SCHEDULE Regulation 4

Type of 
licence.

Application 

for licence.

Zone '
Developers
Licence.

1'ree Zone 
Enterprise 
Licence.

Export
Processing
Factory/
Export
Processing
Farm
Licence.

Eligibility
fora
Licence.

General Conditions A pplicable to  L icences in a F ree  Z one

1. The Authority may grant approval for one or more of the following 
licences—

(a) Free Zone Developers Licence ;
(t?) Free Zone Enterprise Licence ; and
(c) Export Processing Factory/Export Processing Farm Licence

2. An application for a licence shall be made by an applicant to the Authority 
on the prescribed form to be accompanied by all such documents or information 
as maybe specified by the Authority.

3. A Zone Developers Licence (referred to paragraph 1 (a) of this Schedule) 
is granted by the Authority to either a public, private entity or a combination of 
the two for the establishment, operation and management of a Free Zone in. 
Nigeria under the supervision, monitoring and regulation of the Authority.

4. A Free Zone Enterprise Licence (referred to paragraph \ ( b )  of this 
Schedule) is a Licence granted by the Authority for an enterprise to undertake 
an approved activity within a Free Zone. These activities include—

(a) manufacturing/processing ;
(b) assembling;
(c) packaging;
(d) warehousing/storage;
(e) trading;
( f )  provision of services; and
(g) such other activities as may be approved by the Authority from time to 

time.

5. An Export Processing Factory or Export Processing Farm Licence 
(referred to paragraph 1(c) of this Schedule) is Licence granted by the Authority 
to an export oriented manufacturing enterprise or factory or farm located in the 
Customs Territory which has the capacity to export over 75 p e r  cent of its 
production.

6. In determining eligibility for a licence, the Authority may consider the 
following—

t
(a) the activities which the applicant proposes to engage in shall be in

consonance with the approved activities in the Zone ;

(b) the proposed activities to be carried out shall add value to and be
consistent with, the development programme for the Free Zone ;

(c) the technical, financial and managerial capabilities of the applicant;
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(cl) the applicant’s experience and track record ;
(e) the level of foreign direct investment proposed by the applicant; and
(J ) for Free Zone Developers licence, evidence of title to a suitable land 

area free of encumbrances for the intended purpose.

7.— (a)  A  l i c e n c e  s h a l l  o n ly  b e  is su e d  to an app lican t w ho has satisfied the 
A u th o r i ty ’s e l i g i b i l i t y  c r i t e r i a .

(b) A licence shall be considered personal to the licenccc who shall not 
transfer, assign, or purport to transfer or assign the licence, in whole or in part 
without the prior written consent of the Authority, such consent not to be 
unreasonably withheld or delayed.

(c) The applicant shall comply with the provisions of the Act and 
applicable Rules and Regulations that may be put in place by the Authority 
from time to time.

8. A Licencee shall at all times—

(a) comply, in all material respects, with the terms and conditions of the 
licence issued to it by the Authority and the terms of the applicable Lease 
Agreement;

(b) comply with the Act, these Regulations and any Free Zone Circular 
issued by the Authority ;

(c) comply With the laws of the host State to the extent that the same arc 
applicable in the Free Zone ; and

(d ) submit to the Authority, at such intervals as may be required by the 
Authority statistical data, information and returns such as the audited accounts, 
sales and purchases and other information on the operations of the Licencee 
as the Authority may require or prescribe from time to time.

9. The Authority may not, without good cause, issue any regulation, Free 
Zone circular, guideline, rule, directive*or instruction or take any action which 
may adversely affect or the consequences of which may adversely affect a licence.

10. A licence shall be valid for such period as may be stipulated by the 
Authority and may be renewed on expiry on the­

ta) payment of the licence renewal fee ;

(.b ) production of documents, returns or information which the Authority 
may reasonably require ; and

(c) payment of all outstanding Financial obligations (if any) due to the 
Authority. ,.t

11. — (a) Licences issued by the Authority shall only be valid within the 
Zone;

(b ) A Licencee wishing to carry on business outside the Zone must comply 
with the applicable laws in force for the time being outside the Zone; and

Issue of a 
Licence.

Liccnccc’s
continuing
obligation.

Authority’s
continuing
obligations.
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(c) Free Zone status may be extended to property and assets used by a 
Licencee outside the Zone upon a formal application and approval of the 
Authority.

12. A Licencee shall enter into a separate lease agreement with the Authority 
in respect of each parcel of land or premises which the Licencee proposes to 
hold in the Zone.

