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D I P L O M A T I C  I M M U N I T I E S  A N D  P R I V I L E G E S  A C T  C A P . D 9 , 
L A W S  O F  T H E  F E D E R A T I O N  O F  N I G E R I A ,  2004

D I P L O M A T I C  I M M U N I T I E S  A N D  P R I V I L E G E S  ( R E G I O N A L  
E P I S C O P A L  C O N F E R E N C E  O F  W E S T  A F R I C A )  O R D E R ,  2 0 1 6

A rrakgement of Order

O rder  :  \ ■
1 .  T h e  R e g i o n a l  E p i s c o p a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  W e s t  A f r i c a .

2 .  L e g a l  C a p a c i t y  o f  R E C O W A .
3 .  I m m u n i t y  a g a i n s t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  R E C O W A .
4 .  E x e m p t i o n  f r o m  c e r t a i n  T a x e s ,  R a t e s  a n d  C u s t o m  D u t i e s .
5 .  I m m u n i t i e s  a n d  P r i v i l e g e s  o f  m e m b e r s ,  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s  o f  

R E C O W A .
6 .  E x p e r t s  o n  M i s s i o n .
7 .  M i s c e l l a n e o u s .
8 .  C i t a t i o n .



S. I. No. 1 of 20 16

D I P L O M A T I C  I M M U N I T I E S  A N D  P R I V I L E G E S  A C T  C A P .  D 9 , 
L A W S  O F  T H E  F E D E R A T I O N  O F  N I G E R I A ,  2004

D IP L O M A T IC  IM M U N IT IE S  A N D  P R I V I L E G E S  ( R E G I O N A L  
E P IS C O P A L  C O N F E R E N C E  O F  W E S T  A F R I C A )  O R D E R , 2 0 1 6

[ 2 1 s t  o f  J a n u a r y ,  20 16 ]

In exercise of the powers conferred on me by Section 11 of the Diplomatic 
immunities and Privileges Act, Cap D9, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004 
and all other powers enabling me in that behalf, I, M r G eoffrey  O n y e a .ma, 
Honourable Minister of Foreign Affairs, hereby make the following Order—

1 .  The Regional E p isco p a l Conference o f West A fr ic a  (here inafter 
referred to as R E C O W A ) , is an organisation o f  w h ich  N ig e r ia  andxother 

foreign sovereign powers are members.

2 . R E C O W A  shall have—

( a )  the legal cap acity  as a corporate body, w ith ca p a city  to contract, 
acq uire, dispose o f  m oveable and im m ovable property and to institute 

legal p ro ce ed in g s; and
i

( b ) im m unity from  suits and legal processes, except in a case w here 
it has expressly w aived its im m unity, w hich sh a ll not be extended to 
execution o f any judgm ent o f the court against R E C O W A  and its assets.

3 . — ( I )  A ll  properties, arch ives and assets o f  R E C O W A  sh a ll be 

exempted from search, seizure, requisition and co n fisca tio n .

(2) N o tw ith stan d in g  the p ro v is io n  o f su b -p a ra g ra p h  ( 1 )  o f  th is  
Paragraph, all properties, a rch ive s, and assets o f  R E C O W A  sh a ll for the 
purpose o f  public safety and p ub lic order be subject to the law s o f  N ig e r ia .

4 . — ( 1 )  R E C O W A 's  assets, incom e, operatio ns and tra n sa ctio n s  

authorised by its statutes, sh a ll be exempted from  tax, levy, custom  duty, 

and lia b ility  for the co lle ctio n  or payment o f any duties.

(2) A l l  goods imported or exported by R E C O W A  fo r the purposes o f  
carrying  out its functions or perform ance o f its a c t iv it ie s  in th is order sh a ll 
be exempted from duties and other charges, except paym ent for se rv ice s  

rendered, serv ic in g  o f  its program m es and reasonable q u a n tity  o f  d rin k s  
and tobacco for members.

(3) R E C O W A  shall not pay tax and custom duty on telecom m unications 
equipm ent, transm ission equipm ent and o ffic ia l correspondence such as
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p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  d o c u m e n t s ,  s t i l l  a n d  m o v i n g  p i c t u r e s ,  f i l m s  a n d  s o u n d  
r e c o r d e r s ,  w h i c h  a r e  d i r e c t l y  i m p o r t e d  b y  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  i n t o  N i g e r i a  f o r  
t h e  e x c l u s i v e  u s e  o f  R E C O W A  i n  N i g e r i a  a n d  s u c h  e x e m p t i o n  s h a l l  b e  
s u b j e c t e d  t o  h a v i n g  c o m p l i e d  w i t h  t h e  l a w s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  N i g e r i a .

