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S. I. No. 38 of 2013 

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE -FEDERAL REPUBLIC 
OF NIGERIA, 1999 (AS AMENPEJ)) , 

FEDERAL HIGH COURT (CIVIL PRQCEPURE) RULESl 2009 

FEDERAL HIGH COURT (CI{JMlNAL TRIALS) 
PRACTICE DIRECT!ONS, 2013 

[3rd DClY oj June, 2.013] Commence­ 
ment. 

In exercise of the powers conferred Oil me ~Y ~ect,ion)?4 {)qhe Constitution of 
the Federal Republic ,Qf Nig~rill' 1999 (~~ lIm~p,9~p), Qrd,~r ,~7 RIIJ.~ 3 of the Federal 
High Court (Civil Procedure) Rilles, 20Q9)I!:d, iill o,t!.l~_r pOw'~r~ ~~ftpli!1g me in that 
behalf, I, IBRAHIM NDAIII AUTA, oFll,'Chief Judge; F~Mhll High Cli~rt; issue the following 
Practice Directions to the, Federa] H,igl) Court; 

1.-( 1) The 'purpose of this Practice Directions af.e to=- 
(a) establish a system of case Inan'aget11~i1fthat wU{ provide for the fair, 

impartial and expeditious adminlstrl:ltion: of crh}1iri'al cases arising out of 
cases listed in Rule 2 (1) of thesePractice Difectioris; 

(b) ensure thatat trials the parties focus on matters which are genuinely 

Objective 
and Guiding 
Principle. 

in issue ; 
(c) minimize the time spent at trials, in ~he determination of interlocutory 

, matters; 
(d) ensure that possibility of settlement is explored before the parties go 

into heai'i11:g: " ".', 
(e)eilsiii-e that hearings are not sta!leq 'by ;~lnpte:p~redlless of the Court 

or the parties and that cases are ready for trIa) 'b~fofe'hearing dates are 
agreed ; and ' , 

(f) minimize undue adjournments al1d;delays' occasioned by parties. 
", '. " ". 

(2) The Rllies made under this Practice Direction shall be construed and 
applied to el irninateunnecessary delay and ~~pem;e f6tthe parties involved in 
the Court justice system. ., 

2,-:-::-,(1) This Practice Direction slHill~ save to. the ~xte.nt and asinay Applicability 
otherwise be ordered by the Honourable qhief jlldg~' ~pply to' all crimi'bal 
cases, particularly those relating to Terrorism, -Kidnapping, Trafficking in 
persons, Rape, Corruption and Money Lalilidering cases. 

(2) The Rules made under this practice Direction shall apply mutatis 
mutandis to all criJT)inal cases, which fall: under the category of offences 
listed [n Rule (2) (1) of this Rule as well a~ all interlocutory applications in 

, respect of the fisted offences. 
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Filing a 
Charge. 

Service of 
Process. 

Duties of the 
Prosecution. 

Duties of the 
Defenc~. 

3.-( 1) The complainant shall not f Ie a charge lin less it is ccompan ied 
by an affidavit.stating that all investigations into the matter had been concluded 
and in the opinion of the prosecutor, a prima facie case exists against the 
accused person. 

(2) the prosecutor shill! produce the accused person in Court, On the 
date offirst arraignment. . -- 

4.-( 1) A party shall not serve a notice of an application on another 
party on the date scheduled for hearing. 

(2) Wherethere is a notice of preliminary objection ?i1allenging the 
jurisdiction of the COlirffd.h:e!'lt a b&s~ before it, the Court shall ensure that 
the Ruling is deJivere9.wit.!1Lt:' J..4.~I~y.t. . 

(3) To ensure sp~ecl;:dl~PbI1Satidii,pfjlls:tic~, electronic mail, e-mail and, 
other electronic m.ea~s n}'lYI9.@~·n.l·p)()yecl,by..the.Go~jlt II) order to inform counsel 
of urgent court and case ~verit~~ 

PROV,lPJ;D that Sll~ifl1~~i1t.¢~tjRI~ shall-be given at least forty-eight hours 
before til e .scheduled CQul,'tiq~fe. . . 

(4) In line with -the proy,i:sions' of;RtTle"4 (3) 0n1)IS Rule, parties are 
expected to furnish the Court Registrar with funciionaltelephone numbers 
and e-mail addressesof themselvesandtheir.counsel. 

5.-(1) The prosecutor Sh~U- 
. (d) serve 9opie~.oft~e str!Jmerii~ of~v,dence.~.n~ARP~Il.i1entary exhibits 

upon th~ d~f~nc.e.7 ~.I;lY:S l?~for~ t!J~.f\I;tM.&I).m,ellth*Aring ; , 
(b.) ~piO.yide.a v/r!~~,~ ~~;,~ ~SlJ1~{p1~'&:{~',the. ¢!Vid~nce as it presently 

stands ;' and '." " .' , , ' 

(c) :"pep.ify wh~t n}I~~.~r.eyi,(jenF!~,i~ tq99me and the duration of service 
of such evidence on' theCourt and the, defence, 

,(~) :tb,e,C911rt~lay; ~n,i~'~:!lppl';'c~tiP~;~fthe prosecutor, extend the time 
specified in Rule 5 (1) of this Rlile. .. 

,6. The ~eft(,11R~ ~h~,!J,T1Qt J(1,s,s ,_than 7; (:lays of-service on him the 
copies of st{,lJ~merit ,of evidence and documentary exhibits by the prosecutor, 
specify ill wfitj~g- ' 

(a) the defence being raised; 
(b) the .aspect of the prosecution case which he agreed with; 
(c) the aspect of the prosecution cas{Wlilch is in djsp~lte ; and 
(d) which witness is required :tor c~oss- eX~I~in~ti9J1~ and why. 