13. The Authority shall from time to time prescribe the appropriate fee’for 
each type of licence issued by it.

•». v
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C ustoms P rocedures
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1. P rocedures for Importing G oods into Zone

1.—(1) Importation of goods into the zone shall be in accordance with the 
following procedures—

(/) the approved Enterprises shall ensure that the supplier of the goods 
forwards the Bill of Lading or Air Waybill, the Invoices and Packing List 
with the goods clearly marked with prices for each item on the list;

(h) the vessel/aircraft’s manifest for the goods must be endorsed with a 
statement “Free Zone Status Shall Apply”.;

(h i) the Approved Enterprises must ensure that the Bill of Lading or Air 
Waybill (“the Bill”) for the goods are clearly marked indicating that—

(a )  the Approved Enterprises is the consignee of the goods; and
(b ) the address of the Approved Enterprises is “ALSCON Export

Processing Zone” ;

(c) In relation to air shipments, ‘the Airport of Final Destination’ shall
be clearly stated.

(iv) if for banking or other reasons the identification of the “Consignee” 
has to be completed differently , the above information must appear 
prominently in the “Marks and Numbers” section of the Bill. The “Notify 
Party” shall be the Export Processing Zone Licensee. Zone Management shall 
be notified to this effect;

(v) in relation to air shipments, the “Port of Discharge” shall be clearly
specified ; and i

(viz) in relation to air shipments, the “Airport of Final Destination” shall 
be clearly specified. *

(2) The Authority shall require the shipping line or airline to have a separate 
manifest for goods to be dehvered to the Zone.

(3) The Approved Enterprises shall require to provide the Authority an 
advance manifest 7 days before, arfival of the vessel and for airlines, the manifest 
shall be provided, prior or upon arrival of aircraft.

(4) The approved Enterprises shall submit a “Transaction Request Order” 
and provide to the Authority,-prior to the arrival of goods or upon shipment, 
certified copies o f Commercial Invoices;Packing List, Bill of Landing and other 
relevant documents.

(5) on receipt of the “Transaction Request Order” with the specific
documents, the authority shall prepare a “Request to Transfer under Customs 
Escort” or “Transfer. Request” authorizing the goods to be transferred from the 
point of discharge to the Zone. ?

General
Procedures
for
Importing 
goods into 
the Zone.
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Specific
Procedures
for
importing 
goods into 
ihc Zone by 
sea.

(6) The authorised and endorsed “Transfer Request” shall be delivered to 
the relevant Terminal Operator or Aviation handling company who shall transfer 
the goods from the quayside or Cargo Shed to the appropriate stacking area.

(7) Upon completion of stacking, the Transfer Request shall be signed by 
the Terminal Operator or Aviation handling company and returned to the Zone.

2.—(l) For delivery by sea, the Commercial invoice relating to the goods 
shall indicate the.ampunt ascribed to insurance of the goods during the voyage, 
even if the terms of sale are EX Works, Free On Board (FOB), C and S or 
otherwise.

(2) Upon receipt of dispatch shipping documents from the supplier, the 
Approved authority shall complete a “Transaction Request Order” and send same 
to the Authority y/ith!copies of the following documents—

(0 Commercial Invoice;

(ri) Bill of Lading;

(iii) Packing List; and
(iv) Other relevant documents.

(3) Upon receipt of the “Transaction Request Order”, and specified 
documents, the Authority shall prepare a Transfer Request’ authorising the goods 
to be transferred directly from the vessel to the Zone upon arrival.

(4) , The “Transfer Request” shall be endorsed by the Free Zone Customs, 
the Ship’s agent, the Nigerian-Ports Authority or the Terminal Operators^

(5) The ‘Transfer Request” shall be noted with the stack address of the 
cargo and a stock reference number.

(6) The Approved Enterprises shall authorise the Authority to transfer the 
goods upon discharge except otherwise indicated and pay applicable charges.

(7) After paying all applicable charges, the Shipping agent shall issue a 
delivery order to the approved Enterprises, a copy of which shall be made 
available to the authority.. . 1 ■ u. ■ *.<•’ ■; < • * ■' "

. ’ (8) The duly authorised and endorsed ‘Transfer Request or Request to 
Transfer Under Custom Escort” shall be delivered to the Terminal Operator who 
shall transfer the ^oofds from the quayside to the appropriate stacking area.

(9) Upon completion of stacking, the ‘Transfer Request or Request to 
Transfer UnderiCustom Escoi^’ shall be signed by the Terminal Operator and 
returned to the zone.

(10) With th& Delivery Order and the “Transfer Request”, the Approved 
Enterprises or the1 authority 9on request) shall take delivery of the cargo from 
the quayside or stacking area and transport it under Customs’ escort to the Zone.



(11) Receipted copies of the Transfer Request are then sent to the Approved 
Authority, Nigeria Customs,Service (NCS), the Terminal Operator and or Nigeria 
Port Authority.

3 .—(i)  For the importation of goods into the Zone by air freight, the 
following procedures shall apply—

(r/) the aviation handling company shall discharge the aircraft;
(b ) The cargo is then tallied, reconciled to the manifest and transferred to 

the cargo arrival shed ; ‘ i

(c) on receipt.of;an. advice from the.aviation handling company, the
Approved Enterprises, shall collect the documentation relating to the goods 
from the airline ; . ,

(cl) the airline shall on payment of all applicable charges, issue a Delivery 
Order to the Approved Enterprises, a copy, of which shall be made available 
to the Authority \'-' + /; V .