5 ,  — ( 1 )  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  m e m b e r s  s t a t e ,  d e l e g a t e s ,  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  
e m p l o y e e  o f  R E C O W A  s h a l l  e n j o y —

(a)  i m m u n i t y  f r o m  s u i t  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  w o r d s  s p o k e n  o r  w r i t t e n  a n d  a n y  
a c t s  d o n e  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  ;

( b )  e x e m p t i o n  f r o m  i n c o m e  t a x  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  s a l a r i e s  a n d  e m o l u m e n t s  
r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e m  a s  o f f i c e r s  o r  e m p l o y e e s  o f  R E C O W A  ;

( c )  e x e m p t i o n  f r o m  i m m i g r a t i o n  r e s t r i c t i o n  a n d  a l i e n  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
r e q u i r e m e n t s ;

(cl) e x e m p t i o n  f r o m  i m p o r t  d u t y  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  p e r s o n a l  e f f e c t s  i m p o r t e d  
o n  f i r s t  a r r i v a l ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  d u t y  f r e e  p u r c h a s e  o f  a  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  ;  a n d

( e )  e x e m p t i o n  f r o m  p a y m e n t  o f  c u s t o m  d u t y  f o r  a  l i m i t e d  q u a n t i t y  o f  
a s s o r t e d  d r i n k s  a n d  t o b a c c o  b o u g h t  f o r  p e r s o n a l  c o n s u m p t i o n .

( 2 )  W h e r e  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  s u c h  m e m b e r  s t a t e  o r  d e l e g a t e  o r  
o f f i c i a l  o r  e m p l o y e e  o f  R E C O W A  i s  a  c i t i z e n  o f  N i g e r i a ,  h e  s h a l l  n o t  e n j o y  
a n y  w a i v e r  o r  i m m u n i t y  u n d e r  s u b - p a r a g r a p h s  ( d )  a n d  ( e )  o f  P a r a g r a p h  5 ,  
e x c e p t  d o m e s t i c  s e r v a n t s .

( 3 )  W h e r e  a n y  p r i v i l e g e  o r  i m m u n i t y  i s  w a i v e d  b y  R E C O W A  f o r —
(a)  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l  ;
( b )  o t h e r  M e m b e r s  ;  a n d
( c )  n o n - N i g e r i a n  s e n i o r  s t a f f  o f  R E C O W A  ;

s u c h  p e r s o n  s h a l l  b e  a c c o r d e d  r e s p e c t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  s p o u s e ,  c h i l d r e n  
u n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f  2 1  a n d  i m m u n i t y  f r o m  s u i t  a n d  l e g a l  p r o c e s s e s .

6 .  W h e r e  i m m u n i t y  o r  p r i v i l e g e  i s  w a i v e d  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o r  a n y o n e  
a c t i n g  o n  h i s  b e h a l f  t o  a n y  e x p e r t  e m p l o y e d  o n  a  m i s s i o n  o r  o n  b e h a l f  o f  
R E C O W A ,  s u c h  e x p e r t  s h a l l  e n j o y  p r i v i l e g e s  a c c o r d e d  t o  a n y  e n v o y  o f  a  
f o r e i g n  p o w e r  a c c r e d i t e d  t o  N i g e r i a —

(a)  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  w o r d s  s p o k e n ,  w r i t t e n  a n d  o t h e r  a c t s  d o n e  b y  h i m  i n  
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  ;

( b )  w h i l e  i n  N i g e r i a  f o r  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  h i s  d u t i e s ,  i m m u n i t y  f r o m  
a r r e s t  o r  d e t e n t i o n  a n d  f r o m  s e i z u r e  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  b a g g a g e  ;

( c )  w h i l e  i n  N i g e r i a  f o r  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  i t s  d u t i e s ,  s h a l l  h a v e  a c c e s s  
t o  a l l  d o c u m e n t s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  w o r k  i n  w h i c h  h e  i s  e n g a g e d  t o  d o  f o r  
R E C O W A  ;  a n d
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(</) where such expert is a N ig e ria n , he shall not en jo y any o f  the 
im m unities under this Paragraph.

I . . . ■
7 . — (1)  The name o f any person to whom the provisions o f  Paragraphs 

j 5 and 6 o f this Order relates, sh all be set forth in a list to be co m p ile d  and 
j- published from time to tim e by the M in ister under Section I I  su b -se ctio n  
; (2) o f the A ct, and such list shall indicate for the purposes o f th is order, the

dale he first held the o ffice  or em ploym ent in question and the date he 
! ceased to hold that o ffice  or em ploym ent.
I

(2) E v e ry  reference to R E C O W A  in this Order includ es reference to 
j the A ct and any su b sid iary  instrum ents made pursuant to.
i

(3) Fo r the purposes o f this order “the A ct” refers to D ip lo m a tic  
I Im m unities and P riv ile g e s A ct (C a p  D9, L F N ), 2004.

v

8. T h is  O rder m ay be c ited  as the D ip lo m a tic  Im m u n it ie s  and 
P riv ile g e s (R egional E p isco p a l Conference o f West A fr ic a )-O rd e r, 2 0 1 6.

j

M ade at Abuja this 21 s t  day o f January, 2016.

I

G eoffrey O nyeam a
H o n o u r a b le  M in is te r  F o r e ig n  A f f a i r s■J

I
-

E xplanatory  N ote
I

(T h is  n o te  d o e s  n o t  f o r m  p a r t  o f  th e  a b o v e  O r d e r  

b u t  is  in t e n d e d  to  e x p la in  i ts  p u r p o r t )

T h is  Order grants im m unities and privileges to the Regional E p isco p a l 
I Conference o f West A frica, pursuant to Section 1 1 o f the Diplom atic im m unities 

and P rivileges Act, C ap  D 9, Law s o f  the Federation o f N ig e ria , 2004.
*
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