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DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND LABOUR

NO. R. 280 29 March 2021

Government notices • GoewermentskennisGewinGs

GOVERNMENT NOTICE 

No. R. ............ ............ 2021 

DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND LABOUR 

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY ACT, 1993 

REGULATIONS FOR HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL AGENTS, 2021 

The Minister of Employment and Labour has, under section 43 of the Occupational 

Health and Safety Act, 1993 (Act No. 85 of 1993), after consultation with the 

Advisory Council for Occupational Health and Safety, made the regulations in the 

Schedule. 
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Definitions 

1. In these regulations any word or expression to which a meaning has been 

assigned in the Act shall have the meaning so assigned and, unless the context 

otherwise indicates— 

"air monitoring" means the monitoring of the concentrations of airborne hazardous 

chemical agents; 

"Asbestos Abatement Regulations" means the Asbestos Abatement Regulations, 

2020, published as Government Notice No. R.11196 of 10 November 2020 under 

section 43(1) of the Act; 

"assessment" means a programme to determine any risk from exposure to an HCA 

associated with the workplace in order to identify the steps needed to be taken to 

remove, reduce or control such HCA; 

"BEI" or "biological exposure index" is a value for assessing biological monitoring 

results, intended as a reference guideline for the likelihood of adverse health effects, 

and generally represents the level of determinants that are most likely to be 

observed in specimens collected from healthy employees who have been exposed to 

HCAs with inhalation exposure at the occupational exposure limit, as listed in Table 

4 of Annexure 2 hereby, as revised from time to time and published in the Gazette; 

"carcinogen" or "CARC" means any chemical agent or mixture which induces 

cancer or increases its incidence, classified by the GHS as— 

(a) Category 1: known or presumed human carcinogens; or 

(b) Category 2: suspected human carcinogens; 

"CAS number" or "chemical identity" means the number or name, respectively, 

that uniquely identifies a chemical, given in accordance with the nomenclature 

systems of the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry or the Chemical 

Abstracts Service, or a technical name; 

"chemical agent" means a GHS-aligned chemical agent or mixture; 
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"chief director: provincial operations" means the provincial director as defined in 

regulation 1 of the General Administrative Regulations; 

"consumer product" means a product containing an HCA, which— 

(a) is packed or repacked primarily for use by a household consumer 

or for use in an office; 

(b) if the product is packed or repacked primarily for use by a 

household consumer, is packed in the way and quantity in which 

it is intended to be used by a household consumer; and 

(c) if the product is packed or repacked primarily for use in an office, 

is packed in the way and quantity in which it is intended to be 

used for office work; 

"container", in relation to an HCA, means anything in or by which an HCA is, or has 

been, wholly or partly covered, enclosed or packed, including anything necessary for 

the container to perform its function as a container; 

"cut-off value" or "GHS cut-off value" or "GHS concentration limit" means the 

minimum concentration of an HCA, expressed as a percentage, to trigger the 

classification of a mixture containing the HCA; 

"exposed" means exposed to an HCA whilst at the workplace and "exposure" has 

a corresponding meaning; 

"Facilities Regulations" means the Facilities Regulations, 2004, published as 

Government Notice No. R. 924 of 3 August 2004; 

"General Administrative Regulations" means the General Administrative 

Regulations, 2003, published as Government Notice No. R. 929 of 25 June 2003; 

"GHS hazard classification" means the GHS hazard classes and hazard 

categories assigned to HCAs; 

"hazard category" means a division of criteria within a hazard class in the GHS, 

where these hazard categories compare hazard severity within a hazard class and 

should not be taken as a comparison of hazard categories more generally; 
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"hazard class" means the nature of a physical, health or environmental hazard 

under the GHS; 

"hazard pictogram" means a graphical composition, including a symbol plus other 

graphical elements such as a border, background pattern or colour that is intended 

to convey specific information, that is assigned in the GHS to a hazard class or 

hazard category; 

"hazard statement" means a statement assigned in the GHS to a hazard class or 

hazard category describing the nature of the hazards of an HCA including, if 

appropriate, the degree of hazard; 

"hazardous chemical agent" or "HCA" means a GHS-aligned chemical agent as 

provided for in Annexure 1; 

"HSG 173" means the Guidance Note HSG 173 of the Health and Safety Executive 

(HSE) of the United Kingdom: Monitoring Strategies for Toxic Substances, 2006, 

ISBN 978 0 7176 6188 6, as revised from time to time and published in the Gazette; 

"importer" means an employer or self-employed person who, by any means, 

imports an HCA into the Republic that is to be used, or could reasonably be 

expected to be used, at a workplace; 

"Lead Regulations" means the Lead Regulations, 2001, published as Government 

Notice  No. R. 236 of 28 February 2002; 

"manufacturer" means an employer or self-employed person who manufactures an 

HCA that is to be used, or could reasonably be expected to be used, at a workplace; 

"measurement programme" means a programme according to the monitoring 

strategy as contemplated in HSG 173; 

"Minister" means the Minister of Employment and Labour;  

"monitoring" means the planning, carrying out, and recording of the results of a 

measurement programme; 
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"OEL" or "occupational exposure limit" means a limit value set by the Minister, 

which represents the airborne concentration of an HCA, where the exposure 

standard may be— 

(a) an eight-hour time-weighted average; 

(b) a ceiling limit; or 

(c) a short-term exposure limit;  

"OEL ceiling limit" or "ceiling limit" or "C" means a maximum or peak airborne 

concentration of an HCA determined over the shortest analytically practicable period 

of time, which does not exceed 15 minutes; 

"OEL eight-hour time-weighted average" or "TWA" means the maximum average 

airborne concentration of an HCA when calculated over an eight-hour working day, 

for a five-day working week; 

"OEL-ML" or "occupational exposure limit - maximum limit" means an HCA as 

listed in Table 2 of Annexure 2; 

"OEL-RL" or "occupational exposure limit - restricted limit" means an HCA as 

listed in Table 3 of Annexure 2; 

"OEL-short-term exposure limit" or "STEL" means the time-weighted average 

maximum airborne concentration of an HCA calculated over a 15-minute period; 

"OESSM" means the Occupational Exposure Sampling Strategy Manual, published 

by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), Publication 

No. 77-173 of 1977, United States of America: Department of Health, Education and 

Welfare; 

"permanent respirator zone" means an area where the concentration of an 

airborne HCA during normal operations exceeds the OEL-RL for that HCA; 

"precautionary statement" means a phrase prescribed by the GHS that describes 

recommended measures that should be taken to minimise or prevent— 

(a) the adverse effects resulting from exposure to an HCA; or 
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(b) the improper storage or handling of an HCA; 

"prohibited agent" means an HCA prohibited by the Minister and listed in Table 1 

of Annexure 2, where the agents prohibited may be revised from time to time by 

notice in the Gazette; 

"respiratory protective equipment" means a device that is worn over at least the 

mouth and nose to prevent the inhalation of an airborne HCA and that is of a type, or 

conforms to a standard, approved by the Minister; 

"respirator zone" means an area where the concentration of an airborne HCA 

exceeds the recommended limit for that agent; 

"retailer" means an employer or self-employed person who supplies consumer 

products containing an HCA to members of the public who are not primarily engaged 

in the further supply of those products; 

"safety data sheet" or "SDS" means a document that is aligned to the GHS, 

providing information on hazard classification, properties of hazardous chemicals, 

procedures for handling or working with hazardous chemicals in a safe manner, and 

the effects of hazardous chemicals on health and safety at the workplace, and that is 

prepared in accordance with regulation 14A; 

"sensitiser" means an HCA that causes a substantial proportion of exposed people 

to develop an allergic reaction in normal tissue after repeated exposure, and 

includes dermal sensitisers and respiratory sensitisers; 

"signal word" means the word "danger" or "warning" used on a GHS-aligned label 

to indicate to the reader a potential hazard, as well as the relative severity level of 

such hazard; 

"skin", the notation, means that the HCA might be absorbed in toxicologically 

significant amounts through direct contact with skin or mucous membranes and eyes 

from airborne exposure to gases, vapours or liquids, so that conclusions about 

exposure and health effects based solely on airborne concentration limits may be 

incomplete; 
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"supplier" means an employer or self-employed person who conducts a business or 

undertaking of supplying an HCA, also to a retailer; 

"the Act" means the Occupational Health and Safety Act, 1993 (Act No. 85 of 

1993); 

"UN Globally Harmonized System" or "GHS" means the Globally Harmonized 

System of classification and labelling of chemicals, a guidance document developed 

by the United Nations for standardising and harmonising the classification and 

labelling of chemicals globally, as may be updated from time to time, commonly 

known as the UN Purple Book; 

"UN IMO International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code" means the 

International Maritime Organization's (IMO's) International Maritime Dangerous 

Goods (IMDG) Code, which was developed as an international code by the IMO, an 

agency of the United Nations, for the maritime transport of dangerous goods in 

packaged and bulk form, with particular reference to the segregation of incompatible 

substances, as may be updated from time to time; 

"UN number" means the four-digit identification number assigned to an HCA in the 

UN Transport of Dangerous Goods: Model Regulations, as may be updated from 

time to time; 

"UN proper shipping name" means the proper shipping name of an HCA as 

specified in the UN Transport of Dangerous Goods: Model Regulations, most 

accurately describing the goods, as may be updated from time to time; 

"UN Transport of Dangerous Goods" means the UN Recommendations on the 

Transport of Dangerous Goods: Model Regulations, Volumes 1 and 2, which are 

guidance documents developed by the United Nations to harmonise dangerous 

goods transport regulations, as may be updated from time to time, commonly known 

as the UN Orange Book. 
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Scope of application 

2. (1) Subject to the provisions of subregulation (2), these regulations apply 

to— 

(a) an employer or a self-employed person who carries out work at a 

workplace which may expose any person to an HCA at the 

workplace; and 

(b) a manufacturer, importer, supplier or retailer of an HCA that is 

intended for use at a workplace. 

(2) The provisions of regulations 3(1), 6 and 7 do not apply to— 

(a) a self-employed person; or 

(b) a person who visits a workplace referred to in subregulation (1). 

(3) The provisions of these regulations do not apply in the case where the 

Lead Regulations or Asbestos Abatement Regulations apply. 

 

Information, instruction and training 

3. (1) Every employer who undertakes work which is liable to expose an 

employee to an HCA must, before any employee is exposed or may be exposed, 

after consultation with the health and safety committee established for that section of 

the workplace, provide that employee with suitable and sufficient information, 

instruction and training, as well as thereafter inform, instruct and train that employee 

at intervals as may be recommended by that health and safety committee. 

(2) The information, instruction and training contemplated in subregulation 

(1) must include— 

(a) in regard to these regulations for HCAs— 

(i) the chemical substance regulations that are in place that 

govern all aspects of HCA use at the workplace; 

(ii) the legislated OELs that are in place; and 
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(iii) the duties of persons who are likely to be exposed to an 

HCA, as contemplated in regulation 4; 

(b) details of the HCAs to which the employee is likely to be exposed 

at the workplace, including— 

(i) the names of the HCAs and where they may be found in the 

workplace; 

(ii) information on the potential harmfulness of the HCAs at the 

workplace; and 

(iii) significant findings of the HCA exposure assessment, as 

required by regulation 5(2); 

(c) information on how to access the relevant SDSs; 

(d) the information that each part of an SDS provides; 

(e) the information that each part of the label on containers provides 

and why the information is being provided; 

(f) the work practices and procedures that must be followed for the 

use, handling, storage, transportation, spillage and disposal of an 

HCA, in emergency situations, as well as for good housekeeping 

and personal hygiene; 

(g) the necessity of personal air sampling, biological monitoring and 

medical surveillance; 

(h) the need for engineering controls and how to use and maintain 

them; 

(i) the need for personal protective equipment, including respiratory 

protective equipment, and its use and maintenance; 

(j) the precautions that must be taken by an employee to protect 

themselves against health risks associated with exposure, 

including wearing and using protective clothing and  respiratory 

protective equipment; and 
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(k) the necessity, correct use, maintenance and potential of safety 

equipment, facilities and engineering control measures provided. 

(3) An employer must give written instructions of the procedures to be 

followed in the event of spillages, leakages or any similar emergency situations to 

the drivers of vehicles transporting an HCA. 

(4) As contemplated in section 37(2) of the Act, the employer and 

mandatary must agree in writing to the arrangements and procedures between them 

to ensure compliance by the mandatary with information, instruction and training 

requirements specified in regulation 3. 

 

Duties of persons who may be exposed to hazardous chemical agents 

4. Every person who is or may be exposed to an HCA must obey a lawful 

instruction given by or on behalf of the employer or self-employed person 

regarding— 

(a) HCA release prevention; 

(b) the wearing of personal protective equipment; 

(c) the wearing of monitoring equipment to measure personal 

exposure; 

(d) reporting for health evaluations and biological tests as required 

by these regulations; 

(e) the cleaning up and disposal of materials containing an HCA; 

(f) housekeeping at the workplace, personal hygiene and 

environmental and health practices; and 

(g) information, instruction and training as contemplated in 

regulation 3. 
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Assessment of exposure 

5. (1) An employer or self-employed person must, after consultation with the 

relevant health and safety representative or relevant health and safety committee, 

cause an assessment to be made immediately, and thereafter at intervals not 

exceeding two years, to determine if any employee may be exposed by any route of 

intake. 

(2) The employer must inform the relevant health and safety representative 

or relevant health and safety committee in writing of arrangements made for the 

assessment contemplated in subregulation (1), give them reasonable time to 

comment thereon, and ensure that the results of the assessment are made available 

to the relevant representative or committee who may comment thereon. 

(3) When making the assessment, the employer or self-employed person 

must keep a record of the assessment and take into account such matters as— 

(a) the HCA to which an employee may be exposed; 

(b) the effects the HCA may have on an employee; 

(c) where the HCA may be present, and the physical form in which it 

is likely to exist; 

(d) the route of intake by which, and the extent to which, an 

employee may be exposed; and 

(e) the nature of the work process, and any reasonable deterioration 

in, or failure of, control measures. 

(4) If the assessment made in accordance with subregulation (3) indicates 

that any employee may be exposed, the employer must ensure that monitoring is 

carried out in accordance with the provisions of regulations 6 and 7, and that the 

exposure is controlled as contemplated in regulation 10. 

(5) An employer or self-employed person must immediately review the 

assessment required by subregulation (1) if— 
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(a) there is reason to suspect that the previous assessment is no 

longer valid; or 

(b) there has been a change in a process involving an HCA or in the 

methods, equipment or procedures for the use, handling, control 

or processing of the HCA,  

and the provisions of subregulations (2) and (3) will apply. 

 

Air monitoring 

6. (1) Where the inhalation of an HCA is concerned, an employer 

contemplated in regulation 5(4) must ensure that the measurement programme of 

the airborne concentrations of the HCA to which an employee is exposed, is— 

(a) carried out in accordance with the provisions of these regulations; 

(b) carried out only after the relevant health and safety 

representative or relevant health and safety committee has been 

informed thereof and given a reasonable opportunity to comment 

thereon; 

(c) carried out by an approved inspection authority; and 

(d) representative of the exposure of an employee to the airborne 

HCA in accordance with the provisions of subregulation (2). 

(2) In order to comply with the provisions of subregulation (1)(d), an 

employer must— 

(a) ensure that the measurement programme, in the case of a group 

measurement, makes provision for the selection of the number of 

persons for a sample to be done as contemplated in Chapter 3 

and 4 and Technical Appendix A of the OESSM: Provided that 

such sample size must be chosen for the top 10% of the group at 

the 95% confidence level for an HCA with a control limit, and for 
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the top 10% of the group at the 90% confidence level for an HCA 

with a recommended limit; and 

(b) subject to the criteria contained in regulation 6(1), carry out 

representative measurements at least every 24 months for an 

HCA with an OEL-ML or an OEL-RL as listed in Table 2 or 3 of 

Annexure 2. 

 

Medical surveillance 

7. (1) An employer must ensure that an employee is under medical 

surveillance if— 

(a) the employee may be exposed to an HCA listed in Table 4 of 

Annexure 2; 

(b) the exposure of the employee to any chemical agent hazardous 

to his or her health is such that an identifiable disease or adverse 

effect to his or her health may be related to the exposure, there is 

a reasonable likelihood that the disease or effect may occur 

under the particular conditions of his or her work, and there are 

techniques to diagnose indications of the disease or the effect as 

far as is reasonably practicable; or 

(c) the occupational health practitioner recommends that the relevant 

employee should be under medical surveillance, in which case 

the employer may call on an occupational medicine practitioner to 

ratify the appropriateness of such recommendation. 

(2) In order to comply with the provisions of subregulation (1), the employer 

must, as far as is reasonably practicable, ensure— 

(a) that an initial health evaluation is carried out by an occupational 

health practitioner immediately before or within 14 days after a 

person commences employment, where any exposure exists or 

may exist, which comprises— 
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(i) an evaluation of the employee’s medical and occupational 

history; 

(ii) a physical examination; and 

(iii) any other essential examination which, in the opinion of the 

occupational health practitioner, is desirable in order to 

enable the practitioner to do a proper evaluation; 

(b) that, subsequent to the initial health evaluation contemplated in 

paragraph (a), the relevant employee undergoes examinations as 

contemplated in paragraph (a)(ii) and (iii), at intervals not 

exceeding two years or at intervals specified by an occupational 

medicine practitioner. 

(3) An employer may not permit an employee, who has been certified unfit 

for work by an occupational medicine practitioner, to work in a workplace or part of a 

workplace in which he or she would be exposed: Provided that the relevant 

employee may be permitted to return to work which will expose him or her, if he or 

she is certified fit for that work beforehand by an occupational medicine practitioner. 

(4) The employer must record and investigate the incident contemplated in 

subregulation (3) in compliance with regulation 8 of the General Administrative 

Regulations. 

 

Respirator zone 

8. An employer must ensure— 

(a) that any workplace or part thereof under his or her control, where 

the concentration of an HCA in the air is or may be such that the 

exposure of an employee working in that workplace exceeds the 

restricted limit without the wearing of respiratory protective 

equipment, is zoned as a respirator zone; 

(b) that a respirator zone is clearly demarcated and identified by a 

notice indicating that the relevant area is a respirator zone and 
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that personal protective equipment as contemplated in regulation 

11 must be worn there; and 

(c) that no person enters or remains in a permanent respirator zone 

unless he or she is wearing the required personal protective 

equipment. 

 

Records 

9. An employer must— 

(a) keep records of the results of all assessments, air monitoring, 

and medical surveillance reports required by regulations 5, 6 and 

7, respectively: Provided that personal medical records may be 

made available to only an occupational health practitioner; 

(b) subject to the provisions of paragraph (c), make the records 

contemplated in paragraph (a), excluding personal medical 

records, available for inspection by an inspector; 

(c) allow any person, subject to the personal written consent of an 

employee, to peruse the records with respect to that particular 

employee; 

(d) make the records of all assessments and air monitoring available 

for perusal by the relevant health and safety representative or 

relevant health and safety committee; 

(e) keep all records of assessments and air monitoring for a 

minimum period of 30 years; 

(f) if the employer ceases activities, hand over or forward all records 

by registered post to the relevant regional director; and 

(g) keep, for at least three years, a record of the investigations and 

tests carried out in terms of regulation 12(b) and of any repairs 

resulting from these investigations and tests. 
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Control of exposure to hazardous chemical agents 

10. (1) An employer must ensure that the exposure of an employee is either 

prevented or, where this is not reasonably practicable, adequately controlled: 

Provided that— 

(a) where there is exposure for which there is a restricted limit, the 

control of the exposure must be regarded as adequate if the level 

of exposure is below that limit or if the relevant area is zoned and 

the level of exposure is reduced to below that restricted limit by 

means of adequate personal protective equipment only after the 

level has been reduced to as low as is reasonably practicable by 

any other means than personal protective equipment; or 

(b) where there is exposure for which there is a maximum limit, the 

control of the exposure must be regarded as adequate if the 

exposure is at a level as low as is reasonably practicable below 

that maximum limit: Provided that in the case of temporary 

excursions above the control limit, the employer must ensure— 

(i) that the excursion is without a significant risk from exposure; 

(ii) that the excursion is not indicative of a failure to maintain 

adequate control; 

(iii) that during the excursion, the area is temporarily 

demarcated and prescribed and identified as contemplated 

in regulation 8(b); and 

(iv) that the provisions of regulation 11 are complied with. 