(e )  on receipt of a ‘.̂ Transaction Request Order” together with Commercial
Invoice, Air Waybill, Packing List and other relevant documents, the Authority 
shall issue a “ Request to transfer Under Custom Escort” duly endorsed by 
the Free Zone Customs and the Airport Custom ;

( f )  the Airline ‘shall make available a separate manifest of all Free Zone
cargo on-board the flight'V f ‘ ’ r

(g ) the manifest shall be made available to Zone Management prior or 
upon arrival of the flight duly,’sealed by the airline’ agents;

(h ) with the Delivery, Order and the “Transfer Request”, the Approved 
Enterprise or Authority (on request) iakes delivery of the cargo and transport 
it under Customs escort from the Airport to the Zone ; and

(0 on arrival at the Zone, the consignment is then written off the incoming 
aircraft manifest and a copy of the receipted “Transfer Request” is forwarded 
to aviation handling company or appropriate handling company-through the 
Free Zone Customs.

4.— ( 1) where the'Approved Enterprise require goods to be delivered to 
the Zone by road freight, the Approved Enterprise shall apply in writing to 
Authority for permission for the transfer.

’ v J?*..??" ' i :
(2) The application .shall be supported by ail relevant, commercial 

documents.

, (3). >vhere,; as a result pjf ,misdirection in die original process, the goods are 
required tc be transferred by road flight, the Approved Enterprises shall support 
the application with a report, stating how the misdirection occurred.

(4) if the Zone Management and Free Zone Customs consent to the 
application, Zone Management shall issue a “Request to Transfer Goods” and 
arrange Customs escort. '1The “Transfer Request” shall be endorsed by Zone 
Management and Free Zone Customs.

Specific
procedures
for
importing of 
goods into 
[he Free 
Zone by air 
freight.

Specific
procedures
for
importing 
goods into 
the Zone by 
road freight.
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(5) upon receipt of the “Transfer Request” by the Border Post Customs 
where the goods are being held, the goods shall be delivered to the Zone under 
Customs escort, and

(6) on arrival at the Zone, the duly authorized and endorsed “Transfer 
Request” is then forwarded to the Customs Command at the point of discharge 
for use by them to close the record.

5.—(1) All deliveries of goods to Zone shall be entered into the Zone's 
“Cargo track” tracking and inventory system.

(2) The Authority shall issue stock reports showing Approved Enterprise’s
goods movement at intervals agreed by the Approved Enterprise and Authoiity. 
The Free Zone Customs shall have access to the stock control elements of 'he 
track system.' ,

(3) The Approved Enterprise on request by the Authority or Free Zone 
Customs provide statistical data, delivery and receipt returns and any other 
information’that mayb&called upon from time to time.

(4) .The authority and the Free Zone Customs may inspect the records and 
books of account of the Approved Enterprise at any reasonable time.

(5) , The.Approved.Enterprise shall permit Authority and the Free Zone 
Customs to access the factory, warehouse, assembly plant or any other premises 
of the Approved Enterprise for the purposes of examining any goods to ensure 
the accuracy of the particulars entered in the records and books of account of the 
Approved Enterprise. Authority or Free Zone Customs may require that its officers 
be stationed.on the premises of the Approved Enterprise for the purposes of

. inspection.» u-,v.> * •

6. The procedure for importing goods into the Zone by pipeline or for 
importing other special products into the Zone shall be as prescribed by the 
Authority or asmay be agreed upon from time to time by the Free Zone Customs 
with an Approved Enterprise.

11. Procedures for E xporting G oods from the Z o n e' f.......
R elease  on p a ym en t o f  D u ty•i
7. —(1) The following procedures shall apply to importers seeking to export 

goods from the Zone into the Custom territory in the course of trading activities 
in commercial quantity—

(0 the goods shall be.subject to extant fiscal policy pertaining to importation 
of goods in commercial quantity into the custom territory ; and

07) the goods, shall be deposited at the bonded warehouse located in buffer 
zone,and:operated by the authority.

(2) Withput prejudice to the foregoing goods declared as personal effects 
but in excess of the passenger concession shall be treated in line with provision 
of custom baggage code.



(3) The importer shall submit a completed “Form M” to his bank and the 
Sebore Farms Export Processing Zone shall be indicated as the “Country of 
Origin” and the “Country of supply” on the Form “M”.

(4) The bank shall countersign the Form M and certify the supporting
documents. • • t

(5) Where appropriate, the documents may be stamped “Not Valid for 
Foreign Exchange” by the bank.

(6) A “Transaction Request Order” shall be completed by the approved 
Enterprises and sent to. the Authority together with copies of the following 
documents (as certified by the bank)—

(/) Commercial Invoice ; , .
(//) Form M ; : r«: , •

(///) Bill of Landing ; . .
(/v) Packing L ist; and
(v) Form C 16.

