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S. I. No. 38 of 2013

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC
OF NIGERIA, 1999 (AS AMENDED)

FEDERAL HIGH COURT (CIVIL PROCEDURE) RULES, 2009

FEDERAL HIGH COURT (CRIMINAL TRIALS)
PRACTICE DIRECTIONS, 2013

% | (37d Day of June, 2013]

In exercise of the powers conferred on me by section 254 of the Cunstltutlon of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (as amppded), Order S'l Rule 3 of the Federal
High Court (Civil Procedire) Rules, 2009 and all other powers ;nabhm, me in that
behalf, I, IsRAHIM NDAR AUTA, orn.ChlefJudge, T‘ederalHIgh Cburt, issue the following

Practice Directions to the Federa) High Court :
1.—(1) The purpose of this Practice Directiohs a'r:ﬁ to—=

(a) establish a system of case managemem that will prov:de for the fair,
impartial and expcdmous admlmsttauon ofcrimlnal cases arising out of
cases listed in Rule 2 (1) of these Practice Directions ;

(b) ensure that at trials the parties focus on rnatters which are genuinely
inissue; :

(c) minimize the time spent at trials, in the determination of interlocutory

: matters ;

(d) ensure that possibility of setﬂement is explored befon ethe parties go
into healmg'

(e) eijsure that hearings are not stalled by unpreparedness of the Court
or the parties and that cases are ready for trial ‘before hearing dates are
agreed ; and

(f) minimize undue adjournments and, delays occasloned by parties.
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(2) The Rules madc under this Prachce Dueptlon shall be construed and
applied to eliminate unnecessary delay and expense for the PalTIBS involved in
the Court justice system.,

2,—(1) This Practice Direction shal] save to the extent and as ‘may
otherwise be ordered by the Honourable ('Jhlef' Judge app]y to all criminal
cases, particularly those relating to Tenonsm K;dnappmg, Trafficking in
persons, Rape, Corruption and Money Laundermg cases.

(2) The Rules made under this Practice Direction shall apply mutatis
mutandis to all crimina| cases, which fall: under the category of offences
listed in Rule (2) (1) of this Rule as well as all interlocutory applications in

. respect of the listéd offences.

Applicability
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- : 7.—(1) The hearing of cases shall be as far as the schedule of the Hearing.
Court may permit, priority given to all cases prosecuted by the EFCC, ICPC,

SSS or cases initiated under any law dealing with terrorisin, kidnapping, rape,
corruption, trafficking in persons and money laundering cases.

(2) The Courts shall continue to accord priority to the cases listed under

Rule 7 (1) of this Rule until judgement is delivered.
se (3) All witnesses shall be present in Court pntil their evidence is heard.
(4) The court and the parties shall ﬁrevent unnecessary delays and

accordingly, not more than two ad_]ournments shall be granted to any pal‘ty o
an action covered by the nrov:smns of these Practins B # :

T -- PROVILED TNAT no af
J1CArIon 10r L'.'\‘L_i\.‘lll'n].'lt,ﬂ'ﬁ shall be enterigined on 4 . . .
day fixed for hL ring.

S . . . 5) Where a party ¢
eks to change his Counsel during the lifespan of a patt
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S At mnre than 1
case, nol more than two

ournments shall be granted to him to so do.

diznt, and in furtherance of the objectives of these

: . - ‘ Pre s the (
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) h N " A sucl ch tit
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: : L (7) Counsel shall ¢
sure that they are present in Courl and ready to ‘ . i
i ; - ywoceed with their case
adl Nes.
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ny other unavoidable incidence, such Counsel shall i R e
. ) ensure that a Counsel of
cquisite professional experience and knowledge of _ )
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| ensure that Counsel conduct the business of the  Precesding
o ( th proper profess
onal decorum and stringently avoid any act whicl is ¢ - AI' .
. ) ) G abuse to the ju
em or is aimed at truncat 1n=r the course of . .
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‘ ‘ (2) The Couwrt shall
onduct its proceedings regularly and punctually and -

alrscourage adjourinments

nade on trivial grounds by counsel

(3) Where a couns

vish to make a petition against a 'ud ve, he shall

ge, in writing, of the u”\.:dlll’ﬂ.' ainst the Jud

(4) In investi
petition made against a Judge, the Judge shall worl

o ensure Lhat

S (0 not create a nL.Ju.,fH slay of P roceedings.