(2) Where reasonably practicable, the employer must control the exposure 

of an employee by— 

(a) limiting the amount of an HCA used, which may contaminate the 

working environment; 
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(b) limiting the number of employees who will be exposed or may be 

exposed; 

(c) limiting the period during which an employee will be exposed or 

may be exposed; 

(d) using a substitute for an HCA; 

(e) introducing engineering control measures for the control of 

exposure, which may include— 

(i) process separation, automation or enclosure; 

(ii) the installation of local extraction ventilation systems to 

processes, equipment and tools for the control of emissions 

of an airborne HCA; 

(iii) use of wet methods; and 

(iv) separate workplaces for different processes; and 

(f) introducing appropriate work procedures which an employee must follow 

where materials are used or processes are carried out which could give 

rise to exposure of an employee, and which procedures must include 

written instructions to ensure— 

(i) that an HCA is safely handled, used and disposed of; 

(ii) that process machinery, installations, equipment, tools and 

local extraction and general ventilation systems are safely 

used and maintained; 

(iii) that machinery and work areas are kept clean; and 

(iv) that early corrective action may be readily identified. 

(3) An employer must ensure that the emission of an HCA into the 

atmosphere comply with the provisions of the National Environmental Management: 

Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004). 
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Personal protective equipment and facilities 

11. (1) If it is not reasonably practicable to ensure that the exposure of an 

employee is adequately controlled as contemplated in regulation 10, the employer 

must— 

(a) in the case of an airborne HCA, provide the employee with 

suitable respiratory protective equipment and protective clothing; 

and 

(b) in the case of an HCA which can be absorbed through the skin, 

provide the employee with suitable non-HCA impermeable 

protective equipment. 

(2) Where respiratory protective equipment is provided, the employer must 

ensure— 

(a) that the relevant equipment is capable of controlling the exposure 

to below the OEL for the relevant HCA; 

(b) that the relevant equipment is correctly selected and properly 

used; 

(c) that information, instructions, training and supervision, which is 

necessary with regard to the use of the equipment, is known to 

the employee; and 

(d) that the equipment is kept in good condition and efficient working 

order. 

(3) An employer must, as far as is reasonably practicable— 

(a) not issue any used personal protective equipment to an 

employee, unless the relevant protection equipment is 

decontaminated and sterilised; 

(b) provide separate containers or storage facilities for personal 

protective equipment when not in use; and 
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(c) ensure that all personal protective equipment not in use is stored 

in only the place provided therefor. 

(4) An employer must, as far as is reasonably practicable, ensure that all 

contaminated personal protective equipment is cleaned and handled in accordance 

with the following procedures: 

(a) Where personal protective equipment is cleaned on the premises 

of an employer, care must be taken to prevent contamination 

during handling, transport and cleaning; 

(b) where personal protective equipment is sent off the premises to a 

contractor for cleaning purposes, the equipment must be packed 

in impermeable containers; 

(c) the impermeable containers must be tightly sealed and must 

have a clear indication thereon that the contents thereof are 

contaminated; and 

(d) the relevant contractor must be fully informed of the requirements 

of these regulations and of the precautions that must be taken for 

handling contaminated personal protective equipment. 

(5) Subject to the provisions of subregulation (4)(b), an employer must 

ensure that no person removes dirty or contaminated personal protective equipment 

from the premises: Provided that where contaminated personal protective equipment 

has to be disposed of, it is treated as HCA waste as contemplated in regulation 15. 

(6) Subject to the provisions of the Facilities Regulations, an employer 

must, where reasonably practicable, provide an employee who is using personal 

protective equipment, as contemplated in subregulation (1), with— 

(a) adequate washing facilities, which are readily accessible and 

located in an area where the facilities will not become 

contaminated, in order to enable an employee to meet a standard 

of personal hygiene consistent with the adequate control of 

exposure, and to avoid the spread of an HCA; 
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(b) two separate lockers, separately labelled "protective clothing" and 

"personal clothing", and ensure that the clothing is kept 

separately in the locker concerned; and 

(c) separate "clean" and "dirty" change rooms if the employer uses or 

processes an HCA to the extent that the HCA could endanger the 

health of persons outside of the workplace. 

 

Maintenance of control measures 

12. An employer must ensure— 

(a) that all control equipment and facilities provided in terms of 

regulations 10 and 11 are maintained in good working order; and 

(b) that thorough examinations and tests of engineering control 

measures are carried out at intervals not exceeding 24 months by 

an approved inspection authority. 

 

Prohibitions 

13. No person may, as far as is reasonably practicable— 

(a) use compressed air or permit the use of compressed air to 

remove particles of an HCA from any surface or person; 

(b) smoke, eat, drink or keep food or beverages in a respirator zone 

or permit any other person to smoke, eat, drink or keep food or 

beverages in that zone; 

(c) use statements such as "non-toxic", "non-harmful", "non-

polluting" or "non-hazardous" or similar statements indicating the 

HCA as not hazardous, or any other statements that are 

inconsistent with the HCA's GHS classification on the label or 

packaging of any HCA; and 
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(d) manufacture, procure, use, handle or store within the 

workplace— 

(i) a prohibited HCA as listed in Table 1 of Annexure 2; 

(ii) ozone-depleting substances provided for in the Regulations 

regarding the Phasing-Out and Management of Ozone-

Depleting Substances, published as Government Notice 

No. R. 351 of 8 May 2014; and 

(iii) persistent organic pollutants prohibited by the Prohibition on 

the Import, Export, Possession, Acquisition, Sale, Use and 

Disposal of Agricultural Remedies, under section 7 of the 

Fertilizers, Farm Feeds, Agricultural Remedies and Stock 

Remedies Act, 1947 (Act No. 36 of 1947), published as 

Government Notice No. R. 862 of 29 July 2016. 

 

Classification of hazardous chemical agents 

14. The manufacturer or importer of a chemical agent must, before it is 

supplied to a workplace— 

(a) determine whether the chemical agent is an HCA by carrying out 

a hazard assessment referencing the cut-off values provided in 

Tables 4 and 5 of Annexure 1; 

(b) if the substance, mixture or article is an HCA, ensure that a GHS 

classification is carried out for the HCA; and 

(c) review the GHS classification should a change in the composition 

of the HCA be made. 

14A. Safety data sheet 

(1) Subject to section 10(3)(b) of the Act and regulation 14, a safety data 

sheet for an HCA must be— 

(a) prepared by an importer or manufacturer before manufacture 

and, if this is not reasonably practicable, immediately after 
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manufacture but before import: Provided that the safety data 

sheet is— 

(i) GHS compliant; 

(ii) classified for the HCA, in accordance with regulation 14; 

(iii) reviewed at least once every five years; 

(iv) amended whenever necessary to ensure that it contains 

correct and current information, aligned to its GHS 

classification required by regulation 14(c), which includes 

new data regarding the hazard presented by an HCA that 

changes its classification in a category or subcategory of a 

hazard class or results in its classification to another hazard 

class; and 

(v) given the most recent applicable date, which may be the 

date of first issue, review or amendment; 

(b) provided by a manufacturer or importer to— 

(i) a supplier of the HCA to a workplace; and 

(ii) any person who is likely to be affected by the HCA; 

(c) provided by a supplier of the HCA— 

(i) when the HCA is first supplied to the workplace; 

(ii) if the SDS for the HCA is amended; and 

(iii) to any person at the workplace if they request the SDS; and 

(d) obtained by the employer from the manufacturer, importer or 

supplier of the HCA and provided to— 

(i) any person who is involved in using, handling, or likely to be 

exposed to, the HCA at the workplace; 
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(ii) any person at the workplace who needs the information to 

assess risk related to health and safety; 

(iii) any health practitioner who needs the information to treat a 

person who has been exposed to the HCA; or 

(iv) an emergency service professional who requires the 

information to fulfil his duties as an emergency respondent. 

(2) Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subregulation (1) do not apply to a 

manufacturer or importer of an HCA who has not manufactured or imported that 

HCA in the past five years. 

(3) The information in the GHS compliant safety data sheet must be 

presented using the following 16 headings in the order given below, as may be 

updated from time to time: 

(a) Section 1: identification of the substance/mixture and of the 

company/undertaking; 

(b) Section 2: hazards identification; 

(c) Section 3: composition/information on ingredients; 

(d) Section 4: first-aid measures; 

(e) Section 5: firefighting measures; 

(f) Section 6: accidental release measure; 

(g) Section 7: handling and storage; 

(h) Section 8: exposure controls/personal protection; 

(i) Section 9: physical and chemical properties; 

(j) Section 10: stability and reactivity; 

(k) Section 11: toxicological information; 

(l) Section 12: ecological information; 
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(m) Section 13: disposal considerations; 

(n) Section 14: transport information; 

(o) Section 15: regulatory information; and 

(p) Section 16: other information. 

14B. Labelling of hazardous chemical agents 

(1) With regard to the labelling of an HCA— 

(a) a manufacturer or importer of an HCA must ensure that the HCA 

is correctly labelled as soon as practicable after the HCA is 

manufactured or imported; 

(b) a supplier of an HCA may not supply an HCA if it is not correctly 

labelled; 

(c) a retailer of an HCA may not supply any consumer product 

containing an HCA to be used in a workplace if it is not correctly 

labelled; and 

(d) an employer must— 

(i) ensure that an HCA that is used, handled or stored at the 

workplace is correctly labelled; 

(ii) ensure that a container labelled for an HCA is used for only 

the use, handling or storage of that HCA; 

(iii) as far as is reasonably practicable, ensure that when an 

HCA is transferred or decanted at the workplace, from its 

original container into a destination container, the 

destination container is correctly labelled for that HCA; and 

(iv) ensure that an HCA within pipework is identified by a label 

or sign or in any other suitable manner, on or near the 

pipework, subject to the following: 
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(aa) Where the product is a mixture of two or more HCAs, 

the intermediate or finished product name may be 

used for identification; 

(bb) sampling, loading points or any other termination point 

of a pipe, where during normal operations an 

employee may be exposed to an HCA, must be 

identified; and 

(cc) pipework, including the splitting of flanges, where an 

employee may be exposed during routine maintenance 

activities, should be identified as far as is reasonably 

practicable. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of subregulation (1), an HCA is correctly 

labelled if the selection and use of label elements are in accordance with the GHS 

and if the HCA is packed in a container that has a label— 

(a) that includes— 

(i) the product identifier and, where applicable, the United 

Nations proper shipping name; 

(ii) the chemical identity of all the ingredients contributing to the 

final GHS classification of the HCA; 

(iii) the name, address, and business telephone number of the 

manufacturer or importer; 

(iv) an emergency telephone number where support is 

available; and 

(v) a signal word, hazard statement, precautionary statement 

and hazard pictogram consistent with the HCA's GHS 

classification, made in accordance with regulation 14; and 

(b) that may include— 



This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za

 STAATSKOERANT, 29 MAART 2021 No. 44348  29

27 

(i) the quantity of the HCA in the package, unless this quantity 

is specified elsewhere on the package; 

(ii) the quantity of each HCA ingredient; 

(iii) any information about the hazards, and first-aid and 

emergency procedures relevant to the HCA, not otherwise 

included in the hazard statement or precautionary 

statement; 

(iv) first-aid measures; and 

(v) an expiry date, where applicable. 

14C. Packaging of hazardous chemical agents 

(1) Packaging for an HCA must satisfy the relevant requirements of the UN 

Transport of Dangerous Goods, with respect to packaging and fastenings, or, where 

applicable, the UN IMO International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code, including the 

following requirements: 

(a) The manufacturer or importer of an HCA must ensure that the 

HCA is correctly packed, as soon as reasonably practicable after 

manufacturing or importing. 

(b) For the purposes of paragraph (a), the expression "correctly 

packed" means— 

(i) that the packaging is in sound condition; 

(ii) that the packaging is durably and legibly marked; 

(iii) that the packaging will safely contain the chemical for the 

time the chemical is likely to be packed; 

(iv) that the packaging is made of a material that is compatible 

with the HCA and will not be adversely affected by the HCA; 
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(v) that the packaging and fastenings are strong and solid 

throughout to ensure that they will not loosen and will meet 

the normal stresses and strains of handling; and 

(vi) that the packaging does not usually contain food or 

beverages and cannot mistakenly be identified as containing 

food or beverages. 

(2) Where a retailer supplies an HCA in a container that is supplied by the 

person purchasing the chemical, the retailer must ensure that the HCA is correctly 

packed or repacked as contemplated in subregulation (1). 

(3) Where a retailer supplies the person purchasing the chemical with a 

container, the retailer must ensure that the HCA is correctly packed or repacked as 

contemplated in subregulation (1).  

(4) The employer or self-employed person must receive, use, handle or 

store an HCA only if it is correctly packed as contemplated in subregulation (1). 

(5) An employer must— 

(a) as far as reasonably practicable, ensure that a container or a 

vehicle in which an HCA is transported is clearly identified as 

transporting an HCA; and 

(b) ensure that such transportation complies with the National Road 

Traffic Act, 1996 (Act No. 93 of 1996). 

14D. Disclosure of ingredient identity 

(1) Where an ingredient in an HCA causes the correct classification of the 

chemical, in terms of regulation 14(b) to include a hazard class and hazard 

category— 

(a) referred to in Table 4 of Annexure 1, the chemical identity of the 

ingredient detailed must be disclosed; or 

(b) referred to in Table 5 of Annexure 1, the chemical identity of the 

ingredient may be disclosed by its generic name if— 
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(i) the identity of the ingredient is commercially confidential; 

(ii) the ingredient does not cause the correct classification of 

the hazardous chemical to include any other hazard class 

and hazard category in Table 4 of Annexure 1; and 

(iii) an OEL for the ingredient has not been established; and 

(c) in all other cases not included in subregulation (1)(b), the 

ingredient must be disclosed by its chemical identity. 

(2) The identity of the ingredient of an HCA in terms of subregulation (1)(a), 

or the generic name of the ingredient of the hazardous chemical in terms of 

subregulation (1)(b), must be on the label and SDS. 

(3) Where an ingredient of an HCA must be disclosed in terms of 

subregulation (1)(a), the proportion of the ingredient to the hazardous chemical must 

be disclosed as follows: 

(a) Where the exact proportion of the ingredient is not commercially 

confidential, the exact proportion is expressed as a percentage of 

the chemical by mass or volume; or 

(b) where the exact proportion of the ingredient is commercially 

confidential, the exact proportion is expressed as a percentage of 

the chemical by mass or volume in terms of the following ranges 

within which the exact proportion fits: 

(i) < 10%; 

(ii) 10 to 30%; 

(iii) 30 to 60%; 

(iv) > 60%; 

(v) a range that is narrower than the ranges provided for in 

subparagraph (i), (ii), (iii) or (iv). 
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Disposal of hazardous chemical agents 

15. An employer must, as far as is reasonably practicable— 

(a) recycle all HCA waste; 

(b) ensure that all HCA waste is classified and disposed of as waste 

in terms of the following legislation: 

(i) The Waste Classification and Management Regulations, 

2013, published as Government Notice  No. R. 634 of 23 

August 2013; and 

(ii) the National Norms and Standards for the Assessment of 

Waste for Landfill Disposal, published as Government 

Notice  No. R. 635 of 23 August 2013; and 

(c) ensure that all collectable HCA waste is placed in containers that 

prevent the likelihood of exposure during handling; 

(d) ensure that all vehicles, reusable containers and covers, which 

have been in contact with HCA waste, are cleaned and 

decontaminated after use in such a way that the vehicles, 

containers or covers do not cause a hazard inside or outside the 

premises concerned; 

(e) ensure that all employees occupied in the collection, transport 

and disposal of HCA waste, who may be exposed to that waste, 

are provided with suitable personal protective equipment; and 

(f) ensure that if the services of a waste disposal contractor are 

used, a provision is incorporated into the contract stating that the 

contractor must also comply with the provisions of these 

regulations. 

 

Offences and penalties 
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16. Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with any provision of 

regulation 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13,14, 14A, 14B, 14C or 14D shall be guilty 

of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine or to imprisonment for a period not 

exceeding six months and, in the case of a continuous offence, to an additional fine 

of R500 for each day on which the offence continues or additional imprisonment of 

one day for each day on which the offence continues: Provided that the period of 

such additional imprisonment shall in no case exceed 90 days. 

 

Repeal of regulations 

17. (1) The Regulations for Hazardous Chemical Substances, 1995, published 

as Government Notice No. R. 1179 of 25 August 1995, are hereby repealed. 

 

Short title and commencement 

18. (1) These regulations shall be called the Regulations for Hazardous 

Chemical Agents, 2020. 

(2) Regulations 13(d), 14, 14A, 14B, 14C, 14D; Annexure 1, Tables 1, 2, 3, 

4 and 5; and Annexure 2, Tables 1, 2, 3 and 4 shall come into effect 18 months after 

the promulgation of these regulations. 
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ffe
ct

s t
ha

t m
ay

 d
ev

el
op

 in
 sp

ec
ifi

c t
ar

ge
t o

rg
an

s. 
(d

) 
De

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
of

 a
ct

io
n 

cr
ite

ria
: 

in
te

rp
re

ta
tiv

e 
cr

ite
ria

 f
or

 v
ar

io
us

 t
yp

es
 o

f 
m

ed
ica

l 
te

st
s 

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
pu

bl
ish

ed
 i

n 
th

e 
m

ed
ica

l 
lit

er
at

ur
e.

 H
ow

ev
er

, t
he

 o
cc

up
at

io
na

l m
ed

ici
ne

 p
ra

ct
iti

on
er

 m
us

t 
de

ve
lo

p 
pr

ag
m

at
ic 

ac
tio

n 
cr

ite
ria

 in
 t

he
 c

on
te

xt
 o

f t
he

 s
pe

cif
ic 

w
or

kp
la

ce
. 

(e
) 

St
an

da
rd

isa
tio

n 
of

 te
st

 p
ro

ce
ss

: q
ua

lit
y 

co
nt

ro
l n

ee
ds

 to
 b

e 
ex

er
cis

ed
 b

ot
h 

at
 th

e 
te

st
in

g 
sit

e 
an

d 
in

 th
e 

la
bo

ra
to

ry
 c

on
tr

ac
te

d 
to

 
ca

rr
y o

ut
 a

na
lys

es
. C

on
sis

te
nc

y o
ve

r t
im

e 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

so
ug

ht
 to

 m
ak

e 
lo

ng
itu

di
na

l m
ea

su
re

m
en

ts
 co

m
pa

ra
bl

e.
 

(f)
 

Et
hi

ca
l c

on
sid

er
at

io
ns

: 
i. 

In
fo

rm
at

io
n 

an
d 

tr
ai

ni
ng

 o
f 

em
pl

oy
ee

s 
as

 r
eq

ui
re

d 
by

 r
eg

ul
at

io
n 

3(
1)

 s
ho

ul
d 

in
clu

de
 t

he
 r

at
io

na
le

 f
or

 d
oi

ng
 m

ed
ica

l 
su

rv
ei

lla
nc

e,
 a

nd
 th

e 
co

ns
eq

ue
nc

e 
of

 a
bn

or
m

al
 fi

nd
in

gs
. 

ii.
 

W
rit

te
n 

in
fo

rm
ed

 c
on

se
nt

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
ob

ta
in

ed
 fo

r m
ed

ica
l t

es
ts

 to
 b

e 
co

nd
uc

te
d,

 in
 a

cc
or

da
nc

e 
w

ith
 re

qu
ire

m
en

ts
 p

re
sc

rib
ed

 
by

 th
e 

He
al

th
 P

ro
fe

ss
io

ns
’ C

ou
nc

il 
of

 S
ou

th
 A

fri
ca

. S
ho

ul
d 

an
 e

m
pl

oy
ee

 re
fu

se
 to

 g
ive

 c
on

se
nt

, i
t s

ho
ul

d 
be

 e
xp

la
in

ed
 to

 th
e 

em
pl

oy
ee

 th
at

 th
is 

m
ea

ns
 h

e/
sh

e 
ca

nn
ot

 b
e 

of
fe

re
d 

th
e 

w
or

k 
fo

r 
w

hi
ch

 m
ed

ica
l s

ur
ve

ill
an

ce
 is

 r
eq

ui
re

d,
 w

hi
ch

 m
ay

 a
ffe

ct
 

hi
s/

he
r e

m
pl

oy
m

en
t. 

iii
. 

An
 e

m
pl

oy
ee

 m
us

t b
e 

no
tif

ie
d 

of
 th

e 
re

su
lts

 a
nd

 in
te

rp
re

ta
tio

n 
of

 h
is/

he
r t

es
ts

 a
nd

 a
ny

 re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
ns

 m
ad

e,
 in

clu
di

ng
, 

w
he

re
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
, t

he
 n

ee
d 

fo
r m

ed
ica

l r
ef

er
ra

l f
or

 co
nf

irm
at

io
n 

of
 d

ia
gn

os
is 

an
d 

re
la

te
d 

ac
tio

ns
. 

iv.
 