(7) Where the ‘Transaction request Order” and attached documents are accepted 
to the Authority, it shall prepare “a Request to Examine Access and Value/ 
Classification” to the Free Zone Custom and pre shipment inspection agent (PIA).

(8) A joint examination by the Custom and PIA shall be carried out and a 
clean report of inspection (C.R.p shall be issued by the PIA.

(9) For urgently required) goods for clients with bank guarantee or bond 
duly endorsed by the Free Zone Custom and the Authority, a draft document 
duly signed by the custom and PIA specifying the duty payable could be used 
against the bond for immediate release of the goods—

(/) for immediate duly payment the Approved Enterprise or its clearing 
agent shall present the CRI with'other documents to the bank for duty payment. 
The bank shall issue the importer a bank shipment receipt of payment (Bank 
pay-in-slip); . T

(//) the importer shall complete the Single Goods Declaration (SGD) forms 
attached to the CRI, Invoice, Bill of Lading, Packing List and Form Cl6 for 
endorsement and processing at the Custom processing Centre ;

(///) the Free Zone custom, if satisfied, will release the goods for delivery 
to the importer ; and

(/V) The Free Zone Customs command shall jointly with the PIA arrange 
for examinations, valuations and classification of the goods.

(10) Upon completion, the Free Zone Customs Command shall endorse 
the SGD and issue it to the importer.

(11) On receipt of the endorsed SGD, the importer shall pay the agreed 
duty to the Customs Designated Bank using Bank Pay-In-Slip, and the Bank 
shall provide the importer with a Custom Revenue Receipt.
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(12) The importer shall then prepare a Customs Bill of Entering and submit 
same to the Free Zone Customs under the cover of the original request to release 
the revenue receipt and a copy of the endorsed SGD.

(13) If acceptable to the Free Zone Customs, the Bill of Entering shall be
stamped and signed by the Free Zone Customs and the SGD shall again be 
endorsed. i.i

(14) The service1 providers shall issue a Risk Assessments Report (RAR) 
upon satisfaction with the submitted documei\ts to the Authority.

(15) Tne Authority shall issue a Delivery Order upon receipt of the Customs 
Release Order.

(16) Upon production of the Delivery Order by the Authority, the goods 
shall be released for delivery into the Customs Territory.

s .!
8.—(1) The following rules shall apply where the Approved enterprise 

wishes to implement a duty scheduling system (‘The system”) whereby goods 
required for use on an urgent basis can be imported from the Zone with payment 
of Customs duty deferred to a later date

(2) To gualify for the System, the Approved Enterprise must comply with 
the following procedures— 1;

(/) the Approved Enterprise shall establish a Custom Free Zone Guarantee 
with the Approved Enterprise’s bank for an amount sufficient to cover the 
amount of Custom’s duty that is expected to be outstanding at any one time ;

(//) the Approved enterprise shall then submit an application for registration 
under the System to the Authority ;

{iii) where acceptable, the Authority shall counter signed the application 
and forward it to the Free Zone Custom for approval ; and

O’v) if approved, the Authority shall open a secret “Cargotrack” System to 
recall Approved Enterprise’s list of goods under the System.

9. The Authority may under arrangement with the Free zone Customs set 
up a duty payment system on monthly basis which allows the Approved Enterprise 
to pay duty at the end of the month Tor all the goods exported in the same month.

lO . T h e  Procedure for exporting petroleum products or other special 
products from the Zone into the Custom Territory shall be as prescribed by the 
Authority oras-may be  agt$ed upon from lime to time by Free Zone Customs 
with an Approved Enterprise.

: 11.—(1) ’ To export goods from the Zone to a foreign territory by sea, the 
Approved Enterprise shall make an application in the form of a “Transaction 
Request Order” to the Authority.
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(2) The application shall tfe accompanied with copies of the Bill of Lading, 
Commercial Invoices, Packing List and Export Declaration documents.

(3) The Authority shall iissue a request to the Free zone Customs for 
examination of the goods. The application shall be authorised by the Free Zone 
Customs and an examination of the goods against the document submitted shall 
be physically carried out.

(4) Approval to release the goods and endorsement of the export declaration 
for export shall be issued to the Approved Enterprise or its agent.

(5) The Approved Enterprise or its agents shall forward the Customs release 
documents and Export Declaration documents to the Nigerian Ports Authority 
(NPA) for release and endorsement.

(6) The Authority shall request the NPA to deliver the goods to the relevant 
vessel. The NPA shall carry out the delivery of the goods upon payment by the 
approved Enterprise of all storage and handling charges.

(7) The goods delivered on board the vessel shall be tallied and reconciled 
to the vessel’s manifest by the NPA. On completion, the captain of the vessel 
shall endorse the Export declaration Form for the Free Zone Customs as evidence 
of shipment.

