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NATIONAL INSTITUTE rOR CANCER RESEARCH AND
TREATMENT (ESTABLISHMENT) ACT, 2017

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
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Establishment and membership of the Board.

Tenure of office of members.

Powers of the Board.

Director of the Institute.

Appointment of Secretary and other staff.

Pensionable service.

Financial provisions.

Account and audit.

Annunal estimates.

Annual report.

Power to give directives.

Regulations.
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Citation.
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NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR CANCER RESEARCH AND
TREATMENT (ESTABLISHMENT) ACT, 2017

ACT No. 22

AN ACT TO EsTABLISH THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR CANCER RESEARCH AND TREATMENT
Of CANCER PATIENTS IN NIGERIA ; AND FOR RELATED MATTERS.

[20th Day of December, 2017)
EnacCTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of Nigeria :

1..—(1) There is established the National Institute for Cancer Research

and Trcatment (in this Act referred 1o as “the Institute™).

(2} The Institute—

(a) shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession and a common
seal ; and

(h) may sue and be sued in its corporate name.
(3) The Institute shall—

(a) provide national leadership in cancer research, control and treatment ;

{d) guide scientific improvements to cancer prevention, treatment
and care ;

(c) coordinate and liaise between the wide range of groups and health
care providers with an interest in cancer :

(d) make recommendations to the Government about cancer policy
and priorities :
(¢) oversee a dedicated budget for research into cancer ;

(f ) assist with the implementation of Government policies and
programmes in cancer control ; and

(g) provide financial assistance, out of money appropriated by the National
Assembly, for research and treatment and for the implementation of policies
and programmes mentioned in paragraph (/) of this subsection.

(4) The Institute may carry out such other activities as are necessary or

expedient for the full performance of any of the functions of the Institute
under this Act.

2.—{(1) There is established the National Institute for Cancer Research

and Treatment Board (in this Act referred to as ~the Board™).

(2) The Board shall consist of—
{«) a chairman o be appointed by the President ;
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() » representative of the Ministry responsible for health matters ;
{c) & representative each of—

{#) Pharmaceutical Council of Nigeria,
(i) Medical and Dental Council of Nigeria, and
(#ii) Nursing and Midwifery Council of Nigeria ;
() eight persons with relevant qualifications and experience each to
represent—-
(i) Radiologists,
(i)Y Medical Laboratory Scientists,
(#if) Physiotherapists,
(#v) Nigerian Cancer Society,
(v) Civil Society Organisations,
(vi) a cancer survivor living free of cancer for a minimum of 5 years,
(vir) Nauona} Complementary and Altermative Medical Association, and

(viii} National Association of Nigeria Traditional Medicine
Practit:oners ; and

(e) the Director of the Institute.

Tenure of 3.—{(1) Subject to the provision of this section, a member of the Board
officc of shall hold office for a term of four years and may be eligible for re-appointment
members,

for a further ierm of four years and no more.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this section,
the President may a1 any time remove a member from the Board. If he is

satisfied that it is not in the interest of the Institute or public that a member
continues in office.

(3) A member may. in writing under his hand addressed to the Minister,
resign at any time,

(4) The office of a member of the Board is vacant if—

{a) the term of his appointment has expired ;

() he absents himself without leave of the Board from three consecutive
meetings of the Board and without reasonable excuse for so doing ;

(c) he is guilty of misconduct in his office as a member and a resolution
of the Board approves the termination of his membership : or

{a be dies. resigns or is removed from office,
{5) Soon after the office of a member of the Board becomes vacant, the

authority by whom he was appointed shatl appoint another person in his place
in accordance with the provisions of this Act.
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(6) Members of the Board, other than ex-officio members, shall be paid,
out of the money, at the disposal of the Board, such remunerations and
allowances as the Minister may, with the approval of the President, determine.

(7) The provistons contained in the Schedule to this Act shall have effect
with respect to the proceedings of the Board and other matters contained in
the Schedule.

4. The Board shall have power to—

{«) erect. proviade. ~auip and mamtain research centres, training schools
with siaie of the art facilities as arc necessarily suitable for the, or required
for any of the objects of the !nstitute ;

{}) «ncourage and provide for research at the Institute ;

(c} accept gifis, legacies and donations which are consistent with the
objects of this Instituwe ;

(df) enter into contract :
(¢) acquirc and liold movable and immovable property ;
(/) with the approval of the Minister—

(1) and subject 1o the Land Use Act, sell. mortgage, transter or
otherwise deal with movable or immovable praperty,

{#1) borrow, at interest on the security of land or movable property of
the Board. such money as the Board may require for the purpose of this
Act, and

(#ii}y invest the funds of the Board as it deems fit ; and
(g)do anything which, in its opinion, may advance the objects for which
the Institute was established.