Th
e 

co
nf

id
en

tia
lit

y o
f p

er
so

na
l m

ed
ica

l r
ec

or
ds

 is
 la

id
 d

ow
n 

by
 re

gu
la

tio
n 

9.
 

(g
) 

De
te

rm
in

at
io

n 
of

 s
te

ps
 to

 b
e 

ta
ke

n 
in

 th
e 

ev
en

t o
f i

de
nt

ify
in

g 
a 

w
or

k-
re

la
te

d 
he

al
th

 p
ro

bl
em

: t
hi

s 
is 

de
ta

ile
d 

in
 p

ar
ag

ra
ph

s 
20

, 2
1 

an
d 

22
. C

oo
pe

ra
tio

n 
of

 e
m

pl
oy

ee
s c

an
 b

e 
be

st
 se

cu
re

d 
by

 a
 p

ol
icy

 o
f p

ro
te

ct
io

n 
of

 c
on

di
tio

ns
 o

f s
er

vic
e 

in
 c

as
e 

of
 m

ed
ica

l r
e m

ov
al

 
fro

m
 a

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
 jo

b.
 

(h
) 

Ev
al

ua
tio

n 
of

 c
on

tr
ol

s: 
an

 a
bn

or
m

al
 f

in
di

ng
 in

 a
n 

em
pl

oy
ee

, 
or

 a
 p

at
te

rn
 o

f 
fin

di
ng

s 
in

 a
 g

ro
up

 o
f 

em
pl

oy
ee

s, 
m

ay
 p

oi
nt

 t
o 

in
ad

eq
ua

te
 p

rim
ar

y 
co

nt
ro

l o
f e

xp
os

ur
e(

s)
. I

n 
su

ch
 ca

se
s t

he
 e

m
pl

oy
er

 n
ee

ds
 to

 b
e 

no
tif

ie
d 

of
 su

ch
 d

et
ai

ls 
of

 th
e 

m
ed

ica
l f

in
di

ng
s a

s 
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ar
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
to

 e
va

lu
at

e 
th

e 
w

or
kp

la
ce

 p
ro

bl
em

 a
nd

 ta
ke

 re
m

ed
ia

l a
ct

io
n 

to
 p

re
ve

nt
 th

e 
co

nt
in

ue
d 

ex
po

su
re

 o
f t

he
 w

or
ke

r a
nd

 y
et

 
un

ex
po

se
d 

w
or

ke
rs

. 
(i)

 
Re

co
rd

 k
ee

pi
ng

: t
hi

s i
nc

lu
de

s b
ot

h 
m

ed
ica

l r
ec

or
ds

 a
nd

 e
xp

os
ur

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
fo

r e
ve

ry
 e

m
pl

oy
ee

. W
hi

le
 th

e 
em

pl
oy

er
 is

 re
sp

on
sib

le
 

fo
r 

re
co

rd
 k

ee
pi

ng
 i

n 
te

rm
s 

of
 r

eg
ul

at
io

n 
9,

 a
cc

es
s 

to
 t

he
 c

on
te

nt
s 

of
 p

er
so

na
l 

m
ed

ica
l 

re
co

rd
s 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
re

st
ric

te
d 

to
 t

he
 

oc
cu

pa
tio

na
l h

ea
lth

 p
ra

ct
iti

on
er

, t
he

 e
m

pl
oy

ee
, a

nd
 a

ny
 p

er
so

n 
no

m
in

at
ed

 b
y t

he
 e

m
pl

oy
ee

 in
 w

rit
in

g.
 

15
. 

Th
e 

m
ed

ica
l s

ur
ve

ill
an

ce
 p

ro
gr

am
m

e 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

de
sc

rib
ed

 in
 a

 w
rit

te
n 

do
cu

m
en

t i
n 

w
hi

ch
 th

e 
ke

y i
ss

ue
s l

ist
ed

 in
 p

ar
ag

ra
ph

 1
4 

ar
e 

ad
dr

es
se

d.
 T

he
 

do
cu

m
en

t m
us

t b
e 

m
ad

e 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

to
 th

e 
He

al
th

 a
nd

 S
af

et
y C

om
m

itt
ee

. 
16

. 
Th

e 
em

pl
oy

er
 m

us
t p

ro
vid

e 
th

e 
oc

cu
pa

tio
na

l h
ea

lth
 p

ra
ct

iti
on

er
 w

ith
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

ab
ou

t t
he

 w
or

k t
o 

be
 p

er
fo

rm
ed

, w
hi

ch
 h

as
 

tr
ig

ge
re

d 
th

e 
re

qu
ire

m
en

t f
or

 m
ed

ica
l s

ur
ve

ill
an

ce
: 

(a
) 

th
e 

w
or

k t
he

 e
m

pl
oy

ee
 is

, o
r w

ill
 b

e,
 ca

rr
yi

ng
 o

ut
; 

(b
) 

if 
th

e 
em

pl
oy

ee
 h

as
 st

ar
te

d 
th

at
 w

or
k,

 h
ow

 lo
ng

 th
e 

em
pl

oy
ee

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
ca

rr
yi

ng
 it

 o
ut

; 
(c

) 
a 

lis
t o

f t
he

 H
CA

s t
o 

w
hi

ch
 th

e 
em

pl
oy

ee
 is

, o
r w

ill
 b

e,
 e

xp
os

ed
, a

s d
et

ai
le

d 
in

 th
e 

ris
k 

as
se

ss
m

en
t a

nd
 re

le
va

nt
 S

DS
s; 

(d
) 

re
le

va
nt

 ri
sk

 a
ss

es
sm

en
t r

ep
or

ts
 a

nd
 re

su
lts

 o
f a

ir 
m

on
ito

rin
g 

ca
rr

ie
d 

ou
t a

t t
he

 w
or

kp
la

ce
; a

nd
 

(e
) 

th
e 

ty
pe

 o
f p

er
so

na
l p

ro
te

ct
ive

 e
qu

ip
m

en
t b

ei
ng

 u
se

d 
by

 th
e 

em
pl

oy
ee

. 
17

. 
No

n 
w

or
k-

re
la

te
d 

fin
di

ng
s i

nc
lu

de
 va

rio
us

 h
ea

lth
 co

nd
iti

on
s t

ha
t m

ay
 b

e 
id

en
tif

ie
d 

by
 th

e 
m

ed
ica

l t
es

tin
g 

pr
oc

es
s, 

su
ch

 a
s h

yp
er

te
ns

io
n 

an
d 

di
ab

et
es

. T
he

se
 fi

nd
in

gs
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

sh
ar

ed
 w

ith
 th

e 
em

pl
oy

ee
 (p

re
fe

ra
bl

y i
n 

w
rit

in
g)

 b
y t

he
 o

cc
up

at
io

na
l h

ea
lth

 p
ra

ct
iti

on
er

 to
 e

na
bl

e 
th

e 
em

pl
oy

ee
 

to
 ta

ke
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 a

ct
io

n 
to

 im
pr

ov
e 

hi
s o

r h
er

 g
en

er
al

 h
ea

lth
. I

n 
ad

di
tio

n,
 th

e 
oc

cu
pa

tio
na

l h
ea

lth
 p

ra
ct

iti
on

er
 sh

ou
ld

 re
fe

r t
he

 e
m

pl
oy

ee
 to

 
hi

s/
he

r o
w

n 
he

al
th

ca
re

 p
ro

vid
er

 fo
r f

ur
th

er
 tr

ea
tm

en
t, 

if 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y.

 
18

. 
Th

e 
pr

es
en

ce
 o

f n
on

-o
cc

up
at

io
na

l d
ise

as
e 

do
es

 n
ot

 re
qu

ire
 n

ot
ifi

ca
tio

n 
to

 th
e 

em
pl

oy
er

. 

W
or

k-
re

la
te

d 
fin

di
ng

s 

19
. 

W
or

k-
re

la
te

d 
fin

di
ng

s i
nc

lu
de

 tw
o 

ca
te

go
rie

s: 
(a

) 
Oc

cu
pa

tio
na

l d
ise

as
e:

 th
is 

re
la

te
s t

o 
ad

ve
rs

e 
he

al
th

 e
ffe

ct
s c

on
se

qu
en

t o
n 

ex
po

su
re

 to
 a

n 
HC

A.
 It

 is
 a

 le
ga

l r
eq

ui
re

m
en

t t
ha

t t
ho

se
 

w
hi

ch
 h

av
e 

pr
og

re
ss

ed
 to

 o
cc

up
at

io
na

l d
ise

as
e 

m
us

t b
e 

co
m

m
un

ica
te

d 
to

 th
e 

em
pl

oy
ee

, e
m

pl
oy

er
 a

nd
 th

e 
De

pa
rt

m
en

t o
f L

ab
ou

r. 
Th

is 
im

po
rt

an
t p

ro
ce

ss
 is

 fu
rt

he
r d

es
cr

ib
ed

 b
el

ow
. 

(b
) 

M
ed

ica
l f

itn
es

s 
to

 w
or

k:
 th

is 
re

la
te

s 
to

 id
en

tif
ie

d 
he

al
th

 c
on

di
tio

ns
 th

at
 a

re
 n

ot
 c

au
se

d 
by

 th
e 

w
or

kp
la

ce
 b

ut
 w

hi
ch

 im
pa

ct
 o

n 
th

e 
vu

ln
er

ab
ili

ty
 o

f t
he

 e
m

pl
oy

ee
 w

ho
 m

ay
 b

e 
ex

po
se

d 
to

 a
n 

HC
A,

 a
nd

 w
hi

ch
 m

ay
 b

e 
ag

gr
av

at
ed

 b
y 

w
or

kp
la

ce
 e

xp
os

ur
es

, f
or

 e
xa

m
pl

e,
 

an
 e

m
pl

oy
ee

 w
ho

 h
as

 h
ad

 a
st

hm
a 

sin
ce

 c
hi

ld
ho

od
 a

nd
 is

 p
er

fo
rm

in
g 

w
or

k 
th

at
 m

ay
 re

su
lt 

in
 e

xp
os

ur
e 

to
 a

 re
sp

ira
to

ry
 ir

rit
an

t o
r 

al
le

rg
en

. I
n 

th
es

e 
cir

cu
m

st
an

ce
s, 

th
e 

oc
cu

pa
tio

na
l n

ur
se

 p
ra

ct
iti

on
er

, i
n 

co
ns

ul
ta

tio
n 

w
ith

 a
n 

oc
cu

pa
tio

na
l m

ed
ici

ne
 p

ra
ct

iti
on

er
, 

m
us

t c
ar

ef
ul

ly
 c

on
sid

er
 th

e 
ris

ks
 a

nd
 c

on
ve

y 
th

e 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 ta
sk

 o
r w

or
kp

la
ce

 re
st

ric
tio

ns
 to

 th
e 

em
pl

oy
er

 in
 th

e 
fo

rm
 o

f a
 w

rit
te

n 
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ce
rt

ifi
ca

te
 o

f f
itn

es
s. 

Th
e 

em
pl

oy
er

 m
ay

 n
ot

 a
llo

w
 th

e 
em

pl
oy

ee
 to

 re
tu

rn
 to

 n
or

m
al

 d
ut

ie
s u

nt
il 

cle
ar

ed
 b

y 
an

 o
cc

up
at

io
na

l m
ed

ici
ne

 
pr

ac
tit

io
ne

r (
se

e 
re

gu
la

tio
n 

7(
3)

) 

Im
po

rt
an

t n
ot

es
: 

(a
) 

Ne
ith

er
 o

f t
he

 a
bo

ve
 w

or
k-

re
la

te
d 

fin
di

ng
s a

re
 re

as
on

 to
 a

ut
om

at
ica

lly
 d

ec
la

re
 th

at
 th

e 
em

pl
oy

ee
 is

 m
ed

ica
lly

 u
nf

it 
to

 p
er

fo
rm

 h
is 

or
 

he
r j

ob
. I

t i
s a

n 
in

ca
pa

cit
y 

th
at

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
ha

nd
le

d 
w

ith
 ca

re
fu

l t
ho

ug
ht

, a
nd

 a
ll 

op
tio

ns
 fo

r a
cc

om
m

od
at

io
n 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
co

ns
id

er
ed

, a
s 

pr
es

cr
ib

ed
 b

y t
he

 La
bo

ur
 R

el
at

io
ns

 A
ct

, 1
99

5 
(A

ct
 N

o.
 6

6 
of

 1
99

5)
 a

nd
 th

e 
Em

pl
oy

m
en

t E
qu

ity
 A

ct
, 1

99
8 

(A
ct

 N
o.

 5
5 

of
 1

99
8)

. 
(b

) 
In

fo
rm

in
g 

th
e 

em
pl

oy
er

 o
f a

 h
ea

lth
-re

la
te

d 
re

st
ric

tio
n 

do
es

 n
ot

 m
ea

n 
th

at
 d

isc
lo

su
re

 o
f t

he
 s

pe
cif

ic 
m

ed
ica

l d
ia

gn
os

is 
is 

re
qu

ire
d.

 
Di

sc
lo

su
re

 o
f t

he
 d

ia
gn

os
is 

m
ay

 o
cc

as
io

na
lly

 b
e 

w
ar

ra
nt

ed
, b

ut
 th

en
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

do
ne

 w
ith

 th
e 

co
ns

en
t o

f t
he

 e
m

pl
oy

ee
, a

nd
 w

he
re

 
su

ch
 d

isc
lo

su
re

 is
 in

 t
he

 b
es

t 
in

te
re

st
s 

of
 t

he
 e

m
pl

oy
ee

. S
ho

ul
d 

th
e 

em
pl

oy
ee

 r
ef

us
e 

co
ns

en
t 

de
sp

ite
 a

 n
ec

es
sit

y 
to

 in
fo

rm
 t

he
 

em
pl

oy
er

, t
he

 e
m

pl
oy

ee
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 to
ld

 th
at

 th
e 

em
pl

oy
er

 w
ill

 b
e 

in
fo

rm
ed

 a
nd

 th
e 

de
ta

ils
 o

f t
he

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

to
 b

e 
pr

ov
id

ed
, a

s 
al

lo
w

ed
 fo

r i
n 

th
e 

He
al

th
 P

ro
fe

ss
io

ns
 A

ct
, 1

97
4 

(A
ct

 N
o.

 5
6 

of
 1

97
4)

. 

Ac
tio

ns
 b

y 
th

e 
em

pl
oy

er
 if

 a
n 

oc
cu

pa
tio

na
l d

ise
as

e 
is 

id
en

tif
ie

d 

20
. 

Th
e 

em
pl

oy
er

 m
us

t 
in

iti
at

e 
an

 in
cid

en
t 

in
ve

st
ig

at
io

n 
to

 id
en

tif
y 

th
e 

fa
ilu

re
s 

of
 c

on
tr

ol
s 

th
at

 le
d 

to
 t

he
 d

ise
as

e 
an

d 
pu

t 
in

to
 p

la
ce

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 
co

rr
ec

tiv
e 

ac
tio

ns
 (s

ub
re

gu
la

tio
n 

7(
4)

; a
nd

 a
lso

 re
gu

la
tio

n 
8 

of
 th

e 
Ge

ne
ra

l A
dm

in
ist

ra
tiv

e 
Re

gu
la

tio
ns

). 
(a

) 
Th

e 
em

pl
oy

er
 m

us
t p

ro
vid

e 
tr

ai
ni

ng
 to

 th
e 

em
pl

oy
ee

 o
n 

w
ay

s t
o 

m
iti

ga
te

 fu
rt

he
r e

xp
os

ur
e.

 
(b

) 
Th

e 
em

pl
oy

er
 h

as
 a

 st
at

ut
or

y d
ut

y t
o 

re
po

rt
 th

e 
in

cid
en

t. 
(c

) 
Th

e 
em

pl
oy

er
 m

us
t r

ep
or

t t
he

 ca
se

 a
s p

re
sc

rib
ed

 b
y 

re
gu

la
tio

n 
8 

of
 th

e 
Ge

ne
ra

l A
dm

in
ist

ra
tiv

e 
Re

gu
la

tio
ns

. 
(d

) 
If 

th
e 

pr
es

cr
ib

ed
 cr

ite
ria

 a
re

 m
et

, t
he

 e
m

pl
oy

er
 m

us
t n

ot
ify

 th
e 

ch
ie

f i
ns

pe
ct

or
 a

s p
re

sc
rib

ed
 in

 se
ct

io
n 

24
(1

)(a
) o

f t
he

 A
ct

. 
(e

) 
Th

e 
em

pl
oy

er
 h

as
 a

 s
ta

tu
to

ry
 d

ut
y 

to
 s

ub
m

it 
a 

cla
im

 f
or

 c
om

pe
ns

at
io

n 
as

 c
on

te
m

pl
at

ed
 in

 t
he

 C
om

pe
ns

at
io

n 
fo

r 
Oc

cu
pa

tio
na

l 
In

ju
rie

s a
nd

 D
ise

as
es

 A
ct

, 1
99

3 
(A

ct
 N

o.
 1

30
 o

f 1
99

3)
, b

y 
co

m
pl

et
in

g 
th

e 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y 

fo
rm

s a
nd

 fo
llo

w
in

g 
th

e 
pr

oc
ed

ur
e 

pr
es

cr
ib

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
Co

m
pe

ns
at

io
n 

Co
m

m
iss

io
ne

r. 

Le
ga

l d
ut

ie
s p

re
sc

rib
ed

 fo
r a

 m
ed

ica
l p

ra
ct

iti
on

er
* 

if 
an

 o
cc

up
at

io
na

l d
ise

as
e 

is 
id

en
tif

ie
d 

21
. 

Th
e 

m
ed

ica
l p

ra
ct

iti
on

er
 m

us
t n

ot
ify

 th
e 

ch
ie

f i
ns

pe
ct

or
 a

s p
re

sc
rib

ed
 in

 se
ct

io
n 

25
 o

f t
he

 A
ct

. T
he

 p
re

sc
rib

ed
 fo

rm
at

 is
 th

e 
us

e 
of

 th
e 

W
CL

 fo
rm

s 
us

ed
 fo

r t
he

 su
bm

iss
io

n 
of

 cl
ai

m
s f

or
 a

n 
oc

cu
pa

tio
na

l d
ise

as
e 

un
de

r t
he

 C
om

pe
ns

at
io

n 
fo

r O
cc

up
at

io
na

l I
nj

ur
ie

s a
nd

 D
ise

as
es

 A
ct

, 1
99

3.
 

22
. 

Th
e 

oc
cu

pa
tio

na
l m

ed
ica

l p
ra

ct
iti

on
er

 m
us

t f
ac

ili
ta

te
 th

e 
su

bm
iss

io
n 

of
 a

 cl
ai

m
 fo

r c
om

pe
ns

at
io

n 
un

de
r t

he
 C

om
pe

ns
at

io
n 

fo
r O

cc
up

at
io

na
l I

nj
ur

ie
s 

an
d 

Di
se

as
es

 A
ct

, 1
99

3,
 b

y 
co

m
pl

et
in

g 
th

e 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y 

m
ed

ica
l r

ep
or

ts
 a

nd
 fo

llo
w

in
g 

th
e 

pr
oc

ed
ur

e 
pr

es
cr

ib
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

Co
m

pe
ns

at
io

n 
Co

m
m

iss
io

ne
r. 

Th
es

e 
ar

e 
de

sc
rib

ed
 in

 th
e 

"In
te

rn
al

 In
st

ru
ct

io
n"

 d
oc

um
en

ts
 p

ub
lis

he
d 

by
 th

e 
Co

m
pe

ns
at

io
n 

Co
m

m
iss

io
ne

r. 
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* 
No

te
 th

at
 th

is 
le

ga
l d

ut
y i

s p
la

ce
d 

on
 a

ny
 m

ed
ica

l p
ra

ct
iti

on
er

, n
ot

 ju
st

 a
n 

oc
cu

pa
tio

na
l m

ed
ici

ne
 p

ra
ct

iti
on

er
. 

Bi
ol

og
ica

l m
on

ito
rin

g 

Di
st

in
ct

io
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

bi
ol

og
ica

l m
on

ito
rin

g,
 b

io
lo

gi
ca

l e
xp

os
ur

e 
m

on
ito

rin
g 

an
d 

bi
ol

og
ica

l e
ffe

ct
 m

on
ito

rin
g 

23
. 

In
 th

es
e 

re
gu

la
tio

ns
, b

io
lo

gi
ca

l e
xp

os
ur

e 
m

on
ito

rin
g 

an
d 

bi
ol

og
ica

l e
ffe

ct
 m

on
ito

rin
g 

ar
e 

su
bs

et
s o

f t
he

 o
ve

ra
rc

hi
ng

 te
rm

, b
io

lo
gi

ca
l m

on
ito

rin
g.