(8) The Approved Enterprise shall receive a Bill of Lading evidencing the 
shipment of the goods on payment of all freight charges.

•I’ ,' ! !* • •
(9) The Approved Enterprise shall perfect an Export Bill of Entry with the 

Customs at the Customs Processing Centre (CPC) and present the same together 
with copies of the endorsed Export Declaration for final release by Customs.

12.—( 1) To export goods by air, the Approved Enterprise shall make an 
application in the form of a ‘Transaction Request Order” to the Authority. The 
application shall be accompanied with copies of the Airway Bill, Commercial 
Invoices, Packing List and Export Declaration documents and—

(/)The authority shall complete the same procedures as exporting of goods 
by sea ;

(//) The Authority shall submit the Export Processing Zone Customs 
Release, Export Declaration duty endorsed by Customs and Aviation Handling 
Company release together with other cargo documents with an application to 
export goods to the Airport Customs for approval; and

( iii) The Airport Customs shall approves and the Approved Enterprise or 
his agents submit release documents-to Aviation Handling Company for 
payment or statutory handling charges.

(2) The goods shall* be released by the Export Processing Zone Customs 
and transported to the airport under Customs escort.

(3) The goods together with the Export Deletion shall be handled over to 
the airport Customs and aviation handling company officials, who shall tally the

Exporting 
Goods to a 
foreign 
territory by 
air freight.
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goods, load them unto the aircraft, sign and stamp the Export Declaration. The 
pilot of the vessel shall endorse the Export Declaration documents.

(4) The Approved Enterprise shall prepare an Exoort SGD attaching a 
copy of the stamped Export Declaration and other documents and submit them 
to the Free Zone Customs.

Repairs or 
maintenance 
of goods 
from 
Customs 
Territory in 
the Zone.

III. Procedures for H andling G oods that R eq u ir e  R epair  and  M aintenance
-I - : •

13.—(1) An Approved Enterprise may apply to the Authority requesting 
repair of goods situated within the Customs Tenitorv in the Zone.

, .(2) The application shall be made on a “Transaction Request Order” 
accompanied by a brief explanation of the reasons for the repairs and all relevant 
documents indicating the contract document or agreement to repair or maintain 
the equipment correspondence between the companies doing the business and 
duration of maintenance as may be required by  the Authority.

(3) The Transaction Request Order shall contain necessary documents 
relating to the importation of the materials to be used for the maintenance.

(4) The Authority shall apply to the Free Zone Customs or P.l.A for 
examination of the returned to the Customs territory after repairs.

(5) The PJLA shall issue a C.R.I on the goods utilized on the repairs and 
the necessary duties] levies; shall be paid, and the approved Enterprise or its 
agents shall perfect the entries (I.C.GD) accordingly.

(6) For repairs and export to other countries, only Customs examination 
shall be carried out on the goods, other procedures for export shall follow on the 
utilized goods as prescribed above.

Goods for 14.-r-{l) An Approved Enterprise may apply to the Authority requesting
repair, goods situate tin the Zone to be repaired in the Customs Territory, 
refurbish- ” ' '
ment or (2) The Authority shall issue a Request for repair of Free Zone Goods in
maintenance Nigeria (“Request fpr Repair”) enclosing information provided by the Approved
inthc Enterprise. ' -h  >.• .
Customs
Terri tor)'. (3) The.fra Zone Customs shall examine the goods and release for repairs.

(4) Goods will then be released from the Zone with the approval documents.

(5) Customs duty will then be charged on the goods not returned within the 
time limit specified in the Approved Enterprise and approved by the Authority. 
Additional penalties may also be payable, where applicable.

(6) On completion 6f repairs and the delivery of the goods into the Zone, 
the goods will be examined against the original “Request for Repairs” and the 
goods will be returned to the Zone.
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15.—(]) Where an Approved Enterprise wishes to sell (o another Approved 
Enterprise goods situate in the Zone for the use in the Customs Territory, the 
Approved Enterprise purchasing the goods must first submit a “Transaction 
Request Order” to the Authority together with all documentation supporting the 
original transfer of the goods into the Zone.

(2) The transfer of goods shall be in accordance with procedures for 
importing goods form a Free Zone to the Customs Territory as set out in schedule 
with :he old and the sales invoice together with invoice and operating of Form M.

(3) Where an Approved Enterprise wishes to sell to approved Enterprise 
goods situate in the Free Zone to remain and use in the Free Zone, the Approved 
Enterprise wishing to sell the goods shall prepare a “transaction Request Order”.

(4) The “Transaction Request must be submitted to the Authority together 
with a copy of the original commercial invoice covering the importation of the 
goods into the Zone and the new invoice raised in the Zone.

(5) Upon approval of the “Transaction Request Order” ,by the Authority 
and notification to the Free Zone Customs, the sale of the goods shall be 
completed.