5.—(1} The President shall. en the recommendations of the Minister,
appoint a Director of the Institute.

(2} A person shall not be qualified to be appointed as a Director unless
the persos is an oncologist with 10 years research experience and preferably
a Professor with administrative experience.

(3) The Board shall not exercise any disciplinary control over the Director
without the approval of the Minister.
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(4) S-hject to the provision of this Act and the control of the Board aver
the matters affecting finance of the Institute, the Director shall be the Chief
Executive uf the Institute and shall be charged with the general responsibility
for the management and administration of the aftairs of the Institute and, in
particular——

(¢) direct and regulate the programme of work at the Institute ;
(%) promote research within and outside the Institute ;
(c) keep safe custody of all records of the Institute ;

(<) demand and receive. from any person attending training or courses
at the Institute. fees as the Board may determine ;

(e) prepare and present to the Board annual and other reports on the

progress of work at the institute and on the expenditure or liabilities of the
Institute :

(/') be responsible for the day-to-day running and management of the
Institute ;

(g) exercise such powers and discharge such duties as may be determined
by the President ;

(#) create a central online data base for statistical analysis to create
access by both public and private individuals with a view to attracting donor
agencies ;

(7) estab:l:sh a department of telemedicine for collaboration with peers
both within and outside the country : and

(/) be responsible for establishing a cancer preventive protocol according
to age and lamily history of every Nigeran with a view to carrying out a
public aw:reness campaigns for screening right from the primary health
centre to ihe secondary and tertiary hospitals with the ultimate referral
centre for cverything cancer being the Institute aimed at eradicating medical
tourism by the theme “operation know your hicalth centre and referral point™,

6.—{1) There shall be for the Institute an administrative secretary who

shall be appointed by the Board to discharge such duties as may be assigned
to himn by the Board.

(2) The Board may appoint such ather staff for the Lnstitute as it may
determine and pay to its staff such remunerations and allowances payable to
persons on equivalent grade in the Civil Service of the Federation.
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7.—(1) Service in the Institute shall be approved service for the purposes
of the Pension Reform Act.

(2) Officers and staff of the Institute are entitled to pensions, gratuities
and other retirement benefits as prescribed in the Pension Reform Act, and
nothing in this Act shall prevent the appointment of a person to any office on
terms which preclude the grant of a pension or other retirement benefit in
respect of that office.

8.—(1) The Board shall establish and maintain a fund from which shall
be defrayed, with the general or specified approval of the Minister in any
case, all expenditure incurred by the Board.

{2) There shall be paid and credited to the Fund established under
subsection {1 )—

(«) such sums as may be provided by the Federal Government or a State
Government ;

() all money raised for the general purposes of the Institute ;

(¢) all money accruing to the Board on behalf of the Iastitute by any
means, including grants-in-aid, endowments and donations ; and

(d) alt charges, dues and fees for services rendered by the Fund.

{3) The Board shall establish Public Private Partnership (PPP) wherever
possible for providing clinical services using PPP model to defray costs and
maximise efficiency.

9.—{1) The Board shall keep proper accounts in respect of each year
and proper records in relation to those accounts and shall cause to be prepared
in each year—

(«) a statement show ing the income and expenditure of the [nstitute for
immediately preceding year ; and

(5) a statement of the assets and liabilities of the Institute as at the last
day of the immediately preceding year.

(2) The Board shall cause every statement prepared under this section
to be audited within six months after the end of the year to which the statement
relates by auditors appointed from the list, and in sccordance with the guidelines,
supplied by the Auditor-General for the Federation.

19. The Board shall—

() cause to be prepared, not later than 15t June in each year, an estimate
of the expenditure necessary to carry out the programme approved by the
Board during the immediatelv preceding year : and

Pensionable
sen foe.

Act No, 4.
2014,

Act No, 4,
2014.

Financial
provisions,

Account and
audil.

Annusl
estimates.




-

A 220

2018 No. 22 National Instinute for Cancer Research and Treatment
{(Establishment) Act, 2017

Annual
report.

Power to
give
directives,

Regulations.

Interpretation.

Citation.

(&) not later than 3 1st October in each year, submit to the Minister
the estimate of expenditure and that of its income during the next
succeeding year.

11. The Board shali prepare and submit to the Minister, once every year,
a report. in such form as the Minister may direct. on the activities of the Board
during the immediately preceding year, and shall include in the report a copy
of the audited accounts of the Center for that year and the auditor’s report,

12. The Minister may give directives of a general nature with regard to
the carrying out the objects of the Institute under this Act 2nd the Institute
shall comply with such directive.

13. The Board may, with the approval of the Minister, make regulations
generally for bringing into effect the provisions of this Act and due
administration of the Institute.

14. In this Act—

“Board”™ means the National Institute for Cancer Research and
Treatment Board established under section 3 (1) of this Act ;
“eancer T —

(a) means the uncontrolled growth of the cells in the human body and
the ability of these cells to migrate from the original site and spread to
distant sites : and

{b) includes skin cancer. lung cancer, colon cancer, breast cancer (in
women), and prostate cancer (in men), cancer of the kidneys, ovaries,
uterus, pancreas, bladder, rectum, and blood and lymph node cancer
(leukemias and |lytwphomas) ;

“Director”™ means the Director of the Institute appointed under section
5 (1) of this Act ;

“Institute”” means the National Institute for Cancer Research and
Treatment established under section | (1) of this Act ;

“Minister” means the Minister charged with the responsibility for matters
relating to health ;

“power” includes duties and functions.

15. This Act may be cited as the National Institute for Cancer Research
and Treatment {Establishment) Act, 2017, -
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Proceedings of the Board, etc.

1. Subject to this Act and section 27 of the Interpretation Act, the Board
may make standing orders 10 regulate its proceedings or that of any committee.

2.—(1) The Board shall meet. at least two times in every year, for the
performance of its functions under this Act and at such times and places as
the Chairman may appoint.

(2) The Chairman shall, if required to do so by notice in writing by at
least five other members, calt a special meeting of the Board to be held within
28 days from the date on which the notice is given.

(3) Any notice given under subparagraph (2) shall state the matters to
be discussed at the special meeting and any matter not so stated shall not be
discussed at the meeting.

(4) At every meeting of the Board, the Chairman shall preside and, in
kis absence, the members present shall appoint one of them to preside at that
meeting.

3. The quorum of the Board shall be four and the quorum of any committee
of the Board shall be determined by the Board.

4. Minutes of every meeting of the Board shall be regularly entered in a
book to be kept for the purpose and shall, after approval by members, be
signed by the Chairman at the next meeting.

5. The Board may act notwithstanding—

{a) any vacancy in its membership ; or

(b) any defect in the appointment of a member ; or

{c) that a person not entitled to do so took part in the proceedings.
6.—(1) The seal of the Board shall not be used or affixed to any document

except in pursuance of a resolution duly passed at a properly constituted
meeting of the Board,

{2) The fixing of the seal of the Board shall be authenticated by the
signature of the Chairman, the Director or any other member authorised
generally or specifically to act for that purpose by the Board.

(3) Any contract or instrument, which if made or executed by a person
not being a body corporate would be required to be under seal, may be made
or executed on behalf of the Board by any person generally or specially
authorised to act for that purpese by the Board.
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(4) Any document purporting to be document duly executed under the
seal of the Board shall be received in evidence and shall, unless the contrary
is proved, be presumed to be so executed.

7. Members of the Board who are not public officers shall be paid, out
of the money at the disposal of the Board. such traveling and other allowances
in accordance with such scales as may be approved by the Minister.

8. Any member of the Board or a committee who has a personal interest
in any contract or arrangement entered into or proposed to be considered by
the Board or committee shall disclose his interest to the Board or committee

and shall not vote on any question relating to such contract or arrangement.

[ certify, in accordance with Section 2 (1} of the Acts Authentication Act,
Cap. A2, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 2004, that this is a true copy of
the Bill passed by both Houses of the National Assembly.

MOHAMMED ATARA SANI-OMOLORE
Clerk to the National Assembly
lath Day of November, 2017

ExXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Act establishes the National Institute for Cancer Research and
Treatment of Cancer patients in Nigeria.




SCHEDULE TO THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR CANC<ZR RESEARCH AND TREATMENT

(ESTABLISHMENT) BILL, 017

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5}

Short Title Long Title of the Summary of the Date Pussed hy Date Pussed by

of the Bill Bill Contents of the Bill the Senate the House of
Representutives

National An Act to establish the National | This Bill establishes the National 16th May, 2016. 14th June, 2017,

Institute for Institute for Cancer Research and [ Institute for Cancer Research and

Cancer Treatment of Cancer patients in | Treatment of Cancer patients in

Research and | Nigeria : and for related matters. Nigeria.

Treatment

(Establishment)

Bill, 2017,

1 certify that this Bill has been carefully compared by me with the decision rcached by the National Assembly and found by me to be
true and correct decision of the Houses and is in accordance with the provisions of the Acts Authentication Act Cap. A2, Laws of

the Federation of Nigeria, 2004.

I AssENT

LS

Monammin Arasa SANI-OMOLOR)
Clerk to the Nationual Assembly
141h Duy of November. 2017,

Muniammany Bunari, Goie
President of the Federal Republic of Nigeriu
20th Duy of December, 2017.
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