(2) The court may, on the, application of the defence extend the time 
specified in Rule 6 (1) of this Rule. 
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7.-(1) The hearing of cases shall be as far as the schedule of the Hearing. 
Court may permit, priority given to all cases prosecuted by the EFCC, [Cl'C, . 
SSS or cases initiated under any law dealing y.,hh terrorism, kidnapping, rape, 
corruption, trafficking in persons and money laundering cases. 

(2) The Courts shall continue to accord priority to thecases listed under 
Rule 7 (I) of this Rule until judgement is delivered. 

(3) All witnesses shall be present in Court until their evidence is heard. 

(4) The court and the parties shall prevent unnecessary delays and 
accord ingly, not more than two adjournments shall be granted to any party to 
an action covered by the provisions of these Practice Directions. 

PROVIDED that no application for adjournment shal] be entertained on a 
day fixed for hearing.· . 

(5) Where a party seeks to change his .Counse] during the lifespan of a 
case, not more than two adjournments shall 'be granted to him to so do. 

I ",' 

(6) Where it is expedient, and in furtherance of the objectives of these 
Practice Directions the Court may schedule the time and date of hearing on 
such day and at such time as may be convenient-for the parties. 

(7) Counsel shall ensure that they are present in Court and ready to 
proceed with their case at all times. 

(8) Where the provisions of Rule 7 (6) of this Rule becomes impracticable 
by reason of ill health Of any other unavoidable incidence, such Counsel shall 
ensure that a Counsel of requisite professional experience and knowledge of 
the issues before the Court is present in Court and ready to diligently proceed 
with the case in his or her stead. 

8.-( I) Judges shall ensure that Counsel conduct the business of the 
. COUlt with proper professional decorum and stringently avoid any act which is 
either an abuse to the justice system or is aimed at truncating the course of 
justice . 

Proceedings 
of the Court. 

. (2) The Court shall conduct its proceedings regularly and punctually and 
discourage adjournments made on trivial grounds by counsel. 

(3) Where a counsel wish to make a petition against a Judge, he shall 
first inform the Chief Judge, in writing, of the allegations against the Judge 
concerned. . 

(4) In investigating a petition made against a Judge, the Judge shal I work 
to ensure that the petitions do not create a de facto stay of proceed ings. 
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Court 
Directions, ' 

Interpretation, 

Citation, 

9.-(1)The court may-- 
(a) -fix 'a- date for trial, including a time estimate' agreed upon by the 

parties, and in the absence of ~~y. agreement the Judge wi II make h is own 
assessment of the time estill1ati{b~seq ontheinformation already provided 
by the parties; 
(b). fix any future interjm date to ensure that the parties are complying 

with Court - ordered directions ; 
, (c) 1!9tify the parties that it y,:j11 sit on consecutive working days unti I 

the close of case or verd] .t ; aliq , 
Cd) ;'~qLJi re the parties tc specify the points of ad missibi I ity or other issues 

to be taken lit trial. ''' .- .. -: ..... ,., .. ",. 

~2) 'where a pariYrflis;lc! a.~ obj~dio_!10n y.bj!1J ,of :~81l1,issibi1ity or 
qtl~~r !SSUel the objection s'iall be.in writillg, setiilig'ciilt ~ 'slii-njriary of the 
,a:~~/~&~,~b:t;relie9 :u,p~~'f~~; 'tl;'e!.colls1def~tipn of the Judge before the 
commencement of the,tnal. " ' 
, ',' oj';:'(~)i~th¢ court n)~~:ft~~t:fdi):e tI1e.;P~l}i,~sJo ' gi,,~Je&~on why the point of 
obJe:o~l661rfll,s~d j_1.1_'&i~'J~~:9,:;l:~), _of this ::Ru1r .cannot b,e resolved before the 
cOl~~i11~hh'eiilent of, trfa=L, ,- . ~ _,' _. -, 

. . .... :.~:-.. .. .' .. ~. - .... . 

. 10, 111 these Practi(\e;.D;j.rMJi.Q,ps;-:-:- 
'i$_pqC" means ;1~~-E,e~Woii1i:~'~6'd FiJ1anCiai Crimes Commission ; 

.••.. ,.; .' - =, .... "_,'l'.::', -..:' ,_' ,,' " .. ,;- ',- _ • - '. . 

- l!jc;J!:'¢'?' mean:~'J!t~,~ij4ep~nMnt i;::6tr.~pt Practices .and Other Related 
Offeli6es,:d6in;nisS'i})j~i~;~Hkt . " . - ' 

.' •• '_ ,. , __ :.' :,:' ~)o~ : 

'!~S_S" means -the :St~j¢' S~6'I.ITity S¢.rYke. 
.': ..' :r , ••..• J ~: .• .- ! _' .• ' s-: ~ ; _ - :: .. ,'- _ I _ _ 

11. These Practice D.ireCtiC>'J)s rnliy-b'e cited as the Federal High Court 
(Crimina] Trials) Prl!ct!ce Dir¢iiioiis;ioff ' .. . 

ISRAHJly1 NpAlil Al.JTAI orn 
. " 'Chi?! Juc/ge 
Federal High 'Court 

. :E}{~Lf\N;ATQRY Nors 
(This note does not form peri'{ the above amendment but intends 

. TO HP/pin it,s pwporf) 
Th~,~~ Practice Pire'ttj9Hs;~~tabJf§j)'i s(ystem of case management that 

will provide 'for the fair, 'fi\)p;i-tja(ah4 ¢~iieI:Htious ~drh'iriistratio!l of criminal 
cases arising-out of cases listed in Rt)ie 2 (I) of these Practice Directions and 
other related cases. 