16. The procedure for transferring petroleum products or other special 
products from one Approved Enterprise to another within the Zone shall be as 
prescribed by the Authority or as! may be agreed from time to lime by the Free 
Zone Customs with an Approved Enterprise.

•J..:

v : . i u,‘H*
17. Where an Approved Enterprise wishes to transfer goods from one Free 

Zone to another, the following procedures shall apply—
• * * ‘ 9 .1 • Ji ;#»J

(/) The Approved Enterprise shall make an application in the form of a 
‘Transaction Request Order” to the Authority ;

0*0 The application shall be accompanied with copies of the Bill of Lading, 
Commercial Invoices and Packing List;

(///) The Authority shall issue a ‘Transfer Request” to the Free Zone customs 
for the examination of the goods ;

■ \  . i. •

(/v ) The Free Customs shall authorise the “Transfer Request” and carry 
out an examination of the goods against the documents submitted ;

(v) The Free Zone Customs shall give approval for the release of the goods;
(W) The authority shall issue a request to the NPA to deliver the goods to 

the relevant vessel upon payment of handling and freight charges by the 
Approved Enterprise (if goods are to be delivered by sea) or release the goods 
to the road hauler under Customs escort if the goods are to be transferred by 
road ; and • ■
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(viz) The Free zone Customs escort shall return to the Zone an endorsed 
landing Certificate from the carrier.

IV. Personal D uty-Fpsb Allowance

18. Personal Duty Free Allowance for a Nig-; ria Visitor or tourist shall be 
guided by the provisions of concessions as published by Nigerian Customs 
Service. . j „

V. Market C ategorisation for C ustoms D uty

19. —(1) The target market for this category of goods includes Nigeria’s' 
business communityicomprising traders involved in import or export activities, 
wholesalers and1 retailers.

(1) Nigerian importers may process a “Form M” through any authorised 
dealer bank,̂ whether or not payment is involved ; and

(ii) Customs duty shall be levied on the goods at the appropriate rate by 
the’NCS=: at the point of exit from the Zone, unless there is an express 
exemption of the duty on such goods.

(2) Customs shall not be levied for export to destination outside Nigeria 
by the NCS at the point of exit from the Zone.

20. Goods for personal consumption may be purchased within the Zone, 
imported or exported out of the Nigeria Customs Territory on the following 
conditions—

2. A large proportion of this target market for AEPZ currently import their 
goods from Europe, Asia and Middle-East and it is expected that the volume of 
trade within the Zone will provide a large enough market to serve the needs of 
this target market,'resulting in substantial foreign exchange savings in travel 
expenses and* hotel accommodation costs.

3. As this category of goods will be purchased in commercial quantities, • 
the following shall appiy-r-

(a) only the categories of goods that are not banned or prohibited by the 
M Federal Government of Nigeria (FGN) will fall under this category ;

(b) Nigerian importers shall be require to process a Form *M’ through any 
authorised dealerT)ank, whether or not payment is involved ; and

(c) . customs duty.shall be levied on the goods at the appropriate rate by the 
Nigerian'Customs Service (NCS), at the point of exit from the Zone, unless 
there is an express exemption of duty on such goods.

4. —(1) Tt is anticipated that a significant portion of trade from AEPZ will 
boost exports and trading activities with traders along the West Africa coast who 
traditionally source their imports for their respective countries from the Middle- 
East and̂ Far-East and Far East Asia and this category of traders will constitute a 
large potential market for, with large or wholesale consignments being purchased 
from AEPZ for export to destinations outside Nigeria.
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(2) As this category of goods is for export to destinations outside Nigeria, 
the following shall apply— '

(a) all the categories of goods traded in AEPZ, whether or not the goods 
arc banned or prohibited by federal Government Nigeria will under this 
category ; and

(.b) customs duty shall not (be levied on the goods by NCS at the point of 
exit from the Zone. J

5.—(1) This category of goods can be purchased for consumption within 
AEPZ, imported into the •NCT'or. exported out of the NCT for personal 
consumption and the target market for this category of goods includes the 
following— " irnj. i ;. ‘ • •

(a) West African shoppers and leisure seekers;

(b) Nigerians.; >,; it ifr: ::n : .
(c) Expatriate-resident in Nigeria ; and
(d) International!' ' hi a)!-*;,, v);. V t
(2) As this category iof goods is for personal consumption purpose only, 

the following shall apply—

(a) all the categories of.-gopds traded in AEPZ, whether or not the goods 
are banned or prohibited by EQN,shall fall under this category;

(b ) the value of this category of goods (imported into the NCT) shall be
guided by free zone passenger concession as published by the Nigeria Customs 
Service ; \

(c) customs duty shall1 not be levied on such goods by NCS at the point of 
exit from the Zone ; and r- - —

(d ) all other customs and licensing requirements that apply to goods 
imported into theiNCT from other countries shall not apply to this category of 
goods including the processing of form M.

(3) Apart from the. complexities that will likely be associated with 
administering duty on such small items, the economic and employment benefit 
associated with the increased level of tourism and related economic activities 
resulting from an increased number of domestic, West African and International 
visitors into the south-south region of the country far outweigh the value of duty 
form personal effects.

VI. C ustoms P r o ced u re  for B ringing G oods to ALSCON Export Processing 
Z one

1. All cargoes brought into the Free Zone duty free must be consigned to a 
registered Enterprise in the Free Zone.

2. Consignee shall ensure that the Shipping documents (Bill of lading or 
Airway Bill, Commercial" Invoice, Packing List and Manifest) are properly 
documented within the Free Zone context in the following regard—

i•j . i. . . .  j
i



(a) -Consignee’s name on the Bill of Lading or Airway Bill and shipping 
documents must be the same as registered by the Authority.

(b) Consignee’s address must read as follows :

ALUMINIUM SMELTER COMPANY OF NIGERIA PLC.
Alscon Export Processing Zone
P. M. B. 1054, Ikot Abasi,
Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria.
Tel.:.+ 7.-495-777-04-10-074-1001' ■ : • • t. . 1 ■ -» J • ,

(c) TheTollowing phrase to be clearly imputed in the Bill of Lading or
Airway Bill— i;V •”

“These goods are meant for ALSCON Farms Export Processing Zone 
Enterprise and exempted from Customs duty as enshrined in the NEPZA Act”.

3. On perfection of shipping documents as informed above, the Consignee 
shall ensure that a Transaction Request Order (TRO) and perfected Shipping 
documents are forwarded to the Free Zone Management Company who will 
pass the documents onto the Authority Co-coordinator AEPZ ratification. This 
request must reach the Authority eft least 7 days before the arrival of the cargo.

4. On confirmation of the TRO and accompanying Shipping Documents, 
the Free Zone: Management Company through Authority will issue an 
Authorization Letter in care of the Consignee and her agent advising the Customs 
Area Comptroller (CAC) to release cargo to the Free Zone under customs 
Transire/Escort. •• .«

5. As soon as the CAC approves the Authorization, cargo is thereafter 
transferred to the Free Zone under Customs Escort. Upon arrival of the cargo, a 
joint physical examination is carried out on the cargo by the Free Zone 
management Cpmpany, NEPZA and the Customs officers resident in AEPZ.

The Cargo’s Landing Certificate is thereafter endorsed by the Free Zone 
Customs on confirmation of cargo and instruction is given to the Free Zone 
ManagemenfCqmpany to move cargo to the appropriate stacking area.



THIRD SCHEDULE Regulation 130

N igeria Immigrations Service Procedures for Expatriate 
■J 1 H ired to W ork in the AEPZ

The law requires that prior to entiy into Nigeria by sca/air/road all foreigners; 
except they are ECOWAS nationals, shall obtain visas from Nigeria’s Missions 
in their country of origin. There are various types of visas that are obtainable at 
Nigerian Missions; in various countries issued for specific purposes.

Usually, Business/Tourist visas permit expatriates to stay not more than 
thirty (30) days except where the visa is extended before the time originally 
allowed expires. Business/Tourist visas are not extended to more than three (3) 
months.

Basically we are concerned about Temporary Work Permit (TWP) and 
Residence Visa known as Subject To Regularization visa (STR).

' : W' • ‘i ' 1*
1. TWP Visa is issued to expatriates coming to do specialized jobs for a 

short duration; such as installation/repairs of machinery, feasibility studies, 
auditing of accounts,' training, commissioning of projects, control of natural 
disaster oil spillage, etc. 1

1.1. Requirement for TWP Visa—

(0 Formal application by, sponsor to the Comptroller-General of the Nigeria 
Immigrations Service stating passport'details of the expatriate, purpose of visit 
and affirmation of acceptance of immigrations responsibilities;

(//) Company statutory documents ;

(Hi) Evidence of purchase of equipment, contract award, etc.;

(iv) Cable approval from the Comptroller-General of the NIS ;
(v) Valid travel document (valid international passport);

(vi) Return flight ticket;

(vi i ) Completed form Imm. 22 with passport photographs affixed ;
(v ii i)  Approved visa fee (where applicable).

2. RESIDENCE-STR (Subject To Regularization) Visa — All foreigners 
coming to reside in Nigeria to work, school or accompany spouse/parents; shall 
arrive the country with an STR visa obtainable at Nigeria Mission in their 
respective countries..

2 .1. Requirements for issuance qf STR visa—

(/) Formal application for STR^visa made by employer to the Authority 
and Authority , forwards application to. the Nigerian Mission abroad closest to 
the subject’s country of origin indicating job position, nationality and 
acceptance of immigrations responsibilities on behalf of the expatriate. This**, 
letter should be accompanied by a support letter from the Authority.



(») Completed forms Imm.22 (visa application form) with passport 
photographs affixed;

(iii) Valid international passport/other travel document;

(iv) Photocopies of educational qualifications and CV of previous work
experience;.r,v .; ;. /  .