 
24

. 
Bi

ol
og

ica
l e

xp
os

ur
e 

m
on

ito
rin

g 
is 

th
e 

m
ea

su
re

m
en

t a
nd

 a
ss

es
sm

en
t o

f c
he

m
ica

ls 
or

 th
ei

r m
et

ab
ol

ite
s (

su
bs

ta
nc

es
 th

e 
bo

dy
 c

on
ve

rt
s t

he
 c

he
m

ica
l 

in
to

, f
or

 p
ur

po
se

s 
of

 e
lim

in
at

io
n)

 in
 e

xp
os

ed
 w

or
ke

rs
. T

he
se

 m
ea

su
re

m
en

ts
 a

re
 m

ad
e 

on
 s

am
pl

es
 o

f e
xh

al
ed

 a
ir,

 u
rin

e,
 b

lo
od

 o
r o

th
er

 b
io

lo
gi

ca
l 

m
at

er
ia

ls,
 o

r a
ny

 c
om

bi
na

tio
n 

of
 th

es
e.

 B
io

lo
gi

ca
l m

on
ito

rin
g 

m
ea

su
re

m
en

ts
 re

fle
ct

 th
e 

to
ta

l u
pt

ak
e 

of
 a

 c
he

m
ica

l b
y 

an
 in

di
vid

ua
l b

y 
al

l r
ou

te
s 

(in
ha

la
tio

n,
 in

ge
st

io
n,

 t
hr

ou
gh

 t
he

 s
ki

n 
or

 b
y 

a 
co

m
bi

na
tio

n 
of

 t
he

se
 r

ou
te

s)
. B

io
lo

gi
ca

l e
xp

os
ur

e 
m

on
ito

rin
g,

 t
he

re
fo

re
, d

oe
s 

no
t 

re
pr

es
en

t 
an

 
ad

ve
rs

e 
ef

fe
ct

 o
r a

n 
oc

cu
pa

tio
na

l d
ise

as
e 

– 
it 

on
ly 

re
fle

ct
s e

xp
os

ur
e,

 b
ut

 it
 is

 o
fte

n 
in

co
rr

ec
tly

 li
st

ed
 a

s a
 ty

pe
 o

f m
ed

ica
l s

ur
ve

ill
an

ce
. 

25
. 

Bi
ol

og
ica

l 
ef

fe
ct

 m
on

ito
rin

g 
is 

th
e 

m
ea

su
re

m
en

t 
an

d 
as

se
ss

m
en

t 
of

 e
ar

ly
 n

on
-a

dv
er

se
 r

ev
er

sib
le

 s
ub

cli
ni

ca
l 

ph
ys

io
lo

gi
ca

l 
ef

fe
ct

s 
ca

us
ed

 b
y 

ab
so

rp
tio

n 
of

 c
he

m
ica

ls 
(i.

e.
 p

rio
r 

to
 e

st
ab

lis
he

d 
cli

ni
ca

l d
ise

as
e)

. I
t t

yp
ica

lly
 in

vo
lve

s 
m

ea
su

rin
g 

bi
oc

he
m

ica
l r

es
po

ns
es

. F
or

 e
xa

m
pl

e,
 m

ea
su

rin
g 

pl
as

m
a 

an
d 

er
yt

hr
oc

yt
e 

ch
ol

in
es

te
ra

se
 a

ct
ivi

ty
 in

 w
or

ke
rs

 e
xp

os
ed

 t
o 

or
ga

no
ph

os
ph

at
e 

pe
st

ici
de

s; 
or

 m
ea

su
rin

g 
in

cr
ea

se
s 

in
 u

rin
ar

y 
pr

ot
ei

n 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

ex
po

su
re

 to
 ca

dm
iu

m
; o

r c
ha

ng
es

 in
 fu

nc
tio

ni
ng

 o
f e

nz
ym

es
. 

26
. 

Bi
ol

og
ica

l e
ffe

ct
 m

on
ito

rin
g 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
di

st
in

gu
ish

ed
 fr

om
 m

ed
ica

l t
es

tin
g 

fo
r e

st
ab

lis
he

d 
cli

ni
ca

l d
ise

as
e,

 w
hi

ch
 is

 a
lso

 k
no

w
n 

as
 e

ffe
ct

 m
on

ito
rin

g.
 

Fo
r e

xa
m

pl
e,

 ch
an

ge
s i

n 
bl

oo
d 

ce
ll 

co
un

ts
 fo

llo
w

in
g 

ex
po

su
re

 to
 b

on
e 

m
ar

ro
w

 to
xin

s d
o 

no
t c

on
st

itu
te

 b
io

lo
gi

ca
l e

ffe
ct

 m
on

ito
rin

g.
 

27
. 

Bi
ol

og
ica

l e
ffe

ct
 m

on
ito

rin
g 

re
sp

on
se

s 
m

ay
 h

av
e 

po
te

nt
ia

l h
ea

lth
 im

pl
ica

tio
ns

 f
or

 t
he

 in
di

vid
ua

l, 
an

d 
m

ay
 a

lso
 a

ris
e 

fro
m

 c
au

se
s 

ot
he

r 
th

an
 

oc
cu

pa
tio

na
l e

xp
os

ur
e.

 C
on

se
qu

en
tly

, b
io

lo
gi

ca
l e

ffe
ct

 m
on

ito
rin

g 
sh

ou
ld

 a
lw

ay
s 

be
 c

ar
rie

d 
ou

t 
w

ith
 t

he
 c

lo
se

 in
vo

lve
m

en
t 

of
 a

n 
oc

cu
pa

tio
na

l 
m

ed
ici

ne
 p

ra
ct

iti
on

er
. 

Ob
je

ct
iv

es
 a

nd
 u

se
s o

f b
io

lo
gi

ca
l e

xp
os

ur
e 

m
on

ito
rin

g 

28
. 

Th
e 

m
ai

n 
ob

je
ct

ive
 o

f b
io

lo
gi

ca
l m

on
ito

rin
g 

is 
to

 p
ro

vid
e 

a 
co

m
pl

em
en

ta
ry

 te
ch

ni
qu

e 
to

 a
ir 

m
on

ito
rin

g 
w

he
n 

ai
r s

am
pl

in
g 

te
ch

ni
qu

es
 a

lo
ne

 m
ay

 n
ot

 
gi

ve
 a

 re
lia

bl
e 

in
di

ca
tio

n 
of

 e
xp

os
ur

e.
 H

en
ce

, i
t m

ay
 b

e 
pa

rt
icu

la
rly

 u
se

fu
l i

n 
th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

w
ay

s: 
(a

) 
to

 d
et

ec
t a

nd
 d

et
er

m
in

e 
ab

so
rp

tio
n 

via
 th

e 
sk

in
 o

r g
as

tr
oi

nt
es

tin
al

 sy
st

em
, i

n 
ad

di
tio

n 
to

 th
at

 b
y i

nh
al

at
io

n;
 

(b
) 

to
 te

st
 th

e 
ef

fic
ac

y o
f p

er
so

na
l p

ro
te

ct
ive

 e
qu

ip
m

en
t a

nd
 m

on
ito

r w
or

k p
ra

ct
ice

s; 
(c

) 
to

 c
om

pl
im

en
t a

ir 
m

on
ito

rin
g 

in
 c

irc
um

st
an

ce
s 

w
he

n 
w

or
k 

pr
ac

tic
es

 a
re

 n
ot

 n
or

m
al

, s
uc

h 
as

 a
bn

or
m

al
ly 

lo
ng

 o
r 

va
ria

bl
e 

w
or

kin
g 

ho
ur

s o
r v

er
y s

tr
en

uo
us

 w
or

k (
hi

gh
 b

re
at

hi
ng

 ra
te

s =
 in

cr
ea

se
d 

ch
em

ica
l i

nt
ak

e)
; 

(d
) 

to
 d

et
ec

t n
on

-o
cc

up
at

io
na

l e
xp

os
ur

es
; 

(e
) 

to
 a

ss
es

s t
ot

al
 b

od
y b

ur
de

n;
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(f)
 

to
 re

co
ns

tr
uc

t p
as

t e
xp

os
ur

e 
in

 th
e 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
 o

th
er

 e
xp

os
ur

e 
m

ea
su

re
m

en
ts

 fo
r c

he
m

ica
ls 

w
ith

 lo
ng

 h
al

f-l
ive

s; 
an

d 
(g

) 
to

 a
ss

es
s t

he
 e

ffe
ct

ive
ne

ss
 o

f m
ed

ica
l r

em
ov

al
 p

ro
ce

du
re

s w
he

n 
in

di
ca

te
d 

fo
r c

er
ta

in
 ch

em
ica

ls 
(e

.g
. a

rs
en

ic)
. 

Im
po

rt
an

t c
on

sid
er

at
io

ns
 in

 b
io

lo
gi

ca
l e

xp
os

ur
e 

m
on

ito
rin

g 

29
. 

In
 c

ho
os

in
g 

a 
te

st
 t

o 
m

ee
t 

th
e 

ab
ov

e 
ob

je
ct

ive
s, 

it 
is 

im
po

rt
an

t 
to

 u
nd

er
st

an
d 

th
e 

re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

be
tw

ee
n 

en
vir

on
m

en
ta

l 
ex

po
su

re
 a

nd
 t

he
 

co
nc

en
tr

at
io

n 
of

 a
n 

HC
A 

in
 b

io
lo

gi
ca

l s
am

pl
es

. T
hi

s 
in

clu
de

s 
an

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
 o

f t
he

 p
rin

cip
le

s 
of

 a
bs

or
pt

io
n,

 b
io

tr
an

sf
or

m
at

io
n,

 d
ist

rib
ut

io
n 

an
d 

ex
cr

et
io

n 
of

 th
e 

HC
A 

or
 it

s m
et

ab
ol

ite
s. 

30
. 

In
 a

dd
iti

on
, t

he
re

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 a

na
ly

tic
al

 m
et

ho
ds

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
of

 s
uf

fic
ie

nt
 s

en
sit

ivi
ty

 a
nd

 s
pe

cif
ici

ty
 to

 d
et

ec
t c

on
ce

nt
ra

tio
ns

 o
f t

he
 a

ge
nt

 in
 b

io
lo

gi
ca

l 
m

ed
ia

 in
 th

e 
ra

ng
e 

lik
el

y 
to

 b
e 

en
co

un
te

re
d 

in
 in

du
st

ry
. T

he
 H

CA
s 

lis
te

d 
in

 T
ab

le
 4

 o
f A

nn
ex

ur
e 

1 
ar

e 
th

os
e 

fo
r w

hi
ch

 th
e 

ab
ov

e 
cr

ite
ria

 h
av

e 
a 

re
as

on
ab

le
 ch

an
ce

 o
f b

ei
ng

 m
et

. 

Bi
ol

og
ica

l e
xp

os
ur

e 
in

di
ce

s 

31
. 

Bi
ol

og
ica

l e
xp

os
ur

e 
in

di
ce

s 
(B

EI
s)

 a
re

 r
ef

er
en

ce
 v

al
ue

s 
in

te
nd

ed
 a

s 
gu

id
el

in
es

 f
or

 t
he

 e
va

lu
at

io
n 

of
 p

ot
en

tia
l h

ea
lth

 h
az

ar
ds

 in
 t

he
 p

ra
ct

ice
 o

f 
in

du
st

ria
l h

yg
ie

ne
. B

EI
s m

us
t n

ot
 b

e 
us

ed
 a

s s
ta

tu
to

ry
 re

fe
re

nc
e 

va
lu

es
. 

32
. 

A 
BE

I r
ep

re
se

nt
s i

n 
th

eo
ry

 th
e 

le
ve

l o
f a

n 
HC

A 
or

 m
et

ab
ol

ite
 m

os
t l

ik
el

y 
to

 b
e 

ob
se

rv
ed

 in
 a

 sp
ec

im
en

 co
lle

ct
ed

 fr
om

 a
 h

ea
lth

y 
w

or
ke

r w
ho

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
ex

po
se

d 
to

 a
n 

HC
A 

to
 th

e 
sa

m
e 

ex
te

nt
 a

s 
a 

w
or

ke
r w

ith
 in

ha
la

tio
n 

ex
po

su
re

 to
 a

n 
OE

L-
TW

A.
 B

EI
s 

do
 n

ot
 re

pr
es

en
t a

 s
ha

rp
 d

ist
in

ct
io

n 
be

tw
ee

n 
ha

za
rd

ou
s 

an
d 

no
n-

ha
za

rd
ou

s 
ex

po
su

re
s. 

Fo
r e

xa
m

pl
e,

 o
w

in
g 

to
 b

io
lo

gi
ca

l v
ar

ia
bi

lit
y,

 it
 is

 p
os

sib
le

 th
at

 a
n 

in
di

vid
ua

l’s
 m

ea
su

re
m

en
ts

 c
an

 e
xc

ee
d 

th
e 

BE
I w

ith
ou

t i
nc

ur
rin

g 
an

 in
cr

ea
se

d 
he

al
th

 ri
sk

. C
on

ve
rs

el
y,

 th
er

e 
m

ay
 b

e 
so

m
e 

su
sc

ep
tib

le
 in

di
vid

ua
ls 

w
ho

 m
ay

 b
e 

ha
rm

ed
 a

t l
ev

el
s b

el
ow

 th
e 

BE
I. 

33
. 

If 
m

ea
su

re
m

en
ts

 in
 s

pe
cim

en
s 

ob
ta

in
ed

 fr
om

 a
 w

or
ke

r o
n 

di
ffe

re
nt

 o
cc

as
io

ns
 p

er
sis

te
nt

ly
 e

xc
ee

d 
th

e 
BE

I, 
or

 if
 th

e 
m

aj
or

ity
 o

f m
ea

su
re

m
en

ts
 in

 
sp

ec
im

en
s 

ob
ta

in
ed

 fr
om

 a
 g

ro
up

 o
f w

or
ke

rs
 a

t t
he

 s
am

e 
w

or
kp

la
ce

 e
xc

ee
d 

th
e 

BE
I, 

th
e 

ca
us

e 
of

 th
e 

ex
ce

ss
ive

 v
al

ue
s 

m
us

t b
e 

in
ve

st
ig

at
ed

 a
nd

 
pr

op
er

 a
ct

io
n 

be
 ta

ke
n 

to
 re

du
ce

 th
e 

ex
po

su
re

. 
34

. 
BE

Is 
ap

pl
y 

to
 e

ig
ht

-h
ou

r e
xp

os
ur

es
, f

ive
 d

ay
s a

 w
ee

k.
 H

ow
ev

er
, B

EI
s f

or
 d

iff
er

in
g 

w
or

k 
sc

he
du

le
s m

ay
 b

e 
ex

tr
ap

ol
at

ed
 o

n 
to

xic
ok

in
et

ic 
gr

ou
nd

s. 
BE

Is 
sh

ou
ld

 n
ot

 b
e 

ap
pl

ie
d,

 e
ith

er
 d

ire
ct

ly
 o

r t
hr

ou
gh

 a
 c

on
ve

rs
io

n 
fa

ct
or

, i
n 

th
e 

de
te

rm
in

at
io

n 
of

 s
af

e 
le

ve
ls 

fo
r n

on
-o

cc
up

at
io

na
l e

xp
os

ur
e 

to
 a

ir 
an

d 
w

at
er

 p
ol

lu
ta

nt
s, 

or
 fo

od
 co

nt
am

in
an

ts
. T

he
 B

EI
s a

re
 n

ot
 in

te
nd

ed
 fo

r u
se

 a
s a

 m
ea

su
re

 o
f a

dv
er

se
 e

ffe
ct

s o
r f

or
 d

ia
gn

os
is 

of
 o

cc
up

at
io

na
l d

ise
as

e.
 

35
. 

Ac
tu

al
 e

xp
os

ur
es

 c
an

 b
e 

de
te

rm
in

ed
 u

sin
g 

so
m

e 
of

 th
e 

ab
ov

e 
m

et
ho

ds
, b

ut
 it

 is
 im

po
rt

an
t t

o 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 th
e 

lim
ita

tio
ns

 o
f r

es
ul

ts
. T

he
 le

ve
l o

f a
 

ha
za

rd
ou

s c
he

m
ica

l o
r i

ts
 m

et
ab

ol
ite

s i
n 

th
e 

bo
dy

 d
oe

s n
ot

 n
ec

es
sa

ril
y 

co
rr

el
at

e 
w

ith
 e

xp
os

ur
e 

to
 th

e 
ha

za
rd

ou
s c

he
m

ica
ls,

 sy
m

pt
om

s o
r d

am
ag

e 
to

 
he

al
th

. 

Ba
ck

gr
ou

nd
 to

 e
xp

os
ur

e 
lim

its
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 36
. 

Tw
o 

ty
pe

s o
f O

EL
s a

re
 d

ef
in

ed
 in

 re
gu

la
tio

n 
1 

of
 th

e 
HC

A 
Re

gu
la

tio
ns

. T
he

 tw
o 

ty
pe

s a
re

 O
EL

 - 
m

ax
im

um
 li

m
it 

(O
EL

-M
L)

 a
nd

 O
EL

 - 
re

st
ric

te
d 

lim
it 

(O
EL

-R
L)

, a
s l

ist
ed

 in
 T

ab
le

s 2
 a

nd
 3

 o
f A

nn
ex

ur
e 

2.
 

37
. 

Re
gu

la
tio

n 
10

 o
f t

he
 H

CA
 R

eg
ul

at
io

ns
 la

ys
 d

ow
n 

th
e 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 fo
r t

he
 u

se
 o

f a
n 

OE
L-

M
L 

an
d 

an
 O

EL
-R

L 
fo

r a
n 

HC
A 

fo
r t

he
 p

ur
po

se
 o

f a
ch

ie
vin

g 
ad

eq
ua

te
 co

nt
ro

l. 
Re

gu
la

tio
n 

10
(1

) r
eq

ui
re

s t
ha

t, 
w

he
re

 th
er

e 
is 

ex
po

su
re

 to
 a

n 
ag

en
t f

or
 w

hi
ch

 a
n 

OE
L-

M
L i

s s
pe

cif
ie

d 
in

 T
ab

le
 2

 o
f A

nn
ex

ur
e 

2,
 th

e 
co

nt
ro

l o
f e

xp
os

ur
e 

m
us

t, 
so

 fa
r a

s i
nh

al
at

io
n 

of
 th

at
 a

ge
nt

 is
 c

on
ce

rn
ed

, b
e 

tr
ea

te
d 

as
 a

de
qu

at
e 

on
ly 

if 
th

e 
le

ve
l o

f e
xp

os
ur

e 
is 

re
du

ce
d 

as
 fa

r a
s i

s 
re

as
on

ab
ly 

pr
ac

tic
ab

le
 a

nd
, i

n 
an

y c
as

e,
 b

el
ow

 th
e 

OE
L-

M
L. 

38
. 

Th
er

e 
is 

no
 fi

xe
d 

tim
ef

ra
m

e 
fo

r t
he

 p
ub

lic
at

io
n 

of
 n

ew
 o

r r
ev

ise
d 

OE
Ls

 o
r B

EI
s. 

39
. 

Re
gu

la
tio

n 
10

(1
) o

f t
he

 H
CA

 R
eg

ul
at

io
ns

 re
qu

ire
s t

ha
t, 

w
he

re
 th

er
e 

is 
ex

po
su

re
 to

 a
n 

ag
en

t f
or

 w
hi

ch
 a

n 
OE

L-
RL

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
as

sig
ne

d,
 th

e 
co

nt
ro

l o
f 

ex
po

su
re

 m
us

t, 
so

 fa
r a

s i
nh

al
at

io
n 

of
 th

at
 a

ge
nt

 is
 co

nc
er

ne
d,

 b
e 

tr
ea

te
d 

as
 a

de
qu

at
e 

if—
 

(a
) 

th
at

 O
EL

-R
L i

s n
ot

 e
xc

ee
de

d;
 o

r 
(b

) 
w

he
re

 th
at

 O
EL

-R
L 

is 
ex

ce
ed

ed
, t

he
 e

m
pl

oy
er

 id
en

tif
ie

s t
he

 re
as

on
s f

or
 th

e 
ex

ce
ed

in
g 

of
 th

e 
st

an
da

rd
 a

nd
 ta

ke
s a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 a

ct
io

n 
to

 re
m

ed
y t

he
 si

tu
at

io
n 

as
 so

on
 a

s i
s r

ea
so

na
bl

y p
ra

ct
ica

bl
e.

 

Se
tt

in
g 

oc
cu

pa
tio

na
l e

xp
os

ur
e 

lim
its

 

40
. 

OE
L-

RL
s 

an
d 

OE
L-

M
Ls

 a
re

 p
ro

po
se

d 
by

 th
e 

St
an

di
ng

 T
ec

hn
ica

l C
om

m
itt

ee
 N

o.
 7

, (
TC

7)
, r

ev
ie

w
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

ch
ie

f i
ns

pe
ct

or
, a

pp
ro

ve
d 

by
 th

e 
Ad

vis
or

y 
Co

un
cil

 fo
r O

cc
up

at
io

na
l H

ea
lth

 a
nd

 S
af

et
y a

nd
 p

ro
m

ul
ga

te
d 

by
 th

e 
M

in
ist

er
. 

41
. 

Fo
r b

ot
h 

OE
L-

M
Ls

 a
nd

 O
EL

-R
Ls

, a
s l

ist
ed

 in
 T

ab
le

s 2
 a

nd
 3

 o
f A

nn
ex

ur
e 

2,
 th

e 
in

te
nt

 is
 to

 p
ro

vid
e 

a 
le

ve
l o

f m
in

im
um

 p
ro

te
ct

io
n 

fo
r a

ll 
w

or
ke

rs
 in

 th
e 

Re
pu

bl
ic.

 
42

. 
An

 O
EL

-M
L 

is 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 a

ss
ig

ne
d 

to
 a

n 
ag

en
t 

w
ith

 s
er

io
us

 a
dv

er
se

 im
pl

ica
tio

ns
 fo

r 
th

e 
he

al
th

 o
f w

or
ke

rs
 e

xp
os

ed
 t

o 
th

e 
ag

en
t. 

Su
ch

 e
ffe

ct
s 

ar
e 

re
la

te
d 

to
 a

n 
ag

en
t b

ei
ng

 a
 ca

rc
in

og
en

, s
en

sit
ise

r, 
te

ra
to

ge
n 

or
 m

ut
ag

en
. H

ow
ev

er
, t

ho
se

 w
ith

 lo
w

er
 o

rd
er

s o
f p

ot
en

cy
 m

ay
 n

ot
 b

e 
as

sig
ne

d 
an

 O
EL

-
M

L. 
43

. 
Th

e 
Am

er
ica

n 
Co

nf
er

en
ce

 o
f G

ov
er

nm
en

ta
l I

nd
us

tr
ia

l H
yg

ie
ni

st
s (

AC
GI

H)
 th

re
sh

ol
d 

lim
it 

va
lu

es
 (T

LV
s)

 a
nd

 b
io

lo
gi

ca
l e

xp
os

ur
e 

lim
its

 (B
EI

s)
 re

pr
es

en
t 

a 
sc

ie
nt

ifi
c 

op
in

io
n,

 w
hi

ch
 a

re
 h

ea
lth

-b
as

ed
 v

al
ue

s 
w

he
re

 e
xp

os
ur

e 
at

 th
es

e 
lim

its
 d

oe
s 

no
t c

re
at

e 
an

 u
nr

ea
so

na
bl

e 
ris

k 
of

 d
ise

as
e 

or
 in

ju
ry

. T
he

 
TL

Vs
 a

nd
 B

EI
s 

ar
e 

es
ta

bl
ish

ed
 b

y 
co

m
m

itt
ee

s 
th

at
 r

ev
ie

w
 e

xis
tin

g 
pu

bl
ish

ed
 a

nd
 p

ee
r 

re
vie

w
ed

 li
te

ra
tu

re
 in

 v
ar

io
us

 s
cie

nt
ifi

c 
di

sc
ip

lin
es

. T
he

se
 

di
sc

ip
lin

es
 in

clu
de

 o
cc

up
at

io
na

l h
yg

ie
ne

, t
ox

ico
lo

gy
, o

cc
up

at
io

na
l m

ed
ici

ne
 a

nd
 e

pi
de

m
io

lo
gy

. 
44

. 
Th

e 
pr

im
ar

y 
m

et
ho

d 
fo

r s
et

tin
g 

an
 O

EL
 is

 to
 d

ou
bl

e 
th

e 
AC

GI
H 

TL
V.

 T
hi

s p
ro

vid
es

 a
 u

ni
fo

rm
 a

nd
 sy

st
em

at
ic 

m
et

ho
d 

th
at

 c
on

sid
er

s t
he

 p
rin

cip
le

 o
f 

re
as

on
ab

ly 
pr

ac
tic

ab
le

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 b

ot
h 

he
al

th
 ri

sk
 a

nd
 s

oc
io

-e
co

no
m

ic 
im

pa
ct

s. 
Gu

id
el

in
e 

va
lu

es
 s

uc
h 

as
 th

e 
AC

GI
H 

TL
Vs

 a
nd

 N
IO

SH
 R

EL
s 

co
ns

id
er

 
on

ly 
he

al
th

 ri
sk

 a
nd

 n
ot

 so
cio

-e
co

no
m

ic 
im

pa
ct

s, 
so

 it
 fo

llo
w

s t
ha

t t
he

se
 a

re
 n

ot
 co

m
pa

ra
bl

e 
to

 th
e 

OE
L-

RL
 a

nd
 O

EL
-M

L. 
45

. 
Fo

r e
xp

os
ur

e 
to

 a
ge

nt
s t

ha
t a

re
 p

re
do

m
in

an
tly

 a
ss

oc
ia

te
d 

w
ith

 m
in

in
g 

op
er

at
io

ns
, c

on
sid

er
at

io
n 

w
ill

 b
e 

gi
ve

n 
to

 a
lig

n 
OE

L-
RL

s a
nd

 O
EL

-M
Ls

 w
ith

 th
e 

De
pa

rt
m

en
t o

f M
in

er
al

 R
es

ou
rc

es
. A

n 
ex

am
pl

e 
is 

se
tti

ng
 o

f t
he

 O
EL

 fo
r s

ili
ca

. 
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 46
. 

W
ith

 th
e 

ex
te

ns
ive

 n
um

be
r o

f O
EL

s a
nd

 in
du

st
ry

 p
ro

ce
ss

es
, i

t i
s b

ey
on

d 
th

e 
re

so
ur

ce
s o

f T
C7

 to
 c

on
sid

er
 a

ll 
so

cio
-e

co
no

m
ic 

im
pa

ct
s o

n 
in

du
st

ry
 a

s 
w

el
l a

s 
th

e 
ra

ng
e 

of
 u

se
 o

f t
he

 O
EL

 w
ith

in
 in

du
st

ry
. T

o 
m

iti
ga

te
 t

hi
s 

ris
k,

 T
C7

 m
ay

 r
eq

ue
st

 in
te

re
st

ed
 o

r 
af

fe
ct

ed
 p

ar
tie

s 
to

 s
ub

m
it 

su
bs

ta
nt

ive
 

ev
id

en
ce

 to
 T

C7
 fo

r c
on

sid
er

at
io

n 
of

 a
 ch

an
ge

 to
 th

e 
OE

L. 
47

. 
Th

e 
fin

al
 O

EL
-R

Ls
 a

nd
 O

EL
-M

Ls
 w

ill
 fo

rm
 a

 co
m

bi
na

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
ou

tc
om

es
 o

f p
ar

ag
ra

ph
s 4

2,
 4

3 
an

d 
44

. 

Ap
pl

yi
ng

 o
cc

up
at

io
na

l e
xp

os
ur

e 
lim

its
 

Ge
ne

ra
l 

48
. 

Th
e 

lis
ts

 o
f O

EL
s g

ive
n 

in
 T

ab
le

 2
 a

nd
 T

ab
le

 3
 o

f A
nn

ex
ur

e 
2,

 u
nl

es
s o

th
er

w
ise

 st
at

ed
, r

el
at

e 
to

 p
er

so
na

l e
xp

os
ur

e 
to

 a
ge

nt
s h

az
ar

do
us

 to
 h

ea
lth

 in
 

th
e 

ai
r o

f t
he

 w
or

kp
la

ce
. 

Un
its

 o
f m

ea
su

re
m

en
t 

49
. 

Fo
r O

EL
s, 

co
nc

en
tr

at
io

ns
 o

f g
as

es
 a

nd
 v

ap
ou

rs
 in

 a
ir 

ar
e 

us
ua

lly
 e

xp
re

ss
ed

 in
 p

ar
ts

 p
er

 m
ill

io
n 

(p
pm

), 
a 

m
ea

su
re

 o
f c

on
ce

nt
ra

tio
n 

by
 v

ol
um

e,
 b

ut
, 

m
ay

 a
lso

 b
e 

ex
pr

es
se

d 
in

 m
ill

ig
ra

m
s 

pe
r 

cu
bi

c 
m

et
re

 o
f a

ir 
(m

g/
m

³),
 a

 m
ea

su
re

 o
f c

on
ce

nt
ra

tio
n 

by
 m

as
s. 

Co
nc

en
tr

at
io

ns
 o

f a
irb

or
ne

 p
ar

tic
le

s 
(fu

m
e,

 d
us

t, 
et

c.)
 a

re
 u

su
al

ly
 e

xp
re

ss
ed

 in
 m

g/
m

³. 
In

 th
e 

ca
se

 o
f a

irb
or

ne
 p

ar
tic

ul
at

es
, t

he
 li

m
its

, w
he

re
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

, i
n 

Ta
bl

e 
2 

an
d 

Ta
bl

e 
3 

re
fe

r t
o 

th
e 

in
ha

la
bl

e 
pa

rt
icu

la
te

 m
at

te
r, 

un
le

ss
 s

pe
cif

ica
lly

 in
di

ca
te

d 
as

 r
ef

er
rin

g 
to

 t
he

 r
es

pi
ra

bl
e 

pa
rt

icu
la

te
 m

at
te

r. 
In

 t
he

 c
as

e 
of

 m
an

-m
ad

e 
m

in
er

al
 

fib
re

s, 
th

e 
lim

it 
is 

ex
pr

es
se

d 
as

 fi
br

es
 p

er
 m

ill
ili

tr
e 

of
 a

ir 
(f/

m
l).

 
50

. 
OE

Ls
 fo

r p
ro

hi
bi

te
d 

ag
en

ts
 a

re
 n

ot
 p

ro
vid

ed
 in

 T
ab

le
 2

 o
f A

nn
ex

ur
e 

2.
 T

he
 re

as
on

 fo
r t

hi
s e

xc
lu

sio
n 

is 
th

at
, a

s p
ro

hi
bi

te
d 

ag
en

ts
, t

he
 a

ge
nt

s m
ay

 n
ot

 
be

 u
se

d 
w

ith
in

 th
e 

w
or

kp
la

ce
 a

nd
 so

 it
 is

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 th
at

 th
es

e 
HC

As
 a

re
 n

ot
 p

ro
vid

ed
 w

ith
 O

EL
s. 

Oc
cu

pa
tio

na
l e

xp
os

ur
e 

lim
it 

- c
on

tr
ol

 li
m

it:
 O

EL
-M

L (
Ta

bl
e 

2 
of

 A
nn

ex
ur

e 
2)

 

51
. 

An
 O

EL
-M

L 
is 

th
e 

m
ax

im
um

 c
on

ce
nt

ra
tio

n 
of

 a
n 

ai
rb

or
ne

 a
ge

nt
, a

ve
ra

ge
d 

ov
er

 a
 r

ef
er

en
ce

 p
er

io
d,

 t
o 

w
hi

ch
 e

m
pl

oy
ee

s 
m

ay
 b

e 
ex

po
se

d 
by

 
in

ha
la

tio
n 

un
de

r a
ny

 ci
rc

um
st

an
ce

s, 
an

d 
is 

sp
ec

ifi
ed

 to
ge

th
er

 w
ith

 th
e 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 re

fe
re

nc
e 

pe
rio

d 
in

 T
ab

le
 2

 o
f A

nn
ex

ur
e 

2.
 

52
. 

Re
gu

la
tio

n 
10

(1
) o

f t
he

 H
CA

 R
eg

ul
at

io
ns

, w
he

n 
re

ad
 in

 co
nj

un
ct

io
n 

w
ith

 th
e 

Ac
t, 

im
po

se
s a

 d
ut

y 
on

 th
e 

em
pl

oy
er

 to
 ta

ke
 a

ll 
re

as
on

ab
le

 p
re

ca
ut

io
ns

 
an

d 
to

 e
ns

ur
e 

th
at

 e
xp

os
ur

e 
is 

ke
pt

 a
s f

ar
 b

el
ow

 a
n 

OE
L-

M
L a

s i
s r

ea
so

na
bl

y p
ra

ct
ica

bl
e.

 
53

. 
To

 c
om

pl
y 

w
ith

 th
is 

du
ty

, i
n 

th
e 

ca
se

 o
f a

ge
nt

s 
w

ith
 a

n 
ei

gh
t-h

ou
r r

ef
er

en
ce

 p
er

io
d,

 e
m

pl
oy

er
s 

sh
ou

ld
 u

nd
er

ta
ke

 a
 p

ro
gr

am
m

e 
of

 m
on

ito
rin

g,
 in

 
ac

co
rd

an
ce

 w
ith

 re
gu

la
tio

n 
6,

 so
 th

at
 th

ey
 c

an
 sh

ow
 (i

f i
t i

s t
he

 c
as

e)
 th

at
 a

n 
OE

L-
M

L 
is 

no
t e

xc
ee

de
d.

 S
uc

h 
a 

m
on

ito
rin

g 
pr

og
ra

m
m

e 
ne

ed
s n

ot
 b

e 
un

de
rt

ak
en

 if
 th

e 
as

se
ss

m
en

t c
ar

rie
d 

ou
t i

n 
ac

co
rd

an
ce

 w
ith

 re
gu

la
tio

n 
5 

sh
ow

s t
ha

t t
he

 le
ve

l o
f e

xp
os

ur
e 

is 
m

os
t u

nl
ik

el
y 

ev
er

 to
 e

xc
ee

d 
an

 O
EL

-
M

L. 
Fo

r a
ge

nt
s a

ss
ig

ne
d 

a 
ce

ili
ng

 li
m

it,
 su

ch
 va

lu
e 

sh
ou

ld
 n

ev
er

 b
e 

ex
ce

ed
ed

. 
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 54
. 

Th
e 

as
se

ss
m

en
t s

ho
ul

d 
al

so
 b

e 
us

ed
 to

 d
et

er
m

in
e 

th
e 

ex
te

nt
 to

 w
hi

ch
 it

 is
 re

as
on

ab
ly 

pr
ac

tic
ab

le
 to

 re
du

ce
 e

xp
os

ur
e 

fu
rt

he
r b

el
ow

 a
n 

OE
L-

M
L, 

as
 

re
qu

ire
d 

by
 re

gu
la

tio
n 

10
(1

). 
In

 a
ss

es
sin

g 
re

as
on

ab
le

 p
ra

ct
ica

bi
lit

y,
 th

e 
na

tu
re

 o
f t

he
 ri

sk
 p

re
se

nt
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

ag
en

t i
n 

qu
es

tio
n 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
w

ei
gh

ed
 

ag
ai

ns
t t

he
 co

st
 a

nd
 th

e 
ef

fo
rt

 in
vo

lve
d 

in
 ta

ki
ng

 m
ea

su
re

s t
o 

re
du

ce
 th

e 
ris

k.
 (S

ee
 re

as
on

ab
ly

 p
ra

ct
ica

bl
e 

as
 d

ef
in

ed
 in

 th
e 

Ac
t.)

 

Oc
cu

pa
tio

na
l e

xp
os

ur
e 

lim
it 

- r
es

tr
ict

ed
 li

m
it:

 O
EL

-R
L (

Ta
bl

e 
3 )

 

55
. 

An
 O

EL
-R

L 
is 

th
e 

co
nc

en
tr

at
io

n 
of

 a
n 

ai
rb

or
ne

 a
ge

nt
, a

ve
ra

ge
d 

ov
er

 a
 r

ef
er

en
ce

 p
er

io
d,

 a
t 

w
hi

ch
, a

cc
or

di
ng

 t
o 

cu
rr

en
t 

kn
ow

le
dg

e,
 t

he
re

 is
 n

o 
ev

id
en

ce
 th

at
 it

 is
 lik

el
y t

o 
be

 in
ju

rio
us

 to
 e

m
pl

oy
ee

s i
f t

he
y a

re
 e

xp
os

ed
 b

y i
nh

al
at

io
n,

 d
ay

 a
fte

r d
ay

, t
o 

th
at

 co
nc

en
tr

at
io

n.
 

56
. 

Fo
r a

n 
ag

en
t w

hi
ch

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
as

sig
ne

d 
an

 O
EL

-R
L, 

ex
po

su
re

 b
y 

in
ha

la
tio

n 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

re
du

ce
d 

to
 th

at
 s

ta
nd

ar
d.

 H
ow

ev
er

, i
f e

xp
os

ur
e 

by
 in

ha
la

tio
n 

ex
ce

ed
s t

he
 O

EL
-R

L, 
th

en
 co

nt
ro

l w
ill

 st
ill

 b
e 

de
em

ed
 to

 b
e 

ad
eq

ua
te

, p
ro

vid
ed

 th
at

 th
e 

em
pl

oy
er

 h
as

 id
en

tif
ie

d 
w

hy
 th

e 
OE

L-
RL

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
ex

ce
ed

ed
 

an
d 

is 
ta

ki
ng

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 s
te

ps
 to

 c
om

pl
y 

w
ith

 th
e 

OE
L-

RL
 a

s 
so

on
 a

s 
re

as
on

ab
ly

 p
ra

ct
ica

bl
e.

 In
 s

uc
h 

a 
ca

se
, t

he
 e

m
pl

oy
er

's 
ob

je
ct

ive
 m

us
t b

e 
to

 
re

du
ce

 e
xp

os
ur

e 
to

 th
e 

OE
L-

RL
, b

ut
 th

e 
fin

al
 a

ch
ie

ve
m

en
t o

f t
hi

s o
bj

ec
tiv

e 
m

ay
 ta

ke
 so

m
e 

tim
e.

 T
he

 a
ss

es
sm

en
t u

nd
er

 re
gu

la
tio

n 
5 

w
ill

 d
et

er
m

in
e 

th
e 

ur
ge

nc
y 

of
 t

he
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

 a
ct

io
n,

 t
ak

in
g 

in
to

 a
cc

ou
nt

 t
he

 e
xt

en
t 

an
d 

co
st

 o
f t

he
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

m
ea

su
re

s 
in

 r
el

at
io

n 
to

 t
he

 n
at

ur
e 

an
d 

de
gr

ee
 o

f 
ex

po
su

re
 in

vo
lve

d.
 

57
. 

Co
nt

ro
l o

f a
n 

OE
L-

RL
 a

s 
pr

es
cr

ib
ed

 in
 r

eg
ul

at
io

n 
10

(1
)(a

) c
an

 a
lw

ay
s 

be
 r

eg
ar

de
d 

as
 a

de
qu

at
e 

co
nt

ro
l o

f t
ha

t a
ge

nt
 fo

r 
th

e 
pu

rp
os

e 
of

 th
e 

HC
A 

Re
gu

la
tio

ns
, s

o 
fa

r 
as

 e
xp

os
ur

e 
fro

m
 in

ha
la

tio
n 

is 
co

nc
er

ne
d.

 H
ow

ev
er

, d
ue

 t
o 

th
e 

va
ria

tio
ns

 in
 p

ro
ce

ss
 c

on
tr

ol
 a

nd
 t

he
 f

lu
ct

ua
tio

ns
 in

 a
ge

nt
 

co
nc

en
tr

at
io

ns
 in

 th
e 

w
or

kp
la

ce
, i

t w
ill

 b
e 

pr
ud

en
t f

or
 e

m
pl

oy
er

s t
o 

re
du

ce
 e

xp
os

ur
e 

be
lo

w
 a

n 
OE

L-
RL

 to
 e

ns
ur

e 
th

at
 th

e 
ex

po
su

re
 o

f a
ll 

em
pl

oy
ee

s 
do

es
 n

ot
 e

xc
ee

d 
th

at
 O

EL
-R

L. 
Si

m
ila

rly
, i

t 
is 

no
t 

in
te

nd
ed

 t
ha

t 
th

e 
st

at
ut

or
y 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 u
nd

er
 r

eg
ul

at
io

n 
10

(1
) s

ho
ul

d 
di

sc
ou

ra
ge

 t
he

 fu
rt

he
r 

ap
pl

ica
tio

n 
of

 g
oo

d 
oc

cu
pa

tio
na

l h
yg

ie
ne

 p
rin

cip
le

s i
n 

or
de

r t
o 

re
du

ce
 e

xp
os

ur
e 

be
lo

w
 th

e 
OE

L-
RL

. 

Lo
ng

-te
rm

 a
nd

 sh
or

t-t
er

m
 e

xp
os

ur
e 

lim
its

 

58
. 

Ef
fe

ct
s 

of
 e

xp
os

ur
e 

to
 a

ge
nt

s 
ha

za
rd

ou
s 

to
 h

ea
lth

 v
ar

y 
co

ns
id

er
ab

ly 
de

pe
nd

in
g 

on
 t

he
 n

at
ur

e 
of

 t
he

 a
ge

nt
 a

nd
 t

he
 p

at
te

rn
 o

f e
xp

os
ur

e.
 S

om
e 

ef
fe

ct
s r

eq
ui

re
 p

ro
lo

ng
ed

 o
r a

cc
um

ul
at

ed
 e

xp
os

ur
e.

 T
he

 lo
ng

-te
rm

 (e
ig

ht
-h

ou
r T

W
A)

 e
xp

os
ur

e 
lim

it 
is 

in
te

nd
ed

 to
 co

nt
ro

l s
uc

h 
ef

fe
ct

s b
y 

re
st

ric
tin

g 
th

e 
to

ta
l i

nt
ak

e 
by

 in
ha

la
tio

n 
ov

er
 o

ne
 o

r m
or

e 
w

or
k 

sh
ift

s, 
de

pe
nd

in
g 

on
 th

e 
le

ng
th

 o
f t

he
 sh

ift
. O

th
er

 e
ffe

ct
s m

ay
 b

e 
se

en
 a

fte
r b

rie
f e

xp
os

ur
es

. 
Sh

or
t-t

er
m

 e
xp

os
ur

e 
lim

its
 (u

su
al

ly 
15

 m
in

ut
es

) m
ay

 b
e 

ap
pl

ie
d 

to
 co

nt
ro

l t
he

se
 e

ffe
ct

s. 
Fo

r t
ho

se
 H

CA
s f

or
 w

hi
ch

 n
o 

sh
or

t-t
er

m
 li

m
it 

is 
sp

ec
ifi

ed
, i

t 
is 

re
co

m
m

en
de

d 
th

at
 a

 f
ig

ur
e 

of
 t

hr
ee

 t
im

es
 t

he
 lo

ng
-te

rm
 li

m
it 

be
 u

se
d 

as
 a

 g
ui

de
lin

e 
fo

r 
co

nt
ro

lli
ng

 s
ho

rt-
te

rm
 p

ea
ks

 in
 e

xp
os

ur
e.

 S
om

e 
w

or
kp

la
ce

 a
ct

ivi
tie

s g
ive

 ri
se

 to
 fr

eq
ue

nt
 sh

or
t p

er
io

ds
 (l

es
s t

ha
n 

15
 m

in
ut

es
) o

f h
ig

h 
ex

po
su

re
 w

hi
ch

, i
f a

ve
ra

ge
d 

ov
er

 ti
m

e,
 d

o 
no

t e
xc

ee
d 

ei
th

er
 a

n 
ei

gh
t-h

ou
r T

W
A 

or
 a

 1
5-

m
in

ut
e 

TW
A.

 S
uc

h 
ex

po
su

re
s h

av
e 

th
e 

po
te

nt
ia

l t
o 

ca
us

e 
ha

rm
 a

nd
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

su
bj

ec
t t

o 
re

as
on

ab
ly 

pr
ac

tic
ab

le
 m

ea
su

re
s t

o 
pr

ot
ec

t t
he

 w
or

ke
r. 

59
. 

Ce
ili

ng
 li

m
its

 a
re

 s
et

 fo
r H

CA
s 

th
at

 a
re

 p
re

do
m

in
an

tly
 fa

st
 a

ct
in

g 
an

d 
w

ho
se

 O
EL

s 
ar

e 
m

or
e 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
ly

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
th

is 
pa

rt
icu

la
r r

es
po

ns
e.

 H
CA

s 
w

ith
 th

is 
ty

pe
 o

f r
es

po
ns

e 
ar

e 
be

st
 co

nt
ro

lle
d 

by
 a

n 
OE

L-
C 

th
at

 sh
ou

ld
 n

ot
 b

e 
ex

ce
ed

ed
. I

t i
s i

m
pl

ici
t t

ha
t t

he
 m

an
ne

r o
f s

am
pl

in
g 

to
 d

et
er

m
in

e 
no

n-
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co
m

pl
ia

nc
e 

w
ith

 th
e 

OE
L-

C 
fo

r e
ac

h 
sim

ila
r e

xp
os

ur
e 

gr
ou

p 
m

us
t d

iff
er

. C
on

se
qu

en
tly

, a
 s

in
gl

e,
 b

rie
f s

am
pl

e 
th

at
 is

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 to

 a
n 

OE
L-

C 
is 

no
t 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 t

o 
th

e 
OE

L-
TW

A;
 h

er
e 

a 
su

ffi
cie

nt
 n

um
be

r 
of

 s
am

pl
es

 a
re

 n
ee

de
d 

to
 p

er
m

it 
de

te
rm

in
at

io
n 

of
 a

 T
W

A 
co

nc
en

tr
at

io
n 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 a

 
co

m
pl

et
e 

cy
cle

 o
f o

pe
ra

tio
n 

or
 th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 th
e 

w
or

k 
sh

ift
. W

he
re

as
 th

e 
OE

L-
C 

pl
ac

es
 a

 d
ef

in
ite

 b
ou

nd
ar

y 
th

at
 e

xp
os

ur
e 

co
nc

en
tr

at
io

ns
 sh

ou
ld

 n
ot

 
be

 p
er

m
itt

ed
 to

 e
xc

ee
d,

 th
e 

OE
L-

TW
A 

re
qu

ire
s 

an
 e

xp
lic

it 
lim

it 
to

 th
e 

ex
cu

rs
io

ns
 w

hi
ch

 a
re

 a
cc

ep
ta

bl
e 

to
 th

e 
pr

om
ul

ga
te

d 
TL

V-
TW

As
. H

CA
s 

w
ith

 
ce

ili
ng

 li
m

its
 a

re
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

in
 T

ab
le

 2
 a

nd
 3

 in
 A

nn
ex

ur
e 

2,
 in

 th
e 

co
lu

m
n 

"S
TE

L/
C"

, b
y m

ea
ns

 o
f a

 "C
" n

ot
at

io
n.

 
60

. 
Bo

th
 th

e 
lo

ng
-te

rm
 a

nd
 sh

or
t-t

er
m

 e
xp

os
ur

e 
lim

its
 a

re
 e

xp
re

ss
ed

 a
s 

ai
rb

or
ne

 c
on

ce
nt

ra
tio

ns
 a

ve
ra

ge
d 

ov
er

 a
 s

pe
cif

ie
d 

pe
rio

d 
of

 ti
m

e.
 T

he
 p

er
io

d 
fo

r t
he

 lo
ng

-te
rm

 li
m

it 
is 

no
rm

al
ly 

ei
gh

t h
ou

rs
, w

he
n 

a 
di

ffe
re

nt
 p

er
io

d 
is 

us
ed

 th
is 

is 
st

at
ed

. T
he

 a
ve

ra
gi

ng
 p

er
io

d 
fo

r t
he

 sh
or

t-t
er

m
 e

xp
os

ur
e 

lim
it 

is 
no

rm
al

ly 
15

 m
in

ut
es

, s
uc

h 
a 

lim
it 

ap
pl

yin
g 

to
 a

ny
 1

5-
m

in
ut

e 
pe

rio
d 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 th

e 
w

or
ki

ng
 sh

ift
. E

xp
os

ur
e 

to
 a

ge
nt

s h
az

ar
do

us
 to

 h
ea

lth
 sh

ou
ld

 
be

 ca
lcu

la
te

d 
ac

co
rd

in
g 

to
 th

e 
ap

pr
ov

ed
 m

et
ho

d,
 w

hi
ch

 is
 re

pr
od

uc
ed

 in
 A

nn
ex

ur
e 

3.
 

Lim
ita

tio
ns

 to
 th

e 
ap

pl
ica

tio
n 

of
 e

xp
os

ur
e 

lim
its

 

61
. 

Th
e 

lis
t o

f O
EL

s, 
un

le
ss

 o
th

er
w

ise
 st

at
ed

, r
el

at
es

 to
 p

er
so

na
l e

xp
os

ur
e 

to
 a

ge
nt

s h
az

ar
do

us
 to

 h
ea

lth
 in

 th
e 

ai
r o

f t
he

 w
or

kp
la

ce
. T

he
 li

m
its

 ca
nn

ot
 b

e 
ad

ap
te

d 
re

ad
ily

 to
 e

va
lu

at
e 

or
 c

on
tr

ol
 n

on
-o

cc
up

at
io

na
l e

xp
os

ur
e,

 e
.g

. l
ev

el
s 

of
 c

on
ta

m
in

at
io

n 
in

 th
e 

ne
ig

hb
ou

rh
oo

d 
clo

se
 to

 a
n 

in
du

st
ria

l p
la

nt
. 

OE
Ls

 a
re

 a
pp

ro
ve

d 
on

ly
 f

or
 a

pp
lic

at
io

n 
to

 p
eo

pl
e 

at
 w

or
k.

 A
lth

ou
gh

 O
EL

s 
ar

e 
de

ve
lo

pe
d 

fo
r 

at
m

os
ph

er
ic 

pr
es

su
re

s 
be

tw
ee

n 
85

 kP
a 

an
d 

10
1,

32
5 

kP
a,

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
ar

ea
s i

n 
So

ut
h 

Af
ric

a 
w

he
re

 th
e 

at
m

os
ph

er
ic 

pr
es

su
re

s a
re

 b
el

ow
 8

5 
kP

a.
 F

or
 p

ra
ct

ica
l p

ur
po

se
s, 

un
co

rr
ec

te
d 

OE
Ls

 m
ay

 b
e 

us
ed

 a
t 

at
m

os
ph

er
ic 

pr
es

su
re

s 
as

 l
ow

 a
s 

80
 kP

a.
 W

he
re

 h
ig

he
r 

at
m

os
ph

er
ic 

pr
es

su
re

s 
m

ay
 b

e 
en

co
un

te
re

d,
 f

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e,

 i
n 

tu
nn

el
lin

g 
or

 
un

de
rw

at
er

 h
yp

er
ba

ric
 c

ha
m

be
rs

, 
su

ch
 s

itu
at

io
ns

 w
ill

 r
eq

ui
re

 s
pe

cia
l 

as
se

ss
m

en
ts

. 
Gu

id
an

ce
 m

ay
 b

e 
so

ug
ht

 i
n 

th
e 

HS
E 

gu
id

an
ce

 d
oc

um
en

t 
"O

cc
up

at
io

na
l e

xp
os

ur
e 

lim
its

 fo
r h

yp
er

ba
ric

 co
nd

iti
on

s"
, w

hi
ch

 is
 a

 h
az

ar
d 

as
se

ss
m

en
t d

oc
um

en
t. 

62
. 

Th
e 

OE
Ls

, a
s s

et
 o

ut
 in

 T
ab

le
s 2

 a
nd

 3
 o

f A
nn

ex
ur

e 
2,

 a
re

 in
te

nd
ed

 to
 b

e 
us

ed
 fo

r n
or

m
al

 w
or

ki
ng

 c
on

di
tio

ns
 in

 w
or

kp
la

ce
s. 

Em
pl

oy
er

s s
ho

ul
d 

al
so

 
ta

ke
 in

to
 a

cc
ou

nt
 t

he
ir 

du
tie

s 
an

d 
th

e 
pr

ov
isi

on
s 

of
 t

he
 N

at
io

na
l E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l M

an
ag

em
en

t 
Ac

t, 
19

98
 (

Ac
t 

No
. 1

07
 o

f 
19

98
). 

OE
Ls

 a
re

 n
ot

, 
ho

w
ev

er
, d

es
ig

ne
d 

to
 d

ea
l w

ith
 se

rio
us

 a
cc

id
en

ts
 o

r e
m

er
ge

nc
ie

s, 
pa

rt
icu

la
rly

 w
he

re
 e

m
pl

oy
ee

s m
ay

 b
e 

ex
po

se
d 

to
 ra

pi
dl

y 
ris

in
g 

co
nc

en
tr

at
io

ns
 o

f 
ga

s, 
as

 m
ay

 a
ris

e 
fro

m
 a

 m
aj

or
 e

sc
ap

e 
du

e 
to

 p
la

nt
 f

ai
lu

re
. O

ve
r 

an
d 

ab
ov

e 
th

ei
r 

re
sp

on
sib

ili
tie

s 
to

 e
ns

ur
e 

th
at

 t
he

 r
eq

ui
re

m
en

ts
 o

f 
th

e 
HC

A 
Re

gu
la

tio
ns

 a
re

 m
et

, e
m

pl
oy

er
s a

lso
 h

av
e 

a 
cle

ar
 re

sp
on

sib
ili

ty
 to

 e
ns

ur
e 

th
at

 th
e 

pl
an

t i
s d

es
ig

ne
d,
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pe

ra
te

d 
an

d 
m
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nt
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ne

d 
in

 a
 w

ay
 th

at
 a

vo
id

s 
ac

cid
en

ts
 a

nd
 e

m
er

ge
nc

ie
s. 

W
he

re
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
, d

et
ec

tio
n,

 a
la

rm
 a

nd
 re

sp
on

se
 m

ea
su

re
s s

ho
ul

d 
be

 u
se

d 
in

 o
rd

er
 to

 m
in

im
ise

 th
e 

ef
fe

ct
 o

f a
ny

 su
ch

 
un

pl
an

ne
d 

ev
en

ts
. T

o 
he

lp
 m
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nt

ai
n 

ad
eq

ua
te

 o
pe

ra
tio

na
l c

on
tr

ol
, e

m
pl

oy
er

s 
m

ay
 fi

nd
 it

 h
el

pf
ul

 t
o 

se
le

ct
 t

he
ir 

ow
n 

in
di

ca
to

rs
 o

f c
on

tr
ol

 w
he

n 
un

de
rt

ak
in

g 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
ns

 o
r c
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ct
ive

 a
ct

io
n.

 

Ex
po

su
re

 in
 m

in
es

 

63
. 

Th
e 

HC
A 

Re
gu

la
tio

ns
 a

nd
 th

e 
OE

Ls
 in

 th
is 

pu
bl

ica
tio

n 
do

 n
ot

 a
pp

ly
 to

 e
xp

os
ur

e 
to

 a
ge

nt
s h

az
ar

do
us

 to
 h

ea
lth

 in
 m

in
es
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s 
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. 
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k 
w

ith
 a
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 s
ub
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HC

A 
Re

gu
la
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os
ur

e 
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r 
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 s
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os
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en
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io
ns
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 th
e 
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ad

 R
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. 

Pe
st
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de

s 

65
. 
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en
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 u
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ive

 in
gr

ed
ie

nt
s i
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r c

he
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r t
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ir 
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m

m
on
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he
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 n
am

es
 m

ay
 so
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 b
e 
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ed

 a
s p

ar
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 o
f t
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 n

am
es
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f p

ro
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ie
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e 
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io
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n 
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l c

as
es

, t
he

 e
xp

os
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e 
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it 
ap

pl
ie

s t
o 
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e 
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c a

ct
ive
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gr
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ie
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s a
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ot
 to

 
th

e 
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at
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n 
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ho
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Du
st

s 

66
. 

Th
e 
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ne

ra
l a

pp
ro
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h 

ne
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y 
to

 c
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tr
ol

 o
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up
at

io
na

l e
xp

os
ur

e 
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 d
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s f

ol
lo

w
s: 

no
t a

ll 
du

st
s h

av
e 

be
en
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ss

ig
ne

d 
OE

Ls
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ut
 th

e 
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ck
 o

f s
uc

h 
lim
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 s

ho
ul

d 
no

t 
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pl
y 

an
 a
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en

ce
 o

f h
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d.
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ic 
ex

po
su
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m
it 

fo
r 

a 
pa

rt
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r 
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, e
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e 
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 b
e 
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te

ly 
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nt
ro
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d.

 W
he

re
 th

er
e 

is 
no

 in
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ca
tio

n 
of

 th
e 
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 fo
r a

 lo
w

er
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, p
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so
na

l e
xp

os
ur

e 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

ke
pt

 b
el
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 b

ot
h 

10
 m
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m

³, 
ei

gh
t-h

ou
r t

im
e-

w
ei

gh
te

d 
av

er
ag

e,
 to

ta
l a

irb
or

ne
 d

us
t a

nd
 5

 m
g/

m
³, 

ei
gh

t-h
ou

r t
im

e-
w

ei
gh

te
d,
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ve

ra
ge

 re
sp

ira
bl

e 
du

st
. S

uc
h,

 o
r g

re
at

er
, d

us
t c

on
ce

nt
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tio
ns

 sh
ou

ld
 

be
 ta

ke
n 
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 e
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es

siv
e 
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en
tr
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ns
. 

67
. 

W
he

re
 d

us
ts

 co
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n 

co
m

po
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nt
s w

hi
ch
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e 
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r o

w
n 
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sig

ne
d 

OE
Ls

, a
ll 
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e 
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va
nt
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m
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ou
ld

 b
e 

co
m

pl
ie

d 
w
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g 
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 p
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bl
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pa
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la
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68
. 

Un
le
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 sp
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ifi

ed
 o

th
er
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EL

s f
or

 a
ll 

ai
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or
ne

 p
ar

tic
ul

at
es

 (H
CA

s c
om

pr
isi

ng
 o

f a
irb

or
ne

 p
ar

tic
ul

at
es

) r
ef

er
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 th
e 

in
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la
bl

e 
pa

rt
icu

la
te

 m
at

te
r o

f 
th

at
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ge
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pl
in
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irb
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t 
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 c
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ou

t 
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d 
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ifi
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lly
 d

es
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ne
d 
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 c

ol
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 t

he
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ha
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bl
e 

pa
rt

icu
la

te
 

m
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te
r o

f t
he
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. I
nh

al
ab

le
 p

ar
tic

ul
at

e 
m

at
te

r a
pp

ro
xim

at
es

 to
 th

e 
pa

rt
icl

e 
siz

e 
fra

ct
io

n 
of

 p
ar

tic
ul

at
es

 th
at

 ca
n 

be
 su

sp
en

de
d 

in
 a

ir 
w

ith
 a

n 
up

pe
r 

siz
e 

lim
it 

of
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pp
ro

xim
at

el
y 1

00
 m

icr
om

et
re

s (
µm

) i
n 

ae
ro

dy
na

m
ic 

di
am

et
er
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69
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Re

sp
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bl
e 
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rt

icu
la

te
 m

at
te

r r
ef
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s t

o 
m

at
er

ia
ls 

th
at

 a
re

 h
az

ar
do

us
 w

he
n 

de
po

sit
ed

 in
 th

e 
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s e
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ha
ng

e 
re

gi
on

 o
f t

he
 lu

ng
. R

es
pi

ra
bl

e 
pa

rt
icu

la
te

s 
ge

ne
ra

lly
 h
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e 

an
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er
od

yn
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ic 
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et

er
 o

f l
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s t
ha

n 
10

 µ
m

 a
nd

 a
 m

ed
ia

n 
of

 4
 µ

m
. T

he
se

 m
at

er
ia

ls 
ar

e 
sa

m
pl

ed
 w

ith
 a

 re
sp

ira
bl

e 
pa

rt
icu

la
te

 m
at

te
r 

sa
m

pl
er

 w
ith

 a
 m

ed
ia

n 
cu

t p
oi

nt
 o

f 4
 µ

m
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In
ha

la
bl

e 
fra

ct
io

n:
 t

he
 m
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s 

fra
ct
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n 

of
 t

ot
al

 a
irb

or
ne

 p
ar

tic
le

s 
w

hi
ch

 is
 in

ha
le

d 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
no

se
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nd
 m

ou
th

, m
ea

su
re

d 
by
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 s

ize
-s

el
ec

tiv
e 

de
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e 
co

nf
or

m
in

g 
to

 a
 sa

m
pl

in
g 

ef
fic

ie
nc

y c
ur

ve
 w

hi
ch

 p
as

se
s t

hr
ou

gh
 th

e 
po

in
ts

 in
 th

e 
ta

bl
e 

be
lo

w
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ro
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1 

W
oo

d 
du

st
 

70
. 

W
oo

d 
du

st
 is

 a
 g

en
er

al
 te

rm
 c

ov
er

in
g 

a 
w

id
e 

va
rie

ty
 o

f a
irb

or
ne

 w
oo

d 
du

st
s. 

Th
e 

he
al

th
 e

ffe
ct

s 
of

 w
oo

d 
du

st
 d

iff
er

 b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
du

st
 g
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er
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ed
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m
 th
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g 
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 d
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er
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t s
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c 
sp
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ie
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 b
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h 
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nd
 s
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t w

oo
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 s

en
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isa
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an
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e 
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at
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n 
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w
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ar

d 
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d 
so

ft 
w

oo
ds

 to
 in

di
ca

te
 r

el
at

ive
 to

xic
ity

 is
 n

ot
 u

se
fu

l. 
Fo

r t
hi

s 
re
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on

, O
EL

s 
ar

e 
in

di
ca

te
d 

by
 s

pe
cie

s 
an

d 
no

t h
ar

d/
so

ft 
w

oo
d 

ca
te

go
ris

at
io

n.
 O

ak
 a
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 b

ee
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re
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ed
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n 
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m
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) c
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ic 
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2 
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us
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um
an
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ic 
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l b

y 
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o 
th
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K)
 

W
oo
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et
 N

o.
 3

0 
an

d 
th

e 
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GI
H 
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EI
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nd

ix 
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ch
 p
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 i
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m
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io
n 

on
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re
e 
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ec

ie
s 

su
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d 
of
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g 
se
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iti
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tio

n.
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t 

is 
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ne
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te
d 
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 m
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ng
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 w
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f 

w
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d 
an

d 
w

oo
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ng
 m
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er
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ls 

su
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 a
s 
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re
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ar
d.
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s s

aw
in

g,
 tu

rn
in

g 
an

d 
ro

ut
in

g 
pr

od
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e 
re
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tiv

el
y c

oa
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e 
du

st
, w

hi
le
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nd

in
g 

an
d 
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se

m
bl

y o
pe

ra
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ns
 g

en
er

at
e 

fin
e 

du
st
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y 
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e 
m
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 o
f w
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d 
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d 
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ng

 m
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ls 
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 a

s 
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re

bo
ar
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. 
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 m
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s m
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l p
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th
e 

ag
en

ts
 a

nd
 th

e 
m

et
ho

ds
 o

f u
se

 p
ro

vid
e 

a 
po

te
nt

ia
l e

xp
os

ur
e 

ro
ut

e 
via

 sk
in

 a
bs

or
pt

io
n,

 th
es

e 
fa

ct
or

s s
ho

ul
d 

be
 ta

ke
n 

in
to

 a
cc

ou
nt

 in
 d

et
er

m
in

in
g 

th
e 

ad
eq

ua
cy

 o
f t

he
 co

nt
ro

l m
ea

su
re

s. 

Se
ns

iti
se

rs
 

74
. 

Ce
rt

ai
n 

ag
en

ts
 m

ay
 c

au
se

 se
ns

iti
sa

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
re

sp
ira

to
ry

 tr
ac

t i
f i

nh
al

ed
 o

r i
f s

ki
n 

co
nt

ac
t o

cc
ur

s. 
Re

sp
ira

to
ry

 se
ns

iti
se

rs
 c

an
 c

au
se

 a
st

hm
a,

 rh
in

iti
s 

or
 e

xt
rin

sic
 a

lle
rg

ic 
al

ve
ol

iti
s. 

Sk
in

 se
ns

iti
se

rs
 ca

us
e 

al
le

rg
ic 

co
nt

ac
t d

er
m

at
iti

s. 
Ag

en
ts

 w
hi

ch
 ca

us
e 

sk
in

 se
ns

iti
sa

tio
ns

 a
re

 n
ot

 n
ec

es
sa

ril
y 

re
sp

ira
to

ry
 

se
ns

iti
se

rs
 o

r v
ice

 v
er

sa
. O

nl
y 

a 
pr

op
or

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
ex

po
se

d 
po

pu
la

tio
n 

w
ill

 b
ec

om
e 

se
ns

iti
se

d,
 a

nd
 th

os
e 

w
ho

 d
o 

be
co

m
e 

se
ns

iti
se

d 
w

ill
 n

ot
 h

av
e 

be
en

 id
en

tif
ie

d 
in

 a
dv

an
ce

. I
nd

ivi
du

al
s w

ho
 b

ec
om

e 
se

ns
iti

se
d 

m
ay

 p
ro

du
ce

 sy
m

pt
om

s o
f i

ll 
he

al
th

 a
fte

r e
xp

os
ur

e 
ev

en
 to

 m
in

ut
e 

co
nc

en
tr

at
io

ns
 o

f 
th

e 
se

ns
iti

se
r. 

75
. 

In
 g

en
er

al
, f

or
 m

os
t a

ge
nt

s t
he

 m
ai

n 
ro

ut
e 

of
 e

nt
ry

 in
to

 th
e 

bo
dy

 is
 b

y 
in

ha
la

tio
n.

 T
he

 O
EL

s g
ive

n 
in

 th
es

e 
re

gu
la

tio
ns

 so
le

ly
 re

la
te

 to
 e

xp
os

ur
e 

by
 

th
is 

ro
ut

e.
 C

er
ta

in
 a

ge
nt

s s
uc

h 
as

 p
he

no
l, 

an
ili

ne
 a

nd
 ce

rt
ai

n 
pe

st
ici

de
s (

m
ar

ke
d 

in
 th

e 
Ta

bl
es

 w
ith

 a
 S

KI
N 

no
ta

tio
n)

 h
av

e 
th

e 
ab

ili
ty

 to
 p

en
et

ra
te

 th
e 

in
ta

ct
 s

ki
n 

an
d 

th
us

 b
ec

om
e 

ab
so

rb
ed

 in
to

 th
e 

bo
dy

. A
bs

or
pt

io
n 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

sk
in

 c
an

 r
es

ul
t f

ro
m

 lo
ca

lis
ed

 c
on

ta
m

in
at

io
n,

 fo
r e

xa
m

pl
e,

 fr
om

 a
 

sp
la

sh
 o

n 
th

e 
sk

in
 o

r c
lo

th
in

g,
 o

r i
n 

ce
rt

ai
n 

ca
se

s f
ro

m
 e

xp
os

ur
e 

to
 h

ig
h 

at
m

os
ph

er
ic 

co
nc

en
tr

at
io

ns
 o

f v
ap

ou
r. 

Se
rio

us
 e

ffe
ct

s c
an

 o
cc

ur
 w

ith
 li

ttl
e 

or
 n

o 
w

ar
ni

ng
 a

nd
 it

 is
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

 t
o 

ta
ke

 s
pe

cia
l p

re
ca

ut
io

ns
 t

o 
pr

ev
en

t 
sk

in
 c

on
ta

ct
 w

he
n 

ha
nd

lin
g 

th
es

e 
ag

en
ts

. W
he

re
 t

he
 p

ro
pe

rt
ie

s 
of

 t
he

 
ag

en
ts

 a
nd

 th
e 

m
et

ho
ds

 o
f u

se
 p

ro
vid

e 
a 

po
te

nt
ia

l e
xp

os
ur

e 
ro

ut
e 

via
 sk

in
 a

bs
or

pt
io

n,
 th

es
e 

fa
ct

or
s s

ho
ul

d 
be

 ta
ke

n 
in

to
 a

cc
ou

nt
 in

 d
et

er
m

in
in

g 
th

e 
ad

eq
ua

cy
 o

f t
he

 co
nt

ro
l m

ea
su

re
s. 

[Q
ue

ry
: t

hi
s i

s a
 d

up
lic

at
io

n 
of

 p
ar

ag
ra

ph
 7

3,
 sh

ou
ld

 it
 b

e 
re

m
ov

ed
 o

r r
ep

la
ce

d?
] 

76
. 

W
he

re
 it

 is
 re

as
on

ab
ly 

pr
ac

tic
ab

le
, e

xp
os

ur
e 

to
 se

ns
iti

se
rs

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
pr

ev
en

te
d.

 W
he

re
 th

is 
ca

nn
ot

 b
e 

ac
hi

ev
ed

, e
xp

os
ur

e 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

ke
pt

 a
s l

ow
 a

s 
is 

re
as

on
ab

ly 
pr

ac
tic

ab
le

 a
nd

 a
ct

ivi
tie

s 
gi

vin
g 

ris
e 

to
 s

ho
rt-

te
rm

 p
ea

k-
co

nc
en

tr
at

io
ns

 sh
ou

ld
 re

ce
ive

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
 a

tte
nt

io
n.

 A
s w

ith
 o

th
er

 a
ge

nt
s, 

th
e 

sp
re

ad
 o

f c
on

ta
m

in
at

io
n 

by
 se

ns
iti

se
rs

 to
 o

th
er

 w
or

ki
ng

 a
re

as
 sh

ou
ld

 a
lso

 b
e 

pr
ev

en
te

d,
 a

s f
ar

 a
s i

s r
ea

so
na

bl
y p

ra
ct

ica
bl

e.
 

77
. 

RS
EN

 a
nd

 D
SE

N 
no

ta
tio

ns
 (m

ar
ke

d 
in

 th
e 

Ta
bl

es
) h

av
e 

be
en

 a
ss

ig
ne

d 
on

ly
 to

 th
os

e 
se

ns
iti

se
rs

 th
at

 m
ay

 c
au

se
 s

en
sit

isa
tio

n 
by

 in
ha

la
tio

n 
an

d 
sk

in
 

re
sp

ec
tiv

el
y.

 O
th

er
 a

ge
nt

s n
ot

 co
nt

ai
ne

d 
in

 th
es

e 
Ta

bl
es

 m
ay

 a
ct

 a
s s

en
sit

ise
rs

. 

Ot
he

r f
ac

to
rs

 

78
. 

W
or

ki
ng

 c
on

di
tio

ns
 w

hi
ch

 im
po

se
 a

dd
iti

on
al

 s
tr

es
s 

on
 th

e 
bo

dy
, s

uc
h 

as
 e

xp
os

ur
e 

to
 u

ltr
a-

vio
le

t r
ad

ia
tio

n 
an

d 
hi

gh
 te

m
pe

ra
tu

re
s, 

pr
es

su
re

s 
an

d 
hu

m
id

ity
, m

ay
 in

cr
ea

se
 th

e 
to

xic
 re

sp
on

se
 to

 a
n 

ag
en

t. 
In

 su
ch

 ca
se

s, 
sp

ec
ia

lis
t a

dv
ice

 m
ay

 b
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y t
o 

ev
al

ua
te

 th
e 

ef
fe

ct
 o

f t
he

se
 fa

ct
or

s. 

M
ix

ed
 e

xp
os

ur
es
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 Ge
ne

ra
l 

79
. 

Th
e 

m
aj

or
ity

 o
f O

EL
s 

lis
te

d 
in

 T
ab

le
s 

2 
an

d 
3 

of
 A

nn
ex

ur
e 

2 
ar

e 
fo

r s
in

gl
e 

co
m

po
un

ds
 o

r f
or

 H
CA

s 
co

nt
ai

ni
ng

 a
 c

om
m

on
 e

le
m

en
t o

r r
ad

ica
l, 

e.
g.

 
tu

ng
st

en
 a

nd
 co

m
po

un
ds

, a
nd

 is
oc

ya
na

te
s. 

A 
fe

w
 o

f t
he

 li
m

its
 re

la
te

 to
 H

CA
s c

om
m

on
ly 

en
co

un
te

re
d 

as
 co

m
pl

ex
 m

ixt
ur

es
 o

r c
om

po
un

ds
, e

.g
. w

hi
te

 
sp

iri
t, 

ru
bb

er
 fu

m
e 

an
d 

w
el

di
ng

 fu
m

e.
 H

ow
ev

er
, w

or
ke

rs
 a

re
 fr

eq
ue

nt
ly

 su
bj

ec
t t

o 
ot

he
r m

ixe
d 

ex
po

su
re

s i
nv

ol
vin

g 
so

lid
s, 

liq
ui

ds
, a

er
os

ol
s o

r g
as

es
. 

Th
es

e 
ex

po
su

re
s 

ca
n 

ar
ise

 a
s 

a 
re

su
lt 

of
 w

or
k 

w
ith

 m
at

er
ia

ls 
co

nt
ai

ni
ng

 a
 m

ixt
ur

e 
of

 a
ge

nt
s, 

or
 f

ro
m

 w
or

k 
w

ith
 s

ev
er

al
 i

nd
ivi

du
al

 H
CA

s, 
sim

ul
ta

ne
ou

sly
 o

r 
su

cc
es

siv
el

y,
 in

 a
 w

or
k 

sh
ift

. M
ixe

d 
ex

po
su

re
s 

re
qu

ire
 c

ar
ef

ul
 a

ss
es

sm
en

t 
of

 t
he

ir 
he

al
th

 e
ffe

ct
s 

an
d 

th
e 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
ne

ss
 o

f 
co

nt
ro

l s
ta

nd
ar

ds
. T

he
 fo

llo
w

in
g 

pa
ra

gr
ap

hs
 p

ro
vid

e 
a 

br
ie

f s
um

m
ar

y 
of

 th
e 

ad
vic

e 
on

 th
e 

ap
pl

ica
tio

n 
of

 e
xp

os
ur

e 
lim

its
 in

 th
es

e 
cir

cu
m

st
an

ce
s. 

In
 

al
l c

as
es

 o
f d

ou
bt

, s
pe

cia
lis

t a
dv

ice
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

so
ug

ht
. 

Ef
fe

ct
s o

f m
ix

ed
 e

xp
os

ur
es

 

80
. 

Th
e 

w
ay

s i
n 

w
hi

ch
 th

e 
co

ns
tit

ue
nt

 a
ge

nt
s o

f a
 m

ixe
d 

ex
po

su
re

 in
te

ra
ct

 va
ry

 co
ns

id
er

ab
ly.

 S
om

e 
m

ixe
d 

ex
po

su
re

s i
nv

ol
ve

 a
ge

nt
s t

ha
t a

ct
 o

n 
di

ffe
re

nt
 

bo
dy

 ti
ss

ue
s o

r o
rg

an
s, 

or
 b

y 
di

ffe
re

nt
 to

xic
ol

og
ica

l m
ec

ha
ni

sm
s, 

th
es

e 
va

rio
us

 e
ffe

ct
s b

ei
ng

 in
de

pe
nd

en
t o

f e
ac

h 
ot

he
r. 

Ot
he

r m
ixt

ur
es

 w
ill

 in
clu

de
 

ag
en

ts
 th

at
 a

ct
 o

n 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

or
ga

ns
, o

r b
y 

sim
ila

r m
ec

ha
ni

sm
s, 

so
 th

at
 th

e 
ef

fe
ct

s r
ei

nf
or

ce
 e

ac
h 

ot
he

r a
nd

 th
e 

ag
en

ts
 a

re
 a

dd
iti

ve
 in

 th
ei

r e
ffe

ct
. I

n 
so

m
e 

ca
se

s t
he

 o
ve

ra
ll 

ef
fe

ct
 is

 co
ns

id
er

ab
ly 

gr
ea

te
r t

ha
n 

th
e 

su
m

 o
f t

he
 in

di
vid

ua
l e

ffe
ct

s a
nd

 th
e 

sy
st

em
 is

 sy
ne

rg
ist

ic.
 T

hi
s m

ay
 a

ris
e 

fro
m

 m
ut

ua
l 

en
ha

nc
em

en
t o

f t
he

 e
ffe

ct
s o

f t
he

 co
ns

tit
ue

nt
s o

r b
ec

au
se

 o
ne

 a
ge

nt
 p

ot
en

tia
te

s a
no

th
er

, c
au

sin
g 

it 
to

 a
ct

 in
 a

 w
ay

 w
hi

ch
 it

 w
ou

ld
 n

ot
 d

o 
al

on
e.

 

As
se

ss
m

en
t a

nd
 co

nt
ro

l 

81
. 

W
ith

 a
ll 

ty
pe

s o
f m

ixe
d 

ex
po

su
re

s i
t i

s e
ss

en
tia

l t
ha

t a
ss

es
sm

en
ts

 b
e 

ba
se

d 
on

 th
e 

co
nc

en
tr

at
io

ns
 o

f e
ac

h 
of

 th
e 

co
ns

tit
ue

nt
s i

n 
ai

r t
o 

w
hi

ch
 w

or
ke

rs
 

ar
e 

ex
po

se
d.

 D
ep

en
di

ng
 o

n 
th

e 
na

tu
re

 o
f t

he
 c

on
st

itu
en

ts
 a

nd
 th

e 
cir

cu
m

st
an

ce
s o

f u
se

, t
he

 re
la

tiv
e 

co
nc

en
tr

at
io

ns
 o

f t
he

 c
on

st
itu

en
ts

 in
 a

ir 
m

ay
 

di
ffe

r c
on

sid
er

ab
ly 

fro
m

 th
os

e 
in

 th
e 

liq
ui

d 
or

 s
ol

id
 s

ou
rc

e 
m

at
er

ia
l. 

Th
e 

co
m

po
sit

io
n 

of
 th

e 
bu

lk
 m

at
er

ia
l s

ho
ul

d 
no

t b
e 

re
lie

d 
on

 fo
r a

ss
es

sm
en

t 
un

le
ss

 th
er

e 
is 

go
od

 e
vid

en
ce

 fo
r d

oi
ng

 so
. 

82
. 

Th
e 

w
ay

s i
n 

w
hi

ch
 th

e 
co

ns
tit

ue
nt

 a
ge

nt
s o

f a
 m

ixe
d 

ex
po

su
re

 in
te

ra
ct

 va
ry

 co
ns

id
er

ab
ly

. S
om

e 
m

ixe
d 

ex
po

su
re

s i
nv

ol
ve

 a
ge

nt
s t

ha
t a

ct
 o

n 
di

ffe
re

nt
 

bo
dy

 ti
ss

ue
s o

r o
rg

an
s, 

or
 b

y 
di

ffe
re

nt
 to

xic
ol

og
ica

l m
ec

ha
ni

sm
s, 

th
es

e 
va

rio
us

 e
ffe

ct
s b

ei
ng

 in
de

pe
nd

en
t o

f e
ac

h 
ot

he
r. 

Ot
he

r m
ixt

ur
es

 w
ill

 in
clu

de
 

ag
en

ts
 th

at
 a

ct
 o

n 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

or
ga

ns
, o

r b
y 

sim
ila

r m
ec

ha
ni

sm
s, 

so
 th

at
 th

e 
ef

fe
ct

s r
ei

nf
or

ce
 e

ac
h 

ot
he

r a
nd

 th
e 

ag
en

ts
 a

re
 a

dd
iti

ve
 in

 th
ei

r e
ffe

ct
. I

n 
so

m
e 

ca
se

s t
he

 o
ve

ra
ll 

ef
fe

ct
 is

 co
ns

id
er

ab
ly 

gr
ea

te
r t

ha
n 

th
e 

su
m

 o
f t

he
 in

di
vid

ua
l e

ffe
ct

s a
nd

 th
e 

sy
st

em
 is

 sy
ne

rg
ist

ic.
 T

hi
s m

ay
 a

ris
e 

fro
m

 m
ut

ua
l 

en
ha

nc
em

en
t o

f t
he

 e
ffe

ct
s 

of
 th

e 
co

ns
tit

ue
nt

s 
or

 b
ec

au
se

 o
ne

 a
ge

nt
 p

ot
en

tia
te

s 
an

ot
he

r, 
ca

us
in

g 
it 

to
 a

ct
 in

 a
 w

ay
 w

hi
ch

 it
 w

ou
ld

 n
ot

 d
o 

al
on

e.
 

[Q
ue

ry
: t

hi
s i

s a
 d

up
lic

at
io

n 
of

 p
ar

ag
ra

ph
 8

0,
 sh

ou
ld

 it
 b

e 
re

m
ov

ed
 o

r r
ep

la
ce

d?
] 
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(a
) 

Sy
ne

rg
ist

ic 
ag

en
ts

: k
no

w
n 

ca
se

s 
of

 s
yn

er
gi

sm
 a

nd
 p

ot
en

tia
tio

n 
ar

e 
co

ns
id

er
ab

ly 
le

ss
 c

om
m

on
 th

an
 th

e 
ot

he
r t

yp
es

 o
f b

eh
av

io
ur

 in
 

m
ixe

d 
ex

po
su

re
s. 

Ho
w

ev
er

, t
he

y 
ar

e 
th

e 
m

os
t 

se
rio

us
 in

 t
he

ir 
ef

fe
ct

s 
an

d 
re

qu
ire

 t
he

 s
tr

ict
es

t 
co

nt
ro

l. 
Th

ey
 a

re
 a

lso
 t

he
 m

os
t 

di
ffi

cu
lt 

to
 a

ss
es

s a
nd

 w
he

re
ve

r t
he

re
 is

 re
as

on
 to

 su
sp

ec
t s

uc
h 

in
te

ra
ct

io
n,

 sp
ec

ia
lis

t a
dv

ice
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

ob
ta

in
ed

; 
(b

) 
Ad

di
tiv

e 
ag

en
ts

: w
he

re
 th

er
e 

is 
re

as
on

 to
 b

el
ie

ve
 th

at
 th

e 
ef

fe
ct

s o
f t

he
 co

ns
tit

ue
nt

s a
re

 a
dd

iti
ve

, a
nd

 w
he

re
 th

e 
ex

po
su

re
 li

m
its

 a
re

 
ba

se
d 

on
 th

e 
sa

m
e 

he
al

th
 e

ffe
ct

s, 
th

e 
m

ixe
d 

ex
po

su
re

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
as

se
ss

ed
 b

y m
ea

ns
 o

f t
he

 fo
rm

ul
a-

 

 

He
re

 E
m

 is
 th

e 
ex

po
su

re
 fo

r t
he

 m
ixt

ur
e,

 a
nd

 C
1,

 C
2,

 e
tc

. a
re

 th
e 

tim
e-

w
ei

gh
te

d 
av

er
ag

e 
(T

W
A)

 c
on

ce
nt

ra
tio

ns
 o

f c
on

st
itu

en
ts

 in
 a

ir.
 

OE
L1

, O
EL

2,
 e

tc
. a

re
 th

e 
co

rr
es

po
nd

in
g 

ex
po

su
re

 li
m

its
. T

he
 u

se
 o

f t
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lth
 fr

om
 s

uc
h 

ex
po

su
re

s. 

Ex
am

pl
e 

w
he

re
 th

e 
sh

or
t-t

er
m

 re
fe

re
nc

e 
pe

rio
d 

is 
15

 m
in

ut
es

 

Ex
po

su
re

 p
er

io
d 

is 
le

ss
 th

an
 1

5 
m

in
ut

es
 

95
. 

Th
e 

sa
m

pl
in

g 
re

su
lt 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
av

er
ag

ed
 o

ve
r 

15
 m

in
ut

es
. F

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e,

 if
 a

 5
-m

in
ut

e 
sa

m
pl

e 
pr

od
uc

es
 a

 le
ve

l o
f 

60
0 

pp
m

 a
nd

 is
 im

m
ed

ia
te

ly
 

fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y a

 p
er

io
d 

of
 ze

ro
 e

xp
os

ur
e,

 th
en

 th
e 

15
-m

in
ut

e 
av

er
ag

e 
ex

po
su

re
 w

ill
 b

e 
20

0 
pp

m
. 

Ex
po

su
re

 p
er

io
d 

is 
15

 m
in

ut
es

 o
r l

on
ge

r 

96
. 

M
ea

su
re

m
en

ts
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

ta
ke

n 
ov

er
 a

 1
5-

m
in

ut
e 

pe
rio

d 
an

d 
th

e 
re

su
lt 

is 
th

e 
15

- m
in

ut
e 

av
er

ag
e 

ex
po

su
re

. M
ea

su
re

m
en

ts
 fo

r p
er

io
ds

 g
re

at
er

 th
an

 
15

 m
in

ut
es

 s
ho

ul
d 

no
t b

e 
us

ed
 to

 c
al

cu
la

te
 a

 1
5-

m
in

ut
e 

av
er

ag
e 

ex
po

su
re

, b
ut

 if
 th

e 
av

er
ag

e 
ex

po
su

re
 o

ve
r 

th
e 

lo
ng

er
 p

er
io

d 
ex

ce
ed

s 
th

e 
15

-
m

in
ut

e 
ex

po
su

re
 li

m
it,

 th
en

 th
is 

lim
it 

m
us

t h
av

e 
be

en
 e

xc
ee

de
d 

ov
er

 so
m

e 
15

-m
in

ut
e 

pe
rio

d.
 

M
et

ho
ds

 o
f m

ea
su

re
m

en
t a

nd
 ca

lcu
la

tio
n 

fo
r d

et
er

m
in

in
g 

fib
re

 co
nc

en
tr

at
io

ns
 o

f m
an

-m
ad

e 
m

in
er

al
 fi

br
e 

Re
fra

ct
or

y 
ce

ra
m

ic 
fib

re
 (R

CF
) 

97
. 

RC
Fs

 a
re

 m
an

-m
ad

e 
vit

re
ou

s (
sil

ica
te

) f
ib

re
s w

ith
 ra

nd
om

 o
rie

nt
at

io
n 

w
ith

 a
lk

al
in

e 
ox

id
e 

an
d 

al
ka

li 
ea

rt
h 

ox
id

e 
(N

a 2
O+

K 2
O+

Ca
O+

M
gO

+B
aO

) c
on

te
nt

 
le

ss
 o

r e
qu

al
 to

 1
8%

 b
y w

ei
gh

t. 
Th

e 
te

rm
 R

CF
 a

lso
 in

clu
de

s n
on

-o
xid

e 
ce

ra
m

ic 
fib

re
 su

ch
 a

s b
or

on
 a

nd
 si

lic
on

 ca
rb

id
es

 a
nd

 n
itr

id
es

. 

Co
tt

on
 d

us
t 

98
. 

Co
tto

n 
is 

th
e 

ce
llu

lo
se

 fi
br

e 
th

at
 g

ro
w

s i
ns

id
e 

th
e 

se
ed

 p
od

s (
or

 b
ol

ls)
 o

f t
he

 co
tto

n 
pl

an
t. 

W
he

n 
m

at
ur

e,
 th

e 
bo

ll 
br

ea
ks

 a
nd

 th
e 

co
tto

n 
ap

pe
ar

s a
s a

 
so

ft 
w

ad
 o

f f
in

e 
fib

re
s. 

Af
te

r p
ick

in
g,

 th
e 

co
tto

n 
is 

se
pa

ra
te

d 
fro

m
 th

e 
se

ed
 e

tc
., 

an
d 

is 
pa

ck
ed

 a
nd

 co
m

pr
es

se
d 

in
to

 b
al

es
. 

99
. 

Th
e 

OE
Ls

, w
hi

ch
 a

re
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

pe
rs

on
al

 s
am

pl
in

g,
 a

pp
lie

s 
to

 e
xp

os
ur

e 
to

 d
us

t 
du

rin
g 

th
e 

ha
nd

lin
g 

of
 r

aw
 a

nd
 w

as
te

 c
ot

to
n,

 in
clu

di
ng

 b
le

nd
s 

co
nt

ai
ni

ng
 ra

w
 o

r w
as

te
 co

tto
n,

 w
ith

 th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
ex

ce
pt

io
ns

: 
(a

) 
du

st
 fr

om
 w

ea
vin

g,
 kn

itt
in

g,
 b

ra
id

in
g 

an
d 

su
bs

eq
ue

nt
 p

ro
ce

ss
es

; 
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(b
) 

du
st

 fr
om

 b
le

ac
he

d 
or

 d
ye

d 
co

tto
n;

 a
nd

 
(c

) 
du

st
 fr

om
 fi

ni
sh

ed
 a

rt
icl

es
, f

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e,

 g
ar

m
en

ts
. 

(W
he

re
 th

e 
OE

L d
oe

s n
ot

 a
pp

ly,
 e

xp
os

ur
e 

sh
ou

ld
 st

ill
 b

e 
ad

eq
ua

te
ly 

co
nt

ro
lle

d.
) 

Tw
o 

OE
Ls

 a
pp

ly:
 

a)
 

Co
tto

n 
du

st
 le

ss
 fl

y;
 a

nd
 

b)
 

Co
tto

n 
du

st
 in

ha
la

bl
e 

ai
rb

or
ne

 p
ar

tic
ul

at
e.

 

Co
tt

on
 d

us
t l

es
s f

ly
 

10
0.

 
Ar

ea
 co

nc
en

tr
at

io
ns

 o
f c

ot
to

n 
du

st
 le

ss
 fl

y 
m

us
t b

e 
m

ea
su

re
d 

us
in

g 
a 

ve
rt

ica
l e

lu
tr

ia
to

r i
n 

ac
co

rd
an

ce
 w

ith
 O

SH
A 

An
al

yt
ica

l M
et

ho
d,

 A
pp

en
di

x 
A 

29
 

CF
R 

19
10

.1
04

3,
 a

s u
pd

at
ed

 fr
om

 ti
m

e 
to

 ti
m

e.
 

Co
tt

on
 d

us
t i

nh
al

ab
le

 a
irb

or
ne

 p
ar

tic
ul

at
e 

10
1.

 
Pe

rs
on

al
 e

xp
os

ur
e 

co
nc

en
tr

at
io

ns
 m

us
t 

be
 m

ea
su

re
d 

by
 m

ea
ns

 o
f 

an
 In

st
itu

te
 o

f 
UK

 O
cc

up
at

io
na

l M
ed

ici
ne

 (
IO

M
) 

in
ha

la
bl

e 
du

st
 s

am
pl

er
 in

 
ac

co
rd

an
ce

 w
ith

 M
DH

S1
4/

3 
or

 a
ny

 o
th

er
 sa

m
pl

er
 g

ivi
ng

 e
qu

iva
le

nt
 re

su
lts

, a
s u

pd
at

ed
 fr

om
 ti

m
e 

to
 ti

m
e.

 

As
ph

yx
ia

nt
s 

10
2.

 
So

m
e 

ga
se

s a
nd

 v
ap

ou
rs

, w
he

n 
pr

es
en

t a
t h

ig
h 

co
nc

en
tr

at
io

n 
in

 a
ir,

 a
ct

 a
s s

im
pl

e 
as

ph
yx

ia
nt

s b
y 

re
du

cin
g 

th
e 

ox
yg

en
 co

nt
en

t b
y 

di
lu

tio
n 

to
 su

ch
 a

n 
ex

te
nt

 th
at

 li
fe

 c
an

no
t b

e 
su

pp
or

te
d.

 M
an

y 
as

ph
yx

ia
nt

s a
re

 o
do

ur
le

ss
, c

ol
ou

rle
ss

 a
nd

 n
ot

 re
ad

ily
 d

et
ec

ta
bl

e.
 M

on
ito

rin
g 

th
e 

ox
yg

en
 c

on
te

nt
 o

f t
he

 
ai

r i
s o

fte
n 

th
e 

be
st

 m
ea

ns
 o

f e
ns

ur
in

g 
sa

fe
ty

. T
he

 o
xy

ge
n 

co
nt

en
t o

f a
ir 

in
 th

e 
w

or
kp

la
ce

 sh
ou

ld
 n

ev
er

 b
e 

al
lo

w
ed

 to
 fa

ll 
be

lo
w

 a
 m

in
im

um
 o

f 1
9%

 
by

 v
ol

um
e 

un
de

r n
or

m
al

 a
tm

os
ph

er
ic 

pr
es

su
re

. P
ar

tic
ul

ar
 c

ar
e 

is 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y 

w
he

n 
de

ns
e 

as
ph

yx
ia

nt
s, 

e.
g.

 a
rg

on
, a

re
 u

se
d 

sin
ce

 v
er

y 
hi

gh
 lo

ca
lis

ed
 

co
nc

en
tr

at
io

ns
 c

an
 a

ris
e 

du
e 

to
 t

he
ir 

co
lle

ct
in

g 
in

 p
its

, c
on

fin
ed

 s
pa

ce
s 

an
d 

ot
he

r 
lo

w
-ly

in
g 

ar
ea

s 
w

he
re

 v
en

til
at

io
n 

is 
lik

el
y 

to
 b

e 
po

or
. M

an
y 

as
ph

yx
ia

nt
s 

pr
es

en
t 

a 
fir

e 
or

 e
xp

lo
sio

n 
ris

k.
 T

he
 c

on
ce

nt
ra

tio
ns

 a
t 

w
hi

ch
 t

he
se

 r
isk

s 
ca

n 
ar

ise
 a

re
 li

ab
le

 t
o 

be
 w

el
l b

el
ow

 t
ho

se
 le

ve
ls 

at
 w

hi
ch

 
as

ph
yx

ia
tio

n 
is 

lik
el

y t
o 

oc
cu

r a
nd

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
ta

ke
n 

in
to

 a
cc

ou
nt

 w
he

n 
as

se
ss

in
g 

th
e 

ha
za

rd
s. 

Ru
bb

er
 fu

m
e 

an
d 

ru
bb

er
 p

ro
ce

ss
 d

us
t 

10
3.

 
Ru

bb
er

 fu
m

e 
is 

fu
m

e 
ev

ol
ve

d 
in

 t
he

 m
ixi

ng
, m

ill
in

g 
an

d 
bl

en
di

ng
 o

f n
at

ur
al

 r
ub

be
r 

or
 s

yn
th

et
ic 

el
as

to
m

er
s, 

or
 o

f n
at

ur
al

 r
ub

be
r 

an
d 

sy
nt

he
tic

 
po

lym
er

s c
om

bi
ne

d 
w

ith
 c

he
m

ica
ls,

 a
nd

 in
 th

e 
pr

oc
es

se
s w

hi
ch

 c
on

ve
rt

 th
e 

re
su

lta
nt

 b
le

nd
s i

nt
o 

fin
ish

ed
 p

ro
du

ct
s o

r p
ar

ts
 th

er
eo

f, 
an

d 
in

clu
di

ng
 

an
y i

ns
pe

ct
io

n 
pr

oc
ed

ur
es

 w
he

re
 fu

m
e 

co
nt

in
ue

s t
o 

be
 e

vo
lve

d.
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 10
4.

 
Ru

bb
er

 p
ro

ce
ss

 d
us

t i
s e

vo
lve

d 
du

rin
g 

th
e 

m
an

uf
ac

tu
re

 o
f i

nt
er

m
ed

ia
te

s o
r a

rt
icl

es
 fr

om
 n

at
ur

al
 ru

bb
er

 a
nd

/o
r s

yn
th

et
ic 

el
as

to
m

er
s. 

Th
is 

de
fin

iti
on

 
do

es
 n

ot
 in

clu
de

 d
us

ts
, w

hi
ch

, f
or

 o
cc

up
at

io
na

l p
ur

po
se

s, 
ca

n 
be

 d
ea

lt 
w

ith
 in

di
vid

ua
lly

. I
n 

ea
ch

 ca
se

 th
e 

re
le

va
nt

 O
EL

 w
ill

 a
pp

ly
. 

10
5.

 
Du

st
 p

ro
du

ce
d 

by
 th

e 
ab

ra
sio

n 
of

 c
ur

ed
 ru

bb
er

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 d

ea
lt 

w
ith

 a
s 

pa
rt

icl
es

 (i
ns

ol
ub

le
 o

r p
oo

rly
 s

ol
ub

le
) n

ot
 o

th
er

w
ise

 s
pe

cif
ie

d 
[P

NO
S]

, i
.e

. 
du

st
 o

f a
ny

 ki
nd

 w
he

n 
pr

es
en

t a
t a

 su
bs

ta
nt

ia
l c

on
ce

nt
ra

tio
n 

in
 a

ir.
 

Fl
ou

r d
us

t 

10
6.

 
Fl

ou
r d

us
t i

s 
ta

ke
n 

to
 b

e 
fin

el
y 

gr
ou

nd
 p

ar
tic

le
s 

of
 c

er
ea

ls 
or

 p
ul

se
s 

(in
clu

di
ng

 c
on

ta
m

in
an

ts
) t

ha
t r

es
ul

t f
ro

m
 a

ny
 g

rin
di

ng
 p

ro
ce

ss
 a

nd
 fr

om
 a

ny
 

su
bs

eq
ue

nt
 h

an
dl

in
g 

an
d 

us
e 

of
 th

at
 fl

ou
r. 

An
y 

ad
di

tiv
es

 (e
.g

. f
lo

ur
 im

pr
ov

er
s)

 a
re

 in
clu

de
d 

in
 th

is 
de

fin
iti

on
 o

nl
y 

af
te

r t
he

y 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

ad
de

d 
to

 th
e 

fin
al

 p
ro

du
ct

 m
ix.

 

Gr
ai

n 
du

st
 

10
7.

 
Gr

ai
n 

du
st

 is
 ta

ke
n 

to
 b

e 
du

st
 a

ris
in

g 
fro

m
 th

e 
ha

rv
es

tin
g,

 d
ry

in
g,

 h
an

dl
in

g,
 s

to
ra

ge
 o

r p
ro

ce
ss

in
g 

of
 b

ar
le

y,
 w

he
at

, o
at

s, 
m

ai
ze

 a
nd

 ry
e,

 in
clu

di
ng

 
co

nt
am

in
an

ts
. 

Ha
lo

ge
no

-p
la

tin
um

 co
m

po
un

ds
 

10
8.

 
Th

es
e 

ar
e 

co
or

di
na

tio
n 

co
m

po
un

ds
 in

 w
hi

ch
 a

 p
la

tin
um

 a
to

m
 o

r i
on

 is
 d

ire
ct

ly 
co

or
di

na
te

d 
to

 o
ne

 o
r m

or
e 

ha
lid

e 
(i.

e.
 fl

uo
rid

e,
 ch

lo
rid

e,
 b

ro
m

id
e 

or
 

io
di

de
) i

on
s. 

Th
es

e 
co

m
po

un
ds

 a
re

 su
bj

ec
t t

o 
an

 O
EL

 a
nd

 ca
us

e 
se

ns
iti

sa
tio

n.
 

10
9.

 
Fo

r 
su

bs
ta

nc
es

 w
hi

ch
, a

lth
ou

gh
 t

he
y 

co
nt

ai
n 

pl
at

in
um

 a
nd

 h
al

id
e 

io
ns

, t
he

 h
al

og
en

 is
 n

ot
 d

ire
ct

ly
 c

o-
co

or
di

na
te

d 
by

 a
 c

he
m

ica
l b

on
d 

to
 t

he
 

pl
at

in
um

, t
he

 O
EL

 fo
r s

ol
ub

le
 p

la
tin

um
 co

m
po

un
ds

 is
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

. 

Gl
ob

al
ly

 H
ar

m
on

ise
d 

Sy
st

em
 (G

HS
) 

11
0.

 
As

 S
AN

S 
10

23
4 

is 
al

ig
ne

d 
w

ith
 t

he
 U

N 
Gl

ob
al

ly 
Ha

rm
on

ize
d 

Sy
st

em
 (

GH
S)

, S
AN

S 
10

23
4 

m
ay

 b
e 

us
ed

 a
s 

al
te

rn
at

e 
gu

id
e 

to
 H

CA
 c

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n,

 
pr

ep
ar

at
io

n 
of

 s
af

et
y 

da
ta

 s
he

et
s 

an
d 

la
be

lli
ng

. H
ow

ev
er

, i
t i

s 
no

te
d 

th
at

 v
er

sio
n 

di
ffe

re
nc

es
 m

ay
 e

xis
t b

et
w

ee
n 

SA
NS

 1
02

34
 a

nd
 th

e 
GH

S,
 P

ur
pl

e 
Bo

ok
, w

hi
ch

 is
 u

pd
at

ed
 b

ie
nn

ia
lly

. B
y 

im
pl

ica
tio

n,
 if

 S
AN

S 
10

23
4 

is 
us

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
m

an
uf

ac
tu

re
r o

r i
m

po
rt

er
 o

f c
he

m
ica

l a
ge

nt
s f

or
 th

e 
cla

ss
ifi

ca
tio

n 
of

 
an

 H
CA

, p
re

pa
ra

tio
n 

of
 a

n 
SD

S 
or

 la
be

lli
ng

, t
he

 re
qu

ire
m

en
t f

or
 c

on
fo

rm
an

ce
 to

 th
e 

la
te

st
 v

er
sio

n 
of

 th
e 

GH
S 

re
m

ai
ns

. T
he

 G
HS

 re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 fo
r 

cla
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n,

 la
be

lli
ng

 a
nd

 S
DS

 a
re

 n
ot

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 to

 fo
od

st
uf

fs
, c

os
m

et
ics

 o
r p

ha
rm

ac
eu

tic
al

 in
 th

ei
r f

in
al

 fo
rm

. 
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 11
1.

 
Ha

za
rd

 c
la

ss
es

 a
nd

 c
at

eg
or

ie
s 

pr
ov

id
ed

 in
 A

nn
ex

ur
e 

1,
 T

ab
le

 3
 fo

r E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l H
az

ar
ds

 a
re

 in
te

nd
ed

 a
s 

a 
gu

id
el

in
e 

on
ly 

fo
r t

he
 c

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

of
 

ch
em

ica
ls.

 

11
2.

 
On

 a
ny

 la
be

l o
f a

n 
HC

A 
th

e 
pi

ct
og

ra
m

 s
ize

 m
us

t b
e 

at
 le

as
t 1

6 
x 

16
 m

ill
im

et
re

s 
w

he
re

 p
os

sib
le

, w
ith

 a
 r

ed
 b

oa
rd

er
 a

nd
 m

in
im

um
 le

tte
r 

siz
e 

of
 

1,
2 

m
m

. F
or

 fu
rt

he
r g

ui
da

nc
e 

on
 la

be
lli

ng
 re

fe
r t

o 
th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 C

he
m

ica
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