(v) Original certificates for sighting ;
(vi) Letter of Offer of employment stating terms and conditions ;
(viz) Acceptance of offer by employee ;
(vizi) One way ^ljghtticket;'

(be) Approved visa fee (as applicable).

It is a lso ip e r th ie n t.to  n o te jh a t  d e p e n d e n ts  w is h in g  to  j o i n  th e  p r in c ip a l  

im m igrants muld'fpllQW . s im ila r  p ro c e d u re , a n d  w o u ld  b e  r e q u ir e d  to  p ro v id e  

sta tu tory docupien t(s) to  p ro v e  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  th e  p r i n c i p a l  im m ig ra n ts .

On arrival.in Nigeria all foreigners are proceduraily required to submit 
themselves forciearance;and regularization to the Nigerian Immigrations Services 
(NIS). Also Nigerian Export Processing Zone Authority (NEPZA) is to work in 
consultation with the NIS to oversee the permit of foreigners in the Free Zones.

Regularization of Stay—All foreigners residing in Nigeria must regularize 
the stay by obtaining Combined Expatriates Residence Permit and Aliens Card 
(CERPAC).....‘ I'";/’';- :

1. Requirement for CERPAC—

1.1. Formal,application within three (3) months of arrival to the Free Zone 
Immigration Service for regularization stating post to be occupied, nationality 
and acceptance of immigrations responsibilities.

1.2. Valid STR visa.

1.3. All other documents received from Nigerian Mission in expatriate’s 
country:of origin as in 2.1 above.

., • i ! . •: • '
1.4. Board of Directors’ resolution for top management positions, e.g. 

Director, Managing Director, etc. r: :
V; - ;

1.5. Approved visa fee

CERPAC may also be procured for principal immigrant’s dependents who 
might wish to join their husbands^wives,.parents, etc, as the case may be.

Residences.: rj. < , ; •

'■'■ 1. Free Zone expatriates shall be allowed to reside in/or outside the Free 
Zones.; : ‘ v -1 •• ! .'*•

" • v ;>
2. Free Zone expatriates* register shall be maintained for all Free Zone 

expatriate residing in/or outside the Free Zones.



Re-E n t r y  V is a

1. Formal application to .‘the Authority/Zone Management and NIS by 
employer/sponsor accepting immigrations responsibilities.

2. Completed Re-entry visa'application form Imm. 22(a)

3. Approved fee where applicable.

Ex p a t r ia t e  Q u o t a — A ll approved Enterprises are exempted from Expatriate 
Quota.

(• \ ■

Fees— Fees for im migrations services shall be levied in United States Dollars 
(US$) currency.

* n \  *..*

’ 3. The register shall contain specific information such as; name, nationality,
employer, C ER PA C  number and validity period and place of residence.

t
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FOURTH SCHEDULE

Effluent Limitation Guidelines

S/N Parameter L im it  f o r  
D is c h a rg e  in to  
S urface  W a te r

L im it fo r  Lan 
Application

1. Temperature >40o within 15m 
of outfall

>40

2. Colour (Lavibond Units) 7 —

3. Ph 6-9 6-9
4. BOD 5 at 20% 30(30) 50(50)
5. Total dissolved solids 2,000 2,000
6 . Chloride (as Cl) 6,000 6,000
7. Sulphate (as S02) 500 1,000
8. Suiphide (as S2) 0.2 .

9. Cyanide (as CN) 0.1

10. Detergents (LASO) 15 15
11. Oil and Grease 10 20 (20)
12. Nitrate (as N03) 20
13. Phosphate (P04) 5 10
14. Arsenic (as As) 0.1
15. Barium (as Ba) 5 5
16. Tin (as Sn) !

20 10
17. Iron (Fe) ’ :

20
18. Manganese (as Mn) 5
19. Phenolic Compounds 0 9
20. Chlorine (free)

10
21. Cadmium (trivalent 

and hexvalent)

l \J 

>122 . Copper
23. Lead . >1 —

24. Mercury >1 —

25. • Nickel 0.05 —
26. Selenium >1 -—  ,
27. Silver >1

0.1

—



E ff lu e n t  L im ita t io n  Guidelines— continued

Param eter Limit for 
Discharge into 
Surface Water

Limit for Land 
Application

Zinc >1 —

Total Metals 3 —

Calcium (as M g 2 ) 200 —

Magnesium (as M g 2 ) 200 —  .

Boron (as B ) 5 5
A lkyl M ercury Compounds Not detected Not detected

Polychlorinated Biphenyl 0.003 0.003
Pesticides (Total) >0.01 >0.01
Alpha emitters uc/ml 107 —

Beta emitters, uc/ml 104 —

Coli form  
(daily average) 40 MPN/lOOml 500MPN/100ml

Suspended Fibre — —

Note : Units in Milligram Per litre (mg/1) unless otherwise stated